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Ephesians 1:1-2

we'll take time this evening, we're going to look at the introduction oflittlis epistle and the

salutation that we find in verses 1 and 2, we're only going to look at these two veesegise it's
important as we look at any book that we lay are historical and contextual foundations of the book. In orde
to interpret any bdoof the Bible properly, it's important that we understand who it's being written to, who's
writing it and what situation it's being written to. So we need to have a backdrop for this book of Ephesian:
to understand all the truths that are held therein.iBwrder to get the context of what we're going to be
looking into the weeks that lie ahead, let's look and read the whole of chapter 1 of the book of Ephesians.
you want to shout 'Hallelujah' in the middle of any of these verses, you feel fresdb Idman't because I'm
reading.

Turn with me in your Bibles to Paul's epistle to the church at Ephesus, the book of Ephesians. An

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful
Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenl
places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should t
holy and without blame before him in loydaving predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, whereir
he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption througbdhithb forgiveness of

sins, according to the riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudenc
having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purpose
in himself: That inthe dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: In whom also we have obtained &
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose ofhnworketh all things after the counsel of

his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Wherefore | also, after | heard of yo
faith in the Lord Jesus, and love umtibthe saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you
in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your undergjameiimy enlightened; that ye

may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power4ward who believe, according to the working of his
mighty power,Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every narr
that is named, not only in this world, but also in tilatch is to come: And hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth a
in all".

We're looking this evening at verses 1 and 2 of this chapter, let'sheadagether again: 'Paul, an apostle
of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesu:
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Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ". Samuel Taylor Coleridg
the hymnwriter, wrote these words about the book of Ephesihassaid: 'lt is the divinest composition of
man'. The most beautiful letter, the most beautiful words that have ever been penned by any human bein
but as we sit this evening and study thesgmificent words, as we read them, we say that they are not
simply the divinest words of a human being, but as we read them they testify very clearly that these are tf
words of Almighty God. Go home this evening and read these wdaisperhaps they'réhe profoundest

that have ever been written by any man. You can see the grandeur, the majesty, the dignity, the richness ¢
fulness, the peculiarity of these words among the whole of the New Testament and the whole of the word «
God- there is power intese words! This, perhaps, is not the longest of Paul's letiatgperhaps it's one of

the profoundest, the most powerful, the most significant of his works and writings, humanly speaking.

Look at the book for a moment. The book naturally splits ino parts, two sections. The first section is
chapter 1 to chapter-31, 2 and 3 deal with doctrinal belief, in other words: what believer's wealth is. What
we believe, our doctrines of our faith that we build our life and build the church-upém 3 5 doctrinal.

Then chapters 4 to 6 are practiealot simply the believer's wealth, but the believer's walk. Because of what
we believe Christ is, what He has done for us, what we have as our foundadierthen should we behave

as Christians: our walkniChrist. Now the two key verses in both of these sections are found at the start of
each of the sectionslook at chapter 1 and verse 3, this is the key verse in the first doctrinal section of the
book of Ephesians: 'Blessed be the God and Father dfaydrJesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ'. And then the second key verse, for the second section, t
practical section, is found in chapter 4 and verséhk very start of the section: 'l therefotiee prisoner of

the Lord', Paul says, 'beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called'. He outline
in chapters 1 to 3, all that you are in Christ, all that we have, all the riches that we have inherited through tt
blood of Chist - and then in chapter 4 he says, 'Now, this is what you've been called into, now practically
speaking you've got to walk worthy of your vocation of your calling'.
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What is the theme of this little letter of Paul's? The theme is simply this: thergngs$ the church of Jesus
Christ. It's a mystery because it never, ever was revealed in the whole of the history of Judaism. This myste
was something that only came to being at Pentecost, in the New Testament when the church of Jesus Ch
was formedYou can see it right throughout every chapter of the book of Ephesians. Look at chapter 1, for ir
chapter 1 and verse 11 we see there, a mystery: 'In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, bel
predestinated according to the purpose of him who work#tthings after the counsel of his own will'.
Chapter 1, we have the mystery of the will of God. If you look at chapter 2, and you read it when you gc
home, there is the mystery of the church of Jesus Ghhistv Jews and Gentiles, all sorts of pagand
barbarians, and the Pharisees even, and the Scribes, no matter what background youtrevirtimat God

has wrought in Christ a reconciliation, and that God has broken down the middle wall of partition and has
made the two, Gentiles and Jews, onéhim Lord Jesus Christ. If you go to chapter 3 and verse 4, you see
there the mystery as Darby translates itthe mystery of Christ, the mystery of His person, the mystery of
His being, the mystery of who and what He is at this moment in time in heawento chapter 4 and you

read about the mystery of the unity of the body of Christ, all across this universe. You go to chapter 5 an
you have some practical rules about how masters should relate to their servants, servants to their maste
husbands to wes, wives to husbands, children to parents, parents to children. But you remember, after Pat
says that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loves the church, he says that this is the Ineystery
speaks of the relationship between the Saviourt@daints, the Bridegroom and the bride, the Lord Jesus
Christ and His church. And then, when you go into chapter 6, you see the mystery of the-Gusgpat
chapter 6 verse 20: 'For which | am an ambassador in bonds: that therein | may speaksbblulhghé to
speak’.

The message of this little book is the present dynamic relationship between the Lord Jesus Christ, rise
exalted, glorified in heaven! The message is His dynamic, real, powerful relationship today with the church
His first love. Its quite similar to the book of Colossians, you see the book of Colossians speaks of the
‘cosmic Christ', the Christ as He is todagot as He was, not as He was upon the cross, not even in the
resurrection, but ascended, risen, exalted as He is now.Bwsians differs in this respect: that it speaks
not specifically of the 'cosmic Christ', but how the church has a ‘cosmic' present role as the body of that san
Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, | want us to do a bit of work this eveninfpecause we've got toititk, we've got to understand the
situation and the circumstances that this leteerd remember, it is a lettethat was addressed to the church

at Ephesus [was written in]. Ephesus was one of the largest Mediterranean cities. It had approximately
guater to half a million of a population, and for those days that was very large. But this city of Ephesus was
richly blessed from hand of God, for this city had been touched with the preaching of Paul the- @maktle

if you look on the back of your shesgur handout, you'll see there the three missionary journeys of the
apostle Paul. But Paul the apostle came across this city of Ephesus in his second missionary journey, en ro
from the land of Greece to the land of Syriou can read about it in Acthapter 18. But as he came across
Ephesus on his second missionary journey he did not stay there long, he only stopped over there for a fe
nights- but as he was hurrying through that city of Ephesus, on to Jerusalem, he found time to debate wit
the Jevish leaders in the local synagogue. The word of God tells us that they were so impressed with whe
Paul was teaching and preaching, that they begged for him to remain with them in E@mesbe said that

he would come back again one day if it was thik e@7iGod for him. Therefore, we read in the book of the
Acts, that on his third missionary journey he made sure, he believed it was the will of God, that he would g
again to the city of Ephesus and there, the word of God tells us, he spent three years.

Now, | want you to understand Paul's strategic way of his missionary journeys. He did not gniltyilly

and decide, 'We'll preach here, we'll preach there, we'll go to this city, to that city', or wherever the path too
him, there he preachedhat was't the way he worked. Now remember that Ephesus was perhaps the largest
city in Asia Minor, and Paul knew that if he could break the [impregnable] walls of that greawdigre
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people travelled through, where businessmen came to, where cultural gaogléo in the arts, and music,

and writing and so forththat he was going to plant, as it were, a gospel ‘atomic bomb' that would spread to
the whole province of Asia Minor. Do you see his thinking? And therefore he comes to Ephesus, the bigge:
city - and we read in the book of Acts that for three months he resumed his confrontation with those Jew
that he had talked with on his second missionary journey. He debated with them over and over, every day f
three months until he had some oppositiand when he had the opposition he removed himself with his
converts and went to a lecturing theatre and hall of Tyrannus. And there, day after day, morning afte
morning for two whole years he debated, he preached, he exhorted these men and women to dmalst the L
Jesus Christ.

What faithfulness Paul had in the Gospel. So much so that there was a riot in the city of Ephesysu

can read about it in chapter 19 of the book of Acts. There was a man called Demetrius, and because |
livelihood was threatenedhe made little idols, replica models of the temple and of Diana of the Ephesians
and because Paul was preaching the Gospel and idolaters were being converted, he was going to go ou
business. Leonard Ravenhill has said that you can't have reviialutva riot. Ten years later Paul decides

to write a letter to the church of Ephesuand if you go to the very end of this book, you'll see in small
writing - it's not inspired but there we have: 'Written from Rome unto the Ephesians by Tychicuk'aPau

he wrote this letter to the Ephesians, was under house arrest in Rome. He was imprisoned; he was await
the outcome of the appeal that he had made to Caesar. But | want you to notice, as you've already read
first chapter- and | hope you've réathe other chapters of this little boeke is imprisoned for the cause of
Christ, but he's not moaning! He's not whingeing, he's not grumbling, he's not giypihgerhaps this letter
shows unbelievable, explosive joy that this prisoner for Chrisirnais Lord and his salvation!

Sure, if you read many of the books of the Bible, some of the greatest of them were written in prison. Anc
well might the Psalmist have said in Psalm 76 verse 10, that God makes the wrath of man to praise Hin
You'll find within the New Testament, that three of the books that we have were written where Paul is at thi
moment- in prison, house arrest, in Rome. The book of Colossians, the book of Philemon, and the book the
we read this eveningthe book of Ephesians. Welgrhave to look down church history, don't we? We go to

the Reformation and we read of men that were imprisoned: Sivonna Roli (sp?) in Italy, Tyndale in England
Anne Askew- why was she imprisoned, a woman? She was imprisoned because she rejectedsthe popi
doctrine of transubstantiation, she declaretad the guts to sayThis is only bread, this is only wine', and

she was thrown into prison. And before she was burned at the stake in Smithfield, do you know what sk
could write in poetic language?

' now rejoice in heart

And hope bids me do so,
That Christ will take my part
And ease me of my woe'.

Madame Guyon, the French saint, as she lay in a cold prisordeejlou know what she could write?

'My cage confines me round,

Abroad | cannot f},

But though my wings are closely bound,
My heart is at liberty.

My prison walls cannot control

The flight, the freedom, of my soul'.

Paul was in prison, but it didn't affect his spirit. Paul was in jail, he couldn't go out, he couldn't preach, he
couldn't witness, he couldn't sing out in the open or with the children of-Getlhe rejoiced in his Lord!
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Are you in prison this evening? What is it? Is it illness? Is it persecution? Is it your family? Is it friends? Is it
your husband or your wife? Rae at work, your boss? And you feel that you're in prison, you feel that
you're sealed in, you can't get out, you're kept! Listen: Paul, the prisoner of Christ, could rajmics® can

you!

We read in the word of God that Paul was allowed some rssitee read that there was a man called
Epaphras he would come in now and again and he would keep Paul posted with what was going on withir
the church of Jesus Christ at large. But Epaphras had come to Paul and disturbed him a little, because he
browght to him news that there were heretics in Colossae teaching that Jesus Christ was not who He wz
That bothered Paul in jail, so he got started and he wrote the letter to the Colossians. And then, while Ps
was in prison, he befriended a slave callece$dmus- he was a renegade fugitive, he had offended and
frauded his master and his owner. But when he came in contact with Paul he was gloriously saved ar
converted, and Paul had the burden of this soul, Onesimus, upon his heart and he decided letterite a

his master who was a believer, Philemon, and send him back to his masigng that he would be
pardoned. The man that stayed with him much of the time in prison, was a man called Tyohiowes the

man who was going to take Onesimus baxlPhilemon with the letter. He was the man that was going to
deliver the letter to Colossae. But he was also a native of the city of Ephesus, and he was going to |
travelling through Ephesus, and Paul couldn't resist writing a letter to the churcheaugpénd he took it

with him.

Now look at verse 1, it says: 'Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are
Ephesus* some manuscripts don't have the words 'at Ephesus’. Now that doesn't really matter, because \
know that this letter was going to Ephesulsut what many believe is this: that this was not simply a letter
for Ephesus, but it was an opended letter that was to be a circular letter that went round all the churches of
Jesus Christ. | want us to notice thtemgs about these first two verses that will give us an introduction to
this great letter | don't know about you, but I'm excited about it! It's full of spiritual dynamite, spiritual meat

- and if you go away starving this evening there's somethinggvrdhe author is the first thing that | want

you to notice: 'Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God'. Now, there's three things | want you t«
notice- | want you to notice the author, secondly | want you to notice his authority and thiedéptirce of

his authority.

Look at the author: Paul. If you were to look at letters that were writtedinary secular letters from friends

and family and relativesin the same age and day that this letter of Paul was written, you would find that
they all began the same. They started with the name of the person that was-whitirgithor and then the
second name or place that you would read would be the addréssqeerson being written taand then the

third thing you would encounter is tlggeeting- the salutation of the person, the author, writing to the
addressee. That follows the same pattern and the same model here as we see. He sajise 'Raihlor
sending the letter. Now | want you to notice that he doesn't say 'Father Pdokshé say 'Apostle Paul', he
doesn't even say 'Elder Paul' or 'Pastor Patk says 'Paul'. Paul was his Roman name, and we find
throughout the epistles that Paul, he was the apostle to the Gentiles and whenever he was speaking as
apostle to the éntiles he used his Gentile name 'Paul’. Remember what he said? He was [a Jew to the] Je
he was a Gentile to the Gentile, he was everything to any man that he might bring them to Christ. That's wh
we need to be, that by all means we would save some.

You know, and you heard last evening, that he was called Saul before his convpretmably because he

was from the tribe of Benjamin, and King Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin, and the mother of Saul
christened her son after the great King. But wherwas converted, his name was changed. He became the
apostle to the Gentiles, and what a work he did, but his name was changed from Saul ¢t Raul know

what Paul means? This staggers me, it means 'small’, small. That lion that ravaged, thal breathe
murderings and cursings and threatenings against the church of Jesus Christ, that Pharisee that w
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instrumental in the murder of Stephen whose face was as an démgielion was brought down to size, made
small by the Lord Jesus Christ. And theeamho arrested Christians, on the road to Damascus was arrested
by the Son of God and converted! It's amazing, God cut him down to size, but it was his smallness the
became the medium for God's bigness. He said, 'When | am weak He is strong...His istreagth perfect

in my weakness'. Do you know that, Christian? Maybe you're going through weakness today, maybe you'
experiencing it, maybe God is bringing you down to size by some rdiaten: His grace is sufficient for

you. Cherish His grace, chehi the work that God is doing in your life and see that He is honing, He is
digging, He is excavating in your life, maybe even in your flesh, a channel by which He will flow the life of
Christ through you.

Paul, just Paul, that's the authdyut what isthe authority of the author? Look at verse one: 'Paul, an apostle
of Jesus Christ'he is an apostle, now that's not a title, it was his role. We find this word 'apostle' throughout
the whole of the New Testament, what it's doing here is simply givirgffamal stamp to the letter that is
being sent to this church and to all the churches. But here, in this verse, it's used in a restrictielsgnse

do | mean by that? Well 'apostle’ simply means in the Greek, literally: 'sent out one', but theamyre m
meanings for 'apostle’. For instance, to be a missionary in the New Testament could be classified as being
apostle, sent out from the church. Indeed, we read within the word of God of one Epaphroditus, who wa
called 'your apostle’, simply becausewas chosen by the church to be their servant. But the word "apostle’
here is not used in that sense, but used in the restricted sense of one who has been chosen directly by C
for God, to be a foundation member of the church.

Turn with me for a momertb Ephesians 4, Ephesians 4 and verse 11, and we have here what God has i
mind when He calls Paul an apostle: 'And [God] gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and son
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saiheswiork of the ministry, for

the edifying of the body of Christ'. Turn to chapter 2 and verse 20, the church is built upon the foundation o
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone. When Paul calls himself
apostle lere, he's using it in the restrictive sense of the twelve disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ and Paul tt
apostle here. Given gifts, given powers, many of them not with us todwny now, not all to lay a
foundation for the church of Jesus Christ. Thhts authority, he was an apostlee had seen the risen Lord
Jesus Christ, which was a requirement to be made an apostle by the hand of the Lord there on the road
Damascus.

His authority- but what is the source of his authority? 'Paul’, versanlapostle of Jesus Christ by the will

of God'- it's amazing to me, that Paul is banged up in prison but he accepted it as the will of God for him. |
would have gone daft! Can't preach, can't read my books, can't run around, can't do what } v@antcemn

this be classed as serving the Lord? Many people that are laid up in a hospital bed, or locked at home, or :
sick, or are ill- they think to themselves, 'How can | serve God? Lord, if you'd just make me well I'd go to
the four corners of the eartarfYou!'. But he saw being banged up in prison as the will of God for him. All
God wants us to do with His will is accept it! | wonder is there someone here this evening and you're
battling, you're striving, you won't accept the will of God for you? Se#, Ra accepted God's wiland |

want you to see that he didn't become an apostle, he didn't bring it upon himself, he didn't choose th.
ministry, he had no aspiration for it, there was no usurpation of another apostle and he took hisydate

you to see this: that there was no democratic nomination of him! But there was a preparation of God, and
choosing and election of God.

This was God's doingand let me say this, Christian: if you're to be strong, if you're to be calm when the
storms of ife come across your path, if you're to be an effective child of-Gaadi must know God's will!

And know that it's God's will and not yours. There are preachers in the pulpit and they cannot preach, the
are missionaries on the mission field and theynoarevangelise, there are men and women as elders,
deacons, ministers, members in works and it is not their igif6 not God's will for them to be there, many a
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time it's their own will! Oh, make sure it's God will. You see when the storms of life sgngeu need to

know it's God's will. And | thank God, that when | was being called into the Lord's work, at the specific
moment in time when | felt the call, someone said to me, 'Now God's speaking to you through the word o
God, take a pen, take a piemepaper and write it down! Write what God is doing, for there is a day coming
when you will despair at everything that is happening in your life, and you will think: 'l wonder was this
God's will at all?". Many a time I've looked back and I've openesktipages, despairing, discouraged, but
I've rejoiced because it's the will of God that courlteat's all that counts!

There's the author, but then secondly there's the reaflardie says in verse 1, 'Paul, an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of ®d, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus'. 'To the
saints', that's the addressee, the person that he is writing this lettBetsaints. Now who are saints? Are
they dead people? Are they dead people who have redlicbedp 10 of their field in Christianity, and
they're the best so some church comes along and sticks an 'St' in front of their name and canoniges them
that what means? Does it mean after you die that the elders will come along and scrutinise,yemuat lif

it's beyond reproach they'll canonise you as a saint? Or as some church teaches, that after two miracles \
can become one? No, that's not what the Bible teaches. Even the dictionary has got-tfevrrygpu look

at chapter 1 and verse Jgiysee saints are mentioned, look at verse 15 of chapter 1, '...unto all the saints...'
verse 18, '...his inheritance in the saints...". Let me say this: saints are alive! Not dead!

Look at chapter 2: "You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespassess: wherein in time past ye
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit tha
now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversation in times past i
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others'we were dead! But saints are alive, they don't perform miradiese you ever
performed a miracle? You haven't, have y@u® saints have miracles performed on thethat's what a

saint is! Not someone who performs miracles, but people who have experientmakitt verse 4, chapter

2: 'But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even wheerevdead in sins,

hath quickened us together with Chrighat's a miracle! Huh, my friend, a saint is simply a believer, a saint

is simply- and this is what it literally meansa setapartone for God, one who has been taken out of the
world spiritudly speaking and placed, as Paul says, in Christ Jesus. As the Lord said in John chapter 1-
You are in the world but not of the world’, that is a saint. It's like the scuba diver: he exists in an alien
environment because he possesses special equipsmdrthat right? And we exist here because we have the
Holy Ghost!

It's the saints in Ephesus that are addressed, look at verse 1. This place of Ephesus, the faithful in Chi
Jesus thereand you see, Ephesus was so blessed because not only hack&elutg there, but Apollos had
preached there after Paul preached there, Timothy preached there, and then at the end of his life John, in
first century, the last living apostle John preached and lived there and used it as a base. But not only was tl
city great geographically speaking, but the word of God clearly teaches us that this was a city great i
iniquity. In fact the Bible calls it the site of total iniquity, the throne of Satan, the seat where he sat in the
whole of Asia. If you had went intMain Street, Ephesus, you would have seen there the great temple, the
site of the great temple of Artemisnd if you had went in through the doors you would have seen there the
great statue of Diana, the goddess of the Ephesians that was reputeddonmaw®wn from God in heaven
down to there. It's one of the seven ancient wonders of the world, and that city was a graatheitlyan
amphitheatre of 25,000 of a capacity. But the word of God matter what history says about this city, or
films portray about it- says that it was Satan's very headquarters in Asia. You know, they had a book callec
‘The Books of Ephesushot the book of Ephesians now, but the books of Epheand they were magical
books through which they did divination and necamey, this was an iniquitous core of the earth. It was a
lucrative place, it had a great trade and selling about it, and they ran around the city selling little silvel
models of the temple and of Dianthat's why Demetrius got so upset when Christ wasghexalted!
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You remember that Paul faced two oppositions. You remember in Acts chapter 19 there were the seven sc
of Sceva in Ephesus. Oh, they were into necromancy, they were into witchcraft and they thioeyglstw

this man Paul doing great mirasl and casting out demonand one of them said, 'l think I'll do it'. You
remember he went to do it and the demon said, from the man: 'Paul Ikndawho are you?'. He faced it

from a devilish world, he faced opposition from the economic, mateicalcstmmercial world the whole

of the commercial city went into a riot because their trade was at stake because of Christ. Do you know wh
A.B. Simpson says? 'A Gospel that goes down to the heart of Wall Street and turns businessowpside
must have ame power in it!". Huh, it has power in it alright. Do you know somethigd | want you to get

this, for | believe this is for someone: you can be a saint in Ephesus, filled with iniquity, and your home is
filled with iniquity, your work is filled withcursing and blasphemyday by day you face it from your
nearest and dearest and your loved ones, but you can be a saint in Ephesus! It's like carbonic acid, it's v
heavy- carbonic acid gas sinks to the bottom of a caaed if you're to survive, if gu're not to let the
contamination and the pollution into your system physically speakittgyou know what you have to do?

You have to stand up straight and hold your head high! If we're to survive in this world, and if you're to
survive in your Ephesugpu've got to look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of your faith. You've got to
hold your head up highnot in pride, but looking to Him and seeking Hirand then you'll survive!

It's to the faithful, 'the saints', verse 1, 'at Ephesus...in Clessis'. Didn't Paul love that? Every time you
read an epistle of Paul, you ring those words: 'in Christ'. He talked about 'in Him', 'in whom we have', 'in the
beloved- and that's all that matters, to be faithful, and that means to exercise faith itoHiave fidelity in

Him, to be for Christ and Christ alor@and to be in Christ, that's all that matters! Then thirdly, and finally:
we have the author, we have the readers and then we have the salutation. This is his greeting, look at vers
‘Grace bdo you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ'. You know that grace, th
word 'grace* 'karos' (sp?) in Greekwas the Greek greeting, it was like 'Hello', the way we would say
'Hello', they would say 'Karos' to one another. I&ing in Hebrew, means peaedhat was the Hebrew
greeting. And Paul here in verse 2 says: 'Grace’, that's the Greek greeting, 'be to you and peace’, that's
Hebrew greeting, 'in Christ Jesuslo you see it? Do you know what that means? Look at eh@pthapter

2 and verse 12: 'That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, an
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Chris
Jesus ye who sometimes wéae off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his fles
the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinancesnfak&in himself of twain one new

man, so making peace'.

How else could you have an-&oman Catholic and | say this- an expagan Protestant standing on a
platform together united in Christ? You'll not get it anywhere else. You'll not get it in Storfearid not

get it in South Africa. You'll only get it in Christ! Grace for the Greek, peace for the ded there's no
distinction in Christ! I wonder do you know the peace of God? That peace that passeth all understianding
you know how you know # Verse 2: 'from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Chtistise
blessings, grace and peacthey come in that order now, you must experience the grace of God in Christ
through faith and salvation before you'll have any peace in your heart.tBoartd work at peace, you've

got to have grace first, but it comes from our Father. And what Paul was saying here, as he links the Fath
with the Son here, is that they are both the same, they are both equal, they are botke@odalc@eequal!

| want to finish with this: 'Grace be to you, to and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesu
Christ'. That's His title you know: 'the Lord Jesus Chrisie's the Lord, He ought to be your Lord, that
means master, that means you're not your gwn,belong to Him you can't do what you want, you can't

say what you want, or think what you want, you've got to do what He says because you're redeemed by blo
- you're not your own! He's the Lord, Jesus, He's the Saviour. He shall save His peopheirens, and if
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you don't know Him by faith, He can save you now! Christ, He's chosen of God. He is God's Man, God'
Prophet, Priest and Kingglory to His name!

She was put down in history as the greatest miser in the whole of America. | donwketver the greatest
miser in all of Ulster is here, but she was the greatest miser in all of America. And when she died, she left
estate of 100 million dollarsand when she died it was found out that she ate cold oatmeal for her breakfast,
her lunchand her dinner because she didn't want to spend the electricity bill on heating it up. It was said the
her son suffered an amputation because she delayed in looking for a clinic to treat him freely, and because
that he lost his leg. She was wealthgt ghe chose life of a pauper. In these next few weeks we're going to
look at the riches and the wealth that we have in Christ, and | want to ask you this as we look into it in th:
future: Christian, are you living in His richeg's all there- or are yu living as a pauper?

Our Father, we thank Thee for all the riches that we have in the SawaodrLord, we've inherited it all.
Nothing of ourselves, but through His death it has become ours. Lord, we must claim it by datthwe're

going to seenany things in these weeks that lie ahead, of what we have and what can be ours. Lord, help
not to be like children that look into the toyshop window, and we despair that we can't afford what we want
Help us to realise that it's been bought and allneeed to, by obedience and faithfulness and fidelity in
Christ, is to claim it in His name. Lord, help us to be what You want us to be. Lord, do Thy deeper work in
us, we pray, and bless us now as we part from one another, and may that grace and thiapsafoeind
through the Lord Jesus Christ and His Father, go with us now. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The WordOctober 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians 1:3 -6
Praise The Lor d For Blessings (verse 3)
Praise The Lord For Election (verse 4)
Praise The Lord For Predestination (verse 5)
Praise The Lord For Christ (verse 6)

PwODNE

verses of his little book so far and I'll confess to you before we begin that | intended studying
verses 3 through to 14, because if you have a Bible that splits the passages up into sections wi
themes you will see that verses 3 to 14, is a theme, it's a setitself. But | couldn't do that, and then |
tried verses 3 to 6 and | intended up to today to doing that, but | couldn't do that either. We're only looking &
verse 3 and 4 this evening, there is so much in this little book, so much in these versekintha would
be wrong of me to pass by the riches that we have in our Lord Jesus Christ.

N ow let's come to the word of God and turn with me to the book of Ephesians, we've studied twc

So let's look at chapter 1 of the book of Ephesians and we'll take time reading the whole of this sectio
together, beginning at verse 3: "Blessed be God thaé @&d Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in hil
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in leireg Ha
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure
his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the wellbeloved. |
whom we have redemption through bisod, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the myste
of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himselinTthatdispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which ai
on earth; even in him: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to t
purpose of m who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospe
of your salvation: in whom also after thatlyelieved, ye were sealed with the holy Spirit of promise, Which

is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of |

glory".

Let's read those two verses again that we are going to study this evenssg, 3 and 4: "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy an
without blame before him in love".

We said at the first week of our study in the book of Ephesians that chapter 1 is split up into two sections,

you just look at it for a moment. You see in verses 3 to 14, the passage that we read together this evenir
praise of spiritual possessions that we have in Christ. In other words Paul is writing here, and he is writin
and there is an outflowing, an overflowing of praise to God for the possessions that we all possess in Christ
we're in Him by faith. And theim weeks to come we'll see, verses 15 to 23, look down at it, there's not

praise for spiritual possession but there is prayer for spiritual perceptioroverflowing of prayer. From
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Paul's spirit of an outpouring of praise, he falls on his knees befmea he asks God that in the light of

all that he has in Christ that he would come into the realisation, the reality, of the riches of God's grace i
Christ. Now, as in previous Pauline letters in the New Testament, we saw a few weeks ago in ver&es 1 anc
that this letter starts in the same way as any letter in these days was written. It begins by the writer's namn
then it says who he is writing to, then he gives a salutation in verse 2: 'Grace be to you and peace from G
our Father'. And then in thane of the style of writing of those days of a letter, Paul continues and he writes,
in verse 3, a blessing, a wish that he has for all the readers.

Now in those days, if it was an ordinary letter, the writer perhaps would wish for good health, for feealth
whole weltbeing for the person receiving the letter. But we see in verse 3 that Paul is not writing about
physical health, Paul is not writing about financial riches, but Paul is writing about the spiritual blessings tha
we all have in heavenly pas in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Like all of Paul's letters the first section is doctrinal, and then the second section is practical and we're goir
to focus in this evening on the beginning of the section verse 3 to 14, where Paul is homing in on tige doctri
of what Christ has done, what God has done for His world through the Lord Jesus Christ. Verse 3 to 14 is
blessing. Verse 15 to 16 is a thanksgiving. Verse 17 to 20 is an intercessory prayer. But this section th
we're going to look at this eveningerge 3 through to 14, it contains one of the most glorious and most
symmetrical doxologies to be found in the Holy Scriptures.

If you have a Bible that breaks the passage up into paragrapds would advise you to get one of those at
least- you'll see that this section, verse 3 to 14, is split up into three poetical stanzas. Each concludes by
repetition of the phrase that we find in verse 6: 'To the praise of the glory of His grace'. Then look at vers
12: 'That we should be to the praise of thenglof His grace'. Verse 14: 'Which is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory'. And each of the
sections emphasises a different reason that we, as the children of God in Christpsiselldur God. Each

of these sections emphasises a different Person of the blessed holy-Tratiter, Son and Holy Spirit. In

its scope it covers the entire sweep of redemption from the beginning, before time in the election of God, t
the total consmmation of redemption in the receiving of our inheritance, when the world is burnt up and a
new world comes to pass.

Now, | want you to note that while most English translations don't show this, this section from verse 3 right
through to verse 14 is amusually long sentence. In the Greek New Testament there is no punctuation of a
full stop, from verse 3 right through to 14 there is this glorious sentence full of rhythm, recurring phrases
exalted theology making this doxology one of the greatest ofilRawritings and indeed in the word of God,
totally. It is a hymn of exalted praise and majesty to God, the God of our salvation. Now | want you to notice
this, that Paul's worship in verses 3 to 14 is theocentric. What does that mean? Theo' meaestGdd, '
means central and all of his worship, his praise and his adoration had God in focus, he was looking unto
Jesus the Author and Finisher of his faith. He wasn't taken up with his problems, he wasn't taken up with h
circumstances and rememberhat, as Paul is writing here, he's in prison in Rerbet he is so taken up

with God - and that is worship! that he forgets about himself. He concentrates on Him and he worships
Him. Oh, that we would get therea change of perspective. You see wetheeprimary movers in our world,
everything centres around us and moves around us, and we think the world rotates arduridals that

we would get our eyes off ourselves and get them fastened on Christ! | hope that as we study this book tf
we'll go out with such a Damascus road vision of the Saviour that we will sing as we go in worship and
praise and adoration to His name.

Genesis, the first book in the Bible, is a book of beginnings. Matthew is the book of the Kingdom. Galatian:
is the book of feedom. But Ephesians is the book of the Christian's riches in Christ Jesus. | want you to se
this, that lovely figure of a man, bruised and beaten, hanging upon a Roman gibbet, expiring on the tree,
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agony, in sweat and blood, the Gaén dying for sins and when He bows His head and gives up the ghost,
He leaves a will for you and for me. | believe the book of Ephesians is that written will of the dying Son of
God. All the riches, the blessings, the treasures that we have in Him!

Let's look at themhis evening. Verse 3 is the first thing that we're going to look at. I've entitled my message,
'Praise the Lord* and we're going to praise the Lord for the blessings that we find in verse 3. Let's read it
slowly together, and look at every word as yeueading it: 'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ'. Verse 3, it's tl
phrase, it's the part of this passage that the rest of the chapter revolves arowwuheSoas said that in its
structure, its poetical structure, it is a state of controlled ecstasy. Can you not see it? Can you not see Paul
his knees, with the chains around his arms and his feet, crying to God? 'Blessed be God for the blessings t
He has given to me in Christ Jesus our Lord, praise Him!'

Notice it says: 'Blessed be God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ'. Now this blessing, 'Blessed be Gc
in Old Testament days was used exclusively of God the Father. You might find it indtAfes&ment, and

the Jews even today use it: 'Blessed be God, blessed be God'. It's a typical introduction to a Jewish ascript
of praise to God Almighty. But here look at it: 'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
Distinctively Paul,as he gives this blessing, makes it a Christian blessing. The God who blesses the Jews |
the past is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you were to look at a Hebrew version of the boc
of Ephesians you would find that it's written in the farfra Jewish blessing, this passage that we're looking
at, a Jewish beracah. And here Paul is taking the form of a song and a prayer of praise that the Jews use:
'blessed God' and he uses it to 'blessed God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ'oAmb ifnyo the book

of Deuteronomy you will find that the beracah, the Jewish blessing, 'blessed be God', is used usually ar
primarily for material blessings and possessions. It was used for material blessings such as long life
abundant crops, protectidrom enemies. But Paul here, in his overflow and outflow of praise, exclusively
praises God for all spiritual blessings in Chrigblessings that were achieved by the death and by the
resurrection of our glorious Lord. Now | want you to see this: Goslsbk us with all spiritual blessings!

And because God blessed Paul with everything that he talks about in this chapter in the book, he turr
around and responds to bless God!

There is a deficiency of praise in our world today, in our church. You don'tiedhallelujahs' as much,

you don't hear the 'praise the Lords' and the 'Amens'. But, oh, if we are receiving from God blessings fror
heaven itself, should we not praise Him? Should we not bless Him? '‘Blessed be God and the Father of o
Lord Jesus Chst', now see the next bit, 'Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places'
He has blessed us with blessings. John Paul Geddy (sp?) is one of the richest men in the world. Do you kni
how much he's worth? 1.3 billion. The weekly ime®of some of the oil sheiks runs into the millions week
after week. Yet all those are pennies compared to the riches that Paul exhorts us to praise God for that"
have in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Harry Ironside was asked on one occasion, 'Have you geettumd blessing?’', and he answered saying this:
'My friend, I'm into the tens and the hundreds of thousands of blessings'. Because we are in Christ, and @
God when He sees Christ He doesn't give us little, He doesn't give us a bit now and a ki, but He

gives everything, because He gives us Christ. Now it's one thing to have the blessings and it's another thir
an entirely different thing, to make those blessings yours. Think of it, the robe of righteousness, that whe
God looks at you and once you were full of sin, covered from head to toe with sores putrefying, oozing,
before the face of a holy God because of your iniquity and your transgressianwhen He looks on you in
Christ, you're as pure as the driven white snow. Praise beddds the robe of righteousness in our Lord
Jesus Christ. Praise be to God for our heavenly citizenship that we have. Praise be to God that we don't ne
to get entangled with all the nonsense in Ulster and the world, because we're of another country! Ot
citizenship is in heaven, in glory. Think of it, we have a place, we have a purpose and we ought to have

14



EPHESIANS Pastor David Legge
practice, within the body of the living Christ, the church. What a blessing to be heirs with all the riches thai
are in Christ Jesus our Lord, yainse of us- me included- live like paupers when we should be like
millionaires.

Look at the verse again. What kind of blessings are these? 'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in h&aygaces', or better translated, 'heavenly
realms'. Do you know where your proper home is? If you're in Christ your proper home is heaven. Hard t
think of it sometimes, isn't it? But you will never be at home until you are in heaven, for whereversChrist
wherever God is, that is your home. It might seem strange because we've never beémda you know

what God has done? One of His greatest spiritual blessings in Christ is: He has come in, and He hi
implanted within the depths of our being, a neature- a new person in Christ Jesus that can never ever be
at home in this awful world. Isn't that why, when you walk along life's path, and when you look at the
television, and when you read the newspaper and you see things that turn your stomaate'adiké¢ha tug

at the string of your heart heavenward, because there is someone in you, a nature that you have, that
never be at home here.

If you look at the book of Ephesians, you see that this subject of the heavenly realms is intrinsic tde¢he wh
of the message, you see it in verse 3. Look at verse 20 of chapter 1, talking of the blessings and the power
His greatness towards us: 'Which he wrought', verse 20, 'in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and !
him at his own right hand irhé heavenly places'. What blessings do we have in Christ in heavenly places?
The blessing of a resurrected, eternal life with Chrsstre we could spend all night on that! In chapter 2 and
verse 6 you see another one: 'And [he] hath raised us up tqgmtldemade us to sit together in heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus'that we have actually a citizenship and by our spirits we can rise heavenward,
though we don't do it in body, we can be there in fellowship with Christ. Look at chapter 3 and verse 10: "T¢
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church th
manifold wisdom of God', we have victory over the demons and the devil because we are in heavenly plac
with Christ. Chapter 6 and verse 12: 'Fag wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high’,
heavenly, 'places'. Our battle, our war, our struggle is in the heavenliesaiset@od we have Christ on our
side!

Do you remember the Lord in the upper room? In John chapter 14, and He looked into the disciples that
loved and what did He say? 'l go to prepare a place for you'. I've heard it said: 'That place is being prepar
now for us. If God took six days to create the world what's that place going to be like when He's taken 200
years to prepare heaven for us?'. But, my friend, that's not the case, you see the Lord said to those disciple:
go to prepare a place for yoahd that place is not being prepared, but that place today is-rbadguse the

Lord Jesus was saying: 'l go the way of death and resurrection to prepare a place for you'. And now He h
died, and now He has risen again and that place is preparedvas will be, because our place is where
Christ is.

Do you remember when God created the world? The Lord Jesus Christ, who was His instrument and indes
the Person who created all that we see around us, in His creation Christ fitted His creatures for th
environment that they were to inhabit. He gave the birds of the air feathers and wings so that they could fl
He gave the fish of the sea scales and gills so that they could breathe. BUE@websians saysGod is

doing and has done a new thing, foe k6 able by His grace to take the filthy, vile sinner out of his
environment and change him miraculously inside to take him to a new environment! How we are blessec
And we are called by Paul, and | call each of ydithope by the Spirit of Godto this evening rise and

every day from now on, rise by our spirits to our heavenly citizenships and draw upon the resources there f
you and | to conquer day by day.
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Have you ever heard it said after a great prayer meeting, maybe the man that's closingjrigeniligaray

and say, 'Lord, we thank You that we were in heavenly places this evening and we felt that we were there
That man knows little about it. You see we consider ourselves in heavenly places when we feel that we're
heavenly places. But, &nds this evening, it's got nothing to do with feeling. Paul says, 'We are, God hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings'. It's not a question of feeling, it's a question of fact. You might say
'David | don't feel like I'm in heavenly places, | feigkel I'm in hell!". It doesn't matter what you feel, what
matters is this: that if God the Father has given His only begotten Son at the cross at Calvary for you to sa
you, how much more shall He not freely give us all things! And one of the things eéhgivés you is this:
everything! There is not a thing that He will or He can withhold from you.

Now | want you to see that the apostles as they wrote the New Testament, they were men and they were
inspired by God. But | wonder whether Paul in thil, as groping in his vocabulary and language for a
phrase that would describe what it was to have such a rich relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. We wou
have come up with all the theological phrases of the day, maybe we couldn't have comeanythitty,

maybe wrote a book on it. Look what he calls it: '‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chris
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ'. Doesn't that epitomize it all? |
sums it all up. That we aahave nothing, nothing in this Christian life without Christ. God has blessed us by
giving us and by putting us in Christ. There's no stronger identification than to say that we are in Christ
Because it means that Christ is our environment. Like Pabfickd could say, 'Christ before me, Christ
behind me, Christ beside me, Christ above me, Christ beneath me, Christ in me, Christ outside me'. You s
it's more than the indwelling Christ. It's more than the Christ the size of an inch that fits in yburlueat

means that your whole being, your whole existence, your whole environment is Christ.

If you're sure you're in Christ this evening, can | ask you are you living as Christ is your environment? Dc
the things that you do fit in with Christ arougdu? With Christ above you? With Christ behind you and
before you, seeing all that yewand bringing, as Paul says in Corinthians, Christ into what you are doing?
But let us not look at that. Let us look at the security and the controlled ecstasy afigstioatibecause | am
saved, | am anchored in Christ. Praise the Lord! Let's hear it. Praise the Lord for His blessings!

Well here's a strange one: praise the Lord for election. | don't know what all the smiling's about, but verse -
look at it: 'Accordig as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before him in love'. This, believe it or not, is one of the spiritual blessings that we have i
Christ. But when you read that, perhaps as a Chrisyiau wince at the word 'electionbecause in our
language, election conjures up some ideas in our mind. It suggests merit to us, it suggests value, it may
even suggests voteghat the person that achieves more will be the person that will bedeldcseiggests
accomplishment. Well, in the Greek language and within the context of the Old and the New Testament, thi
word ‘chose’ in the Greek language is indbeisttense. That means this: it means that what God is talking
about here, how He hatlhasen us in Christ, that it is a once for all action, never to be repealed. It has before
it in the New Testament in Greek, a prefix, preposition the word 'ek’ (sp?), it means 'out of'. So if you put the
two together you have this sense, 'chosen oncdlfoutaof' - and it is in the middle voice in Greek, which

has the sense of choosing for ones self. Put it all together and you get this: chosen out of the world, chos
once for all, chosen to be God's own as a peculiar treasure.

Now we're going to spendl little bit of time understanding this doctrine. What does it mean to be chosen?
I've already said that I've tried to deal with too many verses this evening, so what | did was, | took out of thi
twelve or so verseseleven- | took two verses, and we'r@ow looking at one verse out of the passage, and
that is the literal meaning, that one has been taken out of the -nchogen. Now don't think of this word
negatively, because Paul in the language and in the context, literally speaking, of this epesakisg
positively, because he says: 'we are chosen in Him'. He is speaking positionally. We are rooted and ground
in Christ. He speaks chronologically of this choosing: that this choosing was before the foundation of the
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world. And he also speaks ofetlpurpose of this choosing: that we that are chosen should be holy and
without blame in the sight of God.

Now, | want you to praise the Lord for election. And therefore | want you to see this: that the person perhap
you are sitting beside, or the perdgbat has gone on to glory before you, you're life's companion, that is a
person that you have chosen to be with you, to go with you all the way of this life. But thinkvofnitler of
wonders, God has chosen us! He has chosen us to have the atmosjiheretioé atmosphere of kindness,
compassion, the atmosphere of His love. And whatever youashal you may go away this evening not
agreeing with what I'm going to teach on thibut whatever you do, go away rejoicing in this fact: that
somehow, no mait what way you want to put it, God has chosen you...and you are special to God. You are
valued to God, you mean something to God!

But we must deal with the problems that this doctrine portrays for us. If you were toaidnwe haven't

time to look athese versesbut if you were to turn to 1 Thessalonians 2 verse 13, you would find this: that
the Bible teaches that God chooses men for salvation. That is in the word of God, 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
also teaches that we are elect according to theroveledge of God, 1 Peter 1 verse 2. It then goes on to
teach that those who fear and believe the Gospel can know for sure that they are the elect of God in t
Christ of God, 1 Thessalonians 1 verse 4 to 7. You can't refute it. You can't get arousdheng, it may

be uncomfortable for our puny minds to think about it, but it's there. But let me say this, the Bible never anc
nowhere teaches that God chose men to be lost. God never condemns men that deserve to be saved. Did
get that? God never cdamns men who deserve to be saved, because there are none.

If I had half a dozen eggs and | got one of the brethren to go up to the choir box there, and he opened a &
of eggs and | came belownow many of you might love to do thidut, | came belowand he threw all the

half dozen eggs over the choir box and | caught two. What way would you describe what has happenec
Would you say David Legge broke four eggs? Did he? David Legge saved two. And in the same way we ce
never say that God chooses to aama men, because we are all condemned! We'll all done under sin, lost,
all on our way to hell, but God saves some in His mercy.

Now we have to understand this. Let's turn to Romans chaptéodks like I'm not even going to get
through these two versesRomans chapter 9 and verse 22: 'What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to
make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction'
speaking of lost Israel'and that he might make known the riches of hesygon the vessels of mercy, which

he had afore prepared unto glory', notice the difference verse 22, verse 23. He says that the vessels preps
unto glory were prepared afore time. He doesn't say that of those fitted for destruction. He may choose tho
that are saved, God prepares them for glory, that is true. But if they're damned, they fitted themselves for it.

Can | say this? Do you see election as a blessing? Now be honest. Because Paul saw it as a blessing, tt
why he was coming in praise withthis book, he saw it so much. Someone has said that election is one of
the most hated doctrines and words of the whole Bible. But the hymnwriters could praise about electior
listen to some of them:

'Tis not that | did choose Thee, Interposed His precious blood'.
For Lord that cou not be.

This heart would still refuse Thee,

But Thou hast chosen me'.

‘Jesus sought me, when a stranger
Wandering far from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger
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What is the doctrine of election? Two little lsowere talking in the playground and one came up to the other
and said, 'Have you found Jesus yet?'. And the reply from the other boy was this, 'l didn't know He was los
But | was and Jesus found me'.

Isn't that what it is? Like He said to the discipl&® have not chosen Me, but | have chosen you'. If it wasn't
for God we'd still be in our sins. He was the first mover in all of redemption. Spurgeon said, '‘God certainly
must have chosen me before | came into this world or He never would have doewevirals'. Bunyan said

this- boy, he rejoiced in it! 'Oh, the Lamb of God! He had a whole Heaven to Himself, myriads of angels to
do His bidding, but those could not satisfy Him, He must have sinners to share it with Him'.

You say, | don't understandishdoctrine, well neither do I. But do you know what God says to you and to
me? He says, 'My thoughts are not your thoughts. And your ways, Christiamatter how intelligent you

are- are not My ways'. Someone has said that the truth of electwbatwe're looking at this evenings a

family secret within the church of Jesus Christ. It's not something that you present to the world. The Lort
said, 'Don't cast your pearls before swine', you're not to proclaim it as part of the Gospel in that séfsse. Bu
something that God whispers into the ears of His beloved: "You were Mine before the world was'.

Let me illustrate it for you. It may seem like a contradiction, it may seem that it doesn't make sense at al
But | want you to see this, in all thaewstudy in election throughout this book, throughout the word of God,

| want to say this categorically: the same Bible that teaches the sovereign election of God of His saints, is tt
Bible that teaches human responsibility. No one can asd | know sora people that do use the doctrine of
election as an excuse that they're not saved. No church or Christian can use the doctrine of election for r
preaching the Gospel of God's grace, because God makes a bona fide offer of salvation to all me
everywheregvery man can be saved by repenting from his sins and believing the Gasgddf he is lost,

he is lost because he chooses to be so. Now | believe the both of them and you might say hdwamaih |
know how I can, but | believe them. If you think o moment of a broad road and it leads to destruction and
they're all going down it on their way to hell and there's one man Evangelist, he's standing with his hanc
clasped. He is shouting, 'Repent!'. He shouts, 'Whosoever will may be saved, whoslbéastenimi drink of

the water of life freely. Whosoever will let him come'. But they all go headlong into hell and they are
responsible and most of them don't come, and he shouts "Ye will not come that ye might have life'. But the
there's one or two antiey turn and they walk through that door that says: 'If any man', whosoever will may
come through that door. But you see them going in and then when they go in through that door and they st
the door behind them, they find written inside the door: '‘Chdssfore the foundation of the world'. You see

he couldn't see it until he got inside.

D.L. Moody used to say in his own quaint way: 'The whosoever will are the elect and the whosoever won't
are the norelect’. And if you trust Christ you can know, yaandknow that you're chosen of God. Never use

it as an excuse not to be saved. But as we sit here as Christians, looking at the riches that we have in Chris
implore to you, | plead to you, that you believe the both. Warren Wiersbe was given goodbsdkise
professor when he said this: "Try and explain election and you'll lose your mind. Try to explain it away anc
you'll lose your soul'.

| want us quickly- and we're going to take time to do thi&cts chapter 27 is a great illustration of how we
mug believe that God chooses men for salvatiblow we know we cannot tell, we cannot work it out. Yet

on the same, on the other hand, the other side of the coin, we have responsibility for trusting Christ. W
haven't time to give the context and the backgd of the story here, but you'll know in Acts 27 Paul is
sailing to Rome. He's about to be put in prison, the same prison that we're talking about in the book
Ephesians. But as he goes there's a great storm erupts in the sea and in verse 22 sy¢hs¢dtul was

given a word from the Lord and he turned to the men in the boat and he said: 'Now | exhort you to be c
good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For there stood by me tt
night the angel of Godyhose | am, and whom | serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before
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Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee'. Now that was God's sovereign divinit
speaking, that these men all in this boat would be saved and thetleing that anything could do about it.

The wind and the waves couldn't stop it. Paul's hand or their hands couldn't stop it. | understand that, dol
you?

Now let's confuse ourselves a biterse 31. What happened was simply this: some of the mie inoat,

some of the crew decided that they would have to save their lives and they got a little lifeboat, if you like, tc
escape with their lives and with their possessions. But Paul said to them in verse 31, Paul said to tl
centurion and to the sold&r'Except these abide in the ship ye cannot be saved'. Now, work that one out!
God said, 'There's not one of them going to be lost', and that's what God said to Christ, and that's what Chr
said to God. 'All that the Father giveth Me will come to Me@wNhat's God's part. But then Paul turned to
them and he said 'If you get out of this boat, like Christ is the vessel, if you ignore the way, you're
responsible, God'll not save you'. Just like John 6, 'All that the Father giveth Me, will come to Méenand
that cometh unto Me | will in no wise cast out'.

Oh, it's hard to explain, because you can't explain it. Well let me ask you, do you believe the Trinity? Dc
you? The mystery of the Trinity's on our side, isn't it? It's not on God's side. He undeist&ulbelieve
election! Believe it, it's in the word of God. Believe it and rejoice in it and realize that, although you don't
understand it, it's a fact. And we need balance in this issumv do you get balance? You're in the
playground and there'sseesaw, or in physics you call it a fulcrum, there's a wee triangle in the middle and
then there's the plank along-ithow do you get balance? The wee child maybe you say, now you get
balanced and she'll go up to the middle, the middle and sit on tihye ohiddle, is that balance? No, you
need one on either side of the same weight. And balance, in the relation to God's sovereignty and mat
responsibility, is not meeting somewhere in the middle and denying both, it's believing both extremes an
rejoicingin them. Like Spurgeon said, it's like a train track and the two lines run beside one another, God"
sovereignty and man's responsibility. They run parallel, but they never ever meet, they never come togethe
you can't make sense out of them, but youwrss#h of them for the train to rurand you need both of them

for the Gospel to work.

Look quickly, that this election, it's in Him. And you're chosen, my friend, because God sees you in Christ
Because He has placed you in Christ. It's all of Him aewhbse He is accepted, we are accepted and this is
the mighty thing that | want to bring to your attention this evening: that we are chosen, elected to be holy an
blameless in His sight. There might have been a time when somebody came up to you anolusedsh be

holy in God's sight', and you would've said: ‘Come on! That's a quare laugh, me holy in God's sight?' Yes.
The word used for 'blameless’ in the Greek here is the word that was used of the Old Testament lam
without blemish and without spot!dtthe word used of Christ, the Lamb of God in the book of Peter, that He
was a lamb without blemish and without spot. It's the word used in Ephesians chapter 5:27 where it describ
the church being handed to Christ in the end of times, being handedittbmish and without spot. And

one day we will be without blemish and without spot. But here's the thing that Paul is bringing to us now:
that we can be without blemish in the sight of men and women today. That's what he said in Philippians 2:1!
‘That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked ar
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world'.

Now here's the catch: if you claim to be elected of God, are you beginning to live a holy lanteke4s

life? You can't have both, this talk about, 'Well, | can do what | like because God's elected me and saved n
and | can live like a reprobate now', that's not in the word of God. Because you find in 2 Peter chapter 1 ar
verse 10 these words: 'Makour calling and election sure'. Make sure that you're saved, by the works that
you do.
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When young Victoria, when she was a child she was shielded from the fact that one day she would be tf
next monarch. And when she was let discover the fact forlhbysker teachers and her parents, this is what
she said: 'Then | must be good'. Her life from then on would be controlled by her position and by who sh
was. Brethren and sisters, you are children of the King, you're joint heirs with Christ. And avgim yoa
haven't entered into the heavenly throne roequst like the queen of England: even when she's absent from
her throne, she's still the queen of Englarahd you are still blessed in heavenly places, even though you
haven't got there yet!

Can younot say, 'Praise the Lord for election'. What love, what love. We often say it's a love that has no enc
but you know it is a love that had no beginning because it was before the world began. An everlasting lov
and, as the word of God says, as high ash#mavens are above the eardimd the astronomer is still trying to
probe the limits of space, you can't make a scale model of the univessene knows the distance of the
farthest star and you can never use up the love of God.

'‘Could we with ink he ocean fill

And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill

And every man a scribe by trade,

To write the love of God above

Would drain the ocean dry.

Nor could the scrolls contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky'.

Transcribed byludith WatkinsPreach The WordOctober 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians 1:3 -6
Praise The Lord For Blessings (verse 3)
Praise The Lord For Election (verse 4)
Praise The Lord For P redestination (verse 5)
Praise The Lord For Christ (verse 6)

PwODNE

another two versesbut filled and packed with gospel truth that we can't ignore,ianuld be

criminal to skip over it just to get a passage finished. So let's read these verses together, and let's ts
note- this is important that you take note of every single word that you find written here. Verse 1: "Paul, an
apostle of Jesus Chtiby the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ
Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the (
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed bhsaWispiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy an
without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jestuto Ch
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hatl
made us accepted in the wb#loved".

Ephesians chapter 1, Ephesians chapter 1, and true to form we're not getting too far this- @evéying

We've looked at verses 1 right through to verse 4, and we're going to look this evening & aexbés If

you have your handout with you from last week (maybe you don't, but maybe you got another one on th
way in) you'll see that we only dealt with two of the points on that handout, and we're going to deal with the
last two- verses 5 and 6. Noviet's read these verses again to get into our minds what we're going to be
studying: "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to th
good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his gracerenh&e hath made us accepted in the
well-beloved”.

One of the first revelations that we get of God is as the seeker. If you turn to the book of Genesis thi
evening, and chapter 3 and verseghd we were thinking about the fall of man where the imég&od in

the creature was defiledand right there when Adam sinned, and when Eve sinned, God knew what had
happened. You remember there we see the first picture, as it were, of the saving God who is the seeker G
We read in Genesis chapter 3 and vérdieese words: ‘Adam! Where art thouMy child Adam, where are

you? Where are you hiding? Where have you gone to? What have you done Adam?'. In commenting upc
the question to his Bible class a teacher once said: 'You can never be a preacherytoysad this verse

as though God was a policeman. Read it as though God were a broken hearted father looking for a lost chil
Isn't that what it is? The heart broken of the Heavenly Father as He looks down upon His creature, upon tt
one He lavished smuch love upon. He gave him charge over all the universe to name the animaks

given charge over and rule over all of creatidout he lost it! And in his pride, and in the lust of the eye, the
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, he fell areldid what God told him not to ddout, oh, how it broke

the heart of God! F.B. Meyer says this, speaking of God's heart: ‘God's heart is as true and tender as
heart of the sweetest, gentlest woman that ever pressed her child to her bosom. Kayloat in all
women's hearts together compared to the love of His heart is as a glowworm's torch compared to the sun
noontime'.
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Oh, the love of God! A preacher remarked once about when Mary and Martha sent Jesus their messa
concerning their dyingrother Lazarus, and you remember that messaigeasn't: ‘Lord, he loveth thee’,

but the message was: 'Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick'. It's not our imperfect love that keeps us close
Christ. It's not our terrible failing, faltering love that makies difference where salvation is concerned, but

it is His perfect the love of God. Oh, I'm sure you can think of many verses this evening in the word of God
from Genesis to Revelation that descrileaybe chapters, maybe whole boekisat typify thelove of God.

John 3:16: 'For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten &bt a verse! What about
Romans chapter 5 and verse 8? 'God commendeth His ldgalemonstrates, He shows, displays His love

'Iin that while we were yet sinnerdst died for us'. The hymnwriters knew what the love of God in Christ
was.

"There is no love like the love of Jesus,
Never to fade or fall,

'Til into the fold of the peace of God
He has gathered us all'.

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus,
Vast, unmeased, boundless, free.
Rolling like a mighty ocean

In its fullness over me.

Underneath me, all around me,

Is the current of Thy love.

Leading forward, leading homeward
To my glorious rest above'.

Christian friend, do you know the full extent of the loveGafd for you? Because Paul, as he wrote this book
and as he traces the whole plan and map of salvation from election in salvation, to predestination, t
adoption, to glorification in the futurethe consummation of all things, the whole plan of salvatiand
because of the wonder of it all he falls and he sings this song of praise to God! That's what this is! He does
get taken up with the details and the intricacies of the theological issues, but he gets taken up with what
great God he has!

Therefae we see first of all: 'Praise the Lord for predestination!'. | want you to seeltlois at verse 5

now, we have to read verse 4 to understand verse 5: "According as he hath chosen us in him before t
foundation of the world, that we should be hahd without blame before him in love: Having predestinated

us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will".

Now | want you to notice this: many translations take the last two words of verse ddntkste 5 with

them, and | believe that's the way it should be. So that verse 5 reads this: 'In love having predestinated
unto the adoption of children’. What that does, and what Paul is doing in the Greek is this: he is emphasisir
the loving natureof predestination. James Montgomery Boice puts it like this: 'Any interpretation of this
mysterious doctrine that detracts from the love of God is rightly suspect'. Predestination is rooted an
grounded and planted and fertilized, originated in the lov@ad. It's all of love my friend. Don't have a

cold religion whatever you do! Don't have a cold, dead theology! | don't care what spectrum it is or wha
camp it is- whatever you do remember it's all of love, all! God is simply saying that in-llbsten 'l must

get these childrenthese human beingsout of the mire. | must pull them out', and | say this reverently, He
says: 'I must pull my holy sleeve up and delve into the depths of the miry clay and lift them out. | must ge
them there. | must hawbese children come before me and they must have everything!. What love! Is that
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not why Paul exclaims that, 'He has blessed theéhtse childrer 'with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ'.

Now, | want you to see this: that the waaf the created universe never knew of these divine counsels of
God before the world began. These are the deep, divine thoughts of grace and love tewardams me

but no one ever knew about it! If we were born in Old Testament days we woulchbagéttthat there was

no hope for us: 'We're the Gentiles and God has His own people, the Jews, and it's too bad |-vitgsdoorn
accident of birth - in the wrong race and the wrong religion. There's no hope! We're not in the
commonwealth of Israel. ke not blessed, being the seed of Abraham'. But the mystery of God's will to
engraft into Himself the Gentiles is revealed in this book! Oh, how we'll praise Him one day for the plan of
salvation! Can you imagine? When you get to glory and when youistarglis glorified face, how you'll
praise Him when you see Him! To think that He looked at you and He looked at me in love, and He
predestinated you and | to be holy before Him! What will it be like? Imagine this: when you're lying on your
deathbed | don't know what'll be wrong with you if the Lord tarries; what you'll die biit you're lying

there. It's the last hours and the cold sweat is coming upon your brow, and you feel that you're being take
you're being plucked from this scene of time afidyfaa sudden, you just drift into the presence of the Lord
Jesus. You stand on that shore, and you look at His blessed face, and you see Him as He is. But, oh, to th
that He planned that moment from all eternity! It began before the worlds begagait before you were

even thought of. His plan will come to pass, and we should praise Him for what He has saved us from.

| was reading this morning in my reading from Psalm 40. Psalm 40: 'l waited patiently for the Lord; and he
inclined unto me, and hehmy cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and
set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even prai
unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in thg. [w you know, do you really know,

what the Lord saved you from? Some of you do because you were dirty, deep in sin, but some of you ha
been growing up in a Christian home angde?- we don't really know! Oh, we need to praise Him for what

He saved usrom, and we need to praise Him for what He brought us to, and what He will bring us to one
day - when we get to glory and when we see Him. It's no wonder that Paul praises Him so much in thi:
chapter. If you look at verse 6 he praises the Father: Topr#tige of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved'. Who made us accepted in the well beloved? It is the Father. Then you Ic
at verse twelve: 'That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ:. tBarpraise of

His glory! Praise be to the Father for the plan! Praise be to the Son for the execution! And then in verse 1-
'Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise
his glory'. TheHoly Spirit! Praise be to Father, Son and Holy Spirit for our salvation, for our redemption, our
regeneration, our justification andne day- our glorification! Praise be His name! Can you say it? Praise
Him! Oh, give Him the praise whatever you do!

This phrase 'in love', leads to this phrase, 'having predestinated us'. Now what does that mean? We sp
some time last week on the subject of election, and this is another frightening phrase. But the point is thi:
whenever God says in front of it, 'in @y you don't need to be frightened. It no longer becomes a problem,
but it becomes this is what | want you to seat becomes such a blessing! Predestination, or foreordination

- and although it's closely linked in these verses, and in theologicas$ bao# right throughout the word of

God it's linked with election and although that's the case they aren't exactly the same. We saw last week
that election pictures God's choice, and God's choice alone, of man to salvation. But predestination, it's
advance of this, it's the next stagbecause to be predestined (and the word is 'destinatiordegtieation’)

- you have to have a destination that has been preordained. Now | believe that, as we look through the wc
of God, that destination is noeaven because that was decided at electibnt the destination is a spiritual
place of blessing. Turn with me to Romans chapter 8 for a monigstmportant that we understand these
things- Romans chapter 8 and verse 29. Paul says, speaking oF@od:hom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethre
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You see, the purpose of predestination is to be conformed to the image of His Son. You're chosen |
salvationin election, but predestination takes that choice a little further to the consummation of it when, one
day, you and | will be like Christ. Isn't that an amazing thought? Do you know what this is? Do you know
what predestination is? It's the guarantee thate believe in Christ we know that, one day, we will be
completely like Christ. Do you know what it does? It secures our salvation!

There's none of this 'saved and lost' nonsers®l that is all it is: it is nonsense! How could you be saved,
and thehand of God come out and catch you and then let go of you again? How could that happen? Ho\
could it happen? When you think of the subject of predestination: that you are saved, and the moment yc
are saved a process begins for you to become like Clitrisas been activatedand that thing was decided
before the world began! If it starts when you're saved how could it stop? It can't stop! No man can stop it, m
friend, no devil can stop it, no husband or wife can stop it, no father or mother orashiétbp it and | say

it reverently today: God can't even stop it, because He willed it! He willed it. That's what predestination is. If
election was unto salvation, that we find in the book of Thessalonians, predestination is to bring us, one da
as thechildren of God into the image of His glorious Son.

Now | want to go deeper into this, because it says: 'Having predestinated us unto the adoption of childrer
Now, there was no Jewish custom of adoption, this was a Roman custom-wheder Roman law boys

and girls from other families might be legally adopted and granted full rights and responsibilities within a
family. But even that Roman adoption, and our Western adoption that we know all so well, is not exactly
what Paul is getting at heret's something totally different. What he is getting at, first of all, is that this is a
public attestation of adult sonship and the conferment of privileges belonging to sons who have come to tf
legal age. You remember the prodigal son: he went beforentesaiit into the big bad world. But when he
was going to come to age he would have got his father's inheritance. He would have been-deulatdd

have been conferred upon him that he was the son of his father; he was declared to be the son arthat mon
of time. But the spiritual truth that Paul has in mind here far outstrips his illustration within the word of God.
Imagine the truth that we know: that we have been brought from the slave market of sin into the family o
God. We now can call ourselvdge sons, the daughters, the children of God! We've been made [part of] this
family relationship, and we might think that that's where adoption stops: that we've been brought into th
family. No!

Who was the natural Son of the Father? The Lord JesustChuist like our natural sons and daughters,
Christ was by nature the Son of the Father. Who are the adopted sons and daughters? We are the adoj
sons and daughters. We're unnatural to God, we're not like Him, we're not like Him in our- imatutkee
miracle of grace is this: through regeneration and through the new birth (that we were thinking about las
evening) we are made the natural sons and daughters of God! You can go down to an adoption office tod
and you can adopt a child, and that child banome as your own child. Maybe you've other children [but],
after a matter of time, you look at the two of them and you see no difference between them. You treat thel
both the same, and they're conferred with the same blessings, the same privilesgsetimame but no

matter how much you love them and no matter how much you bring them into your home, into your family,
into your life and into your heart, they will never be by nature [the same]. But wonder of wonders, we shoulc
be called the natural ssrand daughters of God! That the Holy Spirit of God should enter the heart of a
sinner and should so bring life into his bosom that He gives birth to the Holy Spirit of God in that man or
woman's life- that they can be called naturally adopted! Biblic@tion! You know, God could have saved

us without making us sons and daughters, but He chose to do both. We're not just saved, but the word of G
says that we've become-heirs, ceinheritors with Christ. Listen to Romans 8: 'The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together'.
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Take a moment, my friend, and savour this thougbtGod sees you this evening, He sees you the same as
Christ. Paul illustrates it in Galatians chapter 4, if you turn to it. This time he's talking to the Jews and yolt
know that he's trying to explain to them the road that they've taken, and that thedavoses and the
prophets have been the schoolmaster to bring them to Christ. He's trying to show them that they've now
enter into this promise and leave the old behinfithe Jewish laws and ritualsand they've to take on this

new sonship, but yoagan apply it to yourself today. Chapter 4: 'Now | say', speaking of an earthly scene,
‘That the heir', the heir of a household, 'as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he |
lord of all; But is under tutors and governors uttig time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we
were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was com
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were langdehtie

we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his S
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then
heir of God through Christ'.

We're adopted now but, you know, there's an adoption in the future that the word of God speaks about. Bu
want you to grasp thiswe look forward to that day, but whatever you do don't think that you're not a son of
God or a daughter of God now! Lést to the word of God! 1 John 3:2: 'Beloved, now are we the sons of
God'- now! - 'and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we sha
be like him; for we shall see him as he is'. Paul said it again: 'Eye haskearmgtear hath not heard, neither
hath entered into the heart of man; the things which God hath prepared for them that love him'. You're
child of God! You're a joint heir with Christ! You're an inheritor of all that Christ has in God! Is it any
wonder tkat Paul could sing in a doxology of praise: 'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chris
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ'. In Isaiah 22 and verse 23 w
read a little phrase that says this: 'a maidisure place'. What did Isaiah mean? Well, what | mean and what
Paul means is this: adoption is a nail in a sure place. And what Isaiah was saying when he said 'a nail in
sure place' was this: he had, in his mind's eye, the Arab with his tent arelia tie¢ middle of the desert;

and what he would do is he would take a hammer and a giant piece of iron, like a nail, and he would hamm
it into that post. Everything that he ownedhis baggage, his utensils, his propertwas hung upon that
nail...a nd in a sure place. My friend, if Christ falls, if Christ fails, everything for you and | is doomed and
damned; but praise be His namig's secure! It's sure! It's a nail in a solid place! We are in Chvist are
rooted, we are grounded, we are cem@ntee cannot be extracted, for we are in the double hand of the
Father and of the Son; and no man can pluck us out!

This is revolutionary it should be in our lives. Did you know that Jesus never, ever referred to the Father in
any other term except &hFather? There's only one occasion when He didn't refer to God as the Father, anc
that was in the Gospels where He was quoting Psalm 22, and He says 'My God, mpu@yery other

time He says 'Father'. Imagine what that was like for the Jews! Tihey& heard a man, let alone a Rabbi,
speak of God in that way. They'd never heard of anybody praying to God in such an irreverent way (as the
saw it). Because this word 'Father’: it wasn't a formal word, it wasn't a religious word, it was the word 'Abba
- it was the word of a child to the father. If you want to put it in our day, without being irreverent, it means
'‘papa’ or 'daddy’. What's it like my friend? | don't know what it's like, and | don't think I'm going to know
what it's like for a wee while but what must it be like for that little child, the first time, to say 'daddy'?
Would you say to it: "You're not addressing me in the right way'? Would you? No. Your heart would go out
to that child of your flesh. And when we turn to our God, by ounneain us- the new nature in Christ Jesus

- and we address Him as our Father; oh what a heart of love, full of the whole divine, sovereign plan o
eternity! And He sees in a human sinner the consummation of His election, His predestiaaéoything

that He has planned is fulfilled in that little word! Abba! Such a close relationship. Do you know that the
Muslims have ninetynine names for God, for the Supreme Being, the Creator? But there ismunene of

the ninetynine- that resembles the closss, the intimacy of the Christian's 'our Father'. Not one!
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What a great God we have! Praise His nhame! The book of Romans [chapter] 8 verse 19, says that t
creation waits you don't just wait. One day you're going to be consummated as a son ofS8ndyam the

dead, brought into the likeness of Jesus Christ, but don't think you're the only one waiting on it! The book ©
Romans says that the whole creation [waits]. Think of this! You might be here this evening and you think
you're insignificant, dohyou? You're a Christian and you know God loves you and all that, but you think no
one notices you. You think that you haven't any gifts and you can't do anything for God, or anything for the
church, or anything for your brother or sisteand you thinkthat if you were gone no one would miss you.
Listen to this! The whole of God's creation and universe is waiting for the day where you are revealed as
son and daughter of God! The creation waits for the sons of God to be revealed! Hallelujah!

Now let'slook at the final phrase in Ephesians and verse 5. It says that we are 'predestinated unto tt
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will". Listen! The Son
never you forget it the Son makes you a sonhi$ is God's sovereignty, this is God's plan from all eternity:
that He willed- that's what it says 'according to the good pleasure of his will', that one day you would be
like Christ. There's no room for human pride there, is there? Some of us akifullwe're all full of it
because we're all sinners, aren't we? We may have it under control more than others, but it's always the
that little seed of pride. Like the poet saids we look at God's sovereignty and God's plan of the ages, and
how ore day nothing to do with ourselves, He will bring us to the image of His blessed Christ and Son, we
say with the poet:

‘The more Thy glory strikes my eye,
The humbler | should lie'.

Let's look secondly (or fourthly if you want!) and finally at verse &'d_read verse 5 to get the flow, for we

find in verse 6: 'Praise the Lord for Christ!". 'Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesu
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of hisvgnacein

he hath made us accepted in the seloved'. What does it say? 'To the praisedk at the first phrase'To

the praise of the glory'. Did you know that the primary aim throughout all of God's plan of redemption, from
election to the totalansummation in the book of Revelatiomll of it is to bring glory to God and to His
Christ? God's glory His glory - in this verse, is said to be encapsulated in His grace. That's what it says,
look: 'To the praise of the glory of his grace'. God'sygl8ure, we couldn't know God's glory if it wasn't for

His grace. That's the only way we know it: [from] Him saving aad it's alright me keeping on saying from

the platform: "You've got to appreciate God and Christ for who He is', but it's hardttodasWe tend to

only appreciate Him for what He's done for us because that's how He's been revealed to us. 'The praise of
glory of his grace': God's glory is His merciful dealings with men in salvation, and we ought to respond to
Him in unlimited prase for .

Do you praise Him enough? Do you? | don't. There's raetimye | would love to shout 'Hallelujah!, but I'm
afraid, sometimes I'm afraid of you. Isn't that right? I'm afraid of what anybody's going to think. 'He's a
fanatic! He's lost his hea&houting in the middle of a meeting?'. What do we praise God for? Do you praise
Him in your heart? Maybe you don't have that ability to shout 'Hallelujah' or to shout ‘Amen’, but do you say
it in your heart? Do you respond to God? Do you know what Keghels says? 'Our theology must become
doxology'. Doxology is simply a song of praise, that's what we're reading, the whole of chapter 1 is &
doxology. And if you have theology, but you don't have a heart full of doxology, you might as well be dead!
For youare dead if the truths of God don't warm your heart, and you don't praise God out of an appreciatio
of who He is and what He has done for you in Christ. Worship is important to our life! It's important to the
life of the assembly of God here in the Indall. Do you know why? Because it's the opportunity to express
who we are to God because of what He has done for us. That's how you express it! Giving back to Go
Blessing God! And men you take note, at the breaking of bread that's how you worshipddsmdHim,
praising Him, worshipping Him for what He has done for you!
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You know, if you look around our world at any persecuted people, and you look into the history books,
whether it be of the church or even taler instance the Negro race withithe Americas. You've heard of
Negro spirituals, haven't you? 'I'll fly away...when | die, hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away...Swing low
sweet chariot, coming for to carry me home'. Do you know where those songs came out of? They came o
of the paddy #lds, the cotton fields. They came out of the slavery that they were in, with the whipping upon
their back and the sweat upon their brotut they lifted their hearts to praise to a hope that one day they
would be free. Many of them were hoping that thewld die- get away from this awful worledie, and be

taken to glory by the chariot of God. They expressed the feelings, the sentiments of thei hma®dn

song, in songs of worship and praise to God. Let me ask you again: do you praise GothierSgewre
singing, what do you do? Do you look around you? Who's got a new hat or a new coat? Or who's got a ne
girl? Is that what you look at? What do you look at? Do you look at the words? Sure, some of us know th
words insideout, we could sing withat a hymnbook, but do we appreciate them? Do we look at every line?
'Praise my soul the King of Heaverdo you take that in? 'To His feet my tribute bring. Ransomed, healed,
restored, forgiven. Who like thee His praise should sing. Praise Him, PraiseSammetimes | hear sisters

say: 'There's not much for us to do in the assembly'. Some of you are poets, some of you are poets and
don't know it! But those that are poets, do you know (whether you're male or female) that there's a gre:
shortage of hym writing today? Hymn writing of a spiritual kind. Why not employ your pen? Why not
employ your heart and your mouth, brethren, to shout 'Amen’, to shout 'Hallelujah’, to praise the Lord, t
pray to the Lord, to bring a word of ministry to exalt the Lord?

But why do we praise Him? Look: 'The glory of his graddat's the messagéto the praise of the glory of
his grace'.

‘Grace, grace, God's grace,
Grace that is greater than all my sin'.

You know, a woman once attempted to assassinate Queen Hlizalo¢ our Queen Elizabeth. She dressed

as a maspage and she hid herself in the Queen's boudoi@ll the clothes and dresses and garments. But
the Queen's attendants would make it their careful chore to check all the rooms before the Queen would
into them. And before they brought the Queen into that particular room, inside all the skirts and dresses i
her wardrobe they found this woman and they brought her out, and they took her to the Queen and sl
begged the Queen to have compassion on heer(lkzabeth looked at her quietly and coolly and said: 'If |
show you grace, what promise will you make me in the future?'. And that woman looked up and said: 'Grac
that hath conditions? Grace that is fettered by precautions is no grace at all'. QzedestiECaught it and,

in a moment, she said: '"You're right. | pardon you of my grace', and they led her away a free woman. That
what God's done for you! There's nothing to it on your account! You've done nothing éoiytaccept it!

You stood therand God, by His grace, wonder of wonders, has given you everything in Christ!

That's the glory of His grace. Look further: "Wherein he hath made us accepted in the well beloved'. Prais
the Lord for Christ! Do you know what that phrase means? The Kimgsl&ersion actually paraphrases it:

'‘where he hath made us accepted in the well beloved'. It simply means this: that the grace which works su
a response of wonderful praise, finds its focus in the person of God's beloved. He is God's love gift to mel
He's referred to in Colossians 1:13 as the Son of His love. In Matthew chapter 3 and verse 17 you rememk
God opened and tore the curtain of the heavens to say: 'This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleasec

[Do] you know what this paraphrase lithyameans? Look at the verse: 'This is the grace with which he has
begraced us'. This is the grace with which he has begracef'sisot even a word! But he made it up to
encapsulate what he meant: that God has clothed us in all that Christ is andh&hriBhat's the amazing
grace of the gospel, it's all in Christ! You never forget it, and if you're unsaved you've got to get it! It's of
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Him, it's not of you- and if you're trying to strive after holiness, Christian, if you're trying to strive ager th
blessing of the Holy Spirit in your lifeforget about it if you're striving! It's all of grace and it's all of Christ.
And as we're saved by grace we're going to live by grace, we're going to be raised by grace, we're going to
changed by grace, we'going to be glorified by grace, we're going to rule with Him by grace! 'For the law
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus €hasthrist, no grace. You see God could not
have shown grace without Christ. No matter how powerful Heléscouldn't do it, for | am loved, | am
accepted, | am blessed only because | am in Christ! Think of this, think of this, as wearlddemust urge

you to grasp this. The poet said:

"The love wherewith He loves the Son,
Such is His love to me'.

The love wherewith He loves the Son? Is the love that He loves me? To all the extent, to all its depth, to a
its width and breadth and height! To all it's volume and capacity and acuteness! He loves me and He lovi
Christ no more!

Where are you tonight, Citian? First of all, person, where are you spiritually? Are you saved? God loves
you, God loves you! Where are you spiritually, Christian? Are you backslidden? Are you out in the
mountains wild and bare? Are you in the far country? Are you eating tlyefalid of the pigs, the swine?
Where are you? God loves you like Christ! Where are you Christian? Are you in bereavement? Have you tt
waves of bereavement and sorrow pouring over your head? Listen to the words of God: 'l love you as m
Son'. Have frienddorsaken you- a husband or a wife? Is it your health that's failed you, or your
employment, or your family? Whatever it may be, it is awesome to think that | have, day after day, hour afte
hour- whether I'm conscious of it or nethe love of the Fatlidor the Son as my portion!

Go home and read the book of Philemon. And you remember that | said on the first week that Paul wrote tt
book of Philemon almost at the same time he wrote the book of Ephesiaitne same place and the same
house that hevas held a prisoner of the Roman Empire. Remember that! | like to think (now | can't prove it,
but | like to think) as Paul was writing these words, he had Philemon and Onesimus in his mind when h
said: 'in the beloved'. Remember what happened? Onesiatusffended his master Philemon, probably
even stolen off him. He ran away and all of a sudden he meets (in Rome) Paul, and he's coReaited
leads him to the Lord. Paul decides to write a lettitre little book of Philemon that we havéo his old
master to tell him: 'Look, Onesimus has got saved! | know he's offended you. | know he's done wrong of yo
but he's been converted'. Listen to what Paul saysl this is what Christ says to God about you: 'If he hath
wronged thee Father, or if he owetteé¢ ought my Father, put that to my account. | will pay it'. Listen to
this! 'Receive him as You receive me'. Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

Abba Father! We thank Thee for our blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. We thank Thee for all that w
have inhetied in Him. And Lord, if we don't praise Thee now as we ought, we thank Thee that there'll be a
day that we'll praise Him as we shoudl&then we see Him face to face and tell the story, saved by sovereign
grace. We say: 'Glory and honour, blessing and ptweinto Him that sits on the throne, and to the Lamb'.
Amen.

Transcribed byrevor Veale Preach The WordJanuary 2001
www.preahthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians 1:7
1. Redemption
2. By Blood
3. Brings Forgiveness
4

Relative To His Riches

we'll maybe be on half a verse next week!). One verse only, but we'll take time to read right down tc

at least verse 8we maygo on a bit further, just to get the context, maybe verse 14. But let's read
from verse 1 together: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephest
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peanoeJod our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritu
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of tt
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise o
the glory of his grace, wherein he hath madeacsepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abound
toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, ragtois
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he mig
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: |
whom also we have obtainedh anheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first
trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the wandhofthe gospel of your salvation:
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest c
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory".

Ephesians chapter 1, and we're looking this evening at one verse (we've narrowed it down now to on

Let's readhat verse together again, verse 7, and let's take note of every phrase and every word that we rez
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of hi:
grace".

We're looking this evening, as your bracé says, for praising the Lord. We want to go out of this place
praising the Lord for redemption. We've learned over the past wédlape we have anywayto praise the

Lord for many blessings. Indeed, what the word of God says is, verse 3: 'akksbmbs$ that we have, being

in Christ Jesus'. In other words the whole span, the whole spectrum of all the promises of God that we ha
delivered to us by faith, because we are found in Christ. We learned how these were blessings that we
signed beside auname before the world ever began. We thought of eleettmw Paul wrote to Timothy

that we are elect before the foundation of the world in Christ to salvation. We looked [at] how God, before
the beginning of the world, predestinated us, preordainechosg us in His foreknowledge to be placed in
Christ; and one day, wonder of wonders, to be like Christ! We learned last week how it's all because we a
accepted in the beloved. We're acceptadthing to do with ourselves, but because we are plardeted,
cemented in Christ Jesusow when God looks at us, He no longer sees our sin but He sees Christ! We have
been adopted, not an adoption that we understand today, but we have been made through the engrafted w
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by the Spirit of God to the regeneaat of our souls. We have been changed from a sinful human nature and
been given a holy nature, so that now are we called the sons of God. 'And it doth not yet appear what v
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; foalveeshhim as he is'.

Now, this evening, in verse 7, we see this: that the foundation of all these blessings that we've looked at (:
the blessings in heavenly realms in Christ Jesus: election, predestination, adoption, being engrafted into t
well bdoved) all of these things rest upon a foundation that is found in verse 7: 'In whom we have
redemption’. Now | want you to think about this for a momehink of this! We will never ever again, in

our lifetime or after it, have to turn to God and bowoom knees before Him in contrition, in repentance and
say, 'Lord, take all my guilt away!". We'll not have to do it. We'll not have to, with tears blotting an open
Bible, or blotting the floor before which we weep, we'll not have to turn to God and_sey; blot out my

sin!". No more! We don't need to do that! We don't have to ask God: 'Lord, justify me!'. We don't have tc
wait until a day for the redemption of our souls, because if we're in Chiggtn to these wordsit's been

done. It's been deh There's nothing more to do because if we've trusted in Christ, if we've trusted in His
death at the cross, His atonement, if we have believed in Him these things are blessedly settled foreve
Forever! Forever and ever! That's why it says: 'We have remlemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace'. So He not onlghfusse us and forfexed our
destiny, but He bought us. And we're going to see this evening what a cost it was to Himself.

Now look at vese 7, because you'll see in verse 7, the Holy Spirit shifts our attention from heaven down ta
earth. He moves our thinking from the past: what God has done in election, in predestination, in all thos
things before the foundation of the world. He changeam past to present. Not only does He do that, but
there is a change of emphasis from God the Father to God the Son. We learned that it was the Father t
elected us, it was the Father that predestinated us to be like Christ one day. But versehaigyih&here it

says this: that although the Father did all this, it had to be the Son who redeemed us. Of the ten times tt
you find the word redemption within the New Testament, seven times you find it within Paul's letters, and
you find it three timesvithin the book of Ephesians.

So let's look at this word 'redemption’, this concept that we find within the word of God. Let's look at the first
phrase of verse 7: 'In whom we have redemption'. Now | want you to noticethiaisif you were to search

the New Testament there are three ideas held for this word 'redemption’. The first is this: it is simply the ide
'to purchase something', 'to buy something'. When you spend money, you pay a price, you pay the cost, tt
commodity or object whatever it $ - becomes yours. You have bought it. That's what the word of God
means when it says, 'We have been bought with a price, even the precious blood of Christ'. Let's meditate
this! We have been redeemed to God. We have been redeemed to God by Him. Weehguarchased by

God, by the Son. Therefore we say: 'We are not our own'. And there was a day that we were sold under s
we were sold to the world, the flesh, and the devil. But praise be to God and His Son, that He has paid tt
price so that He coulgurchase us. Do you remember the day when you were sold under sin? Do you? Dc
you remember the day you prostituted yourself to this world for absolutely nothing? You were sold undel
sin, without money and without price, but Hdesus Christ has redeemeds without money but with His

own precious blood.

That's the first meaning of redemption: to purchase something. But the second meaning is simply this: to bt
something, to purchase something out of the market, out of somewhere else. That simply na¢drzs w
been purchasedand this is beautiful will never ever, ever, be put on sale again! Have you got it? Not only
have you been bought out of the slave market of sin, but the second grasped meaning of this word is the ic
that never again will youebfound in the ranks of Lucifer. Never again ought the child of God to be found in
this world. Never again need the child of God be found dabbling in the flesh. The history books tell us tha
when one went into the slave market and saw a certain slawothatanted to buy for sale, and you looked

at him and you said: 'I'm going to purchase you'. When the money changed hands and when you bought tf
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slave, you were at liberty as the buyer, as the redeemer, to take a piece efpagréficate- and plae it in

the hand of that slave: a legal piece of paper which guaranteed him complete freedom. He could go. He col
go and live his life the way he wanted. He perhaps could go back to his father or his mother, or [her
husband] or his wife, and the meamis this: that never again would that slave be in that position, because
he had this piece of paper given to him by his redeemer. Never would his life be put in jeopardy again. It'
the word - this second word and this meaninghat Peter uses in his efle in 1 Peter 1, verse 18:
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vai
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemgsh and without spot”.

The third meaning of redemption that we find within the New Testament is the one that's found in our verse
verse 7. It's a Greek compound. That means it's two words put together, and the first part is the word 'af.
which means ‘awafrom’ - to put something away from you. It entails the idea of not just putting something
away, but putting something away from something etseseparate. The second part of the word is 'latrosis'
(sp?)- and it means this: 'to be free'. To be loosed!putting the two together it literally means this: to be
loosed away from something. Christian, do you know what you've been loosed away from? Do you? Som
of us forget about it, butoh - it does us good to think about where we came from, what wee&e faved

from, what we've been saved to. The fact that we have been loosed away from the law, that we could n
keep it, that we could not measure up to it, that the law condemned us and God condemned us by the law, |
in Christ we have been loosed awfagm the law! We have been loosed away from the judgement of God,
for by His holy law and by His holy perserHis holy character of righteousness, His justicge were
condemned for all eternity, but because of Christ and our redemption we have bedrapaly from His
judicial wrath. We've been pulled away from the guilt of our sin. Does that not make you rejoice? Remembe
the guilt that you felt? That guilt that weighed you down? That guilt that tore into youel&ry facet and

being of it- thatyou couldn't get any peace? That guilt that crucified your nature? Do you feel it? Can you
remember what it felt like: the guilt that you had before God where you saw Christ, and Christ was dying
and Christ had your sins upon Him, and you felt the gdilt?oDo you remember? As Ironside says: The
guestion of our guilt will never again rise'.

Did you hear me? | don't think you did hear me! The question of your guilt will never rise again! "There is no
condemnation for them that are in Christ Jesushy? Because it was raised on a cross with Christ at
Calvary- all of our judgement, all of the curse of the law, all that my guilt deserved. We can say:

'‘Death and judgement are behind me,
Grace and glory are before me.

All the billows rolled o'er Jesus,
There exhausted all their powers'.

Can you not praise God for redemption? For the fact that you've been byoghte been purchased? For
the fact that you've been purchased out of something? Away from the slave market of sin of the world, th
flesh, anl the devil:

'Redeemed, redeemed from sin and all its woe.
Redeemed, redeemed eternal life to know.
Redeemed, redeemed by Jesus' blood.
Redeemed, redeemed, O praise the Lord!

You see if you don't praise the Lord aboutlitl try my best, but the brks in this building will shout out to
His praise. For He is worthy of praise for redemption and we're going to see, this evening, why. Do yol
remember when you were in Sunday school, or the children's meeting, and maybe you heard the story abc
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the little boy that made the boat, himself, out of wood? And he made it, and he went out with his daddy, an
he went out to sail it down the river. He put it in the water and he watched but, all of a sudden, to his
amazement, he was terrified to see that it justtwdenvn the river, and he couldn't get it any longer, he
couldn't reach it. It went out into the ocean, into the sea and he lost it! One day he was walking down th
main street and he saw, in the window, that little boat. He looked, and he saw it, andt AEhatls my

boat!'. He went into the shopkeeper and he said: 'You've got my boat in your window!". The shopkeeper sai
‘No, that's my boat! If you want that boat you're going to have to pay for it'. And the boy bought his boat anc
as he was walking now listen to this down the street, holding that little boat in his arms like a child, do
you know what he said to it? "You are twice mine! | made you, and now | bought you!'.

Do you remember what the Lord said to the children of Israel in Isaiah 48eas&l 17 Listen to thisand

there are four phrases that | want you to grasp: 'But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, ¢
he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for | have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou
mine'. Do you know what God says to your soul, child of God, today? 'My child, you are twice Mine. |
formed you and you were lost to Me, but | redeemed thee. Thou art mine!'. Now think of it: when the Lord
Jesus Christ, and remember it was the Lord Jesus Ohaistiieated this universewhen He created the
universe, He only had to speak a word and the whole thing was done in a millisecond! But when He wante
to redeem you, He had to shed His blood. A word wouldn't do! A sentence wouldn't do! A lifetime of
holiness and an example to the world of humanity that they had never seen before, the teachings that f
outstretched every philosopher, every religious leader-ghat wouldn't do!

He had to shed His blood, and the extent of the redemption, and theegseattithe redemption is seen from

our passage and from our verse in the very fact of what it-¢bstprice of our redemption. Look at it: ‘In
whom we have redemption;' look at this- 'through his blood- that's your second point. We have
redemptionput never you forget this: it's redemption by His blood! What a price for our redemption! Think
of it! Nothing else would do! The scriptures clearly testify thtitat it had to be the blood of Christ, and the
blood of Christ nothing more or nothing les&hy? Because as slaves in the bondage of slomans
chapter 6 and verse 23 tells us that the penalty of sin was what? Death! 'For the wages of sin sndeath’
because that is the penalty only a substitute life would satisfy the righteous, jddnmhds of God. He had

to have someone die, it had to happen! Now don't you ever get this into your head that the grace of God,
the forgiveness of God, is simply God wiping the slate clean. It's not! For the slate was never wiped clean f
Christ. For yu it was, but God's justice cannot be ignored for His love or His grace. God had all these
accusations against humanity and against you personally and they had to be dedlteyitouldn't just be
forgotten about!

So a substitute had to come, anicsithe word of God tells usand it's God's law and | don't argue with it

that the life of the flesh is in the blood; that means that what makes us live and be a living soul is the bloo
flowing through our veins. Therefore, Matthew tells us that '$be of Man gave His life a ransom'. The
ransom payment could only be through blood. Now let's get this! There was no other way! God's justice ha
to be satisfied, but the amazing thing is this: the infinite, judicial wrath of a rightecpswadiful Godwas
satisfied! Can you grasp that? His righteousnesemember He's an eternal God; that means the
righteousness of His eternity. He is an@werful God, that means the righteousness, and the holiness, and
the wrath of a God who is stronger than amyhi He epitomises strength! Oh, God help me understand it:
that on that centre cross thatpdiwerful, unlimited, eternal God exhausted His wrath. Do you know what
exhausted means? Like a damp sponge He wrung it out. Every drip, every drag of théatniger had
against the human race and against siallelujah!- it was all exhausted on Him! It wouldn't do if there was
one of my sins that wasn't laid upon Him, for I'd be on my way to hell. It wouldn't do if it was the same for
you- it had to be: ‘dlmy sins were laid upon Him'.
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One of the early church fathers devised a doctrine that said that Christ paid a ransom, but He paid it to tl
devil. And that means simply this: that the devil had us (and the devil did have us) and that we were in hi
prison - and if God was going to get us free, Christ had to pay the ransom to Satan. Nonsense! That's n
what the Bible teaches, because that would erase the remarkable thing about redemption which is this: t
offended party, the one who's hurting, the orf®@'w had the wrong done unto Hinthe Father Himself
provided the way by which an irreversible sentence of law and justice that was our due could be placed c
His own Son as our substitute. That's the amazing thing! Paul says in Corinthians thaththignezing

thing: that if you think of God and man with their back to back; in Christ, God's back (that's what it says) ha:
been reconciled to marturned around in the cross of Christ. That's what it says! God, the first prime mover
in salvation, hasa@he His due He, the offended party, has come and made salvatiwade a ransom for

sin. The miracle is this: that He made the ransom for Himself. He was the one who needed the ransom ps
to Him, and if | can say it reverently, it was from His own packe

| don't think we can ever enter into this: what God has done. What God has done in redemption; an
remember that the gift of God to you, my friend, is not simply salvation or eternal life (although they are
gifts) but in theory, the gift of God to Hishurch is Jesus Christ! And everythingalvation, redemption,
regeneration, justification, sanctificatienall these things are in Him. Do you know what | love about
redemption? That, because of the great price that had to be paid for it, it me#fsdbatire. It means that
there's no doubt about it; that my salvation is not resting upon how good | am as a Christian, but how goc
the blood of Christ was to save me! That's what it's resting on. Now there are these people thatdmelieve
some of tlem are dear brothers and sisters in Chrnigho believe that one day you can be saved and at a
later day you're lost. And | ask this questicand I'm being honest from the depths of my soul: is the blood

of Christ not good enough to save to the uttetthdsask another question: will the Father reject the paid
price of His own Son's blood because | fall into sin today? Never! For He is as satisfied tomorrow as He wa
(as our brother reminded us yesterday) when that veil of the temple was rent in svamsHsatisfied today

and tomorrow as He was when He raised Him from the dead; when He took Him to glory; when He entere
that heavenly tabernacle and temple by His own blood, and sat-dinerwork finished. Hallelujah! He is
satisfied with Christ! Whilaer the world is matters nothindor God is, and that's all that matters.

Have you ever thought about how precious that blood must have been? It's not just precious, like all oL
blood is precious because it's our life, but it is precious becauséasfevblood it is! It is the Beloved's
blood, think of this! How great your sins are, think of that for a moment! How great wrong you have done in
your lifetime! And | know that my sins and your sins are great enough to damn for all eternitypraise

Him! - His blood is greater than my sin! His blood is able to save to the uttermost. And, oh, the scream an
the shriek of my soul as it slides down into hell's fires if it was not for the blood of Christ! For it would have
- and the sooner we remember tatrbefore the shedding of the blood of Christ, the better we would be as
Christians in winning the lost, in realising what it cost Him, in realising what a gift we have in salvation. If
we realised what the blood of Christ means to you my friend! Therbretvriter Nicholl put it well when he

said this:

"The more | know the wickedness of my sin,

The more | know the preciousness of the blood.

| see my sinfulness more today than ten years ago,
Yet | value the blood of Christ more also'.

Can | say this? Gbsave us from a bloodless gospel, because a bloodless gospel cannot save. My friend,
you preach or if you teach in any capacity, or you witness, and you find something within you that holds
back when you think of mentioning the bloedthere's somethg wrong. For the blood of Christ is
everything, and | say this advisedlyand maybe you think it's harstbut any man or woman that will not
preach the blood, or see salvation by the bloled them be damned! Do you know why | say that? Because
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Paul tre apostle said it in Galatians 1:8 and 9: 'But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any othi
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be acedhsgdneans eternally
damned forever! My friend, it's so serious that heeegs it, and he says: 'As we said before, so say | nhow
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed'.

We don't take these things [seriously] enough. You know, it blesses my heart to think tisavtias it says

'the angels desire to look into'. It says that this was the thing that the prophetd:iijalv, Moses, Ezekiel

and Daniel- this was the thing that they were all puzzled at. They couldn't understand it, because it is the
mystery of redemjon - and you will find out, as we go through this book, that a mystery within the word of
God is not something 'akfairy, scHi'. That's not what it is, but it is something that hitherto has not been
revealed. The mystery here is this: that God lcwvedbrld of sinners lost and ruined by the fall. Is that not a
mystery to you? It's a mystery to me. How God loved me, how God came to earth as a man for me, and di
for me, and shed every ruby drop of blood for me, and was buried for me, and raiseldefrdsad for me,

and ascended to heaven for me, and sat down beside God fothateamazes me! Never let it cease to
amaze you, whatever you do, or that's the end of your Christian walk my fiyend! not be in hell, but at

least you'd be a bit warmgryou were in hell! Never lose it my friend.

We read, in the autobiography of Dr. Joseph Parker, that he lost it. He was the great preacher durir
Spurgeon's day, in the city temple in London. And he says, within his autobiography, that he began to giv
too much attention to the modern theories of his day that tried to improve upon the fundamentals of the wot
of God, to make them intellectually respectable, and palatable to all those and sundry. We run into th:
danger today! Just believe the Bible fignd, that's all! Just say: '‘God said it, | believe it, that settles it!"
that ought to be enough. One of them that he caved into was the doctrine of the atonement and redempt
through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. And as he went throughfehiselididn't realise that these
teaching were getting a grip of himself. Suddenly, down his life's pathway, tragedy struck and his wife took
ill, and within a few hours she dropped dead. And he was standing there, with his life's partner just gone int
etenity in a matter of hours. And it says that in the days and the weeks and the months that lay ahead, he w
unable to share his grief with anyone. And he walked around his empty house, through the empty room
with a heart that was breaking, with painttiaas in his bosom. And he tried to find a place of rest in his
modern theories and beliefs, but there were none! And then he said, and | quote you his autobiography:

'In those hours of darkness, in those hours of my soul's anguish when filled witraddut#mbling in fear,

| bethought myself of the old gospel of redemption alone, through the blood of Christ: the gospel | hac
preached in those earlier dayand | put my foot down on that! And my brethren, | found firm standing. |
stand there today andshall die resting upon that blessed, glorious truth of salvation alone through the
precious blood of Christ'.

Isn't that why Edward Mote wrote those words that we sang:

'On Christ the solid rock | stand,
All other ground is sinking sand'.

Remember tb old man that said: 'Any other rock is shamrock'. My friend it's only the blood of Christ that

you can stand on, and this is what our verse says. Look at it: 'In whom we have redemption through h
blood'- and here's the next thing that | want you ta ke forgiveness of sins'. Your first point, redemption:

it is redemption by blood, it is redemption by blood that brings forgiveness. The Greek word for ‘forgiveness
has this idea, again, of 'letting loose'. It's the id@a don't have time to look & but | would advise you to

look at it when you get homeof Leviticus 26. There you'll read of Aaron, and he takes a goat, and he places
his hands on the head of the goat, and it says that he confesses the sins of the people upon it. He imput
putsonto the goat all the sins of the children of Israel. It says that he takes it away into the midst of the
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wilderness and he looses-ithat's the word for forgiveness. He looses it! He let's it the scapegoat, our

Lord Jesus Christ who took our sjrwho let it go into the depths of the ocean, as far as the east is from the
west, as high as the heavens above. He buried it into the ground. He put it behind God's back, so that He s
now: 'Thy sins, my child, and thy iniquities | will remember no e\or

But in our verse verse 7- the reference is to sins (you'll note that): 'In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins'. Whereas if you were to turn to Colossians 1 and 14, you read this vers
'In whom we have redemptionrtugh his blood, even the forgiveness of sins'. So in verse 7 of chapter 1 of
Ephesians it's 'forgiveness of sin’, and in chapter 1 verse 14 of Colossians it's ‘forgiveness of sins'. Sin, he
is the Greek word 'Hamartea' (sp?), that's the word usedlossians. But sins 'parapatoma’ (sp?)is a
different thing, because sin is the condition that we are in by our nature, being in Adam, the black spot c
disease morally, spiritually speaking: our dead soul. But sins is not our condition, sins ares thfecac
condition: the fruit of who we are and what we are. But listen to this: you put those two verses together, an
God forgives them both in Christ. Isn't that wonderful? | hope you think this is wonderful, | really do. That
dead soul of yours; Chtisook the punishment, but not only for the root of the problem, the branch, the vine
that all the sins that you commit stem fremot only did He take that, but everything that you do wrong in
your life - Christ took it! Christ put it away! Christ let ydoose from it! This is something beyond anything
that a psychologist can do, this is beyond anything that a hypnotist eaandg/ou can have all the positive
thinking that you like you like, and read all the books about it, listen to all the tapesiabwt they can't

give you, through therapy, the forgiveness of sins. For only God, in Christ, can do that.

There are three distinct aspects of forgiveness that we find within the word of God, and it's important that w
understand this because thegoeoften misunderstood. The first is eternal forgiveness, and what that simply
is, is this: the man who says, 'Well look, if | trust Christ and His death on the cross, does that mean all m
sins up to the cross, or all my sins up to now when | trustedtCtirey're forgiven? But my present and my
future, what about it?' Eternal forgiveness means that all my kiage you got that?past (those skeletons

that you still remember), present (the thing that you did today, and it's annoying you), futuriew& say

that we have not sinned we deceive ourselves; we make God a liar and the truth is not in us', because we
going to sin, we're going to keep on sinning until we get to Gltwgpefully not at as great an extent as we
are now, but we'll stildo it. But praise God, in Christ we have redemption through His blood, even the
eternal forgiveness of our sins.

And then, secondly: there's restorative forgiveness. This often confuses young believers; that they dor
understand that if Christ has forgn their past, present and future sins, why is it that if they slip up today
they need to confess their sins again? It's simply this: that because you are a child of God, you are no lonc
in a relationship between God who is a judge and you who ardtya ganer. Do you understand? That
relationship's gone. It is now God who is your Father and you that are His child. Your sins are gone: pas
present and future; but what you need is restorative forgiveness. That means this: that sin, when we comr
it as Christians, goes between our fellowship and -Guat our salvation, but our fellowship between us and
God. That is why John says, in 1 John chapter 1 and verse 7: 'If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, w
have fellowship one with another, anderse 7- 'the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin'.
'‘And if we confess our sint what does that mean? Does that mean God's not going to forgive us as
Christians? We're going to go to hell if we don't confess every little sinnthato? Do you know what
confessing your sin as a Christian is? It's putting your hands up and saying: ‘'Lord, there's me again. I've do
it again. Would You forgive me? Take it away. | don't want it to be between You and me. I'm Your child,
You're my Fathe just take it away. And | plead the blood, | know there's power in the blood to restore this
fellowship to me as Your child'.

Then, thirdly, there's governmental forgiveness and | want you to note this. That is simplp thige you
an illustrationand an examplea drunkard gets saved; and he's drunk for fifty years, hardly a day sober, and
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his liver is like a sultana. Have you got it? When he gets saved, God, with giving him a new nature, won'
give him a new liver. Sometimes we live with the sequences of our sin, that is what's called governmental
forgiveness. Therefore we need to beware as Christians, because there are Christians running about :
saying: 'Well, I'm forgiven in my past and my present and my future. And I'm a child of Gdsoal'slmy
Father and if | put my hands up and admit my sin, well then God's just going to forgive me'. That's true, bu
don't you think God can wipe away, or will wipe away, the consequences of what ydordgou'll live

with them.

There's a legend abbMartin Luther that he was very sick with an illness. As he lay on this bed it says that
he had a sense of the evil or®atan entering his sick room, looking at him with a triumphant smile. And it
says that, in his mind's eye, Satan rolled a big lsorothe floor. And as the fiend threw it from one end of

the room to the other, it unwound itself and Luther's eyes read the long, fearful record of his own sins befor
his face- one by one. And his stout, courageous reformation heart quailed befogbasity roll of his
transgressions. Then suddenly, it flashed into Luther's mind and consciousness that there was one thing
written on that scroll. And he cried aloud: 'One thing you have forgotten! The rest is all true, but one thing
you have forgotte: the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sensdf as he said this the
accuser of the brethren and his heavy scroll disappeared. Can | say this: believers sometimes can be cripf
with their past. You will never be what Christ wagitai to be if that thing in your mind stays there forever

as a skeleton to haunt you. But you need to take the exhortation of Paul to the Philippians: 'Forgse it
things that are behindand press on!". For we read in the book of the Revelatiorthbgtovercame him

and I'm telling him that tonightyou tell him it! Christ overcame him at Calvary with His own blood! And
because His blood has covered me, | can overcome him by the word of my testimony.

But finally, not only do we have redemptibg His blood that brings the forgiveness of sins, but it says this:
'In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of hi
grace'. Did you know that our God is not a miser? Did you know that? He is not @y n@sd. And
although the word of God teaches stewardship and sensibility with your money and what God has given yo
if you're a miser and a scrooge: that's not a fruit of the spirit. And | would vouch to say that you're not
showing the proof and the eweidce that you are a child of God. But listen to this, the poet put it like this:

'Stern justice can demand no more
And mercy can dispense her store'.

We are forgiven. We are blessed in Christ according to the riches of His grace. Do you know wieasehis v
means? If you had some kind of measuring instrument to measure the depth, the volume, the area, of the Ic
of God, of the gracious riches of Geglou could never measure it! Yet it's all given to you. Do you dwell on
that enough? Do you? Do you cowyour blessings enough? Do you name them one by one, what the Lord
has done, what He has given to you? And listen: His gréus verse tells usis infinite, as His forgiving

grace is infinite in the power of the infinite blood of Christ. Now notlee difference, it says: He gives
according to His riches, not out of His riches. There's a famous photograph of the old man Roekefeller
scrumpled up face, thin, frail. He's giving a dime to a little waif on the street. He was giving out of his riches.
Onre of the richest men that America has ever seen; but if he was to give according to his riches that your
child would have a mansion, would have millions of dollars for himself. But God gives us, not out of what
He has, but according to what He has bec&ieséas given all that He has! He has given Chratd He

says to you today, 'Here's a blank chequebook, My Christian friend. It's an eternal chequebook and you wri
cheques to Me as much as your heart is content. Just charge them up child! Like ghésbcean drink

until it's dry'.

| want to finish with this beautiful story. In a market place in Rotterdam in Holland stood, for many years in
the old corner, this house that was known as 'The House of a Thousand Terrors'. And the story gses like th
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during the sixteenth century the Dutch people rose in a revolt against the cruel king, Phillip the Second. An
Phillip, what he did was, he didn't like it and he sent a great army under Duke Alva (sp?) to suppress th
rebellion. And Rotterdam siegedélf - it held out for a time but finally it capitulated. And from house to
house the victors went slaughtering children, men and women; the citizens being killed in their houses. An
a group of men and women and children were hiding in this little ctwnese that is called 'The House of a
Thousand Terrors'. And one young man said: 'lI've got an idea'. He says, 'Here's a goat', and he slew it and
spilt out the blood on the floor, and he took a broom and he broomed it underneath the door outside. Ar
when the soldiers came by that door one looked to the other and listen to what they said: '‘Come away. T!
work is already done here. Look! The blood is beneath the door'. God says, 'When | see the blood | will pa:
over you'.

Our Father, we look forwarata day when we'll sing a new song, singing: 'Thou art worthy to take the book
and to open the seals thereof. For Thou wast slain and has redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of ev
kindred and tongue and people and nation'. Lord Jesus, we thank Tlseeddmg Thy blood for us. Help

us never to lose the wonder of it all, Amen.

Transcribed byf'revor Veale Preach The WordJanuary 2001
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we meet together around &e word, that the Lord will meet with us and speak to us through His
precious inspired book, the Bible, as we study it together this evening. We're turning again to
Ephesians and chapter 1, Ephesians chapter 1, and we'll take time to read from verse he&egoing
quite slowly, but it's important that we do go slowly and we understand what we are reading, and we
understand every blessing that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ. But we're quickening up a little bit toda:
we're doing a few more versesthone or two.

That was good singing, let me welcome you to our Bible Study this evening. We hope and trust that, a

Let's read together from verse 1 again: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the sain
which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Fath
and from the Lord Jesuzhrist. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed u:
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [realms] in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and withdamie before him in love: Having predestinated

us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To th
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we ha\
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he ha
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure which he hatlppsed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on eart
even in him: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinatethgdcottte purpose of

him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory,
who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of you
salvation: inwhom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory".

Now we're looking this evening at verses 8 rightvddo verse 14. We mightn't get all the way down to it
this evening, but we want to look at these verses. Look at verse 8 first of all. We looked last week in verse
about the redemption that we have in Him, through His blood the forgiveness of sirdirartothe riches

of His grace. And then Paul, in this long sentence without any punctuation at all, continues to reel off all the
blessings that we have in Christ again. Verse 8: 'Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom ar
prudence’, verse 9aving made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
which he hath purposed in himselfind so on, and so on.

We're going to look this evening at the subject: 'The Mystery of God's Will'. One writer has said: 'God has

many counsels but only one purpose'. Think about that for a moment. God, in His heavens, in His infinite

mind and wisdom and sovereignty, has many counsels but only one purpose. If you were to scour the whc
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of the word of God this evening, from Genesis to &a&ton, you would find many counsels of God within

His word. There's His counsels with regards to the nation and the people of Israel. Then there are Goc
counsels concerning the Gentile nations and people. You remember that God said to Altinghauzs His
counsel concerning the Jewish people: 'In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed'. God's counse
that through the Jews there would be a special people that would be a light unto all the nations and, one d
in His counsels He wouldffact every nation upon the face of the earth through this one nation: the Jewish
race. Then there are His hidden counsels. What are they? We have in the Old Testament His reveal
counsels to Israel. But what we do not have in the Old Testament is wineadvabout within the book of
Ephesians and, indeed, throughout all of our New Testament is the new covenant within the blood of Chri
that all nations are brought into the benefit of.

We read about these things that were hidden throughout all ofrtewer disclosed, perhaps not even hinted

at, but here we have it revealed through Jesus Christ, through the written word of God in the New Testame
scriptures. There are His hidden counsels with regard to the reign of Christ upon the earth, thathame day
would be a reign of the Messiah who would reign in holiness and righteousness and have everyone in eve
nation under His feetand as the hymnwriter says: 'His kingdom shall stretch from shore to shore'. All of
these counsels have different pabtst there is one purpose. Now | want you to get that before we begin to
study these verses: God has many counsels but He has only one purpose. If you think of the Pacific Oce:
and all those mountainous valleys and all those little streams that goutarigb that then go into a mighty
river, and all those mighty rivers run into the Pacific Oceasany counsels but one final Ocean of purpose!

We're going to look, first of all, at the mystery of God's will that has been made known in verses 8 to 10
Look at those verses with me. We'll look at verse 8 first of all. Now let's read it carefully: 'Wherein [God]
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence'.

'‘Count your many blessings,
Name them one by one,
And it will surprise you
What the Lord hadone!’

Hasn't it surprised us? Over these weeks as we have leakeddwe have looked at what we have in Christ:

‘all spiritual blessings in heavenly realms'. We haven't to wait on them. We haven't to wait till the
consummation of all things or the entltbe age, or even till Christ comes back agaiwhether it's in
rapture, whether it's to come to the earth to set up His millennial +ewgndon't have to wait, because we
have all spiritual blessings in heavenly realms now! Isn't that wonderful? &edat the fact at how we
have these blessings even before we were born. For we were chosen in Him, Paul told us, before tl
foundation of the world. Our purpose and our destiny was predestined in the person and the image of Chr
to be placed, to be pited, rooted and grounded in Him, immovable!

We looked at how we have been adoptéaken from the slave market of sin: children of wrath, children of
the devil- and brought into the family of God, adopted. Not just adopted in our sense, but ouatueey n

has been engrafted into the nature of God in Christ. We are new creatures in Christ Jesus! What a blessit
And then last week we looked at redemption and how we are bought with the blood of- Gbxisour
redemption and our salvation is securgttthere is nothing that can move it. And, outflowing from that
redemption, there is the forgiveness of all our sins forever! Hallelujah! What a Saviour we have! What
blessings we have been learning about! But here in our reading this evening Paul ¢élimare than
election, predestination, adoption, redemption. But now he testifies that the God who is liberal, that we rea
about in verse 7, that He gives us accorditapk at it: 'to the riches of his grace'. We learnt that he's not a
niggardly God. H is not a God who is miserly, who is tigtgted, but He is the God who lavishes all that
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He has- everything is ours in Christ Jesus! So He tells us, in verse 8, how God has lavished His riches upo
us: 'Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdodprudence'.

Now to explain this we need to turn to Colossians chapter 1. Colossians chapter 1, and if you ever happen
read (and | advise you to do so) the book of Ephesians in parallel with the book of Colossians, you will se
that Paul writes abouwtery similar things, and there are parallel passages between the two of them. And, if
you like, the parallel passage to Ephesians 1 verse 8, within the book of Colossians, is Colossians 1 verse
Look at it: 'For this cause we also, since the day wedhigadlo not cease to pray for you, and to desire that
ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding'. It's amazing the
blessings that we have in Christ, isn't it? | heard a story recently (and it could ppgnha America) that a

very rich man died and he left an estate of $20 million. No one could find the next of kin, there didn't seen
to be a relative anywherecouldn't find anybody. So the solicitor decided that he was going to hire a private
investigabr. And he rang the firm and the firm said: 'Well, we have one woman. She'll find out who it is.
That's for sure'. And after a few weeks and a few months, in the private investigator's office he rang throug
to this young lady who was travelling all oveetcountry, trying to find the inheritor of this $20 million. He

got her on the phone and he said: 'Well, have you found him yet?'. She said: 'Yes!. He said: 'When can |
come into the office and sign the papers and claim what's his?'. She said th@orifess we're finished our
honeymoon!'. Isn't that right? That was her way of getting into that inheritance! But isn't it worRdsmful

it? - that we don't have to get into our inheritance! We don't have to thieve it. We don't have to, like Jacol
whos name means ‘wriggler', to wriggle into the blessing of God, try to buy it, try to dupe or con God into
blessing us, because we are blessed! It's just getting into the realisation of it.

One of the mighty blessings that we find in verse 8 is this: wisdwok at it: 'He has abounded toward us

in all wisdom'. The Greek word is the word 'sofia’ (sp?) and it simply means this: wissiofia - is the
knowledge which sees into the heart of things, which knows them as they really are. Think of that! God ha
blessed you and | with wisdom so that we see things, and we ought not to see things simply on the outwa
appearance but He has given us His ability to be able to look into the very heart of things. Isn't that the
difference between us and the world? ©mought to be! That we simply don't look on the outward
appearance, on the bright lights, on the attractive smell of the things of this world, but we can see deeper in
the very venomous bite of the serpent Lucifer himself. He has abounded toward lugvisdam...and
prudence.

Look at it...that word prudence could be translated 'insight’ or ‘intelligence’. It's the Greek word ‘fronessus
(sp?). It means this: the understanding and discernment that leads to right action. Understanding intelligen
thatwill lead you to live aright, and live a life that is pleasing to Christ. Now let's put them together for a
moment: wisdom and prudeneéhe Godgiven ability to look into the heart of things, not to be taken up by
what men are on the outside, or whahdls are on the outside. And also the ability to have the discernment
to realise what is needed to walk in holiness and a life that is righteous and pleasing to God. Christian, yc
have those things but are you walking in the reality of them? God knotwsdh@eed men of discernment in
these days. We need women and young people of discernment. But let me say this: that discernment and
gift that it is can only be nourished when we saturate ourselves in the word of God. You see, if you do nc
saturate yorself and your veins become 'bibline’ with Holy Scripture, you will never be given a knowledge
of what the mystery of God's will is. God's will is in God's word.

Now to give you an illustration of what it is to have a spirit of discernmantl you allhave it, you maybe

don't cultivate it, or use it, in the way that you ought but you know what it is. When you come and you
confront something that is unorthodox, and it's as if there's a tug within your soul and you realise (you can
put it into wods), but there's a feeling within the depths of your being that there's something not right abous
that. We need holy discerners in these days. Now listen! I'm not talking about legalistic big brothers (we'v
got enough of them) but spiritual men who cae past the facade, spiritual women that can weigh up what
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is spiritual and of God and not carnal of the flesh and of man. That can be summed up in this: absolut
holiness. The New Testament writer put it like this: 'to have the mind of Christ'. What'snyadilike?

Could it be in any way conceivably described as the mind of Christ? ‘Let this mind be in you, which was als
in Christ Jesus' and if we are to be united and, Paul says, 'of one mind', the only mind that we have to be
united in is not the pasts mind, is not the elder's mind, but the mind of Christ, and Christ alone.

'He hath abounded', look at it, ‘toward us in all wisdom and prudence'. If you put these two things together c
you know how you could sum it up? Simply this: seeing things f&md's standpoint. Is that what you do in

life when you're confronted with things, when you're confronted with decisipeshaps lifethreatening
decisions you may see it as? What way do we look at things? Do we crumble because we are standing in «
own flesh- that we are standing in the rock of our feelings and our circumstances; and we're only happy an
rejoicing in the Lord when things are going our way? Or do we look at things from God's standpoint? It's
wonderful to read in this verse that it wasgrace that God chose us. He chose us in Christ, in grace. We
learned that it was in grace, and grace alone, that God predestinated us to one day be like His blessed S
We learned that it is in grace that the blood of Christ was shed for us.

But therés more. Added to all of thislook at the verse in grace, the riches of His grace, He has super
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence. | want you to grasp this. This means that we have be
trusted with the mind of God. We have been given Hasg His counsels, His revealed will and purposes
for us and for the world that lies around us. He wants us to know His-glaaglans for us individually, the
plans for His church corporately, and the plans for the cosmos universally. We thoughitritlamy- didn't

we?- as we looked at election and predestination, that God should take a sinner like you and like me an
should have us as companions. Do you remember that God would have me as a companion? And then
not only that, but that God shldl have me in His family by adoption and should make me a son, and should
love me as much as He loves Christ, and give me everything that He has given Christ! But more than all the
He has brought you and | into His confidence. He has shared with pitisethat He has 'for all things in
Christ'. Do you know what that means? We not only ought to be saved, but we ought to know that we'r
saved. We not only ought to know that we're saved, but we ought to know how we have been saved. N
only how we've bae saved but what we have been saved to do. Ephesians tells us in verse 8 that God h:
given us all that knowledgehow He saves us, why we're saved, what it took to savend therefore, as
another apostle put it: 'We can know the things that areyfgpetn to us'. Does that not make you rejoice?
Does that not make you want to praise the Lord?

Can | ask you: do you appreciate what God has done for you? Now | mean really appreciate. That from tf
depths of your soul there is a cry of worship andgeraind adoration that can't even be put into words, you
can't explain what it is, but it's a burning within your soul continually. Even when you come to God, and you
can't find words with which to speak to Him, but you know that He can read in the depths beart there

is a spiritual gratitude. Do you have it? Because you need it. If you're going to be on fire for God, if you're
going to be used by God, if you're going to know the power of God through your life and the blessing that i
available at youdisposal in Christ, oh, you've got to be moved by it! You know, the angels in all their might
and (think of it) in all their awesome radiance and holingbgy are still learning the wisdom of God, but

we have had sup@&bounded to us all the wisdomll Mis plans! All His purposes! We are object lessons for

the angelic beings as they look down and wonder at the fact that the Almighty God that they know all so we
could love and redeem people like you! But, praise His name, He did it! And praiserks Ha's still

doing it! How did John describe this gratitude from within? This is what he says, 1 John 3 verse 3: 'Even
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure'. There's the two things: you are pure
Christ- you're in Chrst! You're sanctified in Christ, but what we need to do is come into the realisation of
what we have in Christand when we realise it, it changes us down here in this sinful awful world. He's
pure, but as he gets to grip within his soul the purity of thatls in him, and what God has done for him in
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the blessings of God in Christ, he purifieth himself. Praise the Lord that He hath abounded to us in a
wisdom and prudence.

But then verse 9the mystery of His will revealed again. Verse 9: 'Having nmiad®vn unto us the mystery

of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself'. This is the object and the
subject of what He has abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence. This is what He has give
imparted, brought us iatHis confidence within: the mystery of His will. Let's look at it: 'Having known the
mystery of his will'. Now I've said to you before but we need to really recap on it, that this word 'mystery’
that we find so often within Paul's epistle here and througthe word of God it doesn't mean something
mysterious. It doesn't mean something -&ayy tale, something eerie, something spooky. That's not what it
means, but it simply means a sacred secret that was previously unknown. Something, a treasevey that
had been opened, that humanity or God's people had never looked into or entered into or known eve
intellectually, whether or not emotionallybut now God has revealed it. That's a mystery. Something that
was never known. Something that was hiddern,something that God has made known and God has opened
and we- praise Him!- have found in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now this is the dominant theme of Paul's epistle
to the Ephesians: the truth, the mystery hidden through all time, of Christ and Céliasitsship with His
church.

There are many mysteries we read about within the word of God. You'll read within the New Testamen
about the mystery of the kingdom of heaven. Then there is the mystery of lawlessness and sinfulness tr
abounds in our nain today. There is the mystery of Babylon the Grehat world power, religiously, that

will take over the world. Then there is the mystery of Christ and His church that we're reading about here
There's the mystery within Thessalonians of the raptutBeothurch: something that we do not read of in
the Old Testament, that was not known to those Jewish people, but has been revealed to us in our day, in
time, through the Lord Jesus. There is the mystery of Israel's present rejection. You can ueatdimbo
Romans chapter 11: how God, for a season, has taken them out of the blessings and has engrafted
Gentiles into God's plan, into God's mysterious will.

All those things were things that were previously unknown to a latter blatynow, in Chist, we have been
blessed through all the blessings in the mystery of God's will, revealed in Christ. That's why Paul says, in
Corinthians chapter 4 and verse 1, that we have become 'the stewards of the mysteries of God'. Not only I
He taken us into Hisonfidence, and He has given all wisdom and abounded it and lavished it upon us, anc
all the spiritual insight that we can hold and handle if we would only take it. But this very fact is this: that,
through all that wisdom, there is this channel of time primary thing that He has revealed to us, something
that has never ever been told of in all the Old Testament. It was in the types and the pictures, but we have
all in Christ. We enter into the reality of it. We know what it is to know Him and vpeople who never

knew God, a pagan heathenistic race in our very blood, we have been made the stewards of the mysteries
God.

'Having made known unto us the mystery of his wilhd here it is 'according to his good pleasure which

he hath purposed himself'. Now we could easily skip over that, but it would be very wrong. You see we've
come across this phrase time after time: according, according to the good pleasure as He hath purposec
Himself. You know, this whole universe and, indeed my ttjgrour life and this church and everything that
pertains underneath God under the siils like a ship in the vast ocean that is going from one continent to
another. And the men and the women, and the boys and girls, and the crew and the enginberengimeg

men and everyonethey're all running about. They're doing their own thing: while some are awake, some are
asleep, while some are eating, some are playing gaaflesorts of activity within this vessel. But that vessel

will go to its destinabn. My friend, that is God's sovereignty, nothing can spite it and it will come despite
you and [, for God will work out His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself. You see, if God
purposed His pleasure in you and I, we'd be in trouble and s&dwei If that verse said that God,
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according to His good pleasure hath purposed all the mystery of His will and His plans in you and Davic
Legge and the Iron Halland | say this reverentlyGod: He would have to forget about it. But the mystery

of His will is that He can perform it in His sovereignty, in His dignity and His deity despite you and me!
What a God we have! Our God doesn't need to wait on you to lift a hand for Him. Oh, yes He's chosen th:
that's the way it should be, but if you're not gpto get up and do anything don't think that God's going to
let those people get lost. Just like He left Israel and He choseewsr you forget this He can leave you or

[, not in salvation but in blessing, and He can raise up another.

He is sovergn. He is God and shall the clay, shall the thing formed dictate to the Creator of the universe?
Verse 10, he describes even more that His will and the mystery of it is being revealed gradually. He's teasit
it out, He's painting a picture to us througdls good pleasure of His will in Himself. This is it: 'That in the
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are i
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him'. What is the mystery of His eiiskthe answer, He gives it

to us in verse 10 succinctly, compactly. He gives it to us in this one verse: that in the dispensation of th
fulness of times He should gather together in one, all things in Christ Jesus.

Now we need to look at this littword for a few moments: ‘dispensation’. What does it mean? I'm not going
to go into it in too much depth, but it's important that we understand it. It's translated a number of way:
within our New Testament. We find it as the word in our English langustgeudrdship’, the word translated
‘order’, ‘administration’. The Greek word that means dispensation and all these things is 'hoiconaima’ (sp?).
is the word that we get our English word ‘economy' from. Now what is an economy? An economy is simply
an ordeed condition of things. Another way of translating it would be ‘administration’. You hear all the time
about the 'Unionist administration’, don't you? 'The Labour administration' or the "Tory administration'
previously as it was. The idea behind dispdngsat this Greek word- is the idea of government and
administration. In fact the Greek word was used day by day in the Greek home, and this very word was ust
as a name for the house servaiftyou want to call her a maid or a butlethe person who nmaged the
affairs of the house. The one who saw to it that the family affairs ran smoothly, that there was enough fooc
that everything was washed, that everything was cleaned and done well, everything was in its order! Tha
what this word means.

So whd's Paul trying to say? That in the dispensation, the administration, the management, of the fulness
times, God might gather together all things as one in Christ. What is it? Listen to this my friend: God is in
control! God is the divine manager of #tlings! He dispenses that which happens in His universe! He
administrates it! He holds all things in order! He is the great God and steward of all things! There are man
problems in this building, and some of them are so genuine that it breaks ourdneaets think about them.

But many of the problems that we face are simply this: that we cannot rest in the sovereignty of God. It's n
something to pontificate about or to have as a pet doctrine to impress people. It is something that's meant
go from your head to your heart so that you say: 'Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him'. Do you know my
friend that whatever circumstances are in your life, whatever's happening, whatever the Devil or God may &
permitting to enter into your life whatever it $ do you know that, through it all, God is in control? That
through it all there is a mystery of the will of God. But what Paul is specifically getting at here is: when the
fulness of times come to pass other words, something is going to happéhere is the mystery of God's

will, that there is a day coming and at the appropriate time God will (as He says [in] verse 10) 'gathe
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on the earth; even in him'.

| hope, as the Glstian church in Jesus Christ, that we don't share in the pessimism of this lost world. G.N.
Clarke, in his inaugural lecture at Cambridge University, said these warts | quote: 'There is no secret
plan in history to be discovered. | do not beliekattany future consummation could make sense of the
irrationalities of preceding ages'. 'There is no plan! God has no purpose! All this chaos, all this
meaninglessness is just running together and it's just going to end in a big bang and we're allegming to
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and there's no purpose to any of it'. Is it any wonder Paul said in the book of Romans: 'Professing themselv
to be wise- a lecturer in Cambridge University! But the dustman in Christ can know more than that: that all
things, all things, are runrgntogether in the mystery of the will of God. We can say better than this
intellectual- we can say like Paul that 'He has abounded toward us. He has made known to us, frail childre
of the flesh, people from a pagan background that never knew God iifeaun Imatter what religion we're

from. He has revealed to us the mystery of His divine counsels and will, that in one day on this earth He wi
bring all things togetherone in Christ'!

God's plan (and this is beautiful) is for Him to sum up evergtinrHis Son. That's it! Jesus Christ! He's not
only every blessing that we have, and that we derive every blessing in the Christian life from. But He is whg
everything that exists will be summed up in. At the moment of tithe fulness of time the adhority of

Christ that is trodden in the dirt and spat upon; the authority of Christ that is laughed at in our world, that i
degraded and blasphemethat authority will be declared by everyone. Can you think of that? It's hard to
think of today, but lete tell you it is coming! And it will be recognised, it will be acknowledged on the
earth and in the ageat the end of all things in heaven and in eawh things will be under the headship of
Christ.

That ought to thrill your soul! But can | askyy, as we think about that beautiful truth, can | ask you: do you
know the headship of Christ? | need to be careful but, oh, I know you can turn me to 1 Corinthians chapte
11, and | know that you can tell me that the head of the man is Christ, anddref Heawoman is the man.

And because of that the woman ought to have her head covenddhat's Biblical doctrine, for the angels
remember we are the object lessons of the grace of God, and it says it's for the fihigeis] one of the
reasonghat the ladies do that. But can | address you men for a moment? | would vouch to say that some «
you that do your nut about the ladies having their head covered know nothing about the headship of Christ
their life. Works both ways headship! He is yar head. He rules you oh man! He tells you where to go,
what to do, what to say, what to be, what to live! Do you know anything of the headship of Christ in your
life? Wouldn't it be tragie think about it- that one day in the fullness of time when Gaohds all things
together in Christ Jesus, and every knee will bow and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and you look at eve
knee bowing and you, as a child of God, recollect that there was never a time in your Christian pilgrimag
down here on earth d you knelt before God and Christ, and said: 'Lord, | surrender all'? I'm not talking
about being saved, I'm talking about total surrender to everything that God wants in your life. Wouldn't it be
awful if the very Devil himself's doing it on that day,dawe've never done it with the grace of God in our
hearts down here?

What a time this will be! Let's rejoice in it! Let's think about it! A time when Christ's name will no longer be
trodden down, when all the unchristian things will be put down andveay &r the last. When everything
against God, and in the face of God, will be exterminated and extinguished and then all ttiengerd of

God says 'in heaven and on earth will be brought together in Christ'. Think about it! Ever since the world
began sin (we thought about it last evening with regards to marriage), sin has ripped, destroyed, degrade
depraved everything in our lives and in our world. And the first man was separated from God, and then ma
was separated from man (Able and Cain), amoh thation was separated from nation through- sind all

this separation! Then God had to come in through Abraham and separate a nation unto Himself and make
Jewish race- and there was a difference then between Jew and between Gentile. And evehesince t
beginning of time sin has made a separation on all fronts: Brgtise Him!- there is a day coming when
everything previously separated will be made one in my Lord Jesus Christ. Itssimtiet?- but all around

us, all that we see is divisioneBveen Jew and Gentile even today, black and white, rich and poor, educated
and uneducated. In all this true world around us, what is true of that world can be said, inwardlgwdrus

the children of God that (as one writer has put it): 'Every persa@ walking civil war'. That there is a
struggle even in the depths of our soutstension between sin and righteousness, between right and wrong,
honesty and lies, passion and reason, Christ and thifesgelihe old nature and the new.
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But isn't itglorious to praise Him, to exalt Him and adore Him! That there is a day coming, that all that was
realised and guaranteed within His own blood at the erba4dll enter into! And there is a day coming when

all these divisions will be wiped out. Now naticthis isn't talking about salvation. It's not talking about the
division between the saved and the lo#tat one day that will be wiped out. Paul's not talking here about
universal salvation that everybody will be saved in the end and God will retereverything to Himself.

It's talking about universal domination and dominion by Gtitht's what it's talking about. Paul speaks here
about the mystery of His will, and listen: the mystery of His will is the mystery of the millennium.
Something that as revealed, not in the same way ever before. Now let me say this: yes, Isaiah talked abol
it, Habakkuk and Haggai and even Obadiah, that we were looking at, talked about it. The prophets talke
about the millennium on earth, but you'll never read atimuitillennial reign of Christ in heaven. For that is

a mystery that has never been revealed until it's revealed here in our reading before us: that even the ve
cosmos, the very universe will bow to Christ. The thing that Christ has created and subtaungitbut all

the years of our life will be ordered and ruled by Him. The parallel passage in Colossians 1:16 is this: 'For b
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they t
thrones, or domions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him'. You see that
little phrase: 'and for Him'? Some people have translated it this way: 'towards i@ you got it? He is

the goal to which all things have their directibowards Him the total cosmos and universe moves. It finds
its goal in Him. This is the end for which the universe was and is created. All the universe passed from Hin
all the universe emanated from His fingers of power in creation, but all the univdremwerge again
towards the Christ.

He is the end and He is the beginning. He is the Alpha and He is the Omega. In the same way that all thin
sprung from Him at His command, so all things will return to him at His biddarmgl everything material,
spiritual will find their end in Christ. Can | ask you, as we close this evening: have you been running away
from Christ? Have you? You're maybe here and you're not saved. You're maybe here and you know not tl
reality of what it is to be born again. Or nb@yyou're a ChristianChristians, and you're running away from
Christ's lordship in your life. Well let me say this: you can't run away forever, and wouldn't it be better if you
bowed to it here on earth than waited for that day, in the consummatitritongs, when it will happen at

the end of the age?

A Vincent van Gogh painting entitled: 'Still Life with Flowers' was sold a few years ago for $1.43 million in
Chicago. But, you know, that painting hung in a suburban home in Milwaukee for decades inherited

in 1955 and for 30 or so years it hung there and the people thought it was only a copy. My friend, you hav
all the blessings that God coulshow listen- God could give you, and they're in you! You have the deposit

of it in your soul by tke Holy Ghost...when are you going to enter into it? | hope you're not going to wait till
you're up there. Cause it's no use down here up there. It's in you here and now my friend, because it c
affect, like an atomic explosion, everyone around you, ewveryo your home, everyone in the assembly,
everyone in your land, because you are blessed in heaven as if you were in heavgaura\blessed there

in Him! Glory be to His name!

Our Father, we thank Thee that there is a day when He will have #emprence and everything in this
world - evil and sacred God will channel through to His own divine purpose and will. We thank Thee that
it's not just something that we look at universally, but Lord we look at individually, and we take that promise
that al things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are the called according to His
purpose. Lord, help us to rest in Thy sovereignty and help us to know Thine appointed Saviour more an
more each day. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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and we hope and trushé@ we ask the Lord that He will bless us as we meet with Him and around His
word to see what He has to say to us this evening. We're turning again to Ephesians chapter
Ephesians chapter 1, and we'll take time to read from versad you'll be glad t&now that we're going to
get down to verse 14 this evening, and that's one section. It's taken us six weeks to get there, but hopefl
we've been blessed as we've been going through each little truth that the Lord has for us in this little book.

I et me welcome you to our Bible Study here this evening in the Iron Hall. It's great to see you all out,

Versel: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to tt
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Chri
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lordigéshrist, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that w
should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us erm@tdaption of children

by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, tf
forgiveness of singccording to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom
and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which h
hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the felloEsmes he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: In whom also we hav
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all thirngs after t
counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that y
believed, ye were sealed withathholy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory".

If you have the sheet that you were given last week (maybe you got another one on the way in) yat'll see tr
we only got to the first point in our studies last week: verses 8 to 10. We learned what the mystery of Hi
will is, we learned what a mystery is within Biblical termthat a mystery is something that was hidden
within the Old Testament scriptures tim one ever knew, not even the Jews, but in the New Testament, in
our times, those hidden things of old have been revealed through the Lord Jesus Christ. We learned that 1
mystery of His will is that all things, all plans, all His counsels, all theuainstances in this world are being
channelled together like rivers into the ocean to one specific purpose of the sovereign God. It's found i
verse 10: 'That in the dispensatiethe economy, the administratierof the fulness of times [God] might
gathrer together in one'everything that is divided within this planet and universe, God is going to bring it
together in one "...all things in Christ Jesus, both which are in heaven, and which are on the earth; even ir
him'.

Quickly let us look at the reainder of what we have on our sheet, because it's important as we look at our
study this evening verses 11 to 14 that we understand a few basic distinctions within the word of God.
Paul says this great plan of God that has been working down all éise thgt in the dispensation of the
fullness of times God in the millennial kingdom is going to bring everything together. Jesus Christ is going
to have control over all things, He will rule over the world that is now in chaos. He goes on and he describe:
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as we have it on our sheet, the mystery as it is applicable to the different sections of God's people dov
throughout all time. First of all verse 11 and 12He talks to and about the Jews. 'In whom also we have
obtained an inheritance’, or we haverbagde an inheritance, 'being predestinated according to the purpose
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory,
who first trusted in Christ'.

Now notice that! Paul saysin verse 11 anderse 12- he uses the pronoun 'we'. Now look at verse 13: 'In
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also afte
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise'. So therasnatdin between verse 11

and 12, and verse 13. Verse 11, Paul says collectively 'we have obtained’, or, 'we who were made
inheritance'. If you were to turn to Deuteronomy 9 (you don't need to do it, I'll read it out for you) and verse
29, Deuteronomy?2 and verse 9, you find this said of God's children Israel: Ye, "Yet they are thy people and
thine inheritance...for the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance". The Jews in th
Old Testament when God, in the book of Exodugvealed to Moses and the children of Israel who He was
by His covenant name 'Yahweh' or 'Jehovah’, He told Israel that they would be His gem, His treasure
possession that Israel, chosen race among all the world, would be a treasure unto Him. So yhasee
Paul's saying in verse 11: 'We', one day in the Old Testament, 'were made an inheritance to God. We we
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will, tha
we', the Jews, 'should be to the peadf His glory who first trusted in Christ'. Who first trusted in Christ?
The Jews. Isn't that right? The apostles were Jews. The first chiliate that believedwere in Jerusalem,

and Paul is saying: 'We were the ones who first trusted in Christuld even be translated: 'felneped in
Christ'. The Jews and the prophets and the scribes, before Christ was ever born, they all looked forward a
‘fore-hoped' to the day when Messiah would come.

The word of God tells us and the New Testament opprthe mystery; that most of the Jews rejected the
Lord Jesus Christ. Only a handful of them believed, but there is a day coPaud says when all will be

made one in Christ. And Paul tells us again, and enlightens upon it in Romans 11:26, thgttboged2ews

will look upon Him whom they have pierced and all Israel shall be saved. So Paul, in verse 11 and 12, spea
of the Jew. And then you look in verse 13 because this is the mystery, not just of thbaketive Jews who
rejected Christ were mo believing, but the mystery of the Gentile. 'In whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation'. This is a mystery! That the Gentiles, the pagans, tt
heathens that worshipped gods of stones and the spiritgioffathers- those who had previously been
described as the filth of the earth: they had now also heard the gospel? They had now also believed Go
word and, wonder of wonders, the mystery that the Gentiles now could actually be made an inheritance
God. We are God's inheritance! The mystery as it's carried out further in the book of Ephesians (and we’
look at it in later weeks) is this: in the fullness of times God will bring the Jew and Gentile together in His
new heaven and His new earth. And thgstary of the church is this: that both Jew and Gentile are brought
together in the personin the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Those two words are beautiful in verse 13,
aren't they? 'In whont¥ in whom, in Him, in Christ, in the beloved, in Jesusri§th Christ Jesus. Paul
continually talks about this relationship: how we are planted in Christ, and everything that wehgavery

fact that all things will unite together in Christ one day, the fact that we who were cast off of God, we had nc
hope n the world before Christwe have been given all the blessings of God in Christ Jesus.

But we're going to home in specifically this evening on your fourth point there: the mystery of both, the
mystery to both the Jew and the Gentile. Look at vers@r&tpf all verse 13 to get the context: 'In whom

ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that y
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of outairdeeuntil the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory'. | want us to look at this verse 1
because it tells us the order of how these Gentile people from Ephesus got saved. It tells us, indeed, h
anyone gets converted:éYalso trusted after that ye heartiearing! 'You heard the word of truth’, hearing
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the word of God. 'You had faith', you believed the gospmhd after you believed the gospel, you were
sealed by the Spirit. Paul traces their steps, their birth pamgs they came into life in Christ as Gentiles.
They heard the glorious good news of the gospel, they believed in Christ, and then the Holy Spirit, the thir
person of the Trinity came the Spirit of promise and sealed it. Turn with me to John chaptedahn
chapter 7, because here we have the Lord Jesus Christ, in His own words, anticipating the day when sucl
thing would be seen. John chapter 7 and verse 37: 'In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
cried, saying, If any man tht, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water'. 'If any man thirgh't that the cry of the
glorious gospel of Christ? Isn't it? 'If any man thirst let home unto me', Christ says. And God has given

us this glorious gospel to proclakrthis gospel of the word of Godand we are to take it and proclaim it,
shout it from the mountaintops and the housetops that 'Jesus saves, Jesus, saves'. Paul teisns thaR

this is the formula of faith: 'Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of thatls the order! The

order that Paul lays down in Ephesians: 'In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth'. Jol
puts it, in his gospeih chapter 1 and verse 12, like this: 'But as many as received him, to them gave he
power’, or the privilege, 'to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name'.

It's wonderful, isn't it? To have the word of God, isn't it? You see if erewo stand up here, and even if we
knew Christ and tried to convince men and women that they needed to know Him too, we would waste oL
time for all eternity- because it would be useless because it is not our word that makes the difference. W
can't crate the anxious thought, but it's the powerful hammer and sword of the word of God. And to think
that Paul describes it in this verse 13 as the 'word of truth'. Every word of it, every wit of it is full ofitruth

is true! It instructs in the weightiettuths of life and of eternal life, salvation. It, itself, publishes the glad
tidings of salvation, it contains the offer of it, it shows you how you can get to it! It gives you the power to
trust in Christ, and the blessed Holy Spirit of the living Gedders the reading and the preaching of the
word of God effectual unto salvation. Indeed it is the word of truth alrightl, oh, how we should cherish

it! For men and women of bygone dayand we forget it all too easilyhave shed their blood uponeth
pages of holy writ because they wanted us to get it!

| wonder do you get tired of hearing the gospel preached? Do you? You hear it every Sunday night. Yo
might hear it maybe more than thaa couple of times a week and you get fed up with it andtlyimk:

'‘Well, | am saved and | don't need to hear this all the time'. | wonder have you, as a believer, lost the thrill
it? Have you forgotten what it was like to be lost in your sin and without hope, without God? What it was
like to feel your sin weigihg you down and you could do nothing about it? What it was like to have your
eyes lifted by the Holy Ghost to the cross where the bleeding Lamb was dying? What it was like to realis:
that He was there for you? Have you forgotten? My friend, that is somgeliat you need to get before your
eyes every day. You need to get to the cross every day! For if you don't get to the cross every day, you
never take up your cross and follow Him.

Are you convinced of the power of the gospel? Are you? The powerstla the word of God do you

really believe, as Paul says, that it is the dynamus, the power, the dynamite of God unto salvation to eve
one that believeth? The preaching of the gospel is what saves! We live in a day of drama but, you knov
drama is ot the word. Jesus Christ was the word, this is the written wbrd you'll not find a word in
drama. And to think of this fact: that Paul the great apostle, in the day in which he lived, theatre was the chi
medium of entertainment. Do you not think Wweuld have used it? Why did he not? Because God hadn't
ordained it! But God tells us what works! He says that He has ordained the foolishness of preaching to sa
them that believe. We are not born, Peter says, of corruptible seed, but we are bormgitinEby the

word of God which liveth and abideth forever. Do you realise that this is a living book? Do you? It is alive!
It can talk to you! It can lead you! It can guide you! Its very words can protect you! And even if you don't
read it- the Gideos will tell you- that when it gets into peoples' hands it changes their lives! Can | plead to
you young people? Oh, for a band of young people today who will plead with a compromising church anc
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say. 'Take your rubbish and give me the word!. My youngsg@ian, if you don't have a thirst after the word

you need to look into your heart. The whole church at large that wants to sideline our epileguerd of

God- needs to look at what they're living. Is it a falsified, hypocritical life, or is itittef God in Christ? |

am utterly, utterly sold out and convinced that there is power in the preaching of the gospel, in the Spirit
the living God. But I'll tell you something else that | am utterly convinced about: if the cure doesn't come in
contactwith the helpless, it's useless. You know that the Roman Catholic Church (and God will damn then
for it) locked up this precious book for centuries and it didn't do anybody any good. But when Wycliffe was
burnt at the stake, and they burned him and hifeBjland they took his ashes and they threw [them] into the
Severn River. And little did those papists know that as they did that, the very Bible that was in his bones we
going to every area, every tovlend, every city within the whole of Britain becaubere's power in the
open, preached word of God. It is the light of the world!

But can | say to you, do you know what we do with the light of the world? We shine it where there already is
light. Don't we? We take it and shine it into the places thab@aening like the sunthe bright places and

then we stand back and expect to see results. But the word teaches that you've got to shine it into the deej
darkness and bring the dark souls into the vicinity of where the light is being shone. Susedigitlight
because of darkness around it. Isn't that right? C.T. Studd, the great missionary, said this:

‘Some like to stay within the sound of church and chapel bell,
But I'd rather run a rescue shop within a yard of Hell"!

Do we preach the word? Anyou know, preaching the word is like teachingften used to think about my
teachers, that they weren't teachers at all, because they're only teachers when you learn! And, my friends,
are only preaching the gospel if the lost are hearing it. Dgowwhere the sin is? Do we go, like the Lord
Jesus Christ, to where the sinners are? Because where sin abounds grace doth much more abound. Can
to almighty God this evening, '‘God save us from a respectable epoirodp Christianity!. Oh, that God
would restore us to make this place perhaps what it was one hundred years ago: a rescue mission! A cer
where broken, damned souls were mended by the blood of Christ, by the power of the HolwBaré
hell-bound lives were saved! May God loose aurgues! May God loose our feet and our hands to shout
aloud and to cry aloud in the street the great grace and gospel, and opportunity of the grace of God to all w
will come and believe. | believe that we have caved in to the pressure today of thef spleitance in our
society. | really do, | believe we're afraid! We're afraid of the world and what they'll do, we're afraid of what
our family and our friends will say: 'He's shoving religion down my throat agamd we cave in. We are
caught, as thevord of God says, 'in the snare that is the fear of man'. We have listened to the prophets o
modern evangelism who tell you not to speak of hell but of a 'lost eternity’, to speak not of sin but of
'mistakes’, to preach not the shed blood of Christ biyta'giving of a life for others', to preach not a life of
holiness but a 'life of wholeness and happineg's very subtle, isn't it? But then we wonder why the light
isn't shining into the darkness. God, give us a fearless, fiery, fervent barehoh@rs and proclaimers and
Christians who will resist unto blood, striving against sin!

| wonder has God been speaking to you in recent days through the word of God about the lost around o
district? | know He's been speaking to me, and some peoptedoave to me and expressed how God has
been speaking to them. And can | say to you as an assembly: Let's do something! They're lost! They"
drowning in their sin! They're going into the fires of an eternal hell, never to get another chance! Let's dc
somehing! Don't ask me what, but let's do something rather than nothing! I'll be honest with you: there are
times when | am before God that | can almost feel my hands dripping with the blood of the lost! D.L. Moody
- he was often criticised for his methodsewfingelism, and even his making appeals and altar-caild do

you know what his reply was? 'My way of doing it's better than your way of not doing it'. Brethren, let's do
something!
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Rudyard Kipling, the poet, writes regarding William Booth, the fourmfethe Salvation Army. Listen to

this! And can | say to you: after | preached the gospel last evening and ministered yesterday morning, anc
got up this morning ready to get before God in the word of God for the Bible stutign't feel like it. |
wondered how | was going to get the energy and what God was going to have to do! And this came to me
this word here that I'm going to share with yoand | had a jump in my step! Listen to this! Rudyard
Kipling says of this great old man: 'l saw him wallibackward in the dusk over an uneven wharf; his cloak
blown upwards, tuligashion over his grey head. And while he beat a tambourine in the face of the singing,
weeping, praying crowd who had come to see him off, | talked much with General Boothtdatisgyage

and | expressed my distaste of his appearance at the whalfi't like the way he was doing it. "Young
fellow', he replied listen: 'if | thought | could win one more soul to the Lord by walking on my head and
playing the tambourine with mipes I'd learn how!". Isn't that it? Have you a love for the lost that you'll
preach the gospel? These Ephesians heard it, but they heard it because it was preached to them. How s
they hear without a preacher?

An examining committee composed of nsiters had met together to look at the qualifications of Billy
Sunday. He was going to be ordained as a gospel minister. And among all the other questions that were fir
at him in that interview, the wordthmous baseball player was requested to identifg this great church
father in church history was, and they named him and asked him to say something about his writings ar
about his life- and Billy was stumped. After fumbling around for a moment he, with a twinkle in his eye,
said 'I've never heard dfim. He was never in my team'and they didn't know what to do. And after a
moment's deliberation one of the men turned to the others and said: 'l think we should ordain this man. Yc
know why? Because Billy Sunday has won more souls for Christ tharhtbie shangbang of uslisn't that

what matters? It's not how much you know, it's who you know! It's the fact that you're consumed with ar
atomic fire of the love of Christ and the love for souls, so much so that you'll give them a chance! Give then
a chance.

'In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sahatidriere's the

next part | want you to see'in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with the holy Spirit of
promise’. Now | want you to netsomething in this passage: the Authorised Version of the scriptures that we
love so much is a little misleading in this verse, because some have looked at it and seen: 'after ye believ
ye were sealed with the holy Spirit'. And they've deduced thatighes experience that you have after
conversion, and you have to wait for it. But look at the verse previous, Paul says: 'In whom ye also truste
after that ye heard the word of truth’, so they trusted after they heard the word of God, 'the gospel of yot
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed'. So if you took that line of thought that that word 'after'
literally means 'way after', you would say that these believers got saved twice: after they heard the word ¢
truth and then after they believeBlut what's Paul getting across? That this was somethimghis verse-

this conversion experience was something that happened altogether in a moment. This is tru
christening...you've heard of christening, haven't you? Some believe that it's beingtdbdhe church of
Jesus Christ, but this is true christening: being sealed by the Holy Spirit of God, and where the name of
father or a mother is not put upon you, but the name of Christ! It's like the farmer putting his dye mark on th
sheep, on thedkk. It's like the farmer putting that brand onto his cattle. He's marking them! He's saying:
‘They're mine. No one will take them off me. They're mine. I'm going to keep them. I'm going to look after
them'. And what the sealing of the Holy Spirit is fbe tbeliever is simply this: that God is satisfied with
Christ's cross work! And He puts a seal on it by giving you the Holy Spirit. Your gift of the Holy Spirit is the
full-stop mark; punctuation of satisfaction upon Christ's atonement at Calvaryfét'ertithan the way that

the Holy Spirit worked in the Old Testament, where He came upon someone and then He came off ther
And then he would come upon them again when they needed them, but then He would go away. This
something entirely different, wh&aul was talking about hear is what baptism, Christian total immersion,
believer's baptism means and symbolises: that we are baptised into Christ. It is the effusion of the Holy Spir

50



EPHESIANS Pastor David Legge

Himself: that He, the third person of the blessed Trinity, is givarsi@vailable to the believer according to
the promises of the Old Testament and the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit is the promised one, yet He is the same one whom all the promises are fulfilled in. Of
course, there's a difference and must make the difference between the Holy Spirit's regenerating work and
His sealing work. If you think about it like this: there's a difference between building a house and then
someone moving into the house. And God, in regeneration, comes into ltloé dguan, quickens his spirit

and He makes him a new man or woman in Chtisé temple ready to receive the Spirit. Then, at the same
moment of conversion, the Holy Spirit moves in to take possessierseals them! So many of us find these
things vey difficult to understand. So Paul gives us some imagery in these verses: he talks about a seal, al
then in verse 14 he talks about 'the earnest of our inheritance'. The seal, within these old classical days, gi\
us some instructions and illustratiortsoat how the Holy Spirit relates to us as the believer in the sealing.
You know what a seal is, you get them on letters sometimes in wax. It's the same seal that Pilate put on t
stone that was across the tomb of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a stampileege days it was a sign that was
affixed to a document to guarantee its genuineness. It was also attached to goods that were in transit, tha
they got lost the owner would know. They would be sent back to him, they would never be lost for good. I
made sure that they were protected as they went from one place to another, and also it representec
designation of office in the state. You've seen letterheads, or suitcases, or envelopes with {QPBIMS]

Her Majesty's Service, haven't you? That's what seal was. It represented that this was a guarantee of
genuineness this letter was real. It made sure that, as that letter went from one place to another, that i
would be protected, it would never be lost. It was something that had the stamp, ¢hefthenperson, the
dignitary that it represented.

Oh, how it speaks to us of our salvation! You see, the seal of the Spirit that Paul is talking abeitt here
guarantees everything that God has promiseduarantees it to us! We can be sure! Waent week after

week of the inheritance that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ in election, in predestination (one day to be lik
Christ), in adoptior so many blessings of wisdom, knowledge. We have so much in Christ according to the
riches of His grae, but the sealing of the Spirit upon our lives is God saying: 'Now, there's the receipt!
There's the guarