Behold
Your God

A series obermondy
Pastor David Legge

Compiledand Transcribedby Andrew Watkins




BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

David Legge is a Christian evangelist, preacher and Bible
teacher. He served as Assistant Pastor at Portadown
Baptist Church before receiving a call to the pastorate of

the Iron Hall Assembly in Belfast, Northern Ireland. He
ministered as p astor -teacher of the Iron Hall from 1998 -
2008, and now resides in Portadown with his wife
Barbara, daughter Lydia and son Noah.

Contents
1. The Importance Of Thinking- 3
2 God Transcendent 9
3 The Holiness Of God 17
4. The Faithfulness Of God 24
5. The Power Of God 31
6 The Love Of God 38
7. The Sovereignty Of God44
8. The Mercy Of God 52
9. The Grace Of God 61
10. The Unchangeable God69
11. The Omnipresence Of God76
12. The Omniscience Of Goe84
13. Knowing YourGod- 91

The audio for this series is available free of charge either on our website
(www.preachtheord.con) or by request from info@preachtlierd.com

All material by Pastor Legge is copyrighted. However, these materials may be freely copied andedisinidlteredfor the purpose of study
and teaching, so long as they are made available to others free of charge, and the copyright is Tinitudeeés not include hosting or
broadcasting the materials on another website, however linking to the resources on preachtheword.com is leesetiedterials may not, in
any manner, be sold or used to solicit "donations" from others, nor may thesiumethin anything you intend to copyright, sell, or offer for a
fee. This copyright is exercised to keep these materials freely available to all.



BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

Behold Your God Chapter 1
"The Importance Of Thinking"

Copyright 2000
by Pastor David Legge
All Rights Reserved

Exodus and chapter 33this is one of my favourite passages of Scripture, for it depicts for us the

patriarch Moses, the father of Israel. Andréhbe is, and within that great book he is receiving the
law from God and, if you like, he has great experiences with God and many of them are recorded for u
within the revelation of this book. And here we have one, in chapter 33 and vees® 8t says"And it
came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every ma
his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle. And it came to pass, as Mos
entered into the tabernaclegtbloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord
talked with Moses* isn't that a lovely expression? "...the Lord talked with Moses. And all the people saw
the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the peogdeup and worshipped, every man in his
tent door. And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turn
again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of tt
tabernacle".

N ow we're turning within the Old Testament to the book of Exodus, the second book within the Bible,

If you look at verse 18, you find here the prayer of Moses as he stands before God: "And he said, | besee
thee, show me thy glory. And he said", God said, "I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and | wil
proclaim the name of the Lord beforee#) and will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom | will show mercy. And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see m
and live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stemnd tgrk: And it shall

come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that | will put thee in a cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with
my hand while | pass by: And | will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my fac
shall not be seen"

In chapter 34, if you look at it, and verse $ou see another experience that Moses had with his God: "And
the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And tt
Lord passed by before him, and procladnThe Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression ar
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fatingon the children, and upon

the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation”.

If you turn to chapter 40 of Exodus, not only was there that answer to Moses' prayer: 'Lord, show me Th
glory', but here we find another instance wereskk beholds and indeed the whole company sedhke

glory of God. Verse 34, and after the tabernacle was formed and built: "...then a cloud covered the tent of t
congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernactedw don't read over thauickly - "the glory

of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, becau:
the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle".

The word of God is full, isn't it, of experierc®f men with God. Ordinary men, men who were sinful,
shapen in iniquity, conceived in their mother's womb in-giat we read accounts of how they experienced
God, sometimes in extremely supernatural ways and strange ways. We've read about Mosdspevet tha
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fails to thrill me, how it says that God talked with Mosesot Moses talked with God, God talked with
Moses! Can you imagine that? Walking into a tent and talking with God as a man would talk with his friend.
That wasn't enough for Mose# might be enough for me, or perhaps for youwasn't enough for him, and

that teaches us a lesson that we should never, ever get to a situation where we have enough of God. Anc
he cries to God: 'Lord show me Thy gloryve would've thought we had seénto stand talking with God

as a man with his friend, fate-face, it says, with God! Yet he cries: 'Show me Thy glory! | want more of
Thee O God!'. So God says: 'Look, you can't behold Me in all My glory, you couldn't takehtt did the
hymnwriter say? 'In light inaccessible', we cannot approach God without being exterminated by His grea
holiness, by His great light! But God says: 'I'll do this for you: I'll put you in the cleft of the rock, and I'll
cover your face and I'll make all My glory tags by you you can't look upon it. But what I'll do is: when |

get past you, I'll take My hand from off My eyes and you will see My -gftt®w - the great Shekinah glory

that | leave, it's not even Me, but | leave it wherever I guoid that is why, wheMoses came down to the
people, his face shone.

Isaiah 6, if you wish to turn to it, you read: 'In the year that king Uzziah died | saw the L@alv Him,

and what does he say he saw Him like? '[He was] high', sitting on a throne, 'and lifted hig, tezid filled

the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and wi
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord of hostghe whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him
that cried, and the house was filled with smoke'. What great experiences men had with God. Ezekiel chapt
1, if you wish to turn to it, in verse 1 you read thishegt beginning of another great prophecy: 'Now it came

to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives b
the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and | saw visions of God'.

I've enttled my message today: 'Behold Your Gedhdeed the whole series | want to entitle with that, |
want us to come and behold, to look upon our God. To contemplate what it means: that word and the
Person, that great triunity in oneGod Almighty. | want 8 especially this morning to think of The
Importance Of Thinking' about God. | think it's selfident as you look at these passages of Scripture, and
you look at these men and their experiences with God Almighty, that it wasn't simply a quick lookrand th
they forgot Him- but it was a look that when they beheld their God, it was life changing. They were never
the same man or woman again! If you read Isaiah, you find in chapter 5 a great many woes that describe t
situation of the nation at that timajcathen all of a sudden the man that was withholding the blessing died
King Uzziah- and at times it takes those that are withholding the blessing, for God to deal withdahdm

God removed that man and then Isaiah could see God. That's what | vapptn for us in these Lord's

Day mornings- for whatever is removing our sight and our vision of God to disappear and for us to stand,
like Isaiah, and see the Lord high and lifted up, and that His train would fill this temple!

Ezekiel was downcast, wdshe? He was disheartenetie was in the exile and there he was sitting at the
river of Chebar with all those children of Israel that were brought out at the @xitehe was depressed and
dejected! But all of a sudden Almighty God opened the winddwseaven and he saw visions of God!
That's why, | believe, the writer to the Hebrews in chapter 12 and verse 1 says these great words: "Wherefc
seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set befwehua’ great

cloud of witnesses! Great men of God, great prophets and priests and kings who show us their experiences
God- and because of all them, ougte not also to behold our God?

In Exodus chapter 24, if you turn to it please, Exodus 24 and verse 13, we read of a man whom we ha
already read of in chapter 33. We read: 'And Moses rose up, and his minister', or his servant, 'Joshua: a
Moses went ujinto the mount of God'. Moses had a servant called Josimait is the Joshua that you read
about in the book of Joshua, and indeed throughout the whole of the Pentatesiatias the understudy of
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Moses. Now | want you to see this: what a resporitsibilwas for Moses to show Joshua God, and to lead
him into experiences with God as we see within this book. And that tellstlsast it tells methat | have a
great responsibility to influence others by contemplating God. In other words, wham tostontemplate
who God is and what God can do, it will affect my lfand when He affects my life, my life in turn will
overflow and affect others. That is exactly what happened with Moses and Joshua.

You find exactly the same happening in the bodKings with Elijah and Elisha it was the mantle of

Elijah that Elisha took, wasn't it Elijah that Elisha followed and never took his eye off him? He asked for a
double portion of his spirkwhy? Because he saw the experiences and the blessingsshaan Elijah had

with God, and he wanted it! There is a great responsibility that not only we be blessed by God for ourselve:
but we be blessed by beholding God for the benefit of others. It was the case with Paul and Barnabas, wa:
not? I'm sure thaPaul taught Barnabas a great deal about beholding his God. Was it not the same witl
Timothy? Paul taught him, as his own son, about God and how to behave in the house of God, which is tt
temple of God, the church of God.

It's the case with us, isn't that often it is the lives of others, and it is the blessings of others, and the walk of
others that impresses upon us to go after God. We are surrounded with so great a cloud of withesses, that
want to press on as they have pressed on, we wantatdbmir God as they have beheld their God. We read
biographies: Murray McCheyne, John Calvin, Martin Luther, D.L. Moodg read of so many, and we read

of their life that it's possible for a man or woman of like passions to follow God and to behold diodoe

used of God it excites us! Indeed | would go as far as to say this: that the greatest effect that you will ever
have on others will be through your walk with God. The greatest effect that you will have on other people
will be if you are beholdig God.

Now, the opposite of that situation is found in the New Testament in Luke chapter 10, if you wish to turn ta
it, Luke chapter 10 and we're just laying the foundation this morning as an introduction of why it's
important to think upon God. Luke apter 10 and verse 39, and we find the famous incidence in Bethany,
where the Lord comes into the home of Lazarus' sisters, and there He is in a place where He loves. In vel
39 we read this: '...Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his,veordi a little bit on, you read: 'But
Martha was cumbered about much serving'. So you have Mary who was at Jesus feet and heard His wor
and then a little bit later you have Martha who is cumbered about much serving. And then the Lord say:s
'‘Martha, Marha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her'.

It is hard to behold God in a busy worlth fact there are times that | think it's nigh impb#esito live as the

world lives and to behold God in the way that He longs to be beheld. It can even be in the service -of Christ
yes: was not Martha in the kitchen serving Christ, whatever she was doing? But there is one thing that
needful, there is anthing that is primary and foundationalvhich means that it must come first, and if it
doesn't, it doesn't matter how much you serve the Lord, if you don't behold God you can't be anything fo
God! Yet we may have the prospect, as one writer said, efimgean unknown God after death. Therefore it

is our need now - to behold God, to be at the Saviour's feet listening to His words, that chosen part that is
good and better, that cannot be taken away from us.

In Genesis chapter 24 we find an instand®r Abraham sends out his servant to get a wife for Isaac. And
we read throughout that beautiful stergnd if you're looking for a girlfriend or a boyfriend that's a good
story to read, for it gives us what the will of God is for us and how to firidrilsaac and Abraham were
willing to accept God's will, no matter what she looked like! And here we have within this story an amazing
verse that gripped me this week as | read it agdirsays: 'Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the
eventide'He went out into the field to meditate at evening, and the next time he lifted up his eyes he saw hi
future bride! And if we go out, and if we meditate, we too will behold the King in all His beauty.

5



BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

Joshua was the servant of Mosdsyou look at chapr 33 that we were reading from, you find in verse 3 at
the beginning of the chapter that still there was that promise of the promised.lanto a land’, they were
going to, 'flowing with milk and honey:', God says, 'l will not go up in the midsheé; for thou art a
stiffnecked people'. Yet still there was the promise of that land of milk and honey, the promised land. Now a
the end of the book of Deuteronomy you find Moses dead, and then the next book you find is the book c
Joshua. Now look: Jbsa became God's conqueror, Joshua became the man that would stand there at tt
Jordan and would take the people of God into the promised land. Moses could not go because he smote
rock, you remember, and God said: ‘It's not for you, but Joshua'stgagaginto the land he is My chosen

future deliverer'. Where did Joshua learn his example? With Moses. Where did he learn it? Verse 11. Now
believe that this is a message from God, verse 11: '‘And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a
speakdt unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a your
man, departed not out of the tabernacle’sn't that beautiful? He was young, he didn't have the
responsibilities upon his shoulder of the millions ofrmuring, stiffnecked, rebellious Israelites that Moses
had- he didn't have that burden. And in the time that he didn't have that burden he redeemed the time, and
redeemed it with God, in God's presence. Now, young people: if you want to be anytl@ogl fgou've got

to behold Him, you've got to be with Hirrand when others leave Him, you've got to tarry in His tabernacle.
This is where Joshua became God's conqueaiad this is where anyone will become a conqueror for God:

in His presence, where hleas remembering now his Creator in the days of his youth, while the evil days
came not, nor the years draw nigh when he would say: 'l have no pleasure inhbeatiun't wait till it was

too late!

The great human need today is to know God, and my fifgrali're here and you're not saved, you've never
had a conversion experience with the Spirit of Ggu need to know God in salvation! You need to be
saved or you'll be lost! It is the only waghrist, the way, the truth, and the |fao other wayo the Father,

but by Him. You need to know Him through His death and His resurrection! But Christian: once you have
known God in that capacity, you must now know God through contemplating Him, through beholding Him.
And that is the importancewe could fnish there!- the importance of thinking about God, that is why it is
important to contemplate Him, to behold Him. But if that doesn't suffice, we can ask the question first of all:
why contemplate Him? Why do it? J. I. Packer in his book 'Knowing Gatliich he wrote before he got
ecumenicat he gives one reason why we should know God. He says: 'Christian minds have been conforme
to the modern spirit', | quote him, he says, ‘It spawns great thoughts of man and leaves room only for sme
thoughts of God It spawns great thoughts of man and leaves room only for small thoughts efa@dd

what he is saying is this: a weakling view of God produces weakling saints of God.

We are in a battle today and it seems that we are downhearted at times becawdethag, f&s we look
around at the world and the church, that we are losing the battteugh the gates of hell will never prevail
against the church of Jesus Christ. But one of the pitfalls that we can fall into is to get preoccupied witl
maintaining he religious practices in a pagan world, and lose sight of God! A W. Tozer says: 'The church
has surrendered her once lofty concept of God and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble as to
utterly unworthy of thinking, worshipping men. This shes lilone not deliberately, but little by little and
without her knowledge and her very unawareness only makes her situation all the more tragic'. He goes or
in his book to lament that he believes that this is the cause of a hundred lesser evils arhahgvasjd not

take time to wait and to behold God. He believes that this is why there is a loss of spiritual awe in worship, i
the divine presence, why we are not struck dumb as Moses was when the cloud filled with His glory the
tabernacle. He believesig one reason why we can no longer say that we are able to 'be still and know that
Thou art God'.

What comes to our mind when we think of God is probably the most important thing about us. What come
to your mind when you think of God? The reason why ihao is because no religion, or people, or person,

6



BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

has ever risen above its view of God. I'll give you an example from the Old Testament: you have Baa
worship. Baal worship was passed down, right to the New Testament where we dsolke've been
studying in Ephesians at this awful temple of Diana and the ritual prostitution that went on within it. And
we may think it's debauched and depraved and terribly immoral, without realising the thought, the religious
theology that was behind it. Without goimgo too much detalil, it was simply this: that their gods, many of
them, were fertility gods and they believed that the way they worshiped their fertility gods was with
copulation with temple ceremonial prostitutes. Whether male or female, they wouldteopith them, and

they believed when they copulated that their god would be pleased with that worship, and he in turn woul
be fertile with regards to the ground and the fruit and the crops and the vegetables. And they believed th
through this type ofmmoral worship that god would be pleasedow when you have a god like that, you
have people like that! Isn't that right? Therefore a people, or a person, cannot rise above his ow
contemplation of God. If you believe in a god, like those in Islam, izlaowicked god, who is an angry god

all the time- a god of wrath you'll dress up women in black, you'll not let them out of the house, you'll have
rules and regulations and all sorts of awful things done to your children, because that is the tgpgoaf go
believe in. If you believe in Molech of the Old Testament, you will take your baby boy and feed him to the
flames, because that is the kind of god you have! And that's the kind of person you become.

You see our thought of God determines our spiristate and also our spiritual future. It is, without doubt,

the mightiest thought that the human mind can have to contemplate God. Have you ever thought about the
We think of so many things, but do we behold God? Do we behold Him, realising that soehesand in

this dispensation that we are in in human form, and in the bodies of death that we are in, that we will neve
have a greater experience than contemplating God? You would know to look at the meetings that we dor
believe that! For when we hawa chance to stare into the face of God, we're staring into our pillow, or into
the television set. When we have time to remember God's Son, we are rememlyerqiagn bed- what we

did on Saturday evening. And then we come expecting the blessing.

In the Psalms, in 48 and verse 9, we read this: 'We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the mid:
of thy temple*- we have thought! We read in the book of Malachi, chapter 3 and verse 16 and 17, that Goc
has a book and he says: 'Then they that detlve Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and th
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day mh&a up my
jewels; and | will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that servethtHosg that are Mine are they

that think of Me! And | vouch to say that if you don't think of Him, you're not His.

I'm not talking, and in this next few weeks wenkidoe studying dry theology. 'Theology' literally means, in

the Latin: 'Theo* God, 'Ology*- study. Study of God and that is what we will be doing, but it won't be dry
theology, but it will be [a] life changinghopefully - study of great God JehovaWhy contemplate God?
Daniel tells us, in chapter 11 and verse 32: 'the people that do know their God shall be strong, and shall
exploits'. Do you want to do exploits for God? Do you want to be strong for God? Do you want to be put in
God's book, becae you're a precious jewel for Him? Then we've got to learn to behold our lked
Joshua, we've got to learn to tarry when others leave, and when others aren't there, and when others
cumbered about with many things, we've got to learn to tarryeiriabernacle with the Shekinah cloud of
God's presence!

| want to read you a portion of a sermon preached by Charles Haddon Spurgeon on January the 7th 1855
Newpark Street Chapel in the morning. And | want you to listen very carefully to what hétshgs:been

said by someone that the proper study of mankind is man. | will not oppose the idea, but | believe it i
equally true that the proper study of God's elect is God. The proper study of a Christian is the Godhead. Tl
highest science, the loftiespeculation, the mightiest philosophy which can ever engage the attention of a
child of God is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings and the existence of the great G
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whom he calls his Father. There is something exceedingly improvitigetonind in a contemplation of
divinity. It is a subject so vast that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity, so deep that our pride is
drowned in its infinity. Other subjects we can compass and grapple with, in them we feel a kind of sell
content andyo our way with the thought: 'Behold | am wise'. But when we come to this master science,
finding that our plumb line cannot sound its depths, and that our eagle eye cannot see its heights, no subj
of contemplation will tend more to humble the mindthiaoughts of God. But while the subject humbles the
mind, it also expands ithe who often thinks of God will have a larger mind than the man who simply plods
around the narrow glow. The most excellent study for expanding the soul is the sciencetadr@hHgnm
crucified, and the knowledge of the Godhead and the glorious Triniiyhing will so enlarge the intellect,
nothing so magnify the whole soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued investigation of the great subje
of the Deity. O, there isnicontemplating Christ a balm for every wound, in musing upon the Father there is a
quietus for every grief, and in the influence of the Holy Ghost there is a balsam for every sore! Would yot
lose your sorrow? Would you drown your care? Then go plungeseibun the Godhead's deepest sea, be
lost in His immensity and you shall come forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated. | knov
nothing which can so comfort the soul, so calm the swelling billows of sorrow and grief, so speak peace t
the winds of trial, as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhaad it is to which I invite you to

study this morning'.

Does that answer the question why we should study God? We should study Him because it exceeding
improves our minds. Do you wanbyr mind improved? Well, study God, don't study science, don't go to
university- not that there's anything wrong with that, but you'll not improve your mind going there! Do you
want to humble the mind? It will be through a sight of God that you willikeylsaiah: 'Woe is me for | am
undone!’, you'll cry like Peter: 'Lord, depart from me for | am a sinful man!. Do you want to [enlarge] your
mind, expand your soul, enlarge your intellect, magnify the whole of your being? Have you a great wound ir
your saul this morning that you want a balm for? Do you want a quietus for your grief, a balsam for every
wound and sorrow and loss? Do you want to drown your care? Do you want rest? Do you want to b
refreshed? Do you want to be invigorated, comforted in yowl?ddo you want those swelling billows and
storms of sorrow and grief to cease? Do you want peace to be spoken to the winds of trial? Well then behc
your God!

Our learning of God will give birth to a life of godliness. We must learn and contemplaté&Saggomot only

for that, positively for the help it is, but negativelpecause to think wrong thoughts of God is idolatry. To
assume that God is other than He is is idolatry. As one said: 'A God begotten in the shadows of a fallen he:
will quite naturaly be no true likeness of the true Ged cannot be! And many of us have our ideas of God,
and it's not God at all! For we have never beheld Him. He says to many: 'Thou thoughtest that | wa
altogether such an one as thyself, but I will reprove theeseinthem in order before thine eyes'. That's what
He said of the Romanswhen they knew God they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but
became vain in their imaginations and their foolish heart was darkened because they didn't think rigk
thoughts of God do you see the importance of thinking right thoughts of God?

Finally, as we close: how do you contemplate God? Someone has called the Bible a photograph of tt
Almighty. That is what the word 'revelation' mean®veal', reveahtion’,to reveal God, His person. That is

how you know God, through the word of God, the written word of the living-Guodl it is to take the word

of God and do something that very few do today, a lost art: it is the practice of meditation. To take time, tc
take the word and to ask what it means, and to ask what it requires of my soul and my life, and my practice
and my possessions, and my family take it and to make it yours and to make it part of you, and to chew
the cud of the word of God until you invely digest it and it becomes part of your whole being. The written
revelation of God, that is how you will know how to behold God for the Bible is a portrait of His character
and all His ways of His doings, His plannings, His infinite holiness and Hisitedl graciousness.
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The old Puritans knew their God, the old Presbyterians knew their (¢déed one, from 1648647, was

part and party to the Westminster Catechism. And it was being drawn up, and there came a point of revere
indecision when thosassembly divines wanted to frame a concise but worthy definition of @ey didn't

know how to speak within their catechism of who God was and what He wasdik they resorted to
special prayer to find out what the mind of God was about this. EHugyested a young man, the youngest of
those Westminster divines, called George Gillespie, to lead them in prayer. Gillespie, one of the four Scottis
members of that assembly, prayed these words: 'O God, who art a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeab
in Thy being wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and-trutld' unanimously it was decided that the
answer had been given, and that is the definition that you find within the Westminster Catechism. How di
they get it? They didn't get it withdegree in theology, they got it from beholding their Gedid God was

so much part of their heart, that when that man opened his mouth God could speak through it!

You behold God through the written word, and as we close let us read together from Hélay@es1 as an
introduction to the weeks that lie ahead, of probably the primary and indeed the most important way tc
behold our great God. Hebrews chapter 1 and verse 1: '‘God, who at sundry times and in divers manne
spake in time past unto the fathessthe prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of hi
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by thefwasdpower, when he had

by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high'. Do you want to behold God
Listen to the words of God: '‘Behold My beloved Son'.

'Strangely | sensed Him everywhere,
The God | ached to find.

Yet codd not find Him anywhere,
Above, before, behind.

Mystery amazing, love unknown,

In human form He stands

And calls me with tender human tone,
Uplifting nail-torn hands.

Yes, for in Jesus, God most high
Has come from heaven above,
To answer all my achingyg

With His redeeming love.

Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
My Saviour, King divine.

For in my Saviour now | see:
Lo, God in heaven is mine!'

May, in these next few weeks, we behold God.

Oh Lord, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffeand abundant in goodness, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin. Oh Lord, we thank Thee that Thou has
revealed Thyself in Jesus Christ Thy Son. But Lord, we are called now to contemplate Thee, to conside
Him, to lodk upon Him in whom the Father dwells and be lost in wonder, love and praise. We pray in these
next weeks that Thou wilt bless our study, and Lord that we will not be puffed up with knowledge at the enc
of it, but that we will be filled with all the fullnesof God. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Last Lord's Day morning we were in Exodus chapter 33, we were looking at the fact of how Moses

met with God, and spoke with God as a man talks with his friendtdafeee. And we noticed the
tail-end of one of those verses that told us flwshua the servant of Moses, his understwdyo later would
become the conqueror of the promised land in congweas made great as he waited in the tabernacle with
God, faceto-face, just as Moses, when Moses went out to deal with the childreraef. Isle had not the
responsibility of his forefather in the faith, but he took the timénen he had it spending it with God and
bathing in the presence of the Almighty. We looked last week at how it is so important, as we enter a stud
[such] as thisthat we think right thoughts about God, that we learn that it is important to contemplate God. It
is not left for the theologians or the 'highowed' preachers, but it is for every child of God to come into the
presence of God and learn of Him, fa@oedace.

N ow we're turning in our Old Testaments to the book of Deuteronomy, Deuteromohacphapter 29.

And so, as we laid the foundation last week about why we ought to contemplate God and how wz
contemplate God, we look at our first study on the person of God: "God Transcendent". And we are lookin
at chapter 29 of Deuteronomy and verse 29, and @sdttlined the promises to the children of Israel in the
passage that lies before -Ugs the promises unto the penitent, unto those who will obey God, the children of
Israel who will live by His commands and His preceptde tells them that He will Iong blessing upon

them. And of course, you will know that throughout the whole of the first 5 books of the Bible that not only
are the blessings of Israel outlined, but the cursingthey do not walk in obedience and trust and obey in
their God, He wilcurse them. And at the end of these precepts of what God will do for His people, we have
in verse 29 this strange statement: 'The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things whi
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for tatrywe may do all the words of this law'.

You know that the book of Deuteronomy, in its very name, is the second giving of the law to Moses. It wa:s
given there, first of all, in Exodus 20 on Mount Sinai. And what the word of God is saying here isdhat G
has been revealed in His lawGod has been revealed to men and women through the precepts that we've
already read in this book, by His blessings and by His cursings. And one of the basic lessons that we lea
from these words before us is that God ikady God, that is why His law was revealed to us. He is a
righteous God, His eyes cannot look upon iniquity and therefore his law portrays and conveys that truth t
us. But do you see what verse 29 is saying? There are secret things that belong uor the God that

we do not know. Those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children's children forever, th:
we may do all the words of this law. There are things that God, in His mercy and grace, has revealed unto
as His children but there are other things, things that no man or woman, or perhaps even the angel in it:
height, can know.

What God has revealed to us through the word of God is staggering. It's hard even to come to grips with H
revealed will, His revealed character aretgons- in fact, when we read the word of God and come into a
deep knowledge of who God is in all His attributes and being, we are like Isaiah, we fall at His feet and say
'Woe is me for | am undone!'. We have that experience of Peter when he saitldadtiesus: 'Depart from

me for | am a sinful man!'. We have the experience of the great apostle Paul: 'Who shall deliver me from thi
body of death?'. But to think that what has been revealed to us is very little, in comparison to what God i
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and the seets that God holds within Himself about Himself. And the conclusion that we come to from a
verse like this and it seems even to be a contradiction in terthgt we, knowing God and beholding our
God, enter into a journey where we begin to know thenawiable.

You remember those in Athens had, upon their temple, an altar to the ‘'unknown God'. And we praise Gc
today that He is not such a God to us, for we have know Him in salvation,God willing - today we are
knowing Him day by day in sanctifitan, and in a daily relationship with our Father through the Lord Jesus
Christ. But yet, in a small measure, because the secret things belong unto the Lord eun Gagleat
measure He is still an unknown God. There are many paradoxes in scriptiuhésandeed is one of them:

that we can know many things about God, yet there are still things that we do not know about Him. As yo
read these first 5 books of the Bible, you read of Jacob and Moses, and both of them are said on differe
occasions to havseen God faem-face. Moses, in the tent of meeting; Jacob, as he wrestled with God. We
read last week in Exodus 33 and verse 20, God said to Moses: 'Thou canst not see my face: for there shall
man see me, and live'. So you've a paradox right awagob says that this place shall be called 'Peniel’, for
here where | wrestled | saw God faoeface; Moses, in the tent of meeting, it says he saw Goetdefeee

and talked with Him fac#éo-face as a man with his friend. Yet in the same passage, younrgerse 20, that

God said: 'Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live'. You remember the angel
God appearing to Samson's future mother and father, and Manoah's wife was barren. And one day an an
appeared unto them ancprised them the birth of Samson, who would be a conqueror and a deliverer in the
land. Manoah asked him his name and he refused to disclose his name to him, and you remember the st
goes that, after the angel ascended into the flame above the altdvlath@dh despaired to his wife and
turned around and criedyou read it in Judges 13:22We shall surely die because we have seen God'.

You see, to see God was death! To see God was fatal because God was such an 'other' one, so beyond u
above us, amething that we cannot understand or grasp in all of His power and being, that in the mind of
Manoah, he knew without an Old Testament or a New Testametitat to see God is to die. Indeed it's
cemented for us in the New Testamenrt John 4 and verskE2, John says: 'No man hath seen God at any
time'- so you have a paradox, don't you?. Men who we read of seeingJaodb, Mosestalking to God,
wrestling with God and perhaps in God's will in the weeks that lie ahead, we will look into that gadakpar

of how men could be said to see God and know God in this way, yet no man can see God and live.

The scriptures are full of paradoxes and mysteries. That is why | want to pause here for a moment and say,
Paul said to Timothy, without controversyréat is the mystery of godliness'. There is a danger in the age in
which we live that we bring everything down to a manageable level, where we feel that we have got God in
box, that we can understand Him, we can define Him, we can speak of all Histestand his persons that

are revealed to usyet, in depth, we forget that the secret things belong unto our God and there is a measur
of mystery and paradox in God. Let us never lose the mystery of God. Is that part of our problem today: th:
we have ¢st the awe and the reverence of the unknown? Those secret things that no man can know, th
great glory of God that no man can see and live, that great person of God that no human mind can hold a
sustain. Old W.P. Nicholson said that today's societlfss@ed with a small 'G' and man with a capital 'M'.
And if | can say anything to you this morning, especially to the young people, it's this: have high thoughts o
God! Don't reduce God down to your level, don't push God into your understandimybewee when
contemplating and thinking about God that you do not strip God of the great mystery of His godliness.

The transcendence of God simply means that God is above us, that God is beyond us, He is unreachable
His character and in His person. It simpheans that He excels us, He surpasses, He is independent of us,
He is allsustaining, sefsustaining within Himself He needs nothing but Himself. Do you think God needs
us? No, God doesn't need us, neither was God obliged to create us, was HeRdtohage of His will! He

didn't have a missing part in His life, and he decided that He needed to fill it by making creation. Nor, in oul
sin, is God obliged to save us. Now, we must grapple with these issues: God does not need man, but m
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needs God but God does not need him! Only for the fact that He chose to create him, only for the fact that
He has chosen, in our sin, to save us and has promised that He will ddsii€dod gains nothing from us,

or indeed from anyone or anything outside of theense.

If you turn to Romans 11 you were read this of God's mind, and it's only one little attribute or part of God,
yet His very mind, distinctly and accurately it says that God has no need of anyone. Verse 34 and 35: 'F
who hath known the mind of tHeord? Or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and

it shall be recompensed unto him aga#13bd is a sefentity. God is above us! God is beyond us! God does
not need us! We must have high views of God. If we are going to thiGlod, we must realise that, before

the creation of the world and the universe, God was perfectly blessed in Himself. Father, Son and Holy Spir
- that divine fellowship of love between those three Persons of one esgdbhace in eternity past, if we ©a

say it, there was perfection, perfect blessedness. God did not need man nor creation! Creation added noth
to God, for you cannot add to Gedand can | go as far as to say this: even Christ and His cross added
nothing to God's divine being or to Hitogy. Now ponder that! Christ and His cross could not add to God,
for God cannot be added toyes, it revealed Him; yes, it manifested His glory and brought great glory to
God and praise to His name; but it did not add to His essential goodness andsgreath holiness and
godliness! God has never been without it, neither will He ever be without it. Oh, you cannot add anything t
our God.

Turn with me to Isaiah chapter 40, and we see outlined by the great prophet the transcendence of our G
and it hago be seen by us in comparison to our own situation and how small we are. Isaiah chapter 40 ar
verse 15, and speaking of the nation the prophet says: '‘Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and
counted as the small dust of the balance: beln@daketh up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is
not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before him are as
nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. To whomithge hken God? Or

what likeness will ye compare unto him?'. Verse 22: 'lt is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and th
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth then
as a tent talwell in: That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity'. Oh,
we have a great Godcan we just contemplate that for one moment? We have a great God! He is God anc
there is none other! He is God above all gods! He avebHe is supreme, He is exalted, He is a place that
none can approach to! He is a being that none can strive after or even find!

One old biblical scholar said: 'Quite truly, how vastly different is the God of scripture from the God of the
average pulpi. It is not a great God, it is not the God that we read of in 1 Timothy 6 and verse 15 and 16:
'‘Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord o
lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the ligiwvhich no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen'. There is no god like our God! Oh, tr
we could lift ourselves from the depths of our own human existence, our pitiful daily chores, ithdif
sphere of all our existence, that we could be pulled by His Spirit at this moment to see that God i
transcendent!

The irony of studying God is that He is unknowable. Yet we will seek to try and know the unknowable. The
first question | want to astoday is: What can be known? What can we know about God? And indeed that
capitulates, perhaps, the greatest question of all the ages: what is God like? How do we define God? Hc
can we describe God? And even though it's our purpose of studying God ensthdges, and it's our
intention to understand from God's divine revelatidhe word of God what He is really like, the paradox

is that God is not like anything! Isaiah said: 'To whom, or to what, shall ye compare-Gaal®'is not
exactly like anyting that exists in this universein other words, He can't be compared to anything. The
prince of preachers, no matter how eloquent he may be, is redundant in attempting to illustrate by any natut
means possible what our God is like, for He is transeetdHe is above, beyond, superior to anything!
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However, although that is the case, Gad revealing Himself through the word of Getias endeavored to
reveal Himself to a natural world. That means, because He knows that we in our puny, finite tatenan s
could never really grasp what He is like and who He is, He has condescended Himself to describe Himse
like natural things, so that our natural mind might understand. That's why within the word of God He
incorporates many 'like' words, to say thatd@s like suchandsuch, to describe Himself by comparing
Himself to another thing and, although He is not exactly like that thing, He borrows those things of nature
to communicate what He is above nature, what He is beyond natmd you could multigl all the
comparisons of God within the word of God by infinity and still not come near to what God is in all His
transcendence. It's amazing to think, isn't it, the lengths that God has gone to that we might understand! Ca
say that He even may haveigred Himself of some of that mystery, in order that He might communicate to
a natural world who He is and what He is like.

Let me give you an example, turn with me to Ezekiel chapter 1 and we were in this passage of scripture la
Lord's Day morning. EZeel chapter 1, now | want you to notice every single word as we read them
together, you remember in verse 1 it describes: 'lt came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month,
the fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives by theafivenebar, that the heavens were opened,
and | saw visions of God'. He saw what no language could describe, and the point of Ezekiatepahat
passage open because we're going to look at a few more véregmint of what he is saying is this: inad

no reference point, he had nothing to compare God with. He just says, 'l saw visions of God', he had nothir
to interpret, there was no language that could describe the visions of God that he was a®kihg saw
something different from what he'drex known in his whole existence, so what he does is he uses 'like'
words. He uses comparisons, if you look at verse 13 he says: 'As for the likeness of the living creatures, the
appearance', note that word, 'their appearance was like burning coals, @nfil like the appearance of
lamps'. He didn't see burning coals of fire, he didn't see lamps, but he saw something that he couldr
describe, that he didn't know what it was, but it was like burning coals of fire, it was like the appearance o
lamps. A as you read down this passage, the nearer he comes to the burning throne of God, the le
definite his words become, the less specific and accurate they are. Look at verse 26: 'And above tl
firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of aethasrthe appearance of a sapphire stone: and
upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it. And | saw as
colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins eve
upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, | saw as it were the appearance of fire, anc
had brightness round about. As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was t
appearance of the brightness roundwtbThis was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord'!
He couldn't see the glory of the Lord and live, so God had to convey to him the likeness, the appearance
the glory of the Lord. Do you see what a glorious God we have? In liglteissible hid from our eyes!

We are so poor that God has to describe Himself in likeness, in appearance, in the languages of 'as it we
And it's no slavish literalism that God wants as we read the book of Ezekiel, because God cannot be put in
our pitiful language, He can't be contained into our puny mindsd we need to beware that in all our
doctrines that we take from the word of God, that we do not ever try to define the indefinable! We need t
beware in contemplating God that we never ever puot idto our conception, for we tends in everything

in life - to reduce God to our manageable terms. A. W. Tozer said this: "The God of contemporary
Christianity is only slightly superior to the gods of Greece and Rafriadeed he is not actually infier to

them, in that he is weak and helpless while they, at least, had power'. What have we reduced God to? Tl
great transcendent, superior, the secret things that belong unte Wenhave brought Him down and
stripped Him of all His power, all of Hisovereignty, all of His dignity and we have made ourselves god
over Him!
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Idolatry is when we move from what God is said to be like, to imagine that He is that way. For instance
when we read that there was an appearance of burning coals, or we readlthpp&ed like unto the form

of a man, that we make Him into a mathat's not what the word of God says. It's 'like' the appearance, it's
'like' the thing, it's 'as it were'and that's why we reject idols and idolatry, because we can make an idol out
of God. And the awful thing about it is this: that even our thoughts can become an idol, the way we conceiv
God in our minds, the way we have a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ looking a certain way, or God lookin
a certain way if we have any pictureniour minds of God, it is idolatry! Nicholas of Cushea (sp?), in his
book 'The Vision of God', prays this prayer addressing Hand this is what he says to God: 'If anyone
should set forth any concept by which Thou canst be conceived, | know thatriibeptcis not a concept of
Thee'. Have you got it? If any man or woman, or book or picture, tries to depict God, it is other than God i
because God cannot be depicted! He goes on to say: 'For every concept is ended in the wall of paradise’
think that'sbeautiful. Draw a picture of God if you like, and make a statue, and have a picture in your mind
of who He is and what He looks likeeven the Lord Jesus Christ Himseliut Nicholas is saying that when

we come to the walls of paradise, and when we loethe glory of God and perhaps even then are not able
to look upon His greatness, we will know then it's all endaitlour concepts, all our puny thoughts, all the
ways in which we have stripped Him, and reduced Him, and brought Him down, @ndldeed Him to
everything that we can understand. He goes on: 'So to if any were to tell of the understanding of The
wishing to supply a means whereby Thou mightest be understood, this man is yet far from Thee'. If any me
comes unto you and says: 'I've a way can see God, I've a way that you can understand God or reduce
God down to manageable termghe is yet far from God. 'For as much as Thou art absolute above all
concepts which any man can framdb you know that God is above the Bible? That's Yigfe¢ can worship

the Bible- we don't worship the Bible, we worship God! He is greater than what the Bible depicts, He is
greater than any language, He is greater than any vision, He is greater than any concept imaginable, a
thought that can enter intbe heart or mind of any child of God. He who is invisible can never be depicted.

What can we know about Him? The paradox is: we can know that we cannot know everything. The secor
question | want to ask is: how can we know? If we cannot know everythththarsecret things that belong

to our God, how can we get a little bit of a glimpse of His great transcendence? How can we enter into th
rays of His glory, at least to be as the hymn says: 'Lost in wonder, love and praise' at the greatness of ¢
God? IfHe is incomprehensible, how can we get to know Him? How do we satisfy the deep that calls untc
deep within our souls, to know God, to long after God, to be truly satisfied in no one but God? Well the
answer to that question, strangely, is another paradmx.see, God cannot be known by the reason of the
mind - please listen: many make the mistake of thinking that they can know about God, and then they kno\
Him. But God can only be known by the soul, the spirit within us that has been made to knewh&ad

the only way. And as F.W. Faber put it in his poem:

'God is darkness to our intellect,
But He can be sunshine to the heart'.

If you try to reduce Him into manageable terms, intellectually speaking, and you try to reduce Him and pusl
Him into a thedpgical treatise you will fail! For He is darkness to the intellect, there is no mind of man that
can conceive Him or can hold Himbut oh, to the heart, to the soul...

How can we know God? Plainly, | believe the only way to know God is through tiewelRevelation: you

see, this God is so great, this God is so above us, this God is so beyond us that we cannot conceive in
mind, or in our heart, what He is like. Yes, the pagan in the jungle can look at creation, and the sun, and tt
moon, and thatars and realise there is a Creator, and realise that there is another in the ubivengecan

never contain, from looking at creation, the greatness, the magnitude, the dignity, the almighty nature, th
holiness and righteousness and powerfulnessiofGod- it cannot be done! Zophar the Naamathite asked
Job the question: 'Canst thou, by searching, find out God?'. You cannot, He can only be known when H
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reveals, to the human heart, Himself. When He takes the word of God and it is preached, \aocttbat

God is found on good ground in the heart of an unbeliever, and faith cometh by hearing and hearing by tt
word of God, and a revelation has taken place through the revelation of the word efG®ddhas made
Himself known by His Spirit to a humdieing.

Of course, the word of God tells us no man knoweth the things of God but the Spirit of God. Paul said in :
Corinthians 2:11: 'For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of y@nRhow everything

about you inside you, it's onlyour spirit that knows everything, the person you're sitting beside doesn't
know everything that's in your soul, but only your soul and spirit can tell what is in you as a man. 'Even sc
the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of Gaatid if weare to know a God who is transcendent,

a God who is above us, a God who is beyond us and unreachable, it must be His Spirit that reveals Hims
unto us.

God isn't known through intellect or through reasdmat's why we don't fall at the feet of theelctuals.

Why? Because John says in chapter 4 of his gospel and verse 24: 'God is a spirit'. God is a spirit! Paul says
1 Corinthians 2:14: 'The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishnes:
unto him: neither cahe know them, because they are spiritually discerned'. And if man is dead, as Paul say:
and we have been learning, in his trespasses and in histeimscan a man know God!? Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Isn't it a woride@pt a man be born from above, the
supreme knowledge of God can be found only as the Spirit of God reveals the Christ of God in the gospel
God! Matthew 11:27, the Lord Jesus said it Himself: 'No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neithe
knoweth ag man the Father, except the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him'.

Where is the revelation of God? How can we know this unknowable God? How has God chosen to reve:
Himself to us in a form and in a way that we can understand and managecapd?aWVhere is this
revelation found exactly? Paul tells us: for God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, ha
shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Isn
that wonderful? In n dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and:

'Where reason fails
With all her powers,
There faith prevails,
And love adores'.

It's not knowledge, it's not sight but it is faith that is the evidence of things not seen. God does not reve:
Himself to the head, He does not reveal Himself to the intellect, or to the emotions. He doesn't reveal to tr
eyes by sight, or the mind by imaginatiobut to the heart by faith and by love. Christ is God's complete
disclosure of Himself. Oh yes, Godlkts incomprehensible in His essence and in His divine natbre
imagine, oh just imagine, that He has condescended to reveal Himself in the incarnation of His own Son.

God does dwell, for us, behind a cloud at timdsesn't He? It seems that we ‘tamderstand Him, that we

try to behold Him but we're grasping in the dark of unknowiremd so we feel He can never, perhaps,
clearly be seen by the light of understanding, nor felt by the natural senses that we have. Yet, believer, |
faith - by faith - we can reach out and we meet Him in the Incarnate Almighty Word of God, and the hand
nail-scarred- of the Lord Jesus Christ pulls us towards God and whispers in His still small voice: 'Behold
your God'.

| finish with the poem I finished with last wiee
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‘Strangely | sensed Him everywhere,
The God | ached to find.

Yet could not find Him anywhere,
Above, before, behind.

Mystery amazing, love unknown,
In human form He stands

He calls with tender human tone,
Uplifting nail-torn hands.

Yes, for in JesysGod most high
Has come from heaven above,
To answer all my aching cry
With His redeeming love.

Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
My Saviour, King divine.

For in my Saviour now | see:
Lo, God and heaven are mine!’

Let us pray. And as we bow our heads togetithere may be those who are broken hearted and in pain,

those who are not well, those who are not saved, those who are believers livingandihyou would only

behold the greatness of God, you would find your need.

Our Father, there is so muttat we think we know, and so much that we do not know. Lord help us in this,
to adorn ourselves with humility and to recognise that the secret thingg loeltmour God. To recognise, O

our God, that Thou art holy and separate from sinners and abowe bgyond us. Yet Lord, our hearts are
warmed to realise that You reached down to us in the person of Your own Son. He was rich, yet for ou
sakes He became poor, and help us through His poverty to be rich. And may we be lost today in wonde
love and prae, beholding our God. Amen.
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know, there's a great dearth of good hymn writing in the day in which we live. There are some very goot

new chourses that are coming aboahd hopefully, in days to come, we may sing some of thesene
very sound ones théogically speaking, but there are some very unsound ones. The trend in hymn writing
today is a focus off God and on selfut we need to get our focus back on God. That is the theme of these
studies that we are doing these Lord's Day mornings, and ifigel a gift of poetry in any shape or form
you're a poet and you don't know perhaps you could put your pen to writing poetry for God, for the saints
of God to praise. It takes you to be a theologian to write hymns, you need to know your Godnahdtme
wrote those hymns old Presbyterians some of them, godly mdmew their God, you can tell from the
expressions of their heart as they wrote praise to Him.

I hope that hymn blessed you, for it's a real blessing to my heart tougadreat hymns like that. You

We're studying today in the book of Exodus againr first study was in Exodus chapt&, &nd today we're

in Exodus chapter 15. And, as one brother was sharing with us this morning, Moses is a great man of Go
he's a man who knew the presence of God in his life, perragpsvas expressed alreadyn a way that no

other saint in the Old Btament experienced. We're looking today at "The Holiness Of God", and we find in
Exodus chapter 15a book of Moses, the second boolnd verse 11, Moses is singing. And we find in
verse one of that chapter, Moses sang "...and the children of Issasbtiy unto the Lord, and spake, saying,

| will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the
sea'. And we were looking, [during] the Breaking of Bread, in Exodus chapter 20 at how God redeemed Hi
own people by blood He took them out of Egypt, He saved them out of the bondage and He saved them
with a view of delivering them and that's the picture: it's deliverance, that's what salvation means, to be
delivered from something. And they are beingwdkd from Egypt, and you remember that they got to the
Red Sea and they couldn't cross it, and the Egyptian soldiers were behind them, and they cried upon G
And Moses said: 'Stand and see tod&yok - the salvation of God', and the waters openedthay went
through, and when they got to the other side of the Red Sea the waters closed again, and the horses and
riders and the armies of the Egyptians were drowned. And then Moses, at the other side of that great rive
shouts and sings praises o@od and the whole people join togeth@nd one of the expressions or stanzas
within this great song of praise is found in verse 11: 'Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? Who |
like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing workders

Who is like unto Thee, O God? Who is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness? That's a wonderful expressior
not just 'holy' but ‘glorious in holiness'. In the Westminster shorter catechism the question is asked that w
are asking: what is the holiness@od? And the answer is given back: 'The holiness of God is His essential
property'- in other words, it belongs to Him and only to Him. It is His essential property, that simply means
it's not only something He has, it is something He is. It is His matyre, it is His essential property. The
great divines go on: 'Whereby He is infinitely puréle is not just pure, He is infinitely pure. They go on:

'He loveth and delighteth in His own purityvho of us can say that, that we delight in our own puéfore

God? But He delights in Himself, He loves His own purity and holiness! And they go on: 'And in all the
resemblances of it, which any of His creatures have'. So He loves holiness within Himself, and if He sees
in other creature in other wordsjf His holiness is seen in another one that He has made, He rejoices in it
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also. He has great delight and He loves holiness in anyone. They conclude: 'He is perfectly free from a
impurity, and hateth it wherever He seeth it'.

What a picture of God! WAt a dreadful picture of God! Yet in its dreadfulness there is the glory, and that's
what Moses is saying: 'He is glorious in holiness'! It's not just something to be feared it is something to brin
praise to God for, it gives Him gloryand as the old pitan Thomas Watson said: 'Holiness is the most
sparkling jewel of God's crown'. It is the name by which God is known. It is not just an attribute of God, but
God's holiness is His very name. It's what He is caliégou like, it is His definition. Inded the Psalmist

said that, Psalm 111 verse 9: 'Holy and reverend is thy rand'He's the only name that is reverend. He is
called in Job, and right throughout the Old Testament, 'the Holy One'. Isaiah 6, that we looked at in week
gone by, the seraphimdidn't they cry, 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is filled with
His glory'?

The Father is said, within scripture, to be holy for He was addressed by our Lord Jesus Christ as 'Hol
Father'- the only Holy Father. The Son is saabe holy, you remember when the apostle was preaching, he
spoke of 'Thy holy child Jesus'. The Spirit is the 'Holy Spirit'. Holy, holy, holy, thrice holy is our &at

that holiness is what makes Him glorious. If it's His power, His omnipotencédhthat He is Almighty,

that makes Him mighty His holiness is what makes Him glorious, His holiness is what makes Him
resplendent, the eye cannot look upon Him. And as those old divines said: 'His holiness consists in H
perfect love of righteousnesst is a 100% love of all that is holy. It doesn't fall short, it is absolutely perfect

- indeed, within the word of God the metaphors and similes that are given to describe that great holiness
‘perfect purity', it is white, perfect whiteness, perfagtit - the most pure light in which there is no darkness

at all, it is absolute uncreated light. He delights in perfect righteousness.

That is the positive aspect, and the negative is: He has a holy abhorrence of all that is evil. The old proph
Habakluk said: 'He is of purer eyes than to behold evil and cannot look on iniquity'. Sure even the things, i
you look through the word of God, the things that are associated with God are made holy because of the
association with such an holy Orghey becora holy! When Moses, in this same book, speaks of the
burning bush, the ground becomes holy ground because God has spoken out of this bush. Within the sal
book, the articles that are formed for temple worship in the tabernacle are denoted as holy taings be
they are used to worship a holy God. The day that is set-asitein seven as the Sabbath, the day of rest
within this book, it is described as His holy day. The place where He is to be worshiped is described as Goc
holy house, and later Hisoly temple. The outfit that the high priests were to adorn themselves with was
holy - and indeed, the crown that they were to wear was entitled 'a holy crown' and across it was emblazone
these great words: 'Holiness to the Lord'. The Ark of the Covehantdpresented God's holy presence with
His people, was the holy Ark of God. The hill of Zion was God's holy hill. The city of Jerusalem was God's
holy city. And heaven itself, where God dwelleth, is His holy habitation. And all those things aren'uGod, b
they've only come near to God and been made holy by Him.

| want you to see this today: God is a holy God. He is inherently-htbigt simply means that He's holy in
nature. As I've said already, it's not something about-+bot He as a being, He limly Himself. He's made

up of holiness, just as the sun shining through the window here is made up of light, God is made up ¢
holiness. His word, the expression of His thoughts, if we could say that, His hearts desire that is express
audibly and linguiscally within the Bible that we have before us, it is holy. It is right to call it the Holy
Bible - in fact, it is said of it that, like silver, it is refined seven times, and seven is the number of perfection
it is perfectly holy! His movements are gpHis decisions, the choices God makes are absolutely holy. The
Psalmist said it in Psalm 145:17: 'The Lord is holy in all of his workdbd cannot do anything that is
unholy or that falls short from something that is absolutely and perfectly holydnaéen He made this
creation around us, before Adam fell in sin, it was very good, wasn't it? Because God can't make a thing th
isn't very good.
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He is originally holy, that means that all holiness begins with God. He began holiness, and anythaliness

is in the universe follows His patterrit's not a new holiness, it must reflect His holiness, because He is the
originator of all holiness, the sum of all moral excellence found in the universe comes from God and Go«
alone. All good gifts come dowiinom the Father of lights, from gloryall holiness comes from Himand it

is such a holiness that, even in this universe of sin and wickedness and evil, it is unsullied from any of it. |
Him is light, and God is light, and in Him is no darkness atHals the Author of holiness, that means He
causes it in others. Not only did He begin it, but if it ever happens in your life or my life or anybody's life, it's
because God has started it within your life! He made the angels ti@y are holy, they criHoly' because

they can come into the presence of God in their holinbas their holiness is not their own, sure they could
lose their holiness, that's why the fall came about wasn't it? Lucifer lost it and he was kicked out of heaver
and there was @hole band of angels lost it with hinthey can lose it because it comes from God, it's not
their own! And it's not equality of God, it's the essence of Gartl it's no quality of any human being to be
holy, it is because they are reflecting the hoknet God. Even the highest seraph in heaven, the greatest
creature that God has ever created in the universe, the holiness that it has is from God!

He is transcendent in His holiness. We looked last week at how transcendent means to be above all thin
There's nobody reaches Him in His holiness, that's for sure. 1 Samuel 2:2: 'There is none holy as the Lot
there is none beside thee, neither is there any rock like our- Get a wonderful God! Does that not thrill
your heart today? Does it not? That tvave a holy God who is transcendent in His holiness, absolutely holy,
no angel can surpass Him in any form or shape! Old Thomas Watson said this: 'He is holier than any sai
can be holy- | have known some holy saints, and | have read some holy daihtbere is none holy as the
Lord. Listen to what he says: 'God's holiness is pure holiness. The saints holiness is like gold in the or
imperfect. Their humility is stained with pride. He that has most faith needs to pray: 'Lord, help my unbelief"
- isn't that right? 'But the holiness of God is pure, like wine from the grape it has not the least dash or
tincture of impurity mixed with it. And though the saints cannot lose the habit of holiness, for the seed of
God remains in them, yet they may loseng degrees of their holiness. Grace cannot die, yet the flame of it
may go out'. Did the Lord not say to that church: 'Thou hast left thy first love'? The flame of our holiness car
go out. 'Holiness', he says, 'in the saints is subject to ebbing, baes®win God is unchangeable. He has
never lost a drop of His holiness. As He cannot have more holiness because He is perfectly holy, so F
cannot have less holiness because He is unchangeably holy'!

My God, how wonderful Thou artare you getting the gsp, are you seeing a glimpse of the holiness of our
God? He doesn't conform to a standard. We don't look at Him and say: 'Well, He's got A, B and C, so He
holy' - He is the standard! He is holiness in His essence! That is why Moses says it is glolimmesshin

fact, it is beautiful holinesswe worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness because holiness is God's beauty,
holiness is what makes God beautiful. Stephen Charnock said: 'Power is God's hand', or His arn
'‘Omniscience, alknowing, is His ge. Mercy is His bowels. Eternity is His duration. But holiness is His
beauty'. You see, this is how God is know@&od is known, primarily, through His holiness. Whenever you
read the word of God you don't hear His hame expressed as 'His mighty naywel?ddever 'His mighty
name', or 'His wise name’, sometimes it is 'His great name', but more than not it is 'His holy name'. It is ho
God is known, it is His name, in fact He swears upon His naané by swearing upon His name, Psalm 89
tells us He swearaccording to His holiness. Why does He do that? Because His holiness is the fullest
expression of who He is!

| want you to see this, this is our God. He is absolute holiness and His holiness is what conveys to a wor
the greatness of Him. It is thema by which He wants to be known, it's the attribute by which He wants to
be conveyed to everyone who comes near to Him. It's the fullest expression of what and who He is, it is tt
attribute of attributesit makes Him beautiful'! And if our God was t@sip a correspondence to us today
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letter with a stamp of waxit would be His holiness that He would stamp it with. If | can sayl ilo not
wish to be irreverentit's His trademark. Holiness.

| trust you can see that we have such a holy Godtlaatds why in the vision of Isaiah-Gf you wish to

turn to it- the seraphim worshiped Him, crying 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts. The whole earth is
filled with His glory' - and they worshipped Him with more wings than they flew for Hirat&ise God
requires our worship in spirit and in truth, and when we catch a vision of God's helifiegsu look
throughout the word of God at any person who ever saw God's holiness and glory (remember, they didn't s
God) but anybody that came closethis glorious holiness, they fell prostrate, their knees went weak and
they fell on their face before God! Some were described as dead men, some are described as being in a trs
- we must move on, but this is wonderful.

Where do we behold the holinesisGod? If we want to see it, where do we go? The first place | believe we
go is His law. God's law indeed, we're reading from it today, the first five books of the Bible and the ten
commandments is God's law. Why do we go to His law to find His holtri@esyou know why? Because in

His law He forbids sin in everything! He doesn't permit it now and again, or this instance, or this
circumstance He forbids sin absolutely, in thoughts, in words, in deed. He forbids sin in the holy place of
the tent, the taernacle. He forbids sin in any religious movement that He has within the word oft®d
priesthood, He forbids sin. He forbids sin in the home between a husband and a wife, between a child anc
parent. He forbids sin in the workplace. He forbids siaverything!

And that's all well, not all, but that's perhaps the primary reasahy God gave His law and He told them

that ye may discern between what is unclean and clean, and between what is holy and unholy. If you want
know how holy God is, yall look in His law. Paul said it in Romans 7: 'Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good'. The Psalmist said: 'The commandment of the Lord is pure. Tt
commandment of the Lord is holy, just and good. The commandments lobrthenlighten the eyes. The

fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever. The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altcagadher’

if you want to know the holiness of God, get to know the law of God. Draw near to Sinai's mount, draw to its
foot and see the lightning, hear the thunder, see the smoke billowing in God's holiness, and realise that Goc
holiness is unapproachabléor we all fall short of it!

Where do we behold His holiness? Secondly we behold it in His cdusst we? Magnificety we see it in
Calvary, and at the same time, awfully and terribly, we see it in the Lord Jesus Christ. And it begs the
guestion: how God must hate sin to do such a thing! How He must hate sin to demand blood, and demand t
blood of His own Son at Calwato make an atonement for it! Listen to this, Stephen Charnock said in
relation to the holiness of God in the cresand this thrilled my heart: 'Not all the vials of judgement that
have, or shall be, poured out upon the wicked world, nor the namiractiof a sinners conscience, nor the
irreversible sentence pronounced against the rebellious demons, nor the groans of the damned creatures ¢
such a demonstration of God's hatred of sin as the wrath of God let loose upon His Son. Never did divir
holiness appear more beautiful and lovely than at the time our Saviour's countenance was most marred in t
midst of His dying groans. This [He] Himself acknowledges in Psalawv@#n God had turned His smiling

face from Him, and thrust His sharp knife into Hisart which forced that terrible cry from Him: 'My God,

My God, why?".

Do you see His awesome holiness? That's why, and we hear it quoted so often, why the hymnwriter said:

'‘Oh, make me understand it,
Oh help me take it in,

What it meant to Thee,

The Holy One,

To bear away my sin'.
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Would you see God's holiness? Well, you're going to have to get to Calvary, that's where you're going t
have to get to. You're going to have to get to an old bloodstained gruesome cross. Are you saved today? £
you? For you'll be damned for all eternity unless you get to that cross. Unless you get to where a holy Got
punished His holy Son that you might be forgiven, you'll never be saved, you'll lift up your eyes in hell, not
in heaven! Believer, would you see the hglgry of God? Do you want to see it? Well then, oh hear that all
important cry: 'Eloi, Lama, Sabachthani’, draw near and see the Saviour die on the cross.

You see God's holiness in His law and in His cross, thirdly you see His holiness in His hatned whst

you to think about this, because one sin in the Garden of Eden banished our forefathsin! How many

sins do you think will damn us? If one sin cast us out of paradise, one sin will take us to hell! The smalles
indiscretion, one sin agaha holy God, is a damning sifbeware! You often hear it said that God forgives

sin. | know what that means, but you know God doesn't just forgive sin. Some people have this picture c
God just saying: 'Right, we'll forget all about it and I'll wipe stegte cleary God can't do that, God is a holy
God, God must punish sin. And the only reason we are forgiven is because Christ bore our sin, Christ bo
God's holy wrath for one sin would keep us out of heaven. You remember that it was one sin excluded
Moses from the promised land, you remember one sin smote Elisha's servant with leprosy, Annanias ar
Saphira in the New Testament it was one sin about lying to the Holy Ghost that cut them out of the land c
the living! Because God has set the standardHe universe, and to preserve His creatiget this- He

must destroy whatever would destroy it. To preserve His creation, He must destroy all that would destroy it
and He must destroy sin! And God's wrath is His utter intolerance of whatever degratidestroys His
creation. Tozer said: 'He hates iniquity as a Mother hates the polio that takes the life of her child'.

Now let me ask yod we're going to spend a moment here with the unsawdd/ do you live the way you

do? Why are you living in sthWhy are you living, consciously, in rebellion against God? Do you know
why? Because you don't know this holy God, because if you knew Him you wouldn't be living the way you
are- it's as simple as that. Why do you live in sin if this is the holy Onewilitbm you will have to do one

day? Do you know why? Because your God is asided God, we have made God like us! A wee child,
when he offends you or does something wrong against you, you're not going to hold it against him foreve
are you? My friend, iffou sin one sin against God, God will hold it against you foreVerever! But you

see, we want a God like ourselves, don't we? We want a God who will just wipe everything away, we want
God who will wink at sin and overlook sin and bless us anywagrdéess and in spite of our sibut that's

not our God! For our God says: Thou thoughtest that | was altogether such an one as thyself, but | wi
reprove thee'. And many have a god that they made like themselves, who can ignore sin and lookudver it
this God must punish sin. He doesn't just forgive sin, doesn't just forgive it, He must punish sin! And if He
doesn't punish it upon the Saviour, He'll punish it upon the sinner!

‘The God', one man said, ‘which the vast majority of professing @msskove is looked upon very much

like an indulgent old man, who himself has no relish for folly but leniently winks at the indiscretions of

youth'. But the Word says: "Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. God is angry with the wicked every day'.
What hapens, what happens when a sinnetether they're a believer or unbelievegets a glimpse of the

glory of God? They say, like old Isaiah: 'Woe is me', they feel the awesome depravity of their own heart an
their own sinfulness, they're overwhelmed bypghesence of pure white light holiness. They say:

'Mine eyes have seen the King,
Jehovah throned on high.
Adoring myriads sing

Veiled seraph's holy cry:

'O, woe is me, undone am |,
Before the throne | prostrate lie".
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That's what we need! Oh Godygius it, that's what we need! That's what we need, to see God glorious in
His holiness! We don't need new plans, we don't need new strategies, we don't need new ways of preachi
we don't need new anything! We need God, and we need God's holiness! d\segieepse of it, and until

we see God my friends, we are absolutely finishbdcause unless we see God we become comfortable in
our unholiness, but a vision of God's holiness makes us uncomfortable. You can't know the holiness of Gc
just by thinking @out it. You think the greatest holy thought you can about God and multiply it by the
greatest number that you carthat's still not God's holiness. As old Tozer said: 'Quite literally, a new
channel must be cut through the desert of our minds to allevewreet waters of truth, that will heal our
great sickness, to flow in'. God needs to cut a new channel in our minds, that He might reveal His holiness.

But as we close today, we ask another question: what should we learn from the holiness of God? We'\
learned where we can behold it: in His law, in His cross and in His hatred of sin. But what should we learr
what should we go away today different about because of His holiness? One: only on the grounds of tt
atonement can we approach God. My friendehsfThis is a holy God, holy, holy, holyand if you want to

get to heaven one day, if you want to have your sins forgiven, remember this: God has no evil in Him, an
sin has no good in it, and sin that you are committing has deflowered the virgin daulde it red with

guilt, and black with filth. It is the Bible says the accursed thing, for sin strikes at the holiness of God, and
He had to therefore strike it upon His own Son! Wonder of wonders, He was made sin for us that we migr
be made the rlggeousness of God in Him. And my friend, if you think a holy God is going to create a 'Plan
B’ for you to get to glory...who do you think you are? This is the only way, God's way! God's holy way, the
way of His holy Christ and you must know that the onljyounds of atonement that we can approach God
by is the precious blood.

Secondly: we must realise that that holiness which demands holiness provides grace to meet that dema
That's marvellous, isn't it? What does the old hymnwriter say?

'So sinful, saveary,

Thine, Thine would | be.
Thou blessed Rock of Ages,
I'm hiding in Thee".

That which holiness demanded, grace has provided in our Lord Jesus Christ. And this series is slow
becoming a commentary on what we've been studying in Ephesians, thet¢ blessed with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ. Aren't we? It's all Christ, isn't it? We ought to learn secondly, not onl
about the atonement, but to show great reverence toward God for He is holy. All we think about God must L
holy, all we say about God, all that we do to God | can say that in worship, and all that we do
concerning the whole divinity and the divine Trinity must be absolutely holy! For God is greatly to be feared
in the assembly of the saints, and to be hagwerence of all them that are about Him. In prayer, in praise,

in the handling of God's holy Word, we need to put off the shoes from off our feet for we are on holy ground

Thirdly: we should be holy. Both in the Old Testament and in the New Testaneesaints of God were

told: 'Be ye holy, for | am holy'. It's amazing, isn't it? God doesn't call us to be almighty, does He? He doesn
call us to know all things, or to see all thingand the irony is: the things He doesn't call us to do are the
thingsthat we try to do. We try to be almighty, we try to get through everything ourselves, we try to see
everything before we see it, predict things, we try to know everything,Kralls. But God hasn't told us to

do those things, He's told us to be holyhich, ironically, is the very thing we don't do! God wants from us,
most of all, that we live to Him in living like Him.
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I've said it before, and | say it in closing: the only life that God is pleased with is His own life. And the only
holiness that He iV be pleased with is His own holiness, like a mirror reflecting from your life the holiness
of the only wise God so as we think about it, as we go away, what should we learn about this holiness? We
should learn to submit to Him! To follow Him in His W to believe Him, to fellowship with the saints, to

be anointed with the Spirit and to be often at the cross confessing our sins, and we will be holy. For God
desire has always been to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify unto Himself a peeopbe, Zzealous

of good works.

'Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises an
doing wonders?'. Lord, we bless Thee and we praise Thee that this God is $orwiso, or what, can stand
agairst us? And we pray, in Jesus name, that that great holiness may be imputed to us, for we know that c
sin was imputed to Christ. We say as McCheyne: Lord, make us as holy as saved sinners can be. Amen.
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specifically we're looking today at 'The Faithfulness@d'. We're turning to 1 Peterthe New

Testament this timel Peter and chapter 4, and only one verse, and then we're looking at Psalm 37
so if you want to find that as well, we're looking at one verse in it also. Let me just say, while youirg looki
for that passage, there has been found a jewel of great price (I don't think it really is of great price, but | dor
want to offend anyone!) and it was found in the ladies toilets. So if you've lost that from your ring or from a
necklace or somethingke that, it's up here and you can get it if you wish.

N ow we're looking, as | have already said, at the fourth study in our series: 'Behold YouraGod'

1 Peter chapter 4 and verse 19: 'Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit th
keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator'. 'Wherefore let tla¢rsufifer
according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator'- now remember that term ‘a faithful Creator'. And then turn over to Psalm 37, Psalm 3%, a well
known Psalm, a great encouraging Rsalerse 3: Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the
land, and verily thou shalt be fed'. Now that literally, in the Hebréwerily thou shalt be fed' translates

like this: 'feed on His faithfulness'. So let's read it again: 'Trugte Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell

in the land, and feed on His faithfulness', or, 'be fed on His faithfulness'.

So there are two phrases concerning our God. Peter says He is a faithful Creator, and David encourages u:
feed on His faithfulnes Now, faithfulness is a concept that isn't vewhat would you say?'in vogue' in

our world today. In fact, unfaithfulness is one of the outstanding sins of tadagy of you in business will
realize that disloyalty and unfaithfulness. And algothe social realm, and especially we see it in our world

in the marital realm, there is so much infidelity and unfaithfulness. Even within the church of Jesus Chris
there are men who promise to teach and carry out the word of God as it is writteraposkle's doctrine

and right throughout the whole counsel of Gdulit we find that when they get to their position, or when the
world's pressure comes in upon them, or the pressure within the church, they fail to walk in those paths ¢
righteousness antieoretically they're unfaithful to the word of God. There is unfaithfulness all around us in
every single sphere, and indeed if we are honest with ourselves we must say that there are times that we
unfaithful ourselves, in transactions that we givetha words that we speak, and more severely and
seriously in our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. There's a measure of unfaithfulness in ou
part, therefore it strikes us and it is totally foreign to us when we read a verse such as Deyt&@rearse 9

that says: 'Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God'.

It's remarkable, isn't it, that there's no taint of doubt? It's absolute, 100%! And it staggdiksngsin an
unfaithful world, living around unfaithful peégy and when we look at the unfaithfulness in our own heart

to realise that there is one who personifies absolute faithfulness, there is a 'Lord thy God, He is God, tt
faithful God'. Indeed the fact is that if He was not faithful and if He was notwtbbofaithful, He would

not be God. Paul said to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2:13: 'If we believe-riotother words, in our context, if we

are not faithful, yet God is faithful, 'he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself'. It doesn't matter what we
believe dout ourselves, or what we see in the world around us, that doesn't matter really becausea&od is
we have learnt transcendent. He is above all of this universe, all of our standandfact He sets His
eternal holy standard, as we were lookingaat iveek. And even if we believe not in this faithfulness, yet He
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abideth faithful, He cannot deny Himself. If He was unfaithful, He would deny Himself, He would topple
from His throne and He would cease to be God.

Perhaps one of His most radiant gloniessod's holiness that we pondered last week. But you know, God
has many glories, doesn't He? And this is another: His faithfulness. The Psalmist glorified in it in 89 anc
verse 8: 'O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee? Or to thylfséiss round about thee?'.

God is a strong God, and God clothes Himselis aura round about Him, His sphere and environment is
absolute faithfulness. Again the Psalmist in 36:5: 'Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulnes
reacheth untohie clouds* in other words, it is beyond us, it is above us, it spans us. It's no wonder that we
have been singing the inspired word of God from Lamentations382His compassions fail not, they are
new every morning'. You see, we've said it in weglse by: God is not a man that He should repent, nor a
son of man. He does not lie, there is no unfaithfulness in Him, and we dare not compare Him to men c
men's standards or men's attributes. And that's when we fall down, and indeed let me say igiwhtrat

we fall down when we look at our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, when we compare Him to other humanity
Therefore we mustas the hymnwriter says:

‘Judge not the Lord with feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace.

Behind the frowning providence,

He hides a smiling face.

Ye fearful saints fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Are rich with mercy and shall break
In blessing o'er your head'.

Why? For we have a faithful Creator! | want that to be branded upon your heart today: a faghtat'Gt's

as if- or at least it should be as-ifve've inherited a fortune! A faithful God! When all are unfaithful, when

we are unfaithful ourselves, we have this great One, this One who is God, who is a faithful Creator! That i
why the Psalmist Dadi in our Psalm 37, tells us to feed on His faithfulness. Do you feed on His
faithfulness? Do you use that as your diet of the soul? That's what | want us to do now, as we look at tt
word of God, | want us to feed on the great faithfulness of our fa@rehtor. And do you know what will
happen if you do that? You will find mental relief. The Lord knows there are many of us need that, isn't tha
right? But if you learn to feed on your faithful Creator, you will find mental relief. And that mentalwdlief

go beyond your human suffering, because it means that you are beginning to realise that there is a G
greater than the universe, there's a God greater than the “&dbnig' within our world, greater than the
failures, greater than the infideliiggreater than the indiscretionthere is a faithful God and, wonder of
wonders, glory to God, He's our God!

We can feed on that today. Now, | know the world can be so frightening, and we hear so many things th:
come in upon us, right into our heaasd grip us with fear and anxietyout when we realise that He is
faithful, and He is our God we ought to have no fear! Sidlow Baxter observes this: 'The faithfulness of Goc
is like a gigantic archway, spanning human history from its beginning to iteggén@iod's faithfulness like

an archway, right from the beginning to the end of time. And he goes on to describe how that archway spal
the pillars of God's attributes, what do | mean by that? Well, you will knbapefully - through studying

these Lord'sDay mornings, that to understand God we must see all His attributes as one. He isn't jus
faithful, but He is loving, He is angry, He is holy, He is omnipotentpadlerful, altknowing, He is
omnipresent, He is everywhere. He has many attributes atsdtpadis being, but you can't separate those

just like you can't separate God Himself, or you can't pull you apart, you have many parts but you can
separate those. And in the same way, God's faithfulness Baxter says is arching over all of His
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atributes, you can't pull any of them apart and make them separate or single entities of themselves. Ar
that's seen within His faithfulness: no one of God's attributes contradicts another of His attibwtider

words, God's love never contradictsd®ojustice. That's what some would teach today, that it doesn't matter
really what you do, God will just love you anyway and take you to heaven: universalism. But that's taking
one of God's attributes and looking at it and forgetting about His justiteh&justice of God and the love

of God together mean that God's justice came down on Chhiglielujah! - and His grace was shown
toward me.

It's the same with God's faithfulness, it harmonises with absolutely everything. Now | want to show you this:
there are seven pillars that you find of God's attributes, and every single one of them, that arch of God
faithfulness overflows it. The first is God's righteousness. You see, if God was not faithful what would His
righteousness mean? It would mean altety nothing. You see, God cannot go back on His word, He is
absolutely righteous in everything He says and everything He-dwesb you see there God's faithfulness in

His righteousness. In His omnipotence, in other wordpadlerful, He is Almighty God God never starts a

thing and is unfaithful to finish it, isn't that right? When God starts a thing, God carries it on and God
accomplishes it and brings it to completioso you can see there in His omnipotence, His faithfulness over
arching it. Thirdy, God is truth, isn't He? He does not just say the truth, He is the truth. Now, untruth and
faithfulness don't go together, so you see there again marked and stamped on God's truth is His attribute
faithfulness. His immutability, and that simply me&hisou changest not', He never changes. Jesus Christ is
the same today, yesterday and forever, and God is the same, He never changes, there is never any devie
or declination in His goodness, or in His grace, or in His anger, or in His memy that $ absolutely
trustworthy, absolutely faithful. Then there is His wisdom, if He's to be wise then He has to be faitiful

got to know everything before we know He's faithful, isn't that right? We couldn't say that God did
something faithfully if He did't know all the facts, if some of the facts were hidden from God and He made
a wrong decision. But He is the-alise God, and that makes Him faithful! He's a God of love, and when |
know He is a God of love, and loves me, | can be sure that He hasomulyfay me- isn't that wonderful?

You see, the love of God reeks of the faithfulness of God, it's got the grains of it right throughout it!

There are seven texts corresponding to those seven truths, corresponding to faithfulness of God, in the N
Testanent that | want to bring you to today. And it shows this: that the God of the Bible is the one and the
only true God. The first is the faithfulness of God in forgiving, 1 John 1 and verse 9, you may need to turn t
it, you may not: 'lIf we confess our sire is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness'. Now you know that verse well, and that speaks of the righteousness of God i
faithfulness, doesn't it? If we confess our sins, He is faithful and {Bstek wod ‘righteous* He is faithful

and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. His faithfulness and H
righteousness are linked together in forgiveness, isn't that wonderful? God is faithful in forgiving.

Now, let's explai it: because the Saviour died, because the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified and God laid o
Him the iniquity of us all, a righteous and a holy God can now forgiaed this is the point now can
forgive righteously. In other words, He's not papering ¢lercracks, He's not turning a blind eye to our sin,
but He is being a holy God and He is completely, legally and righteously pardonirgddecause of that

He is faithful and just, faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse usalirom
unrighteousness. So, listen: you can be sure that God, according to His righteousness, according to F
faithfulness, has forgiven your sinhallelujah! Do you know that? You can be sure because He's faithful.
He's stamped the seal of His faithfulneg®n your soul if you're saved, if you're trusting in the blood of
Calvary, if you've put your faith in the grace of God found in Christ, the bleeding Lamb at Calvary. If you've
done that, hallelujah, God will forgive you.

You'll remember last week we idathat God can't just forgive sin, and He can't! His holiness demands
justice, that's another of His attributes. He requires atonement, and without the shedding of blood there is |
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remission of sins, without atonement He could never be faithful to ftmgehow He Himself, the great
Judge of sin, becomes the sacrifice for sin and He judges His own sin at Calvary. And that holiness thi
demanded a sacrifice provides the Lamisod will provide Himself a Lamb! Bless God, He did. It's
wonderful to think, ig't it, that this God, this holy God, this faithful God, this righteous God received the
chief of sinners and He did it righteously. That's what Paul says in Romans 8:31: 'What shall we then say
these things? If God be for us, who can be against ue?se 33 'Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God's elect? It is God that justifieth.or in other words: it is God that counts us righteous. Who can throw
anything at you and say 'You did this, you did that, you did the other'? It is God, Gambmdemns you, it

is God who justly makes you righteous, how can anything be against us when God is for us? Wonder ¢
wonders, and this is mighty, listen to this: 'He is faithful and just to forgive faghful and righteous to
forgive us- 'our sins, ad cleanse us from all unrighteousness'. He is righteous, a holy God is righteous in
cleansing sinners from unrighteousness. No wonder the hymnwriter said, as we heard this morning:

'‘Because the sinless Saviour died,
My sinful soul is counted free.

For God, the just, is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me'.

He is faithful in forgiveness. Secondly, in 2 Thessalonians 3 and 3 we find this verse: 'But the Lord is
faithful, who shall establish you, and keep you from evil'. It reads like this: 'But tlteis daithful, who

shall establish you, and guard you from evil'. Now, we've seen God's faithfulness in forgiving, and this is
God's faithfulness in protecting. He will establish you and will guard-yoaw that's His omnipotence, His
all-powerfulness,at's God's faithfulness in His omnipotendhat great arch spanning over that pillar of
omnipotence! It's lovely to think that God's guarding us, and in the Greek language that's a military term, |
means 'to garrison around'. Think of it! Not even Sdtanself can penetrate the great bulwarks of God's
omnipotence! We are protected by God. Now, there are times, mark, that our outward man and our outwa
boundary sometimes can be penetrated by the Devil himbeif around the spirit of God's elect thas

fiery circle and, if Satan should try or attempt to get in there, he will get scorched because God is faithful t
protect us in His omnipotence!

Now listen: maybe you're here today and you're not long saved, and you're having trouble with tdngs, [a
Satan says to you] 'You're not saved! You couldn't have done what you just did and be saved!'. He's tellir
you: 'You can't go to the meeting the way you are, all that sin that you've been committing all week anc
you're going to portray that you're tlgeeat spiritual Christian?'. Now, maybe you're a secret backslider, and
you're backslidden, and your heart's backsliddgou know it, but others don't know it, everybody else
thinks you're OK- and the Devil's telling you: 'Well, if you come back to tleed everybody will wonder
what's happening! You'll be embarrassed, they'll be surprised because they thought you were alright, at
you'll be embarrassed and maybe your family will be embarrassed’. Are you a Christian wanting to go o
with God but the Delis telling you 'You'll never amount to anything, look how many times you've failed
before. You've tried that before and, sure, you've failed'? Listen: shut him up by laying your hands on God
protecting faithfulness! He will establish youyes, the DeNs powerful, in fact he's probably the most
powerful creature that He created, but remember this: that the Lord has beaten him under the ground by F
own blood! He has crushed him and we shall overcome him by the blood of the Lamb and the power of Hi
testimony. So look: don't listen to him, but grab hold of the great faithful protecting power of God and use it!
When temptations come and when the doubts enter your mind, and the worries, and thauteamsend to

them, in fact put an end to them nomdaoday! Do you believe God is faithful? 'Oh, | believe He's faithful'
well, step out upon # now! Put your foot of faith out and, today, fall upon that bed of roses of His faithful
protection. The old hymnwriter said in another verse:
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'When Satatempts me to despair,
Telling of evil yet within,

Upward | look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin!"

Do you look up? He's faithful in forgiving and in protecting, and then He's faithful in promising. Hebrews 10
and verse 23, you read thiket us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faithful
that promised* He is faithful that promised, that's His faithfulness in promising. It literally reads like this:
‘Let us hold fast the confessioerthat's more outward, lnen you tell people all about the Lorthold fast the
confession of our hope' that's what it literally means, the hope that lies before us. Now that is the
faithfulness of God's truth, you have confessed Jesus Christ as Lord, and that is Godantiutacause of

that God will be faithful to bring you to your final destination and Christ will come again for you one day,
and that is your hope that is in God's truth. In fact, verse 25 of Hebrews 10, we see this statement: '...as"
see the day approdoly’ - He's coming soon, you know. Sure, you can see it all around, you'd need to be
blind not to see it, and He's coming for us! And it doesn't matter what the world says, it doesn't matter whe
some modernistic, liberal theologian says doesn't alteGod's truth and indeed God's faithfulness in His
truth. He said it, we can rely on it. It is God's word, He has promised it. Well might they say: 'Where is the
promise, then, of His coming? Sure, you've been saying this for years! Where is the prév@se3pond:
‘Though it tarry, it will not tarry* why? For He is faithful that promised.

Do you see it? That goes for all the promises of God, you can have faith in them because they're absolute
faithful, because they rely on God's truth and Godth sifaithful. Do you believe God? 'Imagine asking a
Christian 'Do you believe God'! Of course | believe God, aren't | a Christian? Don't | read my Bible? Don't |
try my best, by the grace of God, to live it everyday?'. You know, that must be the tarde&ir me in my

life: to just nakedly, without any qualifications or trying to make a deal with God, just believe in Him! Just
hang on to Him! In the essentials, to believe God and leave those things resting upon His promises. We ¢
give a loyal adheree and an agreement to His promises, but do we take up the faithfulness of God's
promise and believe? And if you need any thing today, that's what you need! You need a good dose of tt
promises of God! You need to rely on God's word, in your prayerléafenddis promises, look for them and
claim them and see them! You need to do it in your life of worry, my friend, for it'll wreck you, it'll destroy
your health and it'll warp your mindand if you don't decide that you're going to be careful for nothiag,

in all things by prayer and supplication [with] thanksgiving [make your] requests to God, if you worry about
nothing, pray about everything, God will give you the peace of God that passeth all understanding. But yo
have to do it, you have to take G®avord, His promises, you have to stand on them, you have to act upon
them, you have to believe on them. If you want to be blessed by God, and father and mother you want yo
family to be blessed by God, you're going to have to get the promises of Gaddostiart claiming them.

Take His word and believe it, and what a medicine that would be to calm your nerves, just to believe in Goc
You remember in Luke chapter 8 verse 50 we read these words: 'But when Jesus heard it, he answered h
saying, Fear nobelieve only, and she shall be made whole'.

Fourthly, He is faithful in producing. 2 Corinthians 1:18 and 20: 'But as God is true', and that word is
faithful', 'as God is faithful, our word toward you was not yea and nay. For all the promises of ltaod in

are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by udghat's His immutability, that's His
unchangeableness. He says: 'You're not going on our word, you know! God is faithfslis not what Paul

the apostle says, it's not what David Legge sagswhat the Iron Hall saysthis is what God says! He is
faithful and He will produce! Now this isn't just empty faith, this is evidence of that faith in our- ixes

can actually see the produce of God's faithfulness in your life. God is not @hfulféeo promise, but He is
faithful to perform in us what He has promised! Sure, all the Old Testament promises, weren't they fulfillec
and filled up in our Lord Jesus Christ and His coming? And all the promises of the New Testament ar:
fulfilled in us! All the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us! Grab
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hold of that! '‘By us'! In my life, yes, in your lifein your life the promises of God, and that word 'Amen’ just
means 'let it be so'. Will you let it be so? Whitlu start believing in God? Start trusting that He will produce

in your life what you've longed for, what you've hoped for, what the word of God says you can have in the
Lord Jesus.

A saintly old grandmother, she was a godly woman, used to rejoice pmdimeses of God. She would rock

in her rocking chair with the Bible open on her knee, looking at her favourite passages. And there was time
that she would doze off in that old chair, and woke up again and began to read. But there was one day s
dozed off she never awokeand the Bible was left open on her knee, and when her family came in to find
her they found it open, and they took that Bible. Her son took it and he began to read it day by day, with hi
wife, before the Lord. And day by day, as thegr&vreading, they would come across little passages, and
etchings and jottings that she would have made at the side of the marginthey would find these two
letters "TP' all the time, right beside verses. And they noted it, and they didn't knowt wiesnit until
eventually they came to it written in full beside one promisige had written: "Tried and Proved'. How many
promises can we write that beside? God is a forgiving God, and many of us can write it beside that, can you

God produces in us,dd protects us and then, again, fifthly: God sanctifies us. He is faithful in sanctifying. 1
Thessalonians 5:23 and 24: 'And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the gafaur Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also will do it'and that is the arch of God's faithfulness over His holiness. What does God
call you to? He's called you to holiness, and if you're not called to holiness, you're nitarChrhat's no

new doctrine by the way, that's what I've just read from the word of @gdu don't want to be holy you're

not a Christian, Christians want to be holy because God's life is in them! That's what God has called them t
to be holy in tleir lives. But how hard it is to be holy, | don't underestimate that, but God calls us to it. But
God, as always, never calls unless He enablaisd He calls you to be holy, and here's the verse in 1
Thessalonians 5: '...who also will do it'. He's goiaglb it, don't you worry about it, He'll do it! But the
implication there is: if you will let Him. He'll only do it if you let Himf you don't want to be holy, He's not
going to make you holy. But God will be faithful in sanctifying yothe God that &lls you to be holy is
faithful in His holiness and will do it! Now beware of looking for it in yourself, like many do, for you'll not
find it in yourself- but if you believe God, be encouraged today if you're seeking God to take that step
towards God irholiness. Don't fear it will fail, don't fear it will go wrong like all the other times, but just
believe God is faithful and will do it!

Sixthly: He is faithful in temptation. 1 Corinthians 10 and 13: 'There hath no temptation taken you but suck
as is coonmon to man: but God is'let's hear it- faithful'. 'God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be al
to bear it- now that is the faithfulness @od over the wisdom of God. 'Boy, this temptation's terrible, you
don't know what I'm going through. It's alright for you, you've no problems, you're a Rasian!
Temptation? Tell me about it. Temptatierbut temptation according to the wisdom of Géébw, God
tempteth no man, that's what we have from the word of -Gtmh't blame God for your temptation. Satan
tempts you, but God is the oréf | can say it reverently who holds His hand on the thermostat of your
temptation. He will never let it gg¢o hot for you. He is faithful, that's His wisdonHe's wise, He's not
going to put you under something and you're going to break, and your Christian life's going to be over
That's the Devil tells you that! Listen, think about it, it's him says: '@fe tve go again, on your face again,
you're just going to give into it like you've always dondHat's the Devil, that's the accuser of the brethren,
for God is faithful, He makes a way of escape, He will make you able to bear it!

One of the open sedseto temptation in life is to see it as God seesaihd that's not to trip you up, it's
because God is wise and God is faithful, and just like the rough winds and the rains strengthen the littl
sapling of a tree until it grows stronger, and stronged, sironger, and can withstand those puny winds that
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nearly blew it over beforeGod is just tempering the wind for you so that you can get stronger, and stronger,
and stronger, until you're in glory and you're like Christ. Will you trust His wisdomHeiatmade a way of
escape in your temptation and you can be, and are able, to bear it?

Seventhly and finally: He is faithful in keeping. And what a beautiful note to end on today, 1 Corinthians 1:8
and 9: 'Who [God] shall also confirm you unto the ehdt tye may be blameless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord'
that's His faithfulness in love. You know the thought that came to me when | was reading thggpissa

this: He'll get us there, isn't that wonderful? He'll get us there! When no one else could get us there, He |
His own blood will get us there. And one day, because He's a faithful God, because He said it, we will stan
before Him righteous, purd&or Peter says we are kept by the power of God through faith, unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last day. The old saint was gardening and a man stopped by him and said: 'H
are you keeping?', and he says: 'I'm not just keeping, I'm kept!'tHah'beautiful? Do you know you're
kept? You don't need to worry! You're kept! You're there! And if you're not saved, you can be kept today if
you would believe that faithful God!

'The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose

He will not desert to its fes.

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake
He'll never, no never, no never, forsake!

Will you eat of His faithfulness now? Will you eat, drink and be merry in the faithfulness of God? Why not
reach out this morning, Christian, and hold orGod's faithfulness? And if you're not saved, if you confess
your sins and repent and turn from them, He will be faithful and just to forgive your sin, and to cleanse yol
from all unrighteousness.

Father, we thank Thee that Thou art faithful. Oh, Loat the should even tell Thee that Thou art faithful!

But yet, we must know that and we must come to know it, and learn that in our lives we can rely upon Thee
We ought not worry, fear, fret, but feed upon Thy great faithfulness, for we-leas® in our sffering - a

faithful Creator. Lord, we believebut help Thou our unbelief today, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
we pray, Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreachlhe Word- January 2001
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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reading from the word of God, Job 26. And as | said earlier in the announcerapdtsdon't want

to overstate it, but | don't feélcan overstate i please do, tonight, make an effort to bring people
along. The gospel will be preached, and you may find that they'll come more readily to this meeting tonight
they'll enjoy the meeting as most do enjoy Christmadut they'll also kar the gospel, and that's what's
important. So please do make an effort and remember it in your prayers.

N ow we're turning in our Bibles to two readings, one short and one not so short. Job 26 is our firs

"The Power Of God* Job 26 and verse 14: "Lo, these are parts of his waasdd we have been learning in
recent weeks that that is all we can kndMe looked at that especially in '‘God Transcendent', that He is
above us and the secret things belong unto our God. So, therefore, these are only parts of His ways that
are looking at. "But how little a portion is heard of him? But the thunder of lempweho can understand?”

And then we turn to Habakkukalmost at the end of your Old Testamehtabakkuk and chapter 3. Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk and then Zephanidhabakkuk 3 and beginning to read at verse 2. And we have dealt in
detail with these versan the Bible readings last year* but what | want you to gather from this reading is the
power of God. Verse 2: "O Lord, | have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the
midst of the years, in the midst of the years make knownrathwemember mercy”. Now | want you to try

and picture this in your mind: "God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. Hi:
glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. And his brightness was as the light; he h
horrs coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power. Before him went the pestilence, an
burning coals went forth at his feet. He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder
nations; and the everlasting mountains were seatt¢he perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting. |
saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. Was the Lord
displeased against the rivers? Was thine anger against the rivers? Was thy wrathregagest that thou

didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation? Thy bow was made quite naked, according to tl
oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. The mountains saw the
and they trembled: theverflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands
on high. The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the
shining of thy glittering spear. Thou didst march throdlgé land in indignation, thou didst thresh the
heathen in anger. Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointec
thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto.t8elabck
Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter ms
their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, throuc
the heap of great watefd/hen | heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered
into my bones, and | trembled in myself, that | might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the
people, he will invade them with his troops".

*See "Majoringln The Minors: Habakkuk" on our Bible Studies page at www.preasfotitecom

Our verse that we read from Job tells us that God is incomprehensible. In other words, we see a certe
amount of God but we cannot see all of Him, and specifically Job is tadkiogt God's power. In a small
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measure we can see God's power, but we can never know the full extent of His great power. His power
infinitely more lodged in Him than we can ever imagine.

In this chapter, Habakkuk 3 and versealgreat depiction of thpower of God look down at it. At the end

of verse 4 you read this: '...there was the hiding place of his power'. Where was the hiding place? This gre
depiction of God's power as He walks through the land, as He destroys His enemies, as He rittes upon
waves, as He thunders from the heavens with His great vtheze was the hiding of His power. Isn't that
remarkable? This was not the disclosure of God's power, this is the hiding of it! This is what God does whe
He hides His powerwhat must Godbe like when He discloses it and opens it up to all men and to the whole
world?

When Abraham was 99 years of age in Genesis 17 and verse 1 it says: 'The Lord appeared to Abram, &
said unto him, | am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfeath the Almighty God, El
Shaddai. That is where we get the word ‘'omnipotent' from, 'almighty'. It is a direct translation, if you like,
from the Latin: 'almighty* ‘omnipotent’. 'Omni' means all, 'potent’ means pew@d is allpowerful.

John heardhe voice of a multitude, he said it was as the voice of many waters, many thunderings throughou
the universe, declaring the sovereignty and the powerfulness of God and it went like this: 'Hallelujah! For th
Lord God omnipotent reigneth’. God's sovengygand his omnipotence must go together: God cannot be
omnipotent unless He is sovereign, He can't b@alerful unless He is in all contrelthey go together,

they cannot exist alone. As one person has said: 'To reign, God must have power, amdstovesegnly

He must have all power'. This is what omnipotence means: ‘almi@@yimes in our English Bible we find

that phrase, 'almighty’, and every single time it refers to God, for God alone is almighty. And God being
almighty, it means that Heopsesses something that no one else can possess, no creature can be said to he
absolute potency, they cannot be@werful for this Almighty God has an inconceivable plentitude of
power. He overflows with power, He is -@lbwerful - and because He idl4owerful it means that He is
equal and above every single power that there is in the universe.

If you think about it for a moment, it is inconceivable that He igpaWerful to our minds, but it is also
inconceivable that He is not gdbwerful. How ould you have a God that is not-pthwerful? Imagine God,
willing to do something, but not having the power to carry it out. It doesn't make sense! That is not God, tha
is a mere creation of man's mind! But this almightypalverful God, when He willéle can do, and He

must be alpowerful to be alGod. Thomas Watson, the puritan, put it like this: 'Take away a King's power
and we urking him. Take away God's power and we@aod him'. His power is equal to His will, what He
wills He does- and praise kin, He has the power to do it! He says Himself in Isaiah 46: 'l will do all my
pleasure...l have spoken it, | will also bring it to pass; | have purposed it, | will also do it'.

Power and authority are often confused with one another, because they @me aatl the same thing. You

see, you can have authority, but that authority can be resisted by men. They can try to usurp it, they can he
a coup d'etat in a nation, try to overthrow the throne and the government, they can resist authority. But pow
is a different thing, because to bring power and authority together means that God Himself, being almighty
has His authority but He has the power to carry it out. As His holiness is His beauty, as we saw in week
gone by, His holiness is the beauty of Higilatites, this power of God is what gives life to all that God is
and all that God does. Think about it: what would be the point of God having a great plan in this universe, ii
all of His wisdom, in all of His love toward us, in all of His faithfulness tlva were thinking about last
week, but He is impotent to carry it out?

Doesn't work like that, sure it doesn't? It's that chain, it's that pillar again that we were thinking about, tha
rainbow, that arch that goes over all the pillars of Gadd we ould say that, just as we learnt last week
that the arch of faithfulness goes over all God's attributes, we can also say that the arch of His power go
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over them as well. If He hasn't the power to be what He says He is, He is not God! Without power, His
mercy would be feeble pity. Without power, His great and precious promises would be all hot air, isn't tha
right? They would mean nothing! But as Stephen Charnock says: 'His threatenings would be a mer
scarecrow but God's power is like Himself: infiniteeternal, incomprehensible it can neither be checked,
restrained nor frustrated by the creature'. Didn't the Psalmist say that in 89:6? 'For who in the heaven can
compared unto the Lord? Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto theDamd?'4:35:

'‘And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: an&bd'- 'doeth according to his will in the

army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, W
doest thou?".

What a nighty God! Does that not thrill your heart? That that is the God we come to today, that is the God
we worship, a God who is almighty, a God who is omnipotent, a God who has all power! Where then can w
see this almighty power of God? That's what | wabaod at first of all, and then we will look at: what does

it mean for us to know this almighty power of God. But let's look at the first point first of all: where can we
see the power of God? Now, it is true to a certain extent that God has delegatedwemi® His creatures.

He gave Adam jurisdiction over the earth, He delegated some of His power. But you know, when God dic
that and when He does it in our lives to give us a measure of will and freedom, He does not relinquish any
His own power. He dam't demean Himself, or exhaust Himself in any measure of any of His great power.
He never gives His power away. As Spurgeon said: 'God's power is like Himsekéxisedit, self
sustained. The mightiest of men cannot add so much as a shadow of inpmeasetb the omnipotent One.

He sits on no buttressed throne, and leans on no assisting iantt'that right? And what God gives us
power to do, it does not relinquish Him of any of His great power, for He is the great source and the
originator of allpower- and if you would learn that, it would be a medicine to your soul! It would be a
medicine that would purge out this old-siick world if they would realise, if they would hear from the voice

of God, what Job heard: 'Where wast thou when | laididbedations of the earth? Declare if thou hast
understanding!’. You see, the power of God buries the pride of man.

Where can we see it? Where can man see it? Well, first of all you can see it in creation. Sadly our worl
today sees laws of nature, rathlean the power of Godisn't that right? When great catastrophes happen
and when things go wrong all around the world, or things go right, it's always the laws of nature or the han
of man in it all- but God's power is ignored! In Job 9 and verse 8 el this: '[God] treadeth upon the
waves of the sea'do you know what that is? That is God's uncontrollable pewdon't mean that He can't
control it, but you can't. You can't control God's power, and this world can't control God's-gastdike

the waves (and we've been seeing it, haven't we, in the floods in England and here in Northern Ireland), m
can't control it, it is above them, it is beyond them. And what Job is saying is God's power cannot b
controlled, He treadeth upon the waves & $ea! In Job 22:14 we read this: 'He walketh in the circuit of
heaven*- do you know what that is? The universality of His presence, He is everywhere, He walks in the
circuit of the heavens, we cannot escape Him, He is beyond us, He is ab@redukenn Psalm 104:3 we

read: 'He walketh upon the wings of the wind'! He treadeth upon the sea, He walks in the circuit of heaver
and He treads on the wings of the wind.

Isn't it amazing that it doesn't say that He runs or He flies? It says 'He walksSsdé#uatugreat power that

He has is in perfect control. It never loosens out of His control, He is in all power, all control. In the
swiftness of His actions, He is sovereign, He is almigtagd surely when you look into the sky on a dark
night and you se all the beauties of creation in the stars, do you not think to yourselves: "Where do they
come from? How did they get there?'. And to think to ourselves that they came from ndduddhad no
material to work with, He created the material out of ngitand then worked upon that material. The great
divine Architect had no tools, He worked with His own power and He spoke one word and creation camg
into being. The old Christian said, and said rightly: 'The world cannot make- &fiit that right? Thegan't

make a fly, but God made this universe in one infallible word! The Psalmist says: '‘God has spoken once
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twice have | heard this: that power belongeth unto our God'. And that's all He needed for creation, one woil
and it sprang into beinghallelujeh, what a God!

You can see it in creation. Secondly you can see it in preservadtiebrews 1 and verse 3, not only did He
create it, but He upholds all things by the word of His power! Oh, many a man and many a scientist ha
created a thing and it's gotit of control and he ceases now to contrelisin't that right? But not our God,

for what He wills He has the power to do, and He has the power to sustain. He is almighty in His preservin
power, thirdly: He's almighty in restraining natural corruptidiou look around the world today and you
think to yourself: 'Things couldn't get any worséut can you imagine, for one moment, how worse things
would be if it wasn't for God's sovereign hand curbing iniquity, curbing corruption? Iniquity would drown
the world; sin would fill our lungs and drown us to hell if it wasn't for God pulling down the floodgates! God
does that in His restraining power.

You can see it in redemption, fourthly, and this is the most beautiful. We'll be thinking not too long from
today about the Lord Jesus Christ and His birth. And at the virgin birth in Luke 1:35 and 37, we read this
'‘And the angel answered and said unto her', Mary, 'The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefds® that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God...For with God nothing shall be impossitiellelujah! What a God! The world, in sin and
nature's night but this great God has the power to redeem a world of sin, &8s God has the power to
bring clean out of unclean, to bring perfection out of an imperfect womb of a sinner. This almighty God is
able to preserve the Lord Jesus Christ from the attacks of Satan until He gets to the cross. This great God
all His omnpotence, is able to bring death from the grave into new life. This God is able to set at His own
right hand in the majesty on high, a perfect Man! What a Gk is the God in His athower who will

come in His Son, in clouds descending from the heawtswill take His own redeemed people to be with
Himself in glory.

Think about it! What power could unite two natures, the nature of God and the nature of man, and fuse the
together in one person? That's almighty power! That is omnipotent power! Batdpewer could put away

sins forever by the blood of His cross? Only almighty power, for only almighty power could redeem a world
of sinners lost. Only almighty power could incarnasad that's where you see it also: in the incarnation, and
you see itm the life of the Lord Jesus, for He spoke to the leper and what did He say? 'l will, be thou clean’
and immediately the leprosy was cleansed. He spoke to dead Lazarus: 'Come &thllazarus came
forth. John 11, they're out in the boat, the winad e waves are tossing them to and fro: ‘Carest Thou not
that we perish Master?'...'Peace be still'..."'What manner of man is this that even the winds and the sea ol
Him?' What power! What power!

Sixthly, you see it in conversion. Do you know thatréfe greater power in conversion than there is in
creation? Because in creation there was no one that opposed God, sure there wasn't? There was no sin in
world, but in conversion He had Lucifer to deal with, in conversion He had this world to deahmdtin
conversion He had my old black, degyged, depraved heart that opposed Him! But He's an Almighty God,
and He was able to overcome my heart by the pewghesians saysthat raised Christ from the dead and

set Him at the right hand of God, thva&s the power that it took Him to convert me! What power! Sinner, if
you're here today and you're not saved, it's going to take a power greater than that made those trees and
birds out there to save your soul. But the magic of it all is that that pswere, that power is in the Gospel

and it's available to you if you would only take it! The old puritans got it right you know, they knew that it
took more power to convert than it does to create. Listen to what one of them says: 'God has salvation a
damnation in His power. He has the key of justice in His hand to lock up whom He will in the fiery prison of
hell. He has the key of mercy in His hand to open heaven's gate to whom He pleases'.
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The Psalmist said in Psalm 8, of creation, that creatiortlhveawork of God's fingers; but in Luke chapter 1
and verse 51, we read that salvation was the work of God's arm. You see, it take# m&ess God arm to

save you! And whereas creation was one miracle, one spoken word, conversion is many miracles eve
single day that we live and breathe in this world, miracle after mirasid God is speaking word after word
after word to bring a new creation into being. What power of God! Is it no wonder that it was declared of the
Lord Jesus Christ: 'He is able save to the uttermost’, for He is almighty! Now you remember that, my
unconverted friend, you remember that: that you cannot continue to harden your heart against God foreve
because He is more powerful than you even think He is. That's what Ephe2@isa$s]: 'He is able to do
exceeding abundantlyHe's greater than you think. Julian the Emperor, he found thathewlvas wounded

in battle and he was wounded fatally. He was an enemy of Christ, the Gospel and His endrels he lay

there dyingthe history books tell us that he threw his blood into the air and he shouted: 'Basisti Galae' (sp?
- 'Oh, Galilean, Thou hast overcomel'.

You see, this man Christ Jesus always overcomes, and there's a day He'll overcome you, my friend, if yc
don't tun to Him. And it's better to meet God with tears in your eyes than with weapons in your hands, for
this is great power. This is the power of God, this is the power that shut the lion's mouth, this is the powe
that made fire not to burn, this is the powsat made waters to stand like walls, this is the power that caused
the sun to go ten degrees backward on the dial of Ahaz, this is the power that cast the greatest cherub fr
heaven into hell, this is the power that locked his own angels up in a dufogyealheternity, this is the
power that made Nebuchadnezzar to chew grass like a bullockhe powers are ordained of God. And my
friend, by Him even Kings reign, and Prince Charles would need to remember that, wouldn't he? Our ow
Royal family and eery prime minister and President are where they are because God's power has permitte
it.

Seventhly, His power can be seen in judgement. Oh, that you would see His power in juddgemg&hen

God smites, no one resists Him. Ezekiel 22: 'Can thine Bedttre, or can thine hands be strong, in the days
that | shall deal with thee? | the Lord have spoken it, and will do it'. You can look at the flood, you can look
at Sodom and Gomorrah, and you can look at the Egyptians in the Redaisdavhat if God, wling to

show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with muchdoffigrings the vessel of wrath fitted

to destruction what if God should destroy you in hell? He has the power to do it.

Secondly: what should we learn from this power of Gol@ first thing | want us to learn today is that He
must be reconciled to. Have you got that? This great, omnipotent, Almighty God must be reconciled to
why? Because God, one day, will display His power by incarcerating men and women in the lakarmd fire,

He has the power to preserve their body and their soul supernaturally for all eternity! That's what it mean:s
that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God! Does that power not make you tremble? It
made Habakkuk tremble, it mades lbelly tremble, it made his bones into rottenness, it made him fall before
the face of God and if you are a rebellious sinner in this place it ought to make you tremble. God is all
powerful in His justice and in His judgement. The Lord Jesus said:riééghem which kill the body but are

not able to kill the soul, but rather fear Him which is able to destroy body and soul in hell'! He says to you
today: 'Fear ye Me not? Saith the Lord, Will ye not tremble at My presence?'. Jeremiah asked the questio
'Who knows the power of His wrath?'. Nahum: 'His fury is poured out like fire, the rocks are thrown down
by Him'. And the Psalmist implores you today, as | do, from Psalm 2: 'Kiss the Son, lest He be angry witt
thee'- it's time for reconciliation, thatishat it's time for with God. You need to be reconciled from your sin,
you need to turn from it and turn to Gedor if you don't that great judgement of power and omnipotence
will fall upon your head.

Can | ask you: would you not rather have God fan flwan against you? | mean, this is crazy, isn't it? To
stand and spit in the face of God, and shake your fist in front of Him out of rebellious sinfulness when Go«
could wipe you off the face of the earth in one second! Would you not rather that tp@vaelfful,
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omnipotent God was for you than against you? For the power of God, the word says, is against the wickec
and it's not a shield to protect you, but it's a sword to wound the sinner that is unrepentant! You see, son
children that grow up in Chtisn homes, because they've been taught all their life that God is love and that
God loves them and God cares for them and that God will protect them, they live on in their sin thinking tha
- that's nonsense! God is angry with the sinner every day! Aledsigou have the blood of Jesus Christ over
you, you'll be damned my friend. That's the thing you need to learn from the power of God, that He must b
reconciled to.

The second thing is this: He requires worship. He requires it. Imagine a gigantictalpsoler- that He is

not just some kind of impersonal influence or force, but He is a person, a person whom we can approach
our Father. He's the great | Am, yet you and | in Christ can speak to Him in the most intimate humar
language that exists. Tazeaid that, he said: 'The worshipping man finds this knowledge a source of
wonderful strength for his inner life. His faith rises to take a great leap upward into fellowship with God,
who can do whatever He wills to do, for whom nothing is to hard acdiffoecause He possesses power
absolute'. Sure, when this God's revealed to you, do you not feel like falling on your face? Do you not fee
like it? I'm asking a question: do you feel like it? For we ought to! We ought to fall at His feet as dead anc
worship Him!

Thirdly, He must be reconciled to, He requires worship, but He must be trusted. He must be trusted. H
God, this Almighty One, can do everything as easily as He can do anything. He does everything withou
effort, He doesn't expend any energy kever gets tired, He never needs to be replenished, He never looks
outside of Himself for help or energyand it's to this One that we need to come and trust. 2 Chronicles 16
and verse 12 we read about Asa, and it says there: 'Asa in the thirty dnge@nbdf his reign was diseased

in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to t
physicians'. He might have known that God had all power, but he didn't trust Him in it. You see, that's wha
God wants of us, if you're His child that's what He wants. He wants you to come and recognise that He'
omnipotent, that He's aflowerful and He wants you to bring your diseased feghatever they may be

and trust them not to physicians, but trust themdito.

A.B. Simpson, Presbyterian Pastor in America years ago, was in his raghlldve had broken health and
was deeply discouraged, disillusioned and despondent. He was ready to quit the ministry, but one day |
heard an old Negro spiritual that werkdithis: 'Nothing is too hard for Jesus, no man can work like Him'.
He writes that it went like an arrow into his heart, he said it was like a medicine of faith to the body and tc
the heart and to the soul and the spirit. And he found that he had to gdramaall his concerns, and he
went into a place of quiet to spend time with God. And after a few days in the presence of God, he ros
completely cured, he went forth in the fullness of joy to found what has become the greatest missionar
organisation thiaforeign societies have ever seen, and for 35 years after that encounter with God he laboure
for Christ. What happened to him? His faith in God was seen in the limitless power of God. He got hold of it
he connected with it, he got to grips with it, Hegged into the great omnipotent power of God and it made

all the difference to him!

Oh, there's an old lie that goes about, it's a philosophy that says that God's at a distance. 'God's far off, Ga
transcendent so why would He want anything to do with? Why would He care about you? He doesn't
even care about this planet, never mind your individual hfetid that goes into the minds of young people
and adults, and they feel that God is at a distance, He's too great or concerned to be invaadtainstiof

my insignificant life. But when you look at this, this power of God is different for it tells us that there's no
prayer too hard for Him to answer! There's no problem too difficult for Him to solve! There's no need too
great for Him to supplyThere's no passion too strong for Him to subdue, no temptation too great for Him to
deliver us from! For the Psalmist says: "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall | fear? The Lord
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is the strength of my life' His great power can be the strémgf your life and my life, of whom shall | be
afraid!

The apostle says: 'He is the eternal powdd you know what that means? You don't need to worry about
tomorrow! For His power is eternal and it will be as great tomorrow as it is today andas yesterday!

You don't need to worry! This power is the source of encouragement to our hearts, is it not? Jeremiah saw
as such when he said: '‘Ah Lord God, behold thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power
stretched out arm, and tieeis nothing to hard for thee'l Do you believe that? Put your hand up if you believe
it, now come on do you believe it? He says it, He is able to save to the uttermost. He is able to succout
them that are tempted, He is able to keep you from fallingsHéle to build you up, He is able to stablish
you - 2 Corinthians 9:8: '... and God is able to make all grace abound towards you'. And even when we reac
the last great enemy, death, He shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned like uhdoddis g
body according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself. He is able
hallelujah! He is able I'm not able, you're not able, you are weak, you are sinful, you're tempted, you're
discouraged, you're broken hearted,)'y® mourning but He is able, He is able! And even what God cannot
do- in that He cannot sin, He cannot lie, He cannot deny Himseién the things that He cannot do are for
you! He'll never fail you, He'll never forsake yebut His irresistible, isxhaustible, eternal power is there

for your taking.

One saint was ill and a friend asked him: 'What if, after you trusting God for so many years, He would fail
you?'. And that old man replied: 'Well, He would lose more than | would. | would only loseuthybut He
would lose His great name'.-Ehaddai, God Almighty, and He is your God. Hallelujah! He is your God.

Let us pray, and bow our heads. And let me just say that if you're not saved, God is able to save you no
right now. He is able, He is ghowerful to save you no matter how far away from Him you &te can, and

will, save you. If you're backslidden, no matter what those barriers are, God can overcome them and God ¢
bring you through. Your problems, your trials, your heartaches, yourtdéons and the sin that so easily
besets you God is able for it, but you have to let Him do what He will do. Will you hand it over to Him
now? Will you? By an act of faith say: 'Lord, | relinquish this and now | let Thingoaller take over'. Why

not do it and know the great peace of God?

Father, we thank Thee that we don't come to a midget God, we don't come to an impotent, powerless bei
who waits on man to serve Him. But we thank Thee that we come to Almighty God, it is written upon Thy
thigh: 'King of kings, and Lord of lords', Thou art above all things and we thank Thee for Thy great love in
the Lord Jesus Christ. But we say this Lord: it would matter how much You loved us, if You hadn't the
power to save us and bring us to Yourself, and we th&ele that in everything that is Your will toward us
You have the power to carry it out. So we pray: Lord, have Thine own way, Thou art the Potter, we are th
clay. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach The WordJanuary 2001
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been going through a series entitled '‘Behold Your Gaalhave been contemplating the character

and the nature of our great Gedvho He is, what He is like and what our God does. We're
continuing in that series today, looking at a very topical subject indeed, as it is Christmas Eve, 'The Love c
God'. In 1 Joh chapter 4 and verse 8, we read these words: "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God i
love" - verse 16- "And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him".

We're turning in our Bibles to the book of 1 John, 1 John and chapter 4. For six weeks now we havi

Then if you turn with me to Ephesians chapter 81 our Bible readings we have been going through
Ephesians chapter 3 and verse 14. We find here the prayer of Paul the apostle for the church at Ephesu
and we indeed can apply to ourselves that this i$sPprayer for us and indeed, in that the Holy Spirit
inspired it as Paul wrote it, it is the Spirit's prayer, and God's desire and God's sovereign will for every chilc
of God. Verse 14: "For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jests@hwhom the

whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, t
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rootedral grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might b
filled with all the fulness of God".

Let's take a moments pry Our Father, we thank Thee for such a vast subject as the love of God. We thank
Thee before we even delve into these depths unfathomable of Thy grace and goodness to us. We want to |
thank Thee that Thou art a God of lovend today, as we contemigahe gift of a Saviour, we can see it. It

is selfevident in that little parcel of flesh that God loved the world and He gave Himself for it. Father help
us and bless us, those who need a touch from Thyself, those that are never experienced tl@abtbskbent
abroad in their heart that today the light of Thy great gospel may shine unto them, and that this great
Saviour that was given may become theirs personally. For it is in His name we pray, Amen.

The love of God is a tremendous subject, and Itégatempt even to dabble in the waterside of this great vast
subject. It is a tremendous subject, yet at the same -tithe other side of the coin is: it's extremely
misunderstood. Very few people, biblically speaking, really have a grasp of what ¢hefl@od entails.
Repeated twice already in our reading, in 1 John chapter 4 and verse 8 and verse 16, there were these tl
words: 'God is love'. Many have said that to know the love of God, as a human being here on earth, is inde
heaven upon earth. @& prayer for his church was that every single believer under heaven would know, by
the Spirit of revelation and knowledge, the great love of God towards every believer. | wonder do we know i
today? As the poet said of Christmas:

'Oh vast surprise, #t wondrous incarnation!
Creation's God nesworn in Adam's race,

To bleed for sin and bring us free salvation.
A wonder dwarfing matter, time and space'.
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God is love- isn't that a wonderful statement? God is love, not 'He is like love'. Of courses'(®vd'iis not

the complete truth about God, for as we have been learning in weeks gone by there are many attributes
God, there are many things that we can say of Gawld it certainly doesn't mean, as some in the world
interpret it, that 'Love is Godopr God is love'. The thing that we call 'love’, the affection or the action of the
will that shows that we are concerned and have compassion upon others, some have interpreted the fact t
God is love to say: 'Love is Godso they worship love itselfthat is not what the word of God means when

it says 'God is love'. We could say of a man or a woman that we know who is particularly compassionate
'He, or she, is kindness itselfyou've heard it said, haven't you? 'They are goodness', or, 'theyaitsédf’

- but we're not saying that that man or that woman is literally, exactly love or kindness or goodness, but
describes their nature, it describes who they are. And when we say today from the word of God that 'God
love', it's not a denial ddil His other attributes, or what He is as a person. It doesn't mean that God is love
and everything else is excepted and excluded in His great nature. But what the word of God is saying is th
this great attribute of love, is more than simply an attepiitis a declaration of God's nature. God is love! It

is a summing up of what God is to every believer, to every person who has come into a relationship with th
Lord Jesus Christ through His death. We can say: 'To me, God is love'.

We've been learninthat many of God's attributes are like an arch that cover all of His attributes, all of the
things about Him. We learnt that God faithfulness is over all of His attributes, everything that God does an
is is faithful. Well, we could say this week that Goldve is like an arch over every other of His operations
and His attributes. That the love of God is the nature that makes possible everything that He is and does &
has- and because He has no beginning, it has no beginning; because He is transcendensaut of all

limits, this love has no limits; and because He is holy, He is spotless and He is pure, this love is pure, th
love is reliable, this love is perfect because He is.

It would be foolish, as we look at 'God is love', to forget thatwbed of God says more about God than
'‘God is love'. The Scriptures teach that God is Spirit, John 4:24, that is His nature, He is made up of Spiri
He doesn't have a body. 1 John 1:5 says: 'God is lightGod is not just love, but God is Spirit andd3s

light. The first of the 39 articles says this: 'God is without body, without parts and without passitirihat

good? He is without a body, He is Spirit, you cannot contain Him. He is invisible, He is everywhere, He is
Spirit - He has no partsh other words you can't divorce His love from His faithfulness, you can't divorce
His love from His justice and His wrath and His holiness. He is without parts! He is without passion, there's
no fluctuation within God, there's no excesses, there's nertéah in Him, He is absolutely perfedgod is

Spirit. God is light, again we find that in 1 John, and John was saying to his readers: '"You've moved awa
from the moral life that is of the child of God'. That's what had happened, they'd slipped upyaneth

living in sin - that's why you find, within that little book, John continually mentioning how the child of God
does not continually live in sin. And what John is saying, 'God is light', is 'God is holy, God is pdréect’
says: 'God is light anieh him is no darkness at all'. Purity, holiness, perfection, impeccability!

So therefore, God is lovebut don't forget this, whatever you do, that God is Spirit and God is also light.
Now why do | cover that ground before we go into this great sub@ztfou know why? For many in this
world, as | said at the beginning, this is a tremendous subject but it is greatly misunderstood, for many fol
who talk about the love of God don't know the love of God in their life. They've never experienced it, they
think that the love of God is something that He pours on all humanity indiscriminately, that He blesses
people regardless of whether they be His child or the child of the devil, or no matter how they're living their
lives. To many in the world, and sadly imetchurch, the love of God is a weak, insipid, indulgent, sickly
sentiment. In fact we could say that it is less of worth than many of the loves that we show one toward th
other, it's something even below all of that. But the love of God is not induigenit soft, it's not divorced

from morality and justice and His holinestor God's love is a holy love, because God is a holy God. God's
love is a perfect love, a spotless love, a just love, because that is ourf@@ailir God is a God who loves
righteousness and hates iniquity!
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You see, like in everything in life, we have Hollywood counterfeden't we? The way the world perceives
things. Let us not perceive the love of God the way the world does. In Romans 5 and verse 5 we find th
verse, lisen: 'The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us'. The
love of God is shed abroad in our heart®w, not love for God, but the love of God. Now the verb there
'shed abroad'do you know what it means? It medtgped up’, it means 'poured in', it's the word that was
used of the Spirit at Pentecost, when the Holy ghost came and baptised all of those belieersat Paul

is saying here is that love is poured in like that into the child of God. As one ti@mgats it: 'God's love

has flooded our inmost heartst is a free flow of a large quantity of God's love, it is an inundation of God's
goodness towards His children.

Isn't it lovely? It's in the perfect tense, and that simply means this: that getikesl at one point in time, it's

a completed action but we are in the good of it now. It's like the valley that has been filled with water one
day in a great storm, but for the rest of the years it stays full. The love of God has been shed abroad in ©
hearts, and that's what | want us to meditate upon this Christmas Eve. The love of God! Can | ask you: h
that been tipped up into your heart? Has it been infused into your being? Have you received, in your life, a
inundation of the love of God, floodirinto your inmost heart? Let us look at this love of God.

There are seven things that | want to leave with you. First of all: the love God is a gracious love, isn't it’
That's the nature of love itself, grace, grace and mercy! If you read history dothdinGreek and Roman
gods were very like men, in fact many of them were eroticised by human woman, many of them fough
together like men, brawling in the stredhat's in mythology of course. But this God that we have, He is so
above us, so beyond usat Paul the great apostle had to invent another word to describe His great love. He
invented 'agape’, for this is above human love, above the love of family, filial love and friendship, and all
kind of sexual love between a man and a womams is the tanscendent love of God. You see, it's a
gracious love, for the objects of God's love were the objects of His witadltis the amazing thing! We tend

to love people for who they are, if they're related to us, or what they're like, if they'rdogéody, or if

they're nice to us, we will show love toward thebut this is a gracious love, this is an agape love, this is a
love above all loves that He shows toward us in that while we were yet sinners... what a love!

Does that not thrill you? That the whaof God abided upon your head, but now the grace of God is being
tipped up into your heart! What a love! The unlovely, the unlovable, have inherited free, unearned,
unmerited grace, unqualifiedhothing in you, nothing in me that could attract God toimgact everything

in us that would repel anything holy, anything righteous, anything ggetiGod, in His grace, has come to

us. Paul could say: 'In my flesh, in me, dwelleth no good thing. A mass of corruption, a mass of depravit
and sin and iniqut but God has lavished His love toward ugracious love! Didn't He say to Israel in
Deuteronomy 7: 'The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in numb
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But be¢had ord loved you, and because he would
keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathés'got nothing to do with who you are, it's got nothing

to do with what you have done. It's free, unmerited grace poured into the heart of a degenesateqd depr
sinner. As the poet said:

'What was there in me that could merit esteem,
Or give the Creator delight?

‘Twas even so Father, | ever must sing,
Because it seemed good in Thy sight'.

Hallelujah! What a gracious God, what a gracious love is-thigllet me tell you, that is why he could say:
'We love him because he first loved us’, and that's the order of it, don't put it round the other way! If He
hadn't loved you in grace, you would have never loved Him! But He poured His grace upon you, He lovec
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you 'ere you knew Him and before you had one ounce of love for Him, He loved you. He can't love you
more- isn't that wonderful to hear this morning? He can't love you more, you can't earn it, but all you can dc
is learn more and more about the love of Gbdt gracious love.

Secondly: it's an eternal love. You find that clearly in the Scriptures, because if God is-dtenkahbout it

- His love must be eternal, indeed everything that He is is eternal. Jeremiah 31 verse 3: 'l have loved the
with aneverlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn theml if that doesn't prove that it's

got nothing to do with you, | don't know what willl He loved you before there was even a you! Think of that
- imagine, when only God in His foreknowbge knew there would be a you, God loved you! 'According as
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blam:
before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Chrisisédf, hi
according to the good pleasure of his wilth, so many people get so taken up with trying to explain that
truth, so tangled up about what it means and how, sometimes, it doesn't makedseygse know what?

They miss the enjoyment factor! Theyss how this is to be enjoyed! That God's love is an eternal love, He
loved me before | was even born, His love had no beginning for me, His love will have no ending for me
there's nothing | can do, or think, or act, there's no place | can be tocafafram God that His eternal love
cannot love me. Does that not thrill you?

It's gracious, eternaland thirdly: it's unlimited, for God is infinite, isn't that right? That's what the catechism
says: 'God is infinite in wisdom, in power and in love'.other words, this love is unlimited, you can't
fathom it- the great depth of His love, you can never delve the depths of this love. In its height, you car
never climb it or scale it, you can never measure its length or its height for it is love paskhayvidge.

Isn't that what we read from Ephesians? It's beyond us! In Ephesians 2:4 he says: 'His great love wherew
he loved us', Ephesians 3:18,19: 'May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and leng
and depth, and height; atalknow the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fullness of God'. God is transcendent, you know what that means, we learnt that He is abov
everything- and you see if God's above everything, His love's aboveteugy to! It's beyond us, and oh,

that we this morning might fathom its breadth, its length, its depth and its great height. Oh, that we woulc
realise today that no tongu@ot my tongue, not the greatest tongue of any preactward ever express the
great love of God...that the greatest mind that there is upon the earth cannot comprehend or truly contempl:
this great love. The highest mountain cannot reach its heights, the deepest ocean cannot delve its depths,
furthest crevice in space is not nough for the love of God! It's higher than the heavens, it's deeper than
the sea, you can never exhaust His love! Oh, that that would thrill you, that that would saturate your being
whether you're saved or nothat this love of God is unlimited, dmo matter where you are today you have
more than you need of the love of God! Faber put it like this:

'For the love of God is broader than the measure of man's mind,
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind'.

Oh, what a gracious love, whan eternal love, what an unlimited love. And as we sit today, looking
tomorrow- at Christmas Day what a saving love! Isn't it? 'Hereby', John says in chapter 3:16 of his first
epistle, 'perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life'fothag's the highest expression of
love ever, in the whole universe. That is the way God has displayed, demonstrated His love, it is th
expression of it, the representatioB Corinthians 5:19 '...that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself', that eternal God, that gracious God, that unlimited God, that transcendent, sovereign, eterna
powerful, holy God was in Christ! That's what the incarnation is about, and don't you miss it this Christma:s
whatever you do: that God was in Christ. déGod, God of God, Light of Lightand there, Romans 8:32:

'He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give u:
all things?'. Have you ever seen a mother nursing her baby, and she's tireduaseshamt feeds-tand the

wee baby's plump and she looks gaunt and thin, but she's far from complaining. She doesn't whinge, but
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fact she looks down and gazes with eyes shining with happiness and pride at the little child that all he
energies, all ér love is being poured into. She's laying her life down for that ehalid the word of God

says greater love hath no man than this is, that a man lays down his life for his friend.

Oh, my friend, have you got that thought? Come on now! Forget abothisalChristmas nonsense of
drapings of tinsel and trees and everythirtbis is where it's at! The love of God in Christ, laying His life
down for you! The greatest love of all, for every good love gives to its own, and Christ gave to you. Oh, my
friend, Christ gave His blood for you, Christ gave His soul for you, He poured it out an offering for sin there
at Calvary! The cross is the crowning proof of God's love, John 3:16, the ten words of divine revelation righ
from the beginning right to the endingd &l time, it couldn't be better summed up than the ten words of
divine revelation: '‘God loved the world, He gave His Son that whosoever believeth [should not] perish [but]
have life'. Think of it, this great God loved! Who did He love? He loved the WdHddv did He love? He

gave! Who? His Son! Why? That whosoever! What? Believeth! And here's the thing: shallthatis a
powerful word, isn't it? Havethere's no doubt about it, for this saving love is able to save to the uttermost
all who come unto @d by Him. This great love if you would only, my friend, let it be tipped and poured

and inundate your heart, you would realise the great love of God toward you. If you doubt the love of God
just you look at Calvary, just look at it. Look at it now & that form of one hanging on the tree, who was

a babe in a manger, who was given for that purpose, who was sent into the world to be the Saviour of tt
world, who in that little form of a baby, the very blood going through His veins would later béostiad

sins of the world what a love!

Praise God, fifthly it's an unchanging love, for our God is unchanging. In John 13 verse 1 it says the Lort
Jesus: '...having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end'. There's vienelittle
like that, isn't there? Love that will love no matter what the cost, love that will love no matter what way you
turn out, or no matter what you do, or no matter what you say right into the face of the one that's loving yot
This One will love you untthe end and it can't be compared to human love. It's without passion, there's no
fits - He doesn't love you one day and hate you the next day, His love doesn't go down in a metre and the
came up again to a peakhat's not the love of God! It has notions, it has no fluctuationgt's not a fancy

of His hope, that He wishes He could love you. The word of God says: 'His love is as strong as death’,
says: 'Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drowotiting can separate itofin those

who have embraced it, isn't that what Romans says? 'What shall separate us from the love of God', what w
do it? We are more than conquerors in that lodeath, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present,
things to come, height, ddptany other creature shall not be able to separate us from the love of God which
is in Christ Jesus. Hallelujah! Can you shout 'hallelujah? Shout it! Hallelujah for the love of God in the Lord
Jesus Christ!

'Forever His, forever only His.

Who the Lordand me shall part?
With what peace, and rest, and bliss
Jesus fills the loving heart.

Heaven and earth may fade and flee,
Firstborn light in gloom decline.

But while God and | shall be,

| am His and He is mine!’

Think of it! While God is alive and He ives for evermore | am His and He is mine! Is He yours? Do you
know that unchanging love? Come on! Do you know it? | don't mean do you know about it, I'm asking you
has it been tipped into your heart? Has it been poured, have you experienced it ifeydsixthly: it's a
disciplining love. We were looking at the disciplining of children not so long ago in our Bible reading, and
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we saw that true love disciplines. And we find with God that those He doesn't accept, He sends to hell, ar
that is His punisiment for rejection of Him and even those He receives, He punishes them, He disciplines
them: 'For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth'. It's n
pleasant, but it's profitable, and it's to stop believers beingeroned by the worldand there's times in our

lives when God needs to iron out some of the wrinkles and the creases in it, isn't that right? Leeman Strau
(sp?) said that when his mother chastened him she said it would hurt her more, and she hdtktezyssn

And God is not some kind of sadistic overlord in heaven, but He knows what is best for us. So God say:
Isaiah 63: 'In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and i
his pity he redeemed therand he bare them, and carried them all the days of aldd we have a Great

High Priest who is touched with the feelings of our infirmities.

God will not bestow happiness upon those who live outside the realms of His holiness. Let me repeat the
God will not bestow happiness upon those who live outside the realms of His holiness. So, He disciplines u:
He brings us into line. 'God's lovethis is the perception some people havs an antidote for all trouble’,
that's far from the truth, but carask you: perhaps what you're going through today, is it God honing you, is
it God making you better and eventually you will come forth as gold? It's not maybe because you're sinning
but God is disciplining you, and He wants you one day to be conformibe icnage of His Sondo we
believe this? Do we believe Romans 8:28: '...that all things work together for good to them that love God
We must go through heartache, we must go through trial, and the thing is: often it is because God loves L
and God wats us to be like Him.

Seventhly and finally: this love is a benevolent love. Benevelgistgood! Think of a mother, and we've all
seen this, the mother remains happy when the child is in daygefve seen it and you think: 'How can

she behave li that, or talk like that, or get on like that when her wee child is so ill?'. And we begin to ask
the question: 'l wonder how much she really loves them?'. This is remarkable to me: that God has bound 1
His own final happiness in our happiness. God Ié-@éficient, that's right; God is sovereigrbut the
amazing thing about it all is this: He who was free and is free has chosen to bind His own heart with ou
happiness forever. 'Herein is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent tdih&dhe
propitiation for our sins' He has chosen to bind His own happiness and satisfaction to our happiness and ou
satisfaction! He was able to survive without us before creation, He's able to survive without us now and H
always will be- but He tas chosen to make us happy to make Him happy!

It is said of George Mueller that on his desk he had a little sign and it said this: ‘It matters to Him about you
Isn't that beautiful? It's a literal rendering of: 'He careth for you' in 1 PeteitGiatters to Him about you!

God, in His love, brings us into a relationship where we can enjoy Him, where He can do His best, God'
best for us imagine that! God doing His best for me! He-iand the other side of the coin to that is: we
ought to do our ks for Him. You may disagree with me on this, but | do not believe that everyone is loved
the same. | believe the word of God teaches that those who obey show a greater love for the Lord Jesus ¢
have greater grace poured upon thefor He said this in dhn 14:23: 'If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode withthatls a
special love. That's a love that comes in response to obedience.

As we close | want to leave with you arse, it's 1 John 4:18, this great book of levisten to it: 'There is

no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not mau
perfect in love'. You know the child that gets lost in the supermarketit geds into a frenzy and into a
panic, and it's distressed looking around, and it feels vulnerable and it feels dandehat is the way so
many people feel today. Our society is wrecked by fear and by anxiety and distress and worry, and eve
those wilo belong to the Lord are living like that! And as long as we are willing to live in the world, and to be
satisfied standing, trembling, in the arms of chance and this world systemwill fear! If you want to
continue to go down a carnal Christian routeye want to continue to live in our sins without Christ, fear
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will come to us- and as the word of God says, fear hath torment. And how many people are tormented witt
fear? The word of God's right you knovelear as a bell! If you fear, you will be toented- and the only

way, my friend today, to deal with your fear is to enter into the secret place of leaning upon the arm of Goc
leaning upon the arm of the love of God!

Oh, isn't it wonderful? A. W. Tozer said this: 'Let a man become convincedatmég can harm him and
instantly for him all fear goes out of universe. The nervous reflex, the natural revulsion, the physical pair
may be felt sometimesbut the deep torment of fear is gone forever. God is love, God is sovereign, His love
disposes Hino desire our everlasting welfare and His sovereignty enables Him to secure it'. Oh, we learnt
didn't we, that what God wants to do He has the power to do. And today, you see where you sit, if God wan
to deliver you from fear that brings torment, He @k it now. Why do we grumble? Why do we become
discontent? Why are we resentful when God takes us down a certain path in life and we feel distrustfu
fearful, depressed? Maybe our Christian life is becoming lukewarm, informal antiehaléd, and our
loyalties are divided why does that happen? Because we are not resting in the love of God!

Handley Moule was the Bishop of Durham, and there was a colliery disaster. And he went down with his
Bible in his hand as the man of God that he wat bring ®me comfort to these people who had been
bereaved and were mourning. And he didn't know what he was going to say, he was lost for words, and |
opened his Bible and the Lord opened the Bibleat a particular place where he had a bookmark. And
you've ser these bookmarks, on the one side it says '‘God is love', and on the other side there was a mass
tangled and coloured threads. And old Handley Moule lifted up that bookmark and showed them the side th
was tangled coloured threads, and he said: "Ehise disaster in your life, it doesn't seem you're going to see
through it, things you can't understandnd as he turned it over, he said: 'But behind it all there is a loving
God'. Isn't that true?

You know, as | was studying this | realiseds wehave been contemplating Gedhat as we think at this
Christmas time of the gift of the Lord Jesus, the supreme thing is not how much of God that | know, but tc
realise how much God knows mend to realise this: that those little baby hands that wereeduin a

cradle in an old cattle stall, one day at Calvary my name was graven upon them. That's how | know that | a
known.

Our Father, we remember the epitaph that Thy servant Wesley had upon his grave: 'The best of all: God
with us'. And Father, ahis Christmas time we remember Immanuel, God withthge Saviour sent to save
from sin- and we thank Thee for Him, and we pray Lord that someone here today would meet Him as thei
Saviour and would be saved. Hear us in the name of the Lord Jesusn@hprsty, Amen.
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second reading from Daniel chapter 4. | will be asking you to look at a few Scriptures together as
we go through this studyand let me say that we're not looking at any main passages of Scripture,
as we haven't been doing really in thesdistiin the last few weeks. When you take a comprehensive theme
within the word of God, such as the sovereignty of God, or the faithfulness of God, or the love of God, it's
almost impossible to stay in the one passage of Scripture and do an exegesisSofplease forgive me for
that, but that's the nature of the word of God and the nature of these themes right throughout it. We want
get a panaroma of this theme of the sovereignty of God, so we will be looking at various Scriptures together

|The Sovereignty of God'and our reading is taken, our first reading, from Isaiah chdgteaind our

Isaiahchapter 46 and verse 1@ne verse we'll read verse 9 just to get the ldad"Remember the former
things of old: for | am God, and there is none else; | am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the er
from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and | will do all my pleasure”. Then our second text is found in Daniel 4, Daniel 4 and verae'85ead

verse 34: "And at the end of the days | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes awém,hand mine
understanding returned unto me, and | blessed the most High, and | praised and honoured him that liveth 1
ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And a
the inhabitants of the dhrare reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?".

Let's take a moments prayer: Our Father, we come and we acknewlkdg as the sovereign God. We bow
before Thee as Thy creatures, and we ask Thee to have Thine own way with us this day, to move among |
to move within us Lord, to bless us, to correct us, to instruct us, to encourage us and enthuse us after Th
greatpurposes in Christ. Lord, touch those that must be touched, heal the broken hearted, strengthen t
weak, and save the lost. For we pray these things in the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.

As | was pondering and seeking the Lord over what to speak top@utaday, at the beginning of a new
year and at the end of an old year, | was very reluctant to come out of the studies that we have been doi
because | believe that that is God's will for us in these days: to behold our God. That's why we looked at tf
love of God last Lord's Day, as we were thinking of Christraasl what a subject to look upon! As we look

into an uncertain and indefinite new year, what greater subject could we take than the sovereignty of God?

Now, in a modern sense, and in modeoiitigal science, this is foreign. To say that there is a God, in fact, is
foreign, let alone to say that that God is a sovereign God and that He has sway in heaven, as Daniel has s
and also in the kingdom of men on the earth. Indeed, sadly to sayn #te religious sphere the sovereignty

of God is foreign- many have denied it, many have watered it down. And indeed, within modern man in
general today, sovereignty is said to be 'in the individuhkt we, as human beings, are the authors of our
own destiny and our own fate, and therefore if there be a God out there, He is not concerned with the affai
of men, He has no such plan or counsel, but we determine our own destiny and our own fate. 'Our fates', th
say, 'are activated when we determiryeour own will: whatever will be, will be'.
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As we look into the word of God and into His counsels in the Old Testament and in the New Testament,
find that that perception of Gedhe perception of the moral and modern contemporary age in which we live

- no more resembles the Almighty of the Scriptures, than a 15 watt light bulb resembles the glory of the
noontday sun. It is so far removed and so different, that you cannot find a God like that within the word of
God.

Now, as we study this great sullje@he Sovereignty of God', there are three questions that | want us to ask
of ourselves as we look at it. The first is this: what is God's sovereignty? What exactly is this great thing the
we call the sovereignty of God? The second question | wankts:awhy is it a problem to some people?
Why can the world, and some even within the church, not accept that God is a sovereign God? And the thi
thing | want to ask is this: what difference does it make to you? It is not simply a theory or a theological
precept or treatise, but what difference does this personal God's sovereignty make in your personal life?

So let's look at the first question: what is the sovereignty of God? Well, to give a definition of God's
sovereignty, it's simply this: it is thegtit of God to govern and control the universe which He has created.
He is the Creator God, and therefore it is His right to govern that universe and do as He pleases. We've be
learning in recent weeks how God is-pdlwerful, He is almighty, He is omnitent, He is supreme. We've
learnt that God is transcendent, there is none above Him, there is none beyond Him, or none dikie2 Him
has all supremacy. If you like, the sovereignty of God is the exercise of that supremacy, it igpthaealh

action, t is God's ability to use the power that He has in the way that His own divine counsels will and will
have. Because of that we must conclude that this God can be subject tovewe said that He is beyond

us, we cannot influence Him, we cannot bringnHilown to our level and we cannot ascend to His great
level. There is none like Him and there can be none who He is subject to.

Think of this, just for a moment, as we ponder the sovereignty of God. Can you imagine God asking
permission of someone? Of asa you can't! For that is His right, that is His prerogative to do as He pleases
- He is God, He asks permission ofowme. Can you imagine Him applying or making application to a higher
authority? No! Why? Because there is no higher authority to Godis ldkbove all, He is supreme and the
sovereignty of God is the exercise of that supremacy that He has. Now, this is within the word of God, Isaia
46 and verse 10 that we have read says He is: 'Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient tim
the things that are not yet done'. God is declaring beforehand the things that will be done, it says He declar
them in His own counsel: 'My counsel shall stand, and | will do all my pleasure'. As one has said: The
sovereignty of God is none other than Bisdhead', it is His Godhead, it is His nature. GddHe is God-

must be a sovereign God, He must be in control, He must be! As Daniel says in chapter 4:35, that all tr
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing compared to Him, He must daongctmidis will in the

army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, Wi
are You doing?! No one can say that to a sovereign God.

To put it into modern language, and into language that we can reakystand and grasp, we can say that:
'‘God does as He pleases'. That's the bottom [3@d is answerable to no one, He's not answerable to us, or
any in the hordes of heaven, or the hordes of the damned. God is His own interpreter and God will do wh:
pleases Him. The Psalmist says that, Psalm 135 verse 6: 'Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in hea\
and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places'. This is profound. We often say of folk that they run riot, 'He
a law unto himself* and we usu#@} say that in a negative sense, but we can say it in a very positive sense
and almighty sense of Almighty Gedhat He is a law unto Himself! He is answerable teone, He does as

He pleases. We said in weeks gone by that God doesn't do what isuightlesdoesn't? What God does is
right, for God is above all, He is supreme.

Now, | submit that these things are very deep, these things are very hard to undenstaatthese things,
at times, can become uncomfortable for us in our mean and demtge. But nevertheless, we must grapple
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with this - as we behold our God, we must behold Him as the word of God portrays Him and reveals Him.
Jehoshaphat, on one occasion, made a prayer te Geant you to turn to that: 2 Chronicles chapter 20 and
vere 6. 2 Chronicles chapter 20 and verse 6, and he prays to God these words: 'O Lord God of our fathe
art not thou God in heaven? And rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? And in thine hand
there not power and might, so that none i€ ablwithstand thee?’, so Jehoshaphat is asking a question in a
prayer. The answer to that questiomot the specific answer, but the answer that we would be getting if we
were asking that question from the word of Gaslfound in 1 Chronicles 29 andrge 11, if you turnto it. 1
Chronicles 29 and verse 11, keep the question of Jehoshaphat in your@ibord God of our fathers, art

not thou God in heaven? And rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? And in thine hand is the
not powerand might, so that none is able to withstand thee?'. The answer comes, verse 11 of chapter 2
‘Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that
in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thinthe kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all'.
Jehoshaphat asked: 'Is there one above Thee? Is there one beyond Thee who is Lord, who is God in heav
- and we could be asking that today, as we look around a world that seems to &esintltlt seems to be
breaking down morally, environmentally, in every conceivable realm it seems to be falling to bits, we ask: 'Is
there a God in heaven?'. The answer is given: 'Yes, Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, Thine is the pow
Thine is the gloryThou art exalted head above all'.

Now, what we're saying is this: what is God's sovereignty? The answer: God does as He pleases, only as
pleases, and always as He pleases. In Isaiah 46, that we read from, we read this: 'Remember the forr
things ofold: for | am God, and there is none else; | am God, and there is none like me...I will do all my
pleasure: | will do My pleasure! If you go into the book of Daniel, you see his prophetic view, and he sees
there the times of the Gentileand that simpl is all the kingdoms and dynasties from Daniel, as he saw it,
right up to the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, when He will come to the earth and He will set Hi
feet on the earth, and set up His kingdom that will reign from shore to shore. abddaniel sees that
vision, the theme behind it all is simply this: that God sets up kings, God puts down kings, and God does «
He pleases in the kingdom of men. And the theme of Daniel is this: that in all His dealings with men, He
would teach them Daniel 4:25 - 'Till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will'.

What is the sovereignty of God? It is this: God does, and can do, as He pleases. God wants the world in t
21st century, entering the ye2001, to realise that He will do what He pleases, that He rules in the kingdom
of men and He giveth it to whomsoever He will'. As we enter a new year, God is saying to us: 'l am God ir
more than name. | am God in more than feeble men's theology. | amm@atian as well as name. | am

God upon the throne. | am the sovereigmpaliverful, Almighty God who worketh all things after the
counsel of My own will. I am the sovereign God!. That is what God's sovereignty is. We haven't even
entered into how it rates to mankind and man's responsibility, and we may never do that this morning, all |
want you to see is not 'behold man’, but 'behold God' God is sovereign, God will do as He please. In the lif
of this universe, in our world, in our church and in ymaividual experience, God is sovereign! No wonder

it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God.

Now, let's look at our second question: why is it a problem to some to understand that God is a sovereic
God? | mean, it seems quite cléaym scripture and | understand that also. It's clear what God has said,
we've read it: 'l do My own pleasure. No one stays My hand, | do as | will and as | please'. God has that rig|
- we have established-itas Creator of this universe, to rule as Hik \But the fact remains that this doctrine

- in fact, | would say there's no other doctrine that's hated more by men. They can't stand that God is |
control, they can't stand that God is sovereignd even, sadly, some Christians cannot get to giiibstiis

great truth that God is sovereign! They will let God love, they can let God love unlimitidiyis the way

He loves, hallelujah! We were looking at it last week, there is no limit to God's love, there's no depths tha
we can fathom, there's rieights that we can reaelbut men in our world, even those that are outside of
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Christ, will let God love all He likes. Men will let God create, they will let Him create a universe, they will
let Him continue that creation in sustenance, and sustaigtieivey that is around us and keep everything in
consistency- men will let God do that. They will let God do anything, but they will not let Him be
sovereign!

Spurgeon said: '‘But when God ascends His throne, His creatures gnash their teeth’. Nowt mhyis no
intention to get into controversy todayfor there has been controversy raging round this subject for
centuries, and I'm not going to enter into that today. But what | want to do is for you, as a child of God and
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, see the great beauty that there is in the sovereignty of God for you.
That's what | want you to do, | want you to behold your God who is in control! He is in control of this world,
no matter what you see, no matter what you think, and He is in contitué dife that you're living at this

very moment in time.

Now let's think about thisit's important that we think. Men talk about freedom, and for God to be @®d

A. W. Tozer says He must be alknowing, He must be appowerful, and the third thg is He must be
absolutely free. If God is to be sovereign He's got to know everything, isn't that plain? There can't be
anything that's shut out from God's mind, or He can't forget about anything or overlook anything, for the
decisions that He would male that light would be false He would be doing them wrong, in ignorance of
things that are concerning Him and concerning a decision that He may make. So, God mtstdverail

to be altsovereign.

God must be alpowerful to be alksovereign, mustnile? This is foolish, to think that God could have a will

and wouldn't be able to carry out that sovereign will because He was impotent, no power! But the third thin
is this: He must be absolutely free. 'l do as | please', God s#agsmeans He has muterference, there is no

one who stays His hand, there is no one who changes God's mind, He has freedom. Now freedom is band
about, it was the theme and the national anthem of the 60's and it still is today. Men want freedom, dor
they? They want todfree from all restraintsand the sad thing is in their sinrghip, when they look for

that freedom they find that they bring themselves into more and more bondage to sin. Freedom is hard f
our minds to conceive and to imagine, because there issotuéd freedom in this universet just doesn't

exist! God alone is all and absolutely free!

Now, let's think about this: there is the expression 'as free as a bird', isn't there? And you know what th:
means, that a bird can just jump off a pinnacld pust float into the air and soar away. 'As free as a bird'

and you know what that means, it's talking about only one sphere of that bird's existence: the fact that it cz
fly - and it seems, as we look and we can't fly, 'Boy! That bird is free!thBustatement 'as free is a bird' is
foolish, and it's not an absolute statement because birds are not free! It's not true freedom at all, for that bi
has instincts, that bird has fears that are built into it, that it will not run into danger, igiWwfy from
predators, that bird has to be dictated to where it will go because of the weaih#irnot see the birds out

in the rain and in the snow. It's not absolutely free, it can't fly in air pressures that aren't suited to aviation,
can't go toa place where there is no food supply, it won't go there because it's nopfigeGod is free!

That's what | want you to see, that in the natural realm, in our world all objects are dependent upon or
another. This is a whole worldGod has made ihts way- of dependency. You can see it in the food chain,
where we need our foedand there is that chain of the men eating the beasts, and the beasts eating the gra:
and so on. It goes round and round, and you can see the beasts free in the fezld, sgime driving down

the road free in my carbut we are not absolutely free, there are things that we are dependent upon, and i
they are interfered with we will suffer.

Now, that's important to get that into our heads today: that we are not alystskge The only one that is
free is the sovereign Almighty God! Now, why is it a problem to some to conceive of that? Well, of course,
the obvious problem is that if God is-albvereign, well that means they're not in control and they're not the
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final one to be answered to. Governments don't like you talking about the sovereignty of God, they laugh ¢
it. Prime Ministers, and Presidents, and Kings, and Potentates don't entertain thinéyeaant to believe

that all authority rests with them! In eveindividual man and woman there is that little kingship of their
own life, where they say: 'l will not have this Man to rule over me'. It's the old problem of pride, isn't it? The
mother of all sin.

But we'll not deal with that for just a moment wantto deal with what | believe to be the main problem:
why people cannot, even Christians, accept the sovereignty of God. It is this: the presence of evil within ot
world. People ask the question: 'Why do the wicked flourish?’, the Psalmist asked imn3Psalhy is it

that wicked people are getting on in the world, getting to the top of the world, yet the righteous are trodde
under foot? That leads to another question: has God got a part in men's sins? If God is sovereign and Goc
in control why doesGod let all these men do all these terrible thindsas God ordained this in some
perverse, strange way? You can understand those questions, can't you? The reason why we do underst
those questions is we have minds like [that] ourselves. And we thihle dford- and as the hymnwriter has

said, as we've been singing: 'We judge the Lord in feeble sense'.

Now, what we cannot do or allow ourselves to do, is deny what we have already established from the wor
of God because of the questions of men. Buatwhvant to do is bring some reasons why | believe that these
are problems for people, concerning the sovereignty of God and the presence of evil. The first thing is thi
often God's providencesand that's simply another way of describing His sovetgigthey seem to run
contrary to His promises. Now, listen to that: God's providences, what God does and what God declares,
times in our lives seem to go against all that God is and all that God has said. To put it in our language, v
ask ourselves: Ais shouldn't be happening to me! I'm a Christian, why is God letting this go on my life?
How can God let this happen?'.

Now, if you'd let me | want you to cast your mind back to Dawasid you remember in the early stories of
David when he was out ime field with the sheep, being a shepherd, and God was working with him and
moulding him. Old Samuel came to his home and he anointed David- Kiftgr looking at all the rest of
Jesse's sons, he then anointed the smallest one and the youngest oné¢idanas.anointed as King, and

that was the providence of God, God had declared: 'This man shall be King'. That was God's promis
'David, you will be King*- but as the days, and the months, and the years went on we find that that promise
the providence foGod seemed, in our eyes, to contradict it. What am | saying? I'm saying the promise of
God was that David would be King, that he would have the crolut we find Saul pursuing him, like a
partridge over the mountains of the wilderness, ready to kiil. I&od's providence allowed that, God's
providence permitted thatand there are times in our life that we have a promise from God, we read His
word, we take it to our hearts, but everything that's around us seems to be going agaibst thatneed to
realise today, if that's our situation, that there are times that that seems to be happening. It seems that Gc
providence is running contrary to His promises, but that is not the case! It's not the case!

If you think of Paul, remember in the book oft& he was in the ship and God promised all the lives of those
who were in the ship but what began to happen? Imagine you as Paul, and God had given you this grea
promise, and then the ship starts to break up and you start to sink, and you thingoiog'te lose your life

and the rest of the crewyet every single one of them, God had promised they would be saved. It seemed
that God's providence was running against God's promise, but what do we read? We read that in the brok
pieces of that boat evy single one of those lives was brought to shore. That's the sovereignty of God! It
may seem in our lives that things are running against God's promises and God's ways, but God overrule
God is sovereign, God is in controlnd if your life's boat isroken in pieces, listen, this is God's message

to you as you go into a new year: you can float ashore even on those pieces! God's promises will not |
overruled.

49



BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

Secondly, another reason why people find this difficult is because the way that we tééeam Ibe bitter

and it can be sweet mixed together. We wonder: 'How can we have bitter things in our life? How can Go
allow bitter things and odd things to happen when He only wants good for us?'. It's like a chessboard, blac
andwhite, and our way frorone end to the other seems to be chequered. And we know that hell, where the
damned reside, is a place of bitterness; we know that heaven is a place of swdmrthessalso know, all

too well, that earth on which we live is mixed with both sweetnedsbdterness. It's like the rod and the
manna that were in the Ark of God, the rod was for discipline and for leading, and the manna was for bein
fed - and it's like our earthly pilgrimage along the wilderness, that it's this mixture of bitter and Buteet.

you must see, as David saw in the Psalms: 'l will sing of mercy and of judgemmemty and judgement!

God overrules my life, no matter what is happening, God is in corarad like Joseph, even though he was
sold into slavery, even though he was mto prison for a crime he didn't commit, even though he was down
there in that dungeon and those that had promised him things reneged in their promise, this was said of hi
'‘But God was with him'! That's it! Even when the providence of God seems, faable sense, to go against

His will - God is in control!

Thirdly, one of the reasons why people have problems is this, as Thomas Watson the puritan said: ‘God c
draw a straight line with a crooked stick'. God can do anything, God can bring all #dogrding to the
counsel of His own will. What | mean is this: something that is evil from the hand of a sinful man, at the
same time can be good from the hand of God. Now that baffles't ask me to explain that, because | can't
explain it- but soméhing that can be meant and motivated from the hand of a man for evil, God at the same
time can be motivating it from His hand for good. That's powerful, but that is our sovereign God! Remembe
Joseph? His old brothers were envious, weren't they? Theyje#oeis of the father's love and they sold
him, they put him down a pit, and he went to prisas | said- and got into all sorts of problems. But what
was the sovereign will of God, what was His invisible hand behind it all? He knew that there wasea fa
coming, he knew that the people of Israel and all Israel, Jacob's family, needed te badet the end of

the day what did He want to do? He wanted to get all that family up into Egypt. Isn't that amazing? From th
evil hands of Joseph's brothe@od was able and God intended, and God ordained the good of the children
of Israel.

Remember Shimei's cursing of David? Remember he cursed him up and down? It was evil and it wa
wicked, and it was a terrible sinful thing to do, it came out of a leéanialice against Davidbut at the end

of the day God ordained that cursing to be used to humble David for his adultery and for his murder. And ¢
the end of the day, we look to Calvary, we look to the Lord Jesus Chnst wicked men, murderous men
took Him, and hung Him, and put Him to death humanly speaking, Judas sold Him and betrayegeHim

we are given redemption by His blood. Isn't that wonderful? Isn't that wonderful, the sovereign God that we
have- and we can look at our lives, and itkelilooking into a smith's workshop, isn't it? And you look into

the smith's workshop, and you see tools that are hooketible things, horrid things, evil things, painful
looking instruments whereby he does his work. But when we see the finishegl #ttidveautiful. Do you

know why it's beautiful? Because of the master's hand. That is the sovereign God! That is my God! That |
the God we worship, a God who is in contr@nd the reason why He permits evil in this world, and the
answer to the world'question they're shouting it so loud that they can't hear God giving the answer. "Why
doesn't He do something about it? Why doesn't He take control? Why doesn't He overrule the evil in th
world that exists?'it's answered! The answer is: He is ouéng it. Day-by-day, momenby-moment, He is
permitting certain things that He might bring good out of it.

Here is my question to you today, as we close in our final moments (and by the way I've noticed that cloc
has a different time to my watch, so Kuing by the clock if you don't mindt's a bit slower!). What does it
mean to you? What does that sovereigntyrat are you doing about it? Don't ask the world, don't sing to the
world: 'God is still on the throne, and He will remember His own' wiaerrg not living like it! That's the

third question: what difference does it make to you? I'll tell you what it means, it means this: there's no blin
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fate. It means that there is nothing by chance, there's no coincidence, there's nandokven the vg

rolling of a dice, the word of God says [in] Proverbs 16:33: 'The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole
disposing thereof is of God'. God is the pilot of all things, God is in the driving gdatan say it- of all
creation. And imagine this, dtiof God- let this sink into your mind: if this God is your God, the sovereign
God is for you! He's with you, He's for yelbut in a moment of sobriety, if that sovereign God is not your
God, He's against youand God help you, for He's is the only avigo can if He is against you.

Imagine this- what must we do, what difference does it make? The first thing | want to say is this: you must
submit to His sovereignty. That's it! People talk about the responsibility of man, well, this is the
responsibiliy of man: that he submits to the sovereignty of God, isn't that right? That he submits to God's
rule, he acknowledges that He alone is high in heaven, that He is the one with whom we have to do, that G
is God of all. To recognise God as God, to recagthss- if you're not saved that God's side will win, that

sin cannot win, and that Christ says to you today: 'He that is not with Me is against Me'. There's no sitting o
the fence.

The second thing is this: you must trust His sovereignty. It's moétong you believe in your headnd |

say this: there is no attribute of God that is so comforting to the believer as the sovereignty of God. Don
lose it, don't let men arguing about it make you forget it and say: 'l don't want to be bothered tvét. all
Dwell on it! Meditate on it! For there's nothing more comfortirgnd let me say this: | believe this is the
first way that God revealed Himself to men, in His sovereignty. The first book that was ever written was no
Genesis but Job, and thatie twhole theme about it: God is in control! God is above all! This is the God that
we serve and we must submit, we must trust His guidance in the worst circumstances of life. In the mo:t
severe trials that we go into we must realise that God has ordaingehit, but also this: that God can
overrule it, that God is a God who answers prayer, that God can move. | believe there is little more importat
to you today, as we enter a new year, than the fact that God is on the throne.

Think about this as we closié God didn't sustain the world, where would we be? | was talking to someone
this week and he brought to my attention that if God just let it rain for a day, we'd all be in a real fix,
wouldn't we? One day, you've seen what the snow has done, you deihevit@aods do over in England,
you've seen what earthquakes and volcanoes camumlb yet, in everything that does happen, in meteorites
that miss the earth by fractions, in the fact that if we were a little bit nearer the sun we'd fry, if we were &
little bit farther away we would freeze, God is in control. God sustains, He is upholding all things by the
word of His power.

Secondly: quietly learn to submit to the sovereignty of God. Will you do that? Just learn to submit! Can yoL
do better than God?dD you plan your life better than Him? Imagine where we would be if we were left to
ourselves! What | want you to do today is to go away and, like old Eli sayvithisn he heard all the terrible
things that happened to his sons and happened the ArkdfHgosaid: 'It is the Lord, let Him do what
seemeth good'. Can we say that? Can we say like Job: 'The Lord gave, the Lord has takeanaviiaig is

the key- 'blessed be the name of the Lord'? 'Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him'? Like theekasd J
Christ: 'Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight? Think of this: that your crosses in life fit bette
than your clothes, because God is the tailor, God has ordained them, God has made themdod yoe
miracle of grace is this: thawery single thing will work together for your good.

| know it doesn't seem it, but that's what God's word says. It's like the wheels of the clock, they seem to &
going contrary, but they're all going in the one directiand that is to put the clodkrward, and to make it
chime. No matter what's happening in your life, my friend, it's all for your g@wdl that should be a cure

[for] fear, nothing should touch you because you realise that God in His loving providence will not permit
any evil againsHis will. It should make us long for heaven and make us long for home. It's a problem, this
sovereignty of God, it's a problem for me to understand, it's a problem for-us d#ct, there's times we
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even doubt it because of the things that are hapgen our lives- but there's a day coming when we'll
know longer see through a glass darkly, but f@eface we will see, and we shall know even as we have
been known.

This is the God who brought Esther before the King out of all the virgins, butahehosen. This is the

God who brought ravens, who wouldn't even feed their own young, to feed the prophet-d&lgdd This

is the God who made the cock crow, this is the God whose invisible, sovereign hand is seen through tt
word of God, and seen the book of Esther that doesn't even mention His nante/? Because the point is

this: God is God in the affairs of memnd you, my friend listen! - are the apple of His eye, and the eyelid

of God's sovereignty day by day drops to protect you, addfend you.

Oh, 1 wish we had longerI'm sure you don't! Let me say this as we close: the book of Revelation is a letter
to people who were persecuted. John was on the Isle of Patamud there is a word to describe the
sovereignty of God in that bkdhat is repeated, that you find nowhere else within the word of God. It's the
word 'alksovereignty' in English that's what it means, you find it in chapter 1 and verse 8: 'l am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which isyhieth was, and which is to come, the
Almighty' - the altsovereign, right throughout that book. Do you know what He was wanting those people to
do? To lift their eyes heavenward and to see this: no matter what is happening in your life, there is an al
sovereign God who is in control.

'When statesmen have had their last party,
And despots have made their last threat.
When prophets are dumb with misgiving,
And forces of conflict are set.

When factions, misleading and treacherous,
Bring chaos where ordg@revailed.

When freedom, long cherished, is vanquished,
and leaders long trusted have failed.

When God and His word are derided,

And men call it useless to pray.

Remember that God is still sovereign,

and He has the last word to say'.

Our Father, we thankhee for this blessed assurance, that we know not what the future holds but we know
who holds the future. Lord, we ask that that deep, deep sense and security of Your guidance may be wt
garrisons our heart as we go forward into this new year. Touctsteat must be touched, and bless us now

as we part, Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach The WordJanuary 2001
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians chapter 2 after that, if you want to find that portion of scripture. This is the [eighth] study
in our series on Lord's Day mornings of the character and the attributes of our God, and we're
looking this morning at the mercy of our Gedhe great mercy of God Almighty. The Psalm that | have
asked you to turn to is a very wéthown Psalm, simply because the mercy of God is put through it like a
thread- after every verse you have this little group ofrds 'For His mercy endureth forever'. Now, we'll
not take time to read the whole of the Psalm, but let's read the first few verses to get the idea of the Psalm
behind this theme.

N ow, we're turning in our Bibles first of all to Psali36, Psalm 136 and then we're turning to

Verse 1: "O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his merdyreth for ever. O give thanks unto

the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy enduretl
for ever. To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him that by wisdon
made théheavens: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: ft
his mercy endureth for ever. To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever: The sun to rul
by day: for his mercy endureth for ever: Thean and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever.
To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever. And brought out Israel from
among them: for his mercy endureth for ever. With a strong hand, and with a strettheun: for his
mercy endureth for ever. To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever: Anc
made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever: But overthrew Pharaoh and h
host in the Red sea: fors mercy endureth for ever".

Isn't that beautiful? Ephesians chapter 2 this time, Ephesians chajted 2ve have studied this passage of
scripture in quite a lot of depth on a Monday night, but | just want to cast your eyes down to one particula
verse and phrase within this passage. We'll read from verse 1: "And you", Paul says, "hath he quickene
who were dead in trespasses and sins: Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this wor
according to the prince of the power of theg #ie spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even iss BiiteGod, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened L
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)".

On that day when the Lord Jesus Christ bursts the clouds, and He takes ue lenveith Himself- His
blood-bought church that He has redeemeshd when we sit up there in heaven, and we sing the praises of
Him who died, and we worship the Lord around that great throne, | believe that the sweetest song that w
will have is the sog of God's mercy. 'His mercy endureth for ever', 'kheh fawon hastoh' (sp?)that's it

in the Hebrew, right throughout that Hebrew song of praise: 'His mercy endureth for ever, His mercy
endureth for ever'. | don't know whether this will happen oy bot as we sit in heaven, and as we have a
moment to meditate and to ponder how we've got thes#t it not be God's mercy? Will it not be the song

of praise for what God has done, in pitying us and in having compassion on us, that will well from our
being? When we think to ourselves: 'What right have | to be here?’, and we think to ourselves of the cosmi
rebellion that we all took part in by our sinful natur@hen Lucifer was cast from heaven and the third of
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his fallen angels came down, and whemaSantered into the garden, that subtle serpent, and man fell, and
death came upon all men, and all are concluded under sin and underatehtlihen we think that we were
party to the dehroning of the sovereign God of heaven...yet we are in heavemimith

We who, Paul says, were dead in trespasses and in sins. We who in a time past walked according to 1
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedienceamong whom wall had our way of life in times past in the lusts of the flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature children of wrath! Those who deserve
the pangs of hell will be enjoying the pleasures of heaven. Those whose prnvapetite excruciating
torments of the lake of Gehenna, is now the ecstasy of eternal glory with God and His Christ fatlefer
mercy! Isn't that wonderful? Is it any wonder that three times in Psalm 136, the Psalmist invites God's peop
to thank the_ord for His mercy. That's what it begins with, look at it: 'O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for ever'.

We believe that this Psalm was, perhaps, sung by two chmérhaps one of the choirs was a choir made up

of priests and Levites, and the other individual singing was the high priest. You can just imagine the higl
priest singing out: 'O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good', and that great congregation of priest
replying back: 'His mercy endureth for ever'. {im think we could do that this morning? I'll say the first

bit, you say the second: [Pastor Legge:] O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good...[Congregation:] for hi:
mercy endureth for everpowerful! Can you imagine it? How it would have sunk ittte hearts of those
sinners looking to a slain lamb, how Gedho delivered them from Egyptwas merciful, and His mercy
endured for ever! And this Psalm, like an 'interleaved' Bible, was teaching these Israelites to interleaf a
things in life with thethought of the glorious mercy of God. Is it any wonder that Joseph Adison said this, as
he penned his hymn:

'When all Thy mercies, O my God,
My rising soul surveys.
Transported with the view | am lost
In wonder, love and praise'.

What is the mercy of Gi? | want us to look at that first of all, to ask the question: what is this mercy?
Secondly: where can the mercy of God be witnessed? And thirdly: what difference does God's mercy malk
to you? So first of all let's look at what the mercy of God is. Ifwete to define mercy, it simply is infinite,
inexhaustible energy of God. It is His infinite, inexhaustible energy to be compassionate! His mercy is the
manifestation of His love. We thought of His love a fortnight ago, well, this is how His love opettates

the mechanism, the arm of God's love is His mercy. It is the result and the effect of His gediméssd

is good: "...for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever'. His mercy is pity, He looks upon us and He pitie:
us. His mercy is wheHe looks upon sin and He pities the guilt and the result of it, and He relieves!

You find God's mercy in the Old Testament, you find it in the New Testamefact, you find God's mercy

four times more in the Old Testament than you do within the Nestafreent. We must banish the thought
that the God of Israel in the Old Testament is an angry God of justice, a God of judgement; but the God i
the New Testament, for the church, is full of mercy and grace and love. But ourd8oely we've learnt

this inthe weeks that have gone bgur God is an unchangeable God! He is the same yesterday, and today,
and forever! Although the New Testament, of course, is the full revelation of our &@atiwe don't know

Him in all His mercy until we come into the Newskament nevertheless God has always been, and always
will be, a God of mercy...for that's what He is in Himself, mercy.

1 Kings 3:6, we read that God's mercy is great. Psalm 86, we read that He is plenteous in mercy. Psalm 1(
from everlasting to evaskting is His mercy. Luke 1, He is tender in mercy. He is abundant, overflowing, 1
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Peter says. Ephesians, that we read says: 'But God, who is rich in mercy'. And Psalm 103:11 says, for as h
as the heaven is above the earthat's God's mercy! Immeasine, unlimited, eternal, stretching from age

to age. It is the mercy of God that is the tugboat that draws the sinner's foundering vessel into the arms
God. It's what saves the sinner, the mercy of God. It is what draws him to a Saviour, that'ssafsat ficne

Lord is merciful and gracious...lorspffering...abundant in goodness'. In fact, when you go into the book of
the Revelation and indeed throughout the Biblé5od is pictured and represented as being a great King,
sitting on a throne with ambow about His throne. The rainbow, of course, is a representation of the mercy
of our God.

Have you ever thought about that? That God, in the Bible, in His great revelation of who He is, is
represented more in mercy than in anger. Definitely the nar@pod is deeper than the depths of His wrath
and His indignation, for He loves to be merciful! He is more inclined to mercy than He is to wrath. It was
Watson, the old puritan, said: 'For God, acts of severity are rather forced from Him, He doesatot affli
willingly'. It's like the bee in the summertime, busily going from one flower and its pollen to ar@her

what is it doing? It is [making] honey because it naturally does that, and it goes from a flower to a flower anc
eventually it goes home, anketre in the honeycomb it makes its horetys natural to it. But then when a
young child happens to annoy it, it stings! It doesn't sting naturally, but only when it is proarkedhat's

like our God. God is naturally merciful, but when God is prake will be angered, but He loves mercy
rather than anger!

Mercy is said to be the work of God's righdnd- most of us are rightanded, and that's simply what the
word of God means: that it is the thing that God likes to use the most, His mersymdee used to His

right hand, He is more used to exercising mercy. God does not, in a sense, want to inflict punrishment
indeed, in Isaiah 28, it is described as 'His strange work’, it is strange for God to punish people, He is slow"
anger. When He pushes a nation in the book of Isaiah it is said of Him that He: 'hired a razor to shave them'
- imagine God hiring anything! You would think God wouldn't need to hire anything or borrow anything!
But in Isaiah it says He hires a razor to shave them iaraarg indignation as if it's not His own, He has to
borrow this part to do an act of wrath!

Just think for a moment: imagine how God would be if He had no mercy. Imagine what the holiness of Go«
would be if there was no mercy. Imagine what the jusifd@od would be if mercy had no part in it. But the
mercy of God, just like that arch that we've been talking about, it overarches all His other attrdndes
indeed, let me say this, that the mercy of God sweetens His other attributes. It's like sad, Viou
remember, they camehe children of Israel to the waters of bitterness and they couldn't drink from it, and
what did Moses do? He cast the tree into the waters and made them ameeéhat is what the mercy of

God is like to all His other atbutes, it makes them sweet. It is one of His glories, it is one of the jewels in
His crown- and in the very first week, as we were thinking about what it is to think right thoughts about God
and contemplate God, we looked at Exodus chapter 33 andokediat that wonderful encounter of
communion of Moses with his God. He talked with God as a man talks with his friend, and we saw that ir
his brokenness, in his thirst after Godne who knew God in a way, perhaps, fazéace that we will not

know Himuntil we get to glory he was able even to pray: 'Lord, show me Thy glory'! And the answer that
was given back to Moses was this: 'l will make all my goodness pass before thee, and | will show the
mercy'.

That's what God wants to show to the world.dotf even God's enemies receive mercy, it's like the dew that
falls on the thistle as well as the rose. God's methg sun shines on the righteous and on the unrighteous,
and not just those that dwell in the presence of God. You remember Pharaohdvadaeahim in this
Psalm, as he was crossing the Red Sea pursuing, as a predator, after the IsRieditash's head was
crowned, and God had shown him mercy to put that crown upon his head. Even though his heart we
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hardened, his head was crowned! & Lord, the word of God says, is good to all; the Lord is merciful to
all.

Now let's make a digression for a moment, because it's important to understand the difference between Go
grace and God's mercy. At a quick glance you would imagine thatstivery little difference between the

two, but | want you to think of the angels for a moment. If you think of eternity past, and you think of heaven
- no creatures in the sense of men and women like you and I, but the angels are in the presence df God. A
let me say that the angels experienced the grace of God, they experienced the goodness of God, for they w
dwelling in His presence and that is the grace of Goddwell in His presence. They were serving God, and

no creature even an angel can seve God without His grace. The very fact that #thods of the angels

didn't fall shows that God's grace preserved them, God's grace pulled them back from their sin and the
rebellion. Yet in all of their grace they never, ever knew the mercy of God.

If you think about it, the fallen angels, in 2 Peter 2 and 4 it says this: '‘God spared not the angels that sinne
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment'. Thc
angels that fell from heaven, thegver knew the mercy of God! And even the ones that didn't fall from
heaven never knew it either, because you have to sin to know it. But it's not just sinning, it's sinning an
having the grace of God restore you in mereynd only a human being can kmt¢hat. You see, what mercy

is is simply this: human misery, human degradation, human depravity, human deadness in their trespass
and in their sins and a God taking pity and compassion, and love and goodness, and coming down to reliev
that pain! Thas mercy, and what mercy it is!

Secondly: where can the mercy of God be witnessed? There are several places that it can be witnessed,
the first is this: in all life, all life. The puritans, who were right in a lot of things, distinguished in their
thedogy between the general mercy of God and the special mercy of God. "The general mercy of God', the
said, 'is to all creation'as the Psalmist says, 145: 'The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over al
his works'. Even the brute beasts #mimals in the field, even the very sparrow that fallee Lord Jesus
Christ says God has mercy upon them and pities them. 'The earth’, the Psalmist says, 'is full of thy mercy'
that is the general mercy of God, shown to all. Then there is thmlspescy of God, and that is shown to
those whom He saves. Those who have faith in Him, God lavishes His mercy upon them. He's described
child that trusts in God as being a vessel of mercy. God has restored him from judgement and justice. The
child that has known the mercy of God has been saved that God may make known the riches of His glory |
them.

You know it in regeneration, | hope to God it's happened to you! Like Paul on that road to Damascus, he he
no thought of God that's what he says!édHwas in ignorance of who the Christ was, and he's walking down
that road going to kill Christians, going as the enemy of Ganad out of the blue God arrests him! Boy, is
that mercy. And God lets the scales fall from off his eyes, to see highsihis the special mercy of God, to

be pitied, to be rescued from judgement and hell. And let me say this today: that mercy is not shown t
everyone! No, it's not. It's not shown to men who are rebellious, it's not shown to young people who ar
proud and sayi don't need the mercy of Godfor the word of God says in Luke 1: 'His mercy is on them
that fear Him'! If you don't fear God, you'll know nothing of the mercy of God. Listen sinners, Romans says:
'‘Not by works of righteousness, but according to Hiscjéfe saved us. So then it is not of him that
runneth, but of God that showeth mercy'! Do you know the mercy of God? If you don't know the mercy of
God my friend, it's because of your proud, bold, sinful, deep dyed, damnable heart!

This special mercy, Gadvishes it upon whom He wills who has faith in Him. This is a sovereign thing, this
is the God of all gods who says in Romans 9: 'For he said to Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will have
mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have compasslidrerefore hath he mercy on whom he

will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth'. This is a baffling thing, that the Lord harden men agains
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Him? Now don't be confused about this, because men are very responsible for every single thing that they
- and let me say that God doesn't make a man evil, God doesn't make a man reject Him, that is given to yc
own individual choice. But let me say this: when God Almighty, the sovereign God decides to withdraw His
influence in grace from your heart, your heatll harden! Oh, that men would know this! That if God
decided to take His gracious sunshine away from your heart, He wouldn't need to harden your heart..
would harden itself. It's like when the sun sets, the temperature goes down and the frosticrossethe

road. You wouldn't dream of saying that, because the sun has gone out, that the sun hardened the grou
Did the sun harden the ground? No! But that gracious influence of God, that is why we say to yeuntoday
the light of the Gospel Pharat hardened his own heart! Because God took His grace away from him, his
heart became hardand God says to you today: if you hear His voice, harden not your heart! How terrible
that on that judgement day, if you should stand before the Lord Jesus @iulist,would be the mercy of

God that would indict you! Imagine that! The very goodness of God would damn your soul, because yol
rejected it!

His mercy is in all life. Secondly, His mercy is in our circumstances. Now, you believers here today, this is
for you. Psalm 103 says: 'For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is [God's] mercy toward the
that fear him'. 'To us', Corinthians says, 'He is the Father of merthies'means this, believer: everything in
your life, every circumstance, evéming that has happened to you, there is the mercy of God in it! It is of
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, is it not? Indeed, I'm led to believe that there is a place
Sicily, and it's situated in such a geographical place that the sun eeeers out of sight, never. That's like

the mercy of God in our believing lives, God's mercy is never absent, God's mercy is never invisible, it"
never empty and what a humbling thing, that even in our trials and our tribulations the God of mercy has
His hand in it.

Thirdly: you can witness the mercy of God in redemption. Imagine this: the mercy of God without the
atonement of Christ. Can you imagine that? | can't. The mercy of God is impotent without Calvary. It has n
power, it's no good to youand that means this: that sinners can't cast themselves on the mercy of God anc
reject Calvary! Oh, there's so many doing that! 'I'll wait till | get to heaven and maybe God will let me in. It
doesn't matter what religion | am, we all worship the one tru &ad if He's a God of love and mercy He'll

let me in'- God has no mercy apart from Calvary! For it was the mercy seat. In the Old Testament, the Ark
of the covenant the lid that was on top of i wasn't it called the mercy seat? And that was the-God
appointed place where Moses would commune with God, that's the place where the high priest, once a ye
on the Day of the Atonement, would sprinkle the blood, that was the place associated with covering and tt
removal of sin- through the blood God has nog! The Lord Jesus Christ is His mercy seat. You see,
Calvary is where God meets the sinner and extends mercy. Wasn't it said, prophetically, of our Lord Jesl
Christ in the Psalms, 85: 'Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace hibsadlissther

the mercy seat! Have you been there? Have you been to Calvary? Oh, the hymn writers have put it well in
their different ways. One modern one puts it like this:

'‘Come worship at His feet,
Where wrath and mercy meet
And a guilty world § washed in love's pure stream'.

We were singing it this morning:

'Great is the Gospel of our glorious God,
Where mercy met the anger of God's rod.

A penalty was paid and pardon bought,

And sinners lost at last to Him were brought'.

Many a morning whenound the table we've sung:
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‘Jehovah bade His sword awake,

Oh, Christ it woke 'gainst Thee.

Thy blood the fiery sword must slake,
Thy heart its sheath must be'.

Why? Because of the mercy of God.

It's seen in all, it's seen in your circumstances, iés sedemption and let me say this very soberingly, and

this has shook me as I've been studying this: God's mercy is witnessed in hell. That's a strange thing, isn't
Even, think of it, when the lost are cast into the lake of fire it is an act of @edty. It's not from your

point of view, if you're not savedbut from heaven's point of view it is. You see, hell is the casting out
forever of all sin. Forever! And is it not the mercy of God that in the new Jerusalem we read that there sha
in no wie enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination? Can you imagine
walking down the streets of gold and hearing blasphemy in one ear, and hearing the name of the Lord tt
God taken in vain in the other? Can you imagine that?TlNe mercy of God is towards the righteeukose

who believe- so much that God won't have it, and every sin is damned in hell.

Oh, it's mighty, isn't it? It's awesome to think, as we read in 136, that God overthrew Pharaoh and his hosts
the Red Sed#or His mercy endureth forever. How could anybody say the like of that? That's their song of
praise! '‘God overthrew Pharaoh in the Red Sea, for His mercy endureth forever', for it was the mercy of Go
My friend, we read in Revelation 19and if you're ot saved, you sit up and you listen up! John says: 'l
heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and powe
unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged tiMhgreatvhich

did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. And aga
they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever'! That's like saying: 'Praise the Lord, the
damned are damned'. Ever tlmercy of God in the likes of that? Do you know what that tells me? If | was a
sinner, without Christ in this meeting, it would tell me of the foolishness of those who believe that God's
mercy will see them through the end. 'I'll take a chance. I've &ireght, | haven't done anybody any harm. |

go to my church, | try my best, I'm good to my familysod would never cast me into hell! His mercy
endures forever! that is to forget, my friend, that He's a God of justice, that He's sovereign in His imercy
and if you hear His voice, for God's sake harden not your heart, for God may withdraw His grace and Hi
mercy and you'll be lost! God says: 'l will by no means clear the guilty'. He says: 'The wicked shall be turnet
into hell, and all the nations thairget God'.

Imagine a man or a woman, and they don't wash themselves, they don't clean their teeth and their teeth .
rotten, they don't wash themselves and there are germs crawling over- takkrover their hair and
everything, under their nailsandthey are getting diseased because of it. Do you think God would withhold
disease from a man or a woman that lived in that condition? Not on your life! Do you think God will lavish
His mercy on a soul that has heaped sin upon its own head? | don't knokinwdhat a God that is, but it's

not our God! Do you know something? You can make God's mercy your enemy. Like sucking poison out o
a beautiful flower, you can have a deadly, deadly blow dealt to your soul!

Thirdly: what difference does God's mercy ma#ierou? What difference does it make? First of all, let me
say to believers in this meeting, this is the difference: you ought to show mercy. That's what the Lord said i
the beatitudes, isn't it? Matthew 5:7: 'Blessed are the merciful: for they shafl wistiecy’. James 2:13: 'For

he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath showed no mefcydou don't show any mercy in your

life, God will judge you without any mercy. Luke 6:36: 'Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is
merciful’ - show mecy one to another!
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Secondly: you ought to trust God's mercy. Isn't that right? That's what the Psalmist said: 'l will trust in the
mercy of God for ever'. Listen! Will you please think about this: the mercy of God, right now, here and now,
is a fountain pen- and if you would just let your bucket of faith drop down, you could take a draught, and
drink by faith of that well of salvation. If you're not saved, well, listen to me: God's mercy is open for you
now - it'll not be open forever, but it's open nolt$ open now and the Lord Jesus says, ‘whosoever will, let
him come and take of the water of life freely'. Imagine going to court and there's a judge there, and the judc
is pleading with the person in the dock! Have you ever seen that? I've neveat $berjudge pleading with

the person accused? But this is your Judge pleading with you to partake of His mercy. My friend, this i
baffling! Imagine the fool that would refuse such a thing! God is saying to you, in His mercy: 'Allow Me to
love you, be wiing to let Me save yout mercy pleases God! But unbelief smothers it, and if you're not a
believer here, the bowels of God's compassion are shut up for you, the wounds gaping and the sore of t
Saviour that flow forth that medicine for all sin and skaand iniquity are closed over for you. There is no
compassion, there is no joy, there is no virtue in the wounded Christ for you! But if you would just believe, if
you would just trust in His mercy, like Wesley you'd be able to say:

'Arise my soul, aris.

Shake off thy guilty fears,

The Bleeding Sacrifice

In my behalf appears.

Before the throne my surety stands,
My name is written in His hands.

My God is reconciled,

His pardoning voice | hear,

He owns me for His child,

| can no longer fear.

With confidence | now draw nigh
And Father, Abba Father cry'.

Like another, you could say:

'There is a wideness in God's mercy
Like the wideness of the sea.
There's a kindness in His justice
Which is more than liberty.

There is a welcome for the sinner
And more graces for the good.
There is a mercy with the Saviour,
There is healing in His blood'.

Will you trust Him? Now come on! Will you? Such great mercy enduring forever! Will you partake of it?

And finally, for every child of God in this place: ymught to obtain mercy. Yes, you can show it, yes, you
can trust in it but you know, we can obtain it. We can go in prayer to God and look at kiotnin robes of
justice and robes of wrath, but we can see God clad and arched in a rainbow of megitye toaning to a

God such as that, a God whose mercy is towardthet should add wings to our prayers, to know that God

is so great, God is so mighty yet God is for us. We ought to come boldly before our God, knowing that He i
merciful. Like the old pritan said, you wouldn't dream of coming to a fire that was lovely and warm and
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wondering was there any warmth in it for yowould you? No- it's blatantly obvious, and my Christian
friend it should be blatantly obvious to you that if you come to Godmlbwbtain mercy.

It says of Samuel that on one occasion he took a suckling lamb beforea@adevery believer in this place,

if you could take the Lamb of God in your arms, slain before God, into His presence knowing that it's
through that Lamb thatou come; if you would come to the throne of grace on His perfect merits and His
finished work you would hear this: 'My child, you have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feelings of your infirmities, but He was in all points tested likeyau are- yet without sin. Therefore, My

child, come boldly unto the throne grace that [you] may obtain merty!bbtain mercy and find grace to

help in time of need.

Let's say it again: [Pastor Legge:] O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is g8odgrggation:] for his mercy
endureth for ever hallelujah!

Now, let's bow our heads together. There are folk here that aren't-senaagine not being saved, and in the
very midst of the mercy of God! Do you think you're going to get away with theahrone, when the

Lord says: 'You were in the Iron Hall on the 7th of January 2001, and | opened up the windows of heave
and poured My mercy upon you and you walked out and refused it'? My friend, it's like the lead that come
out of the mine when its taken out of there it's very cold, but when it's put into the fire it's very hot. If you
come to Christ now, in the day of salvation, you will know the mercy of -G if you reject it will be the

very thing that will damn your soul. Will you come?

Child of God, things are hard, things have been difficblit whatever you do, throughout it all don't miss
the mercy of God in it, for if we didn't have it we would be consumiedt great is His faithfulness. Rest
upon it today, and if you're here bmkhearted, reach out by faith to that throne boldly, and obtain mercy
that you need.

Father, we thank Thee for such a merciful God, tender, compassionate, loving and good. And oh, Lord, Yo
love and long to lavish Your mercy upon those that You've aeatmut Lord, Your mercy will never
contradict Your justice and Your holiness. | pray today that every soul in this building this morning will be a
partaker of the mercythe special, saving mereyof Almighty God, and that we all, children of God, may
know what it is to boldly come and know the mercy of God to strengthen us in our need. In the name of th
Lord Jesus we pray, Amen.
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Behold Your God Chapter9
"The Grace Of God"

Copyright 2001
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on Lord's Day mornings looking at the character of our Gog've entitled it ‘Behold Your God'

looking at His attributes, andhat it means for Him to be God. Our last study in this series was The
Mercy Of God', a fortnight ago, and this is our next which is 'The Grace Of-@duch is related to His
mercy.

Ephesians chapter 1 is our passage for this morning. If you're visiting with us, this is our [ninth] study

We're looking at Ephesians chapter 1, and we've studied these wversessiderable depth in our Bible
Reading, but we're only looking at a particular element of them this morning. Ephesians 1 verse 5 to begi
with - verse 4 says: "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that w
should beholy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will". That word 'predestinated’ in verse
always relates to what we are to become in thel Uesus Christ. It's not so much speaking of a destination,
whether it be heaven or hell, but speaking of a disposition that we will have one day when we are like th
Lord Jesus Christand because we have been saved by His grace that is the plars the¢haet in order.

Then in verse 6 Paul turns in to that great doxology of praise that is repeated throughout this epistle: "To tf
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we ha\
redemption through kiblood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace".

| would vouch to say that there is no other word in the English language that describes the mind of God, ar
discloses His thoughts toward us, greater than this word 'grace’.,lthiaegtord itself is a beautiful word. It

has been used in different ways within our English language to describe grace and beauty, but even in t
Greek language it is called 'karos' (sp®)at's the Greek word for graceven it sounds beautiful todtear.

But even more beautiful than the word itself, is the theme behind it and its definition that we have within the
word of God. Is it any wonder that Philip Doddridge wrote:

'‘Grace 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear.

Heaven with echoes shatsound,
And all the earth shall hear.

Saved by His grace alone,
This is all my plea.

Jesus died for all mankind,
And Jesus died for me'.

We could define grace simply as this: that God's grace is Him taking responsibility for our situation. It is ar
atiribute of God, and we have been looking at the attributes of God, but this is a little different in that this
attribute is optional, it is voluntary. This attribute of the grace of God lies within His soveremmiywhat |

mean by that is simply: God not obliged to show grace toward His creation. He is a God of grace, but He is
not under any obligation to lavish His grace upon us in the way that He has done, revealed within the wor
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of God. But the miracle of grace is this: that He has stooped frerhdights of His majesty to the depths of
our misery- and grace has only one direction: it is only exercised downward.

We learnt in weeks gone by that God is transcendent, that God is above all things and in everything He
transcendent we cannot rezh Him. So it's logical to realise that if God is to be gracious to any, He is
gracious in a downward sense. Grace is often defined as God's unmerited favour, and that is exactly wha
is. It is unmerited and it is unmeritable, you cannot earn God's,gyau cannot work for it or strive for it, it

is something that God lavishes out of His free, sovereign-wafitionally and voluntarily God shows His
grace toward us, that's why it's a charming sound! That's why it's harmonious to the ear, thatavemy he
and earth echo and resound, and all shall hear!

We've learnt in weeks gone by about God's divine justice, and we have seen that the wages of sin is deg
and in God's holiness and in God's justice He demands the sinner's death. It is righitetwady that He

does so. But divine grace is that attribute of God whereby He intervenes, He comes in in mercy, He stays tl
hand of His wrath and justice and that great God sets the sinner free! What a wonderful theme! I'm gla
today that this is the thesmthat we're studying on as we've come from the Lord's table, as we've sung the
praises of the Lord Jesus Chrigb realise that we worship a gracious God! We looked a few weeks ago at
how God's mercy is deeper than His wrath, we can say that of Gadks, ¢itis love, His goodness, His
loving kindness endureth forever!

We could define God's mercy, as we did, as God withholding what we do deseevdeserve hell; we
deserve God's justice unrestrained, unexhausted; we deserve not even to live oththistetar be given
domination of it and control; we deserve to go straight into an eternal damnatorisod's mercy is Him
withholding what is our just dessert. If that is God's mercy, God's grace is His giving what we don't deserve
His mercy is withlolding what is our right, His grace is giving us what is not our right. Indeed, J.M. Darby
said this: 'Grace is great on the part of the one who gives it, and mercy is great on the part of the one wl
receives it- and, oh, it is great, isn't it!? Greaergy! Great grace of our God!

You would wonder why a world rejects such grace. Indeed, as believers, as we walk in our pilgrimage on th
earth, at times it's very hard for us to accept the grace of God and all that it means. If | could illustrate it t
you in this way: if you imagine that you're invited by her majesty the Queen to go to the palace. She bring
you into the palace to a great banquet, and you're seated at a table filled with the choicest foods. She, and
house, and her servants, make g\edfort for you to enjoy that hour in her presence. You have a wonderful
time, and as you exit the palace the Queen stands at the door to greet you gaodbyéhat do you do?

You put your hand in your pocket and you dig down deep, and as you leayeuhgress into her hand a
pound coin- and you're heard to say: 'Now thank you very much for your kindness, I've enjoyed it and |
realise it cost you a lot to do what you did, and | want to help you a little bit for your kindness to me'. Now,
what would tlat be classed as? | think in royal etiquette it would be classed as the insult of the highes
degree! That 'Her Grace', if you like, brings one of her subjects into her presence, lavishes graciously upc
them, and then they feel obliged to pay her batks an insult to the giver!

This is the problem that men and women in our world today, and even those in Christ, have with the grace
God- it's difficult for us to grasp it and accept it, why? Because of the old mother pride in all of us! Sin, the
mother of all sins is pride, and we feel that we must have something to do with it, we must have a part, w
want to contribute but when God comes to us and He withholds His wrath in mercy, and He lavishes His
grace in His graciousness, we find it hard teetan, don't we?

| want to speak to you on grace from three perspectives. First is past grace, the second is present grace,
the third is future grace. Let's look at the first: past grace. This epistle of Ephesians deals quite extensive
with the subgct of salvation, doesn't it? And we find, right at the beginning of this book, that salvation is a
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salvation of grace. It starts with gracethy? Because salvation starts with Gdbat's so important for us to
note in this day and age in which we livehere man is given all power, almost, in his own soul. 1 Peter 5
tells us: 'The God of all gracesalvation is of the Lord, and therefore it is of the Lord of all grace. He even
says Himself: 'l am gracious, | will be gracious'.

One of the reasons whyen today find it hard to grasp the graciousness of God is because they have no
found certain truths that they need to find as a foundation to enjoy the grace of God. The first is this: th
moral state of man. Men today find it very difficult to acceptword of God, that all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God, that there is no difference, no not one, that all are undone under sin. Because
that, man- and even some believerdry to compensate to cover over their inadequacies and thieigfa

short from that grace of God. You see, you have to admit that you're a deep dyed depraved sinner.

The second thing that stems from that is the consequences of sin: that the wages of sin is death. But |
today, in general across our world and esglgcin the West, has lost this concept of justice. They have lost
the idea of punishment, that punishment is necessarg even right down to the family home, we've seen it

in recent days, discipline is ignored! Therefore, when it comes to God, sheo¢ $een any need that God
should punish sin and that God should banish sin away from Him. But the word of God teaches us that Gc
visits sin upon the lawbreaker, and God comes to him in His wrath because of his sin.

So, there is the moral state of mahere is the consequences of sin, but thirdly there is the spiritual
helplessness of man. Man is almesind | say that's a big almosable to do anything in the age in which

we live! Therefore he has become intoxicated by his own importance, ahévieba many minds he feels

that he can reach God of his own will, that he can stem the gap between God and him that is made from |
sin. But the fact of the matter is this: thateree can mend their relationship with Goand the sooner men

and womenand believers, realise their moral state before a holy God, realise the consequences of the
sinnership, and also realise that they are helpless to mend the gulf betwixt them and God, then they're on |
first step to the grace of God! Toplady was righien he said:

‘Not the labour of my hands

Can fulfil Thy laws demands.
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone

Thou must save and Thou alone!’

We've learnt that God cannot just forgive sithat astoundsome people you know, that God who is
sovereign cannot just wipe sin away. | say this to you today, as we look at the grace of God, even the gra
of God cannot just wipe the slate clean! For in the same way that God's grace cannot be separated from |
justice, neither and listen to this can the grace of God be separated from the cross of God! Sin must be
punished, and the wonder of it alHallelujah to the Lamb! is that the Lamb of God takes away the sin of

the world, that the justice of God cha placed upon the Lamb of God, and that the righteousness of God can
be placed on the child of God! What a cost the grace of God is to God Himself. That grace comes, yes froi
the depths of God's divine attributes and being, but we must never ever latgdtet channel of His grace
flows in the Lord crucified, and the Lord risen again!

Oh, was that not the theme of Paul's discourse right throughout all of His epistles, as we've read today
Ephesians chapter 1: 'In whom we have redemption throughldusl,beven the forgiveness of sins,
according- what?- 'to the riches of his grace' You can't divorce the grace of God from the Crucified One of
God, and that's what the world's trying to do today, isn't it? '‘God's a God of love. God'll not sendgoeople
hell - if you worship God, and you look to Him, and live a moral kf8lo! God cannot be separated from
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the Christ of Calvary! In John 1 and verse 17 we read: 'For the law was given by Moses, but grace and tru
came by Jesus Christ'. Titus says: '#@ grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all-men'’
hallelujah for the Lord Jesus Christ, the grace of God!

You can see Him in the Old Testamemgn't it wonderful to think, yes the Old Testament is a book of law,

of course it is- but the Old Testament also is a window of grace. You can see it in the life of Noah, Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. It was said to Moses: 'Thou hast found grace in myGaghtias
always been a gracious God, God can never be without His grsicas the sun must shine, God must show
grace all of the time. If there was no grace in the Old Testament you wouldn't have Abraham, the friend c
God. You wouldn't have David, the man after God's own heart. You wouldn't have Samuel, the one whi
could kear the voice of God; Isaiah, who saw the Lord high and lifted up; and Daniel, who was on his face
before God three times a day. If you hadn't the grace of God in the Old Testament, Hebrews 11 would k
empty! But hallelujah, no one ever was, or ever ghallsaved apart from grace of God. From Abel right to
now, whenever grace was found in any man it was found by Jesus-@lircsturse, grace and truth came by

the Lord Jesus, but yet He was the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. Thoseghigipead in

the old economy through the promises, through the typical teachings and the prophetic pictures and tt
sacrificial offerings that they gavewere they not pointing towards the Christ of Calvary? Were they not
looking forward to Him? And thosthat are saved after Him are looking backward to the cross, but they are
all saved by His grace! All that ever came, came through that grace.

Now it's difficult for us to receive, and even as a believérl can illustrate it to you in another way. |
remember being with Barbara in a restaurant one time. Maybe this has happened to you: you're sitting the
and see someone across the room who you know, and you wave over to them. This happened, and after
meal they were finished and they came over tangsthey had a little yarn, and then they went home and we
thought nothing more of it. After we finished our meal we went up to pay the bill, and the lady behind the
counter said: 'The bill has been paidow maybe that doesn't happen to you, but it bBapgo me now and
again! The bill has been paid! Now, there's a mixture of feelings, isn't there? You feel: 'Boy, that's
wonderful!’, but with many of youand you'll know what I'm talking aboutileep down you think: 'It's been
paid? Well, can | not leava tip?'. Then you feel like going home and ringing the man and saying: 'Now,
look that was out of order, it was very niebut you know, we feel that we must do something. And then we
wreck our brains thinking about how we're going to pay it back,ave o buy a card, or get him a present

or something like thatand we find it very difficult not to do anything for anything we get!

Isn't that the truth? In a world where everything has catches and fixes, we look for the smalbpdnt
anything thasounds like 'the grace of God that is free and unmerited and unmeritable’, we say: "There mu
be a catch in that! That can't be true! It can't be transparent, there must be something more'. Yet Paul sa
'By grace ye are saved through faith, that rigtaurselves, it is the gift of Godnot of works, lest any man
should boast'. Just like oil and water don't mix, neither do faith and works. It's hard to accept, and it's hardk
even to accept that just as God is eternal, just as God is infinite, Gacksig eternal, His grace is infinie

you can't measure His grace, you can't limit His grace, you can't fathom it. How do you understand? Yo
can't understand a grace that is wide as the sea't understand! The only way we can really get a bit of a
grasp of what this grace is really like, is to compare the grace of God to our great need. That's why | we
going over those three points about the moral state of man, the consequences of our sin, the spirit
helplessness of marbecause unless you umgiand our dire need, you'll never ever appreciate the greatness
of God's grace.

Sure, we can't even grasp the enormity of our sin, we can't even fathom the great sinners thabute are
what a miracle that we can know: that where sin abounded, grétenah more abounded! Now think
about that for a moment: till the day you die, or the Lord Jesus comes or calls us, we will have committed
complete number of sins. Now, you or | could never think of that nuaiberight be a number that's bigger
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thanwe can count te but it is a fact that there must literally be an exact number of sins that we have
committed, and that is unfathomable, we can't really understand that. That, if you like, is how sin abounds i
our life. But the grace of God cannot benfaned, the grace of God is eternal because God is et¢hese's

not a number of times where God can be gracious to you, and that's what that means: 'Where my s
abounded, grace hath much more abounded

Grace was a great cost...for we see Jesusbyhiste grace of God should taste death for every man. Do you
remember Manasseh? Do you remember him? You should read about him, if you've never read about him,
the Old Testamenthe's a monster! The things that he did, the barbarity that he showesdoten children

he passed them, sacrificed them, to the fire! The Bible says he filled Jerusalem full of innocent blood, h
perverted all society in principle and in practice, making the place wdeel said- than even the pagan
nations round abouhat never knew God. Yet, when you read Manasseh's story, you find that at the end of
his perverse, depraved life God showed grace!

Paul. A murderer, a blasphemer, walking on his way, breathing out threatenings and murderings, t
Damascus to crucify thel@istians- imagine this! From the very depths, the Lord says, out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketiind what was his mouth speaking? Blasphemies, murderings, threatenings
yet God, oh, the grace of Gedsod could meet a man like thahdaGod could turn him round by His grace,

and he could become the noblest martyr and the greatest apostle that ever lived.

What about the Corinthians? Sure 'Corinthian’ and 'Corinth’ was a byword, it was like a proverb, a nicknam
for perverseness, immdity of every conceivable kind. They wallowed in abominable vice and outrageous
injustice- yet Paul says in Corinthians to them: 'Such were some of you: but ye are washed, ye are sanctifie
ye are justified'! Oh, that's the grace of Gaitb you know wh§ Because the grace of God starts with God
what is impossible with men is possible with God, and possible with the grace of God. The God who take
the initiative, the God who doesn't rely on us, the God winothe garden, in His graceprevented Adam

and Eve from eating of the tree of life, lest they should live eternally under death and the condemnation c
sin. The grace of God that slew an animal and covered their nakedness in the garden by the shedding
blood. The grace of God that in Genesis @msed them a Deliverer, a Redeemer, and a Saviour.

Oh, what grace and what a curse there is on those that don't preach that gospel of grace that we find writte
in the book of Galatians. But what a wonder to realise that, because of that atoningt @=dtfary- think

about it- we can now approach the garden that we were once banished from, there's no flaming sword, tt
prodigal can return home as a son of grdoe salvation, start to finish, is all of grace. What a great message
to be able to pech this morning!

That's past grace, and | trust that you've knowrauiitd if you haven't you need to know it now! But secondly
there is present grace, because salvation doesn't stop the day and hour you're saved. Salvation continue
grace. James tsllus, chapter 4 and [verse] 6: 'But [God] giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humblev that doesn't mean God gives more grace to some
sinners than others in order that they be saved. That's nottwigans, but it means that God gives grace to

all His children, He provides the grace that they need. What am | talking about? I'm not talking nhow abou
saving grace, I'm talking about sanctifying grace and sufficient grace for our suffering. Yowswouitall

up with the word 'strengthening'strengthening grace. Can | ask you this morning, believer, do you know
anything about this sanctifying grace? Of course yoululet do you walk in the knowledge of it day by day

in your life?

As we go to Eph&ans 1, we see there that predestination is in relation to holiness, isn't it? That is the reaso
God saved us, not just to rescue us from hell, but to make us holy, to make us like His divirtieaSare
might be conformed to His image. He saves uthabHe can start that work, but He lavishes grace upon us,

65



BEHOLD YOUR GOD Pastor David_egge

day by day down here, so that we can become more like Him. It's wonderful to know that the grace of Go
that is able to save us is able to keep us, isn't it? It's great for me to wake up inrtimg raied know that

my destination in heaven has got nothing to do with how well | live this day. Isn't it wonderful? To know that
the grace of God is able to keep me from sin, to sanctify me positionally, but also to make me ready fc
heaven day by day ljay, as He changes me into the image of His-S®ile keeping you? Of course He is

- but do you know the knowledge of it? Are you aware of the deep assurance that the Lord Jesus is workir
in you day by day, He is changing you. Paul said in Corinthi&@wd is able to make all grace abound
towards you, that ye always having all sufficiency, in all things, may abound to every good work'. Are you
abounding in good works? Good works will not save you, but if you don't have good works the chances ar
you'renot saved! For faith without works is dead! But wonderful to know that God doesn't leave us and say
"You're saved now, you go on ahead and try your best to do good wiltksGod that saves us by grace
keeps us by grace, He lavishes abundant graceugmnall sufficiency, in all things, that we might abound!

Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. Christian, if you don't feel you're sanctified today, whe!
the sin abounds in your life, grace can abound today. The grace of God can oveotwnseyit can
overcome your backsliding, it can sanctify you in all sufficiency. That's why Peter said that we are to grow ir
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chasé you growing? Are you? Are you growing in that
sanctifying grace?

Tha grace is also sufficient for suffering. We don't have time to read it but, in 2 Corinthians chapter 12
verses 7 to 9, Paul tells us that because of the many revelations that God gave him, God also permitted tl
he have a thorn in the side. Paul tellghat three times he prayed to the Lord that He would remove it, but
the Lord told him this: 'My grace is sufficient for thee'. Now we can almost say that-uegsause it's so
famous- without realising the meaning of it. God is saying: 'There is aegf@cyou that is sufficient, in

your suffering, to strengthen you for life's burden'. What is your burden? It's a burden greater than you coul
ever have a prospect of knowingyou thought this never would have happened to you. You thought what
you're gang through would have gone to someone else, it would have been written at the date in their diary
not for you- but your nightmare has happened! Is God's grace not sufficient for you? | don't underestimate
what you're going through, but does God nottbay His grace is sufficient? Does God not tell us in His own
trustworthy word, that He will give us what we need in the time when we need it? When our labours are
hard, when we are suffering affliction, when we're in spiritual warfare with all the hofrdhed, the enemy,

when we're going through life's trials and in our bodily and spiritual weakndess God not say it's
enough? Does God not say: 'My grace is sufficient for thee, for in your weakness my strength is mad
perfect'?

There is a poem thatove, written by Annie JohnseRlint, and it preaches itselflisten to it:

'He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase.
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied trials, He muiplies peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
[When we reach the end of our hoarded resources],
Our Father's full giving is only begun,

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure
His power no boundary known unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again'.
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Finally, there is future grace. That is grace completing everything, putting the icing on the cake. Do yoL
know you're a possessar eternal life? People think that you don't get eternal life until you die, and you get
to the gates and somebody hands you a package, and says: 'Now put that on, that's etemalhdee
eternal life now! The Lord Jesus said: 'l give unto my shesma life, and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand'. We are secure, the poet said:

'Engraved as in eternal brass the mighty promise shines,
Nor can the powers of darkness raze those everlasting lines'.

We're save@nd saved forever! Now my question to you, believer, is this: considering the past grace of Goc
that saved you, the present grace of God that keeps you, and the future grace of God that will get you
glory - are you relying on it? Are you living in theage of God? Or are you striving, are you trying in the
flesh or in your own works, to live the Christian life? So many do that | believe, they're trying to live, they're
trying to pray, they're trying to witness, trying to understand the word of-Godthey've been saved by
grace, but now they're trying to the Christian life by works! And whenever you hear that word 'trying’
beware! You see, that's the trap the Galatians fell into and Paul had to say very strong words to them:
foolish Galatians, whbath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Chris
hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ydosdish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect by the flesh?'. Do you know what he's saying? "You were saved by the Spirit, do you thin
you're going to live this Christian life by the flesh®ot at all, it's not lived by the flesh. Do y&now how

it's lived? By the grace of God. That's why he said to them, chapter 5 and [verse] 1: 'Stand fast therefore
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage'. A
Newton said: 'This is the gra¢hat will lead you safely home'.

We're in David's Palace, he has his family around him just about to dine. The walls are gleaming with woo
and brass. He looks at Absalom with his good looks, Tamar with her beauty, he looks around them all t
make surghey're all there but there is one that is missing. All of a sudden from the depths of the corridor
there is heard a 'clump, scrape, clump, scrape, clump, sersieghibosheth walks through the door, sits
down at his own seat, the tablecloth coverirgglég. That's what the grace of God is.

Let me say to you, as we close: there is grace for you today that no mountain could ever exceed. Ther:
grace for you today that the deepest abyss could not fathom. There is grace that is able to break the grea
bondage ever known to man, that nothing has been able to break-défertne wildest horse that ever ran
along an Arabian beach, there is grace that is able to break the back of such a beast in your life. Think of
There is nothing too hard fordh_ord that grace cannot tam¢he grace of God can drive the devil out of
your heart, the grace of God can say: 'Let there be light!". The grace of God can lift the drunkard out of th
gutter, the grace of God can take a gun away from a murderer'siegdace of God can make a woman of

the night pure and clean of all her guilt, and nail her filth to the cross at Calvary and make her a virgin in th
Lord! That's the grace of God...the grace of God can lift the dying, deep damned sinner and says Gdy si
forgiven thee'.

Do you say:
'Prone to wander Lord, | feel it.
Prone to leave the God | love.

Take my heart, oh, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above.
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Oh, to grace how great a debtoare you not a debtor? | am.
'Daily I'm constrainedio be.- every day

'Let thy goodness, like a fetter,

Bind my wondering heart to Thee'.

We've surveyed it in the past, the present, and the future. Let us bow our heads, and we are all in need of
grace of God, so this appeal that | make is to ajloof. There is a wideness in God mercy, like the wideness
of the sea and if you were to just drop your bucket of faith down into that, there would be plenty to meet
your need. Plenty! Whether you're saved or not, God can meet your need wduapot askHim, by faith

trust Him, that He is able.

Father, we thank Thee that Thou art a God of grace, a God of tender compassions and wonderful love. Lot
we bless Thee that grace has saved us, grace will take us home, grace is keeping us at this verambment
on that day when we look on His face, we will tell the story: 'Saved by grace'. Lord, may we get in touch an
tap into the grace that is available for us, and we come boldly now to the throne of grace to find that grac
that we need at this moment. listv Your grace upon all the heads bowed in this place, and them that are not
saved by gracethat through faith they would receive of the Lord today. Now, may the grace of the Lord go
with us, Amen.
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this morning in our series 'Beholding Our God', the characiértlze attributes of the great God

whom we worship. We're looking this morning at 'The Unchangeableness Of God', or to put it in
theological terms: 'The Immutability of GodGod does not change. Let's read from chapter 1 of James and
verse 17- just oneverse as we begin our study this morning: 'Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above*- we could stop there and preach a sermon on that, couldn't we? How everything that we get in life i
good, it comes from Godand we live in a generation tag of materialism, and even the church of Jesus
Christ tends to forget that, and you can see it in the absence of giving thanks around the table. We belie
that we've got the good thingslon't we? they haven't come from God above, but they have asadhe of
God says! '...and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow c
turning'.

We're turning in our Bibles to James chapter 1, James chapter 1. We're looking at our [tenth] stud

Many folk read the word of God, and if believers were honest, read the Bible and try to read it as much a
they can but they conlude the word of God to be in the past. What | mean by that is that it's a historical,
chronological record of things that happened in a bygone age, thousands of yeat's aggiorical. But the

time distance, as they read of cultures and practisekl pthat time difference seems to make a distance of
another kind- a reality distance. We tend, whether consciously or subconsciously, to relegate the word of
God to the past. There's a time distance so, we conclude, a reality distance. 'That wasdvdzad @en,

that was the way God was then, that is the way He behaved to those particular pebpie’ ask ourselves,

at times, as we read Numbers and Exodus and various other books of the word of God: 'What is tr
relevance of these pages to my litdBw does it relate to me in my personal experience, working 9 to 5,
five, six days a week? How does this book speak to me?'.

Because of this failure to bridge this reality gap through the distance of time, many folk resign themselves t
following afaroff. They look at these pages and That's the Bibteey make a separation between the
spiritual and the secular in their life. Their job is the secular; the church, and the word of God, and the Bibl
Class, and the prayer meeting is the spirituut those two entities seem never to collide or even to
assimilate together, but that is where we have to get. We have to get to the position where God is all our Iif
where God Himself saturates all our being, all our existence until there is no sepalarenjst no
demarcation between the secular and the spiritual, and we begin to find out that the word of God has
awesome relevance within our life.

It is the journey of moving from knowing God's word, to knowing the God of the word. The reason why this
God- Abraham's God, Jacob's God, Moses' God, Daniel's God, all the great praphetis and major all

the patriarchs of the word of God, the Apostles, the Lord Jesus Christ, all the church-fédtbeemson why

this God can be known is that He neebanges. He is immutable, the unchanging God, He is always the
same- and yes, there are cultural differences that we have to account for in the word of God, historica
differences and features that these pages bring to us that we cannot bridge. Weadrawok in time to

those days, we are in a modern, contemporary wdslat the Bible was written, not to show us how these
people lived, but to reveal to us the God they knew, for them that know their God shall do exploits.
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The miracle of grace, andammiracle of this book that is living before us, is that the God that they knew can
be known by us today. We can know Him in the same intimacy, in the same relationship, day by day, simpl
because He is the immutable God. He never differs from HimselieMer differs from what He used to be

- and within the great Godhead there is no concept of growth, development, change. There is no variatic
within the Trinity, God is the immutable, unchangeable, eternal-@wdr the same. So, as we look at such a
vad subject as this, we must ask the question: how is God unchangeable?

That brings us to our first point: God's nature doesn't change. Who God, in essence, is never ever chang
The word of God says He is from all eternity: 'From everlasting to evedaBiou art God'. He is described

as the Eternal King, the Immortal God, the One who alone is immortal. Psalm 90 that we read from in ou
prayer says: 'Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the worl
even from evdasting to everlasting, thou art God'. Before creation, before matter came into existence, Goc
was there- unchanged from what He is at this moment in time. The Psalmist in 102:26 says of creation:
'They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all@intishall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou
change them, and they shall be changed'. Isaiah says: 'He is the first and He is-thrdabktt is repeated

in the apocalypse: the first and the last, Alpha and Omega, the beginning andirige teedunchangeable,
eternal, immutable God!

This brings, immediately, the distinction between the Creator and the creature. The Creator is immutable, t
creature is mutable. The Creator is unchangeable, the creature is changeable. And all oficitaatenh

with the brush of changeability, mutability. All that we see around us is subject to change, simply because
is not eternal, it has a beginning and it will have an endimg this great Divinity, our great God Jehovah,
never changes! He ha® beginning, He has no ending, He can't grow any older, He never gains any new
strength or loses any abilities that He ever had. He never matures, He never develops, He never gro
stronger or weaker or wiser!

It's hard to conceive this, isn't it? The hynriter tried to conceive it well, | believe, when he said:

'We blossom and flourish
As leaves on the tree.

We wither and perish,

But naught changeth Thee'.

In the book of Daniel we find that men's kingdoms that they pride themselveanih our own Uited
Kingdom seems to do it at the momenhey have a head of gold, but they have feet of clay. The heavens,
which we look out at at this moment, are the oldest record of God that we yetvéhose records, one day,

will perish, they will disappear, 8y will be burnt up in smoke to bring on the new heavens and the new
earth. We ourselves, in our own flesh, are subject to change, dandyeven as believers, in our everyday
spiritual life we are prone to fainting and, at times, to sprinting. One dgayre down in the dumps,
depressed by the circumstances of life, and the next day we can be up in the cloudsine- with great
spiritual strength and zeal and enthusiasm. Even our health fluctuates like that, doesn't it? Our moods, o
health, oumpsychological wetbeing, we're up and down on a spiritual roller coaster at times. But God never
changes.

You see, if God changed He would have to change in [one of] two directions. He would either go from bette
to worse, or from worse to better. He tayo from better to worse because He is peHactd because He is
perfect He cannot go from worse to better. He cannot change in anyiiympossible, even when we
begin to think about these things, to conceive of it. In fact, when we start thwik{Bgd getting better or

God getting worse, we have ceased to think about God! Because God cannot get worse -oahetter
whatever men hold to, if he can grow, if he can mature, if he can develop, | don't care what you call him, he
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not God! God is immtable, and that is why He is God. We say with the church father of old: 'All that God
is, He has always been; and all that He has been and is, He will ever be'. Nothing He said about Himself
history, in the biblical record, will ever be changed. Najhiinat the prophets revealed of Himself, nothing
that they said, will ever fall awayit will always remain! That is why, within the word of God, the Lord is
compared to a rocka rock that is immovable, a rock in the midst of the ocean of His univemsewnhilst

the whole entire ocean surrounding is continually fluctuatiagd as the word of God says, the wicked are
like the troubled sea when it cannot re&tod is a rock!

You remember what Jacob said concerning Redlaenl | believe it can be aped to all the descendants of
Adam's race they are unstable as water. Thomas Watson, the great puritan, said of men: 'Their minds ar
like a sick man's pulse which alters every half hour'. That's what creatures are like, that's what all of creatic
is like - in fact, Jude the apostle, when talking of men (specifically apostates, but we all have that deprave
nature within us) he said that they were like waves of the sea, tossed to and fro, they're like wandering sta
wandering forever from one point smother- they're not fixed! That is the reason that we proclaim in the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that no man, no matter who he is or where he is, can be depended up
That's why God says: 'Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of manimm tivace is no help'isn't that

right? People are fickle. God's creatures change at every whim. We can't put our faith in them, becau:
people like you today and then hate you tomorra@member the multitude in the word of God that cried of
our Lord: 'Hbsanna to the Son of David!", but they quickly changed their mood about Him: 'Away with Him!
Crucify Him!".

But this One we think of today is the Father of Lights in whom there is no shadow of turning, or
variableness, or change of any kind. What a greatfort, what a great blessing to our souds we realise

how human nature cannot be relied upon, but to be able to proclaim from the word of God, as a salve to o
souls, that God can! God is faithful, God can be relied u@or no matter what our énds are like, or our
relatives, or our fellow human beings in all their fickleness and mutabithgre is a God who is stable,
there is a God who is always the same, His purpose is fixed, He is there whose word is sure, that we ¢
stand upon it! The grmanence of His character assures us that we can trust in Him. Isaiah said: 'For the
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee; neither sh:
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord thatteatly on thee' what a God! What a fact to

let your heart be filled with today: that no matter what changes in this world, the affections of God toward us
as His children will never change! He will never love us less, because He cannot love us molenélemwi

pour His wrath upon us, because His wrath was poured upon His only begottetn&as the God who we
worship today! That is the God that we come to, that is the God in whom our faith is, and that is the Go
whom we approach in prayer!

How worderful to think- isn't it such an encouragement to pray, to come to a God who is unchangeable. As
Charnock said in 1670and God hasn't changed since then: "What comfort would it be to pray to a God that,
like the chameleon, changed colour every mom&wii® would put up a petition to an earthly prince that
was so mutable as to grant a petition one day, and then to deny it anoth&r#hat's not our God, He
changeth not. Our God has established His ways, He is set, He is firmly set and establidhdd says to

us today upon His unchangeableness: 'Come to Me. Come to a God as I. | am unchangeable!’, and if we ¢
anything according to His will, He heareth us! He is immutable in His essence. There was never a time whe
He was not, and He will never ase to be and because of that we can build everything upon our God!
God's nature doesn't change.

Secondly: God's character doesn't change. Creatures are prone to illness, aren't they? Some of th
dementia, and all of us when circumstances come inalikeod we find that our human character can be
altered in certain ways. To a specific individual we all have different tastes, don't we? Different opinions,
different outlooks on life of every kind. Our temper can change radically at times, we sedwm tmta
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‘Jekyll and Hyde' character. But in the book of Exodus we read that God reveals Himself to Moses in chapt:
3 and verse 14: 'l AM WHO | AM: simple, isn't it? Simply profound, when we think of that faet
shortened version of that statementhis word 'Jehovah’, the name of God, 'Yahweh'. The One who was, the
One who is, and the One who ever shallltlke eternal, unchangeable God that we know and love! This
wasn't a description of Him Himself, but it's a declaration of who He is ireg&dferce. Not who He is in
essence, but how He has continued through all time, is continuing, and will continue f@elfexxistent,

the immutable, eternal, nevehanging God.

Now we've been looking at His attributes in the weeks that have gone by, dral/&vaoted many things
about them but one of the things we note today is they will never change. So, if you heard about the love of
God a few weeks ago, or the grace of God, or the faithfulness of God, or the mercy-ar@dogu've gone
through a wele of absolute turmoil and trial and tribulation, and you're maybe sitting here and [thinking]
‘That was last week, and when | was in the emotion and the thrill of that meeting, hearing about the gre:
God that | had oh, it was great! | could have taken the world, but now because of what happened this
week...- God's the same! His grace hasn't changed, His attributes haven't died or been tituteédd that

you heard about last week is the God of grace this week! Oh, it's wonderful. Whateverdderade will
always be God's character does not change.

Thirdly: God's truth does not change. We're all human here (I hope!), we have met people in our lifetime the
don't say what they meammany of them. Hypocrites and liars, and let's face it:enadlrprone to it, we're all
prone to bearing false witness, and trying to appear what we aren't really internally. The reason why men at
women are like this is because they don't know their own mind at titheg're doublaninded, unstable in

all their ways, tossed to and fro like the chaff in the storm. They change their mind and they change thei
opinion - that's why you can get believers who believed in one thing 20 years ago, and they've just done
360 degree turn the other way, they believe inetbing totally different. We're all guilty of that, but in
Psalm 119 that great testimony of the word of Geth verse 89 and verse 152 we read this: 'For ever, O
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. Concerning thy testimonies, | have known of oldahdatast founded

them for ever'.

Isn't that so refreshing? In a world that is plagued and poisoned by relativism and political correctness, ar
'‘Whatever you believe, that's truth for you, and what | believe is truth ferbuedon't you try and make

your truth my truth* like Pilate as he stood before the Lord Jesus Christ and asked that question that this ol
dying world is asking at this moment: 'What is truth?'. You hear the Buddhists, you see them all, we hes
Islam, we hear the Jehovah's Witressthat come to my door, Roman Catholiciswhat is truth? The world

is confused, and God says: 'My word, My truth is settled in heaven! It will never change. | have establishe:
My testimonies, My decreesMy word is like Me, it is timeless' and praisé¢he Lord, it's not a relic of a
bygone day, it's not something that we relegate to a certain dispensation, it's alive and it's in heaven tod
and it will never change! As the Lord said: 'Not one jot, not one tittle will be removed. Heaven and earth
may [@ss away, but my words will never pass away'.

His nature never changes, His character doesn't change, truth doesn't change, and His purposes don't cha
God's plans, God's eternal counsels, are immutable never changes His will. The prophet Balaam,
Numbers 23 and [verse] 19, tells us that in the famous verse where he says: 'God is not a man, that he shc
lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, :
shall he not make it good?'hiB is a confusing verse because, if you're familiar with the word of God, many
people read the word of God and they turn to Genesis chapter 6 and verse 6, and it says there that C
repented that He ever made man. Then they turn to Numbers 23 andtitasayed never repents, and then

you get the wisecracks that say: 'The Bible contradicts itself'. You turn to the prophet Jonah, chapter 3 ar
verse 10, and it says: '[The Lord] repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto [Niaadah]'
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there you have it again! God says He doesn't repent, and then He goes and repantsnd of a God is
that?

Some object to these truths within the word of God, but if you're a believer here (and perhaps you've bee
doubting about these facts) ask gs®lf, first and foremost, this foundational question: does the word of God
contradict itself? Ne Amen! (It wasn't loud enough!) No! You should all be saying 'no'! It doesn't, it cannot
contradict itself! So, if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,wogbt to set that foundation first of all: God
cannot lie. Then, when you do that, there's a simple explanation for the whole thing. We looked at th
prophecy of Ezekiel a few weeks ago, and we looked at how God has not an appearance, God is a spirit, C
is spirit. He doesn't have a body like you or |, He doesn't have hands and He doesn't have eyes, He doe:
have a head and He doesn't have fdrtt yet within the word of God you read about the hand of the Lord,
you read about the eye of the Lord beamgall His children, you read about the mouth of Leltthe mouth

of the Lord has spoken'. Now, does God have a mouth? Does God havéthatis not short that it cannot
save'? No! Of course He doesn't, but what God does do: in His book He isnguemfiself to us, and
because our mind is so poor in grasping the eternal and the infinite,ifdochn say it- deigns and comes
down to our linguistic level to communicate Himself to us.

Now, once you establish that, you've no problem when He wactntvey to us that He's looked upon us in
grace by saying that He's changed His mind. He's trying to convey to us what He has done: 'lt repented t
Lord that he had made manHe looked at their sin, their wickedness, only evil continually, and alt thei
thoughts that were an abomination to Him; and He wanted to convey His anger, His pain for their sin. Whe
about Jonah? 'God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them'. Listen to this ve
carefully: there may be a change in Gadgk, but there cannot be a change in God's will. Now please note
the difference between those two things: He may will a change, but He cannot change His will. Let me quot
a puritan: 'God may change His sentence, but not His decree'. | can illustiatauittihink of a king who
causes a sentence to be passed upon a criminal, who he intends to-l¢hifrde@s happened in law. The
king, by his judicial status and by the law of the land, must pass that sentence upon thattaine his
eternal cousel- but if he wishes, he can let that man free. Do you get the difference?

Here we have [it] in Jonah: God must condemn the Ninevites for their sinfulness and their abomination, Go
must pronounce judgement and His intention to judge lust God, in H$ grace, exercised mercy upon
them. Isn't it wonderful? God doesn't changend though men may say He changed, the reason why His
mind cannot change and He does not reverse His plans is that He is not like a man that He should repe
What we do as men dnwomen is: we have a lack of foresight, we don't know what the future holds, we
can't anticipate things as we're planning theand that's why we have to change our plans at times, because
something cropped up that we didn't account for. Sometimesoit'a fack of foresight, but it's a lack of
power. We want to do a thing, we would like to carry out something in our life, our purposes and our desires
but we haven't got the power to execute our plans. But our God is omniscient, our God knows everything
our God can see into the future with His blessed foreknowledge, our God is omnipoteotyeaful. He
doesn't have a lack of foresight, He doesn't have a lack of power, because He's God omniscient al
omnipotent!

'‘Change and decay in all around | see,
Oh, Thou that changest not, abide with me'.

Could I just digress for a moment to those who are not saved in our meeting? If you're unrepentant, it is
fearful thing to fall into [the hands of] a God who never changes. A God who never changes what He ha
said about sin, a God who has promised that you will be judged after death and you will stand before th
Great White Throne, and He will not change His decree that 'the soul that sinneth, it shall die...anc
whosoever is not found in the book of life sHadl cast into the lake of fire'. He has declared: "Therefore will
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| also deal in fury, mine eyes shall not spare, neither will | have pityl though they cry in mine ears with

a loud voice, yet will 1 not hear them'! What a fearful thing! Some peogdlentsl as | talk to them about

their soul: 'Well, I'll take a chance. I'll get to heaven and I'll hope that the good outweighs thiedoatt

care what the word of God says and what the revealed Christ hasl'aggt to heaven, and maybe this

God oflove, this God of mercy, will have mercy upon me and He'll let me in!". This is the God that never
changes is He going to change just for you? Is He going to change His plans, is He going to let His nature
be trodden in the dirt for atheists, and agrsstand false religionists to point the finger and say: 'God
changed His mind!". The only way that God will change His mind toward you is because of the work that He
has done at Calvary, in order that He might change that final end for you. And my ifrigmdwant to get

into heaven you're going to have to go by God's way, and you're going to have to trust in the bleeding Lanr
of Calvary.

Fifthly: God's Son never changes. | would love to have sung this morning: 'Yesterday, today, f¢teéser’
singit:

[Pastor Legge and congregation sing]:
‘Yesterday, today, forever,

Jesus is the same.

All may change,

But Jesus never,

Glory to His name.

Glory to His name,
Glory to His name.
All may change,
But Jesus never,
Glory to His name'.

But someone pointhie finger and says: 'But God did chandbe Godhead changed when the word of God
became flesh and dwelt among us, was that not a change?'. We look at that, and we say: 'Well, maybe it i
change- did God change? How can the immutable God change iméiy®'. Well, the fact is that if God's
divine nature had changed to be human nature, it would have been a change. Or if a human being had b
changed, as some believe, into a Gaah- well then you could say that God had changed. But the fact of
the wod of God is this: the Lord Jesus had two distinct natu@ed and man in one person. That's not a
change. There's the sun out there, isn't it? When the cloud comes in front of the sun, the sun has
disappeared, has it? The sun hasn't changed. And tvbdlesh- the holy, sinless, spotless flesh of the Son

of God- veiled the word of God, the eternal Son, there was no change in the Godhead!

'Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the Incarnate Deity'.

Oh, it's wonderful, isn't it? That His touch hadl §s ancient power, and because He never changes He is
able - still able - to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession. He never changes.

Sixthly: our world changes. Doesn't it? The world around.arsd the best way we can understand the
unchangeableness of God is to compare it to the changeableness that we know within our environment.
God, change is impossible, but in man changelessness is impossible! Man's world is in constant flux, as .
W. Tozer said: 'Each man appears for a little time to laugh and to weep, to work and to play, and then to g
to make room for those who shall follow him in the neseding cycle of life'. If you've ever studied English
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literature, you'll find this out in soenof the great philosophers, intellectuals, and poets: a great deal of their
theme is despair. | remember coming out of English classes, at times, depressed at the outlook and the wc
view that these men and women hadlecause all they could see arouhdm was this continual change,

and as they contemplated they despaired more and more because they couldn't do anything about it.

What a refreshing thing it is to turn to the holy writers in the word of God, and look at this change in a
positive mannerMen and prophets who found that that change that they find in life can be cured! It can be
helped by an unchangeable Goand the change that belongs to a fallen world around us, and in our fallen
nature, God is able if we trust in Him to change all atltht's an amazing thing that, for the child of God,
change now works for us. Isn't that amazing? We were thinking in the breaking of bread of how death ca
work for us now to bring us to glory! Our greatest enemy has changed, because God in His gree
powerfulness can make change work for the believer in his own life, se #éisathe apostle saysBut we

all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glo
to glory, even as by the Spirit of therda

But you know, although God can make change work for us, change is still very distressing, isn't it? It's har
to bear, and it doesn't make us completely happy, and instinctively we seek something that never chang
We are bereaved at the passindamfiliar things and familiar people. Faber put it like this:

'Oh, Lord, my heart is sick,

Sick of this everlasting change

And life runs tediously quick

Through its unresting race and varied range.
Change finds no likeness to itself in Thee,
And wakes no & o in Thy mute eternity'.

If we're following after God we will never ever be satisfied with change, and we will never be satisfied with
this life. [Seventhly] and finally: God's changelessness requires our change. Although change and decay
all aroundwe see distresses us in a fallen world, it's also a great blessing froma@addhis is what | want

you to see as we close our meeting. It's a blessing from Almighty, for the possibility of redemption, the
possibility of salvation and an eternal homé@aven lies in God's ability to change us and to make a change
in us. It lies in the ability of our lives, by the Spirit of God working within us, to change from a liar to
someone who is truthful, to change from a thief into an honest person, changirgefngilthy into pure,

proud to humble and so radical is that change of conversion that Paul calls what we used to be 'the olc
man’, and what we have become 'the new man'. That's a change! That's a blessed change! A change of Go
the inward. Hebrewsays, with regard to the covenantehat a great change!'He taketh away the first,

that he may establish the second'. Praise God that there is change.

As we close today, Thomas Watson said thad this is what | want you to do: ‘Get an interesthim
unchangeable Godthen thou art, as a rock in the sea, immovable in the midst of all changes'. Do you know
what Isaiah said? 'Cease ye from magease ye from man! Be done with men, forget about following men,
forget about looking to yourself anddk at this God! Stop trusting in a reed and trust in the rock! Trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ who is the boat tied to the rock who is God, who says: 'l will never leave thee nc
forsake thee...l will be with thee even unto the end of the age'. Ach! l¢batam we trust in? Health leaves

us, friends leave us, loved ones leave bst, like Noah's dove, if we would just flow into the ark of God's
unchangeableness. Remember, the dove couldn't put its feet on anythingeedsgthing else was sea,
movable- but when he got into Noah's Ark...

They that trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved. Though our friends and mer
forget us and forsake us, and you know what it's Jikeeir attitude changes toward us in their affections,
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they revise their opinion of us with the slightest cause that they have. But how wonderful to know that Goc
says to every one of His children today: 'l AM WHO | AM, | changeth not'. He is always in a receptive mood
to receive us, He never changes His affetitoward us today He feels the same toward us as the day He
sent His only begotten Son into the world to bleed and to die for us. His attitude toward the sinner is exactl
the same today, as His outstretched arm says: '‘Come unto me all ye that labare heavy laden, and |

will give you rest'. He never compromises, He never needs to be coaxed, He is the Lord that changeth n«
All we have to do is align ourselves to Him.

'Fountain of being, source of good,
Immutable Thou dost remain,

Nor can the shdgow of a change
Obscure the glories of Thy reign.

Earth may with all her powers dissolve,
If such the great Creator will.

But Thou forever art the same:

' AM' is thy memorial still'.

Let's bow our heads and come to the unchanging God, who is alwayd tosvia grace and mercy and love

if we know Him. Let's rest by faith in His unchangeableness. Our Father, we thank Thee that though th
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea, the earth be removed, and the heavens shatter therglass

is a Gd in heaven who will never be moved. There is a God whose word will never be changed, there is
God whose Son is always able to saamd, our Father, in the midst of our decay and death, we thank Thee
that we have trusted in the One who is the restioreand the life, and if we believe in Him we shall never
die. Father, help us to rest by grace and through faith in Thy unchangeableness, in the name of the Lord Je
Christ we ask it. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach The WordFebruary 2001
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachthe&ord.com
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Behold Your God Chaper 11
"The Omnipresence Of God"

Copyright 2001
by Pastor David Legge
All Rights Reserved

God in general, and there are many attributes of God that are listed within this Psalm but
we're going to just read the stanzas that refer to the omnipresence of God as we study this subje
together this morning.

Our text this morning, and our passage of scripture, is Psalm 139. A very famous Psalm to do witl

Let me say that last week | think it was we had a watch, now we have a key and a watch! Sauifaye
less of a key or a watch, please do come up here and I'll leave them sitting up here for you to take.

Psalm 139 and verse 7, David expressing this great doctrine of the attribute of God's omnipresence sa
"Whither", where, "shall | go from thy giii? Or whither shall | flee from thy presence? If | ascend up into
heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the wings of the morning, an
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand leahdnny right hand shall hold me. If

| say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth |
from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee".

One Suday morning a lecturer in a theological college was sharing a seat on a train with a small boy as h
went to church. This was recorded in the Philadelphia Bulletin, if you want to look-iifumu have a
Philadelphia Bulletin- but you'll have to belie¥ me and take my word for it! The boy was holding in his
hand his Sunday School lesson leaflet, The lecturer sitting beside him was interested, andirasked
friendly way- a question of the young boy. He said: ‘Can | ask you a question?'. 'Yes signyoTell me

my boy', continued the manthinking to have some fun with the ladWhere is God? If you can tell me
where God is, I'll give you an apple!. The boy looked up at the theological lecturer sharply, and promptly
replied: 'I'll give you a whle barrel of apples if you can tell me where God is not'. Isn't that right? The child
had more wisdom!

As A.\W. Tozer said: 'The notion that there is a God, but that He is comfortably far away, is not embodied ir
the doctrinal statement of the Christidmuoch'. We do not believe that God is in heaven alone, that God is
separated from us, that we are far from God in a geographical sense. That is why | want us to first of a
ponder the presence of God, as we begin our study this morning in His omnipr@$eamcsecondly, | want

us to learn that we need to practise the presence of God within our lives.

So let us look, first of all, at this fact that we must ponder the presence of God. Now, let's dissect thi
theological word 'omnipresence’. The last wgal will recognise, comes from the root 'to be preseatd

that simply means 'to be close'. We can say that God is here, and that to bless us with the Spirit's quickeni
power. It means that He is here among us at this moment, literally He is nexte is present. Now when

we put the prefix 'omni' in front of it, the Latin word that means ‘all’, we get the universality of it. God is
omnipresent, God is 'all with usall of Him is with us, all of the time, in every single pladde is close to
everything, He is next to everyone. Literally, in the Latin, it means 'to be at hand'.

Now, that's a sermon in itself, isn't it? That our Almighty God, the transcendent God, the God of love, the
God of grace, the God of mercy, the God of justice and hglinegslways at handalways! This fact of the
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omnipresence of God is taught with great clarity right throughout the word of &wtlit would take a lot of
effort to misunderstand its teaching there. It's very clear that God is round about us, aladyserises, all
of the time.

Now if we're pondering the presence of God, the first place, perhaps, that we will find it is in creation. | want
to quote to you part of a sermon by a man called Gilfillen (sp®@jv, | don't know him, but what he has to

say is very good. Listen to this, speaking of the Hebrew mind with regard to the omnipresence of God ir
creation, he says this: 'To the Hebrews the external universe is just a black screen concealing God. All thin
are full of, yet all distinct from, HimThe cloud on the mountain is His covering, the muttering from the
chambers of the thunder is His voice, that sound on the top of the mulberry trees is His going away. In th;
wind which bends the forest, or curls the clouds, He is walkitigat sun is Hisstill commanding eye,
whither can they go from His spirit, whither can they flee from His presence. At every step, in every
circumstance, they feel themselves &@uatlosed, Godilled, God-breathing men with a spiritual presence
lowering, or smiling, onitem from the sky, sounding in a wild tempest, or creeping in panicked stillness
across the surface of the earth. If they turn within, lo, it is there-@saye hung in the central darkness of
their own hearts'.

God is as present as the athat is he fact- He is all around us. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said: 'Nature is
too thin a screen, the glory of the omnipresent God bursts through it everywhere!'. All around us we can se
that, if we have eyes to see, that God is around us in creatierran se¢lim. As the Psalmist said, there is

no place in heaven, earth, or hell, where men may hide themselves from God's presence. God is in F
creation, God is here in His universe, He is present, He is not detaéfrech a distance God is watching

us'? No! @&d is here!

Now, we must be careful, as we ponder this fact of God in creation, that we avoid the error of pantheisn
Pantheism simply believes that not only is God omnipresent, but God is in everything. In other words, God i
in this pulpit, He is in thearpet, He is in the treeghat God is not a personality, but God is omnipresent.
But we don't believe that: we believe that God is omnipresent, and God is an undeniable person, transcend
- although He is here, He is far removed from simple mativiiads. This is why people can bow to wooden
gods, bow to the trees, and the wind, and the sea, and the mountains, and worship themiag fuatsis

not the God that we have. God, in scripture, is clearly set forth and testified as a personal Godhi®ed
persons, blessed Trinity.

So, we see clearlyl hope- that God's presence can be pondered in creation. But secondly, God's presence i
pondered in His own attributes, God's attributes that we've been meditating on these ten weeks or so. We
learnt that God is eternal, now that means that if God is infinite, God cannot be restricted to any area ¢
geography, any space of lanthere is no limit to God's presence. So if you put it like an equation: God's
eternality plus His person, equals opneisence. If God is eternal, He must equal omnipresence, He must be
everywhere if He is an infinite God. William Newt&larke said: 'If God is not everywhere, He is not true
God anywhere'isn't that right? If God is God, He must be everywhere!

Now thee are two ways that | want to bring this to you this morning, how God is omnipresent in His
attributes. The first is: He is creation's environment. Now we've touched upon creation, but this is taking it
little further. It means this: that the finite ete@n does not contain God, like the pantheist belietiais desk
contains God but God is far greater, far bigger, who contains His creation within Hamd there is a
difference. You see, there is no place beyond God for Him to be, there's notdirexidts beyond God.
Everything that exists dwells within Godif | can illustrate it to you like this: just as the sea is the
environment of the fish; and the air, the atmosphere, is the environment of the bird; God is the environmel
of His creation.
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I'll quote another man, Hilbert of Lavarden (sp?) wrote this many hundreds of years ago: '‘God is over al
things, God is under all things, outside all things, withit not enclosed, withoutbut not excluded, above

- but not raised up, belowbut notdepressed. Wholly above, presiding. Wholly beneath, sustaining. Wholly
within, filling'. Now we cannot understand thaand the moment we do understand it, we have understood
God and He has ceased to be God. This is God's omnipresamdeo put it planly in the words of a little

child who was asked: 'Why is there but one God?', he said: 'Because God fills every place and there's |
room for another one'. Isn't that it in simple terms? There is no room for another God, because God fills th
heavens anthe earth, for the heaven and the earth are within Him.

But secondly, we see His omnipresence in His attributes because He's creation's environment, but also He
equally present everywhere. Now this is very important for us to understand, God iy ¢uaa#nt
everywhere in the whole universe. This God of ours transcends all spatial and geographical limitations. Ye
the paradox is He is present in every single part of the universe with His whole being. Now, | am here, and |
half an hour or so | will & over there but God is here and over there at the same time, in the same capacity,
in all of His being! You don't understand it? Well, that's what makes Him God. Now, yes, the manifestations
of His glory may vary at times, and He may present Himsadifferent ways, in different spots, in different

eras of time I'm not disputing that. But the fact is this: God is omnipresent, and as Jeremiah said [in] 23:24:
'‘Can any hide himself in secret places that | shall not see him? saith the Lord. Dol mataviéin and earth?

saith the Lord'.

He's not simply filling the heaven and the earth with His knowledge, or with His influence, He is filling all of
creation with His very essence, equally, everywhere. That means this: there is not a place in tleethaivers
we can imagine that is deprived of God's presence. Boy, that's a comfort, isn't it? We'll see in a few momen
the great comfort that it is. It was a comfort to the Psalmist in 139 that we have been reading, if you lool
down at it, this is a greatsBIm- as | have already saidbon the nature of God. The 24 verses that you read
here are divided into four stanzas, with six verses in each stanza. The first stanza tells us God is omniscie
He sees everything: 'Lord, thou hast searched me, and kneWiitme second stanza we read from verse 7 to
12 tells us God is omnipresent, He is everywhere: 'Whither shall | go from thy spirit?'. Then the next stanz
tells us God is omnipotent, God is powerful-@dwerful in fact. The last stanza tells us that &Gdmnk
righteous, in other words alighteous, there is no unrighteousness or blemish in Him.

Now, the Psalmist writing: "Whither shall | go from thy spirit? Whither shall | flee from thy presente?"
wasn't that he was running away from God, dgattthat into your head! But what he was saying is: 'If |
tried to run away from God, | couldn't! Because you can't run away from God'. What the Psalmist is saying
now get this, and really try to grapple with thi§od is in heaven, God is on the eaghd God is in hell!

We find that difficult to understand, but this is what the Psalmist is telling us: you can't even take refuge ir
darkness, because there is no difference between darkness and light-ton Guod the darkness is light to

God. If youte going to hide in it, He'll show you up, don't you worry about tliae light of His glorious
presence will expel all darkness! In heaven there is the presence of God's glory, in hell there is the presen
of God's wrath.

The sad thing is that our wd runs from God, and maybe you're here in our meeting now and you're running
from God- well, here's the news for you: you can't run from God. Can't run from Him! You can't even
escape God in hell, for it's God's hell! How different is the God of thie Bibm the gods of this world, the
idolatries that we see from d#ég-day? You see the difference is that unbelievers in our world, and religious
systems, don't know where their god is, do they? They can't tell you where [their] god is, they can take you
show you their god. You can see this illustrated in the Old Testament in 1 Kings 18, the prophets of Bac
called upon their god and there was no reply. You remember they cut themselves, and they shouted for thi
god to come and reveal himselBaal! ‘And Elijah mocked them, saying, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either
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he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be amhked'
they did cry aloud, they did shout, but there was no response.

Now, that'snot like our God praise Him, He's not like that! You don't need to behave the way the Baalites
behaved, you don't need to cry for God's presence in the sense of Him beinGbeérs here! He is beside

us! We should never believe that God is far rerdoweany shape or form, we should never behave in our
lives as if He is not near us in a geographical sense. That is what the apostle was trying to get across to
Greek mind, when he said in Acts 17: 'In him we live, and move, and we have our bé&aghd_goldfish

in the bowl, our existenceour great world that we think it to be, all of creaticexists in God. To sum it all

up, Augustine was right when he said this: 'God is not partly here, or partly there, but He is totally present ¢
every poitt of the universe'. Thomas Brooks, the puritan: '‘God is an infinite circle whose centre is
everywhere, and whose circumference is nowhere'. Though heaven be God's palace, yet it is not His priso
it's amazing, isn't it? God is neither shut in anywhereshoit out of everywhereHe is omnipresent. Ah,

that's a blessing!

But thirdly, His omnipresence is seen in creation, it is seen in His own attributes, and thirdly it is seen in th
Gospel- the gospel of God's grace. Now, you can see it a little Bibiah, the book of Jonah, because you
remember that Jonah was foolish enough to think that he could flee from the presence of God. He asked t
guestion: 'Whither shall | flee from Thy presenceatid he thought: 'Well, I'll get on this boat, and go s&ro

the ocean, and I'll flee from His presence'. He attempted the impossible: to run away fronwfiod
teaches us that you can't run away from God in a location. You can't hide anywhere in God's universe fro
Him! Now, | think that Jonah knew better thahis - | really believe that he believed that God was an
omnipresent God, but I'll tell you what | also believe: that his disobedient sin had warped him so much the
he couldn't judge right from wrong. Isn't that what happens? Sin gets in and letgatsvicait God is like. It
dupes us into thinking that we can escape God, that we can hide from God, and that we can hide our di
hands that we committed the sin with. But Jonah soon found out, in the belly of a whale, that he couldn
escape Godnot eve in that belly.

Thinking men throughout all the agegphilosophers, and theologians, and all sorts of acadeitese
concerned themselves with the great question of what kind of world this is. The materialist believes that it'
simply material, all tht exists, and all that you see, that's all of realityere's nothing beyond that. They
believe that the source of life is within itself, in other words if you can't see the source of life, it doesn't exist
Evolution, the bigbang, and then there iseation- and creation has within it the capacity to bring life, and

to take life away, and it's all found within its own self, there is no spiritual realm, there is no greater power o
One who determines anything. But, you see, the omnipresence of Goetaaithese questions, doesn't it?

It declares and imparts the supreme value of men to God, that God is willing that His presence should dwe
with men! God is present to man, God is near to man, God sees him and knows man through and throug|
and thas the beginning of faith. That's the beginning of realising the origin of the species, that's what it is
faith! Being able to see the evidence of things not seen! It's beginning to realise that God is, and God is hel
When you lay that foundation, yobrow out all the nonsense of Darwinism, and all the spiritual evolution
that some theologians believe in, that God used these things. God is the supreme life, God is above all thin
God is the Creator, God is everywhere, God is, and God is here!

Now, if you lay that foundation, you understand the book of Hebrews which sayghsgs faith, he that
cometh to God must believe that He is. Christ said, John 14 and 1: '‘Believe in God', we could leave it there
the sense of what He's trying to sayou must start at this point: '‘Believe in God, and then believe also in
me'. Believing in God is the foundation of believing in Christ, and Romans tells us now in the gospel, in the
preached word of the logos: 'The word is nigh thegh't that it? The ompresence of God in His gospel.
James Cabbett (sp?) said thend listen, unbeliever, if you're in this meeting, backslidden child of God: 'We
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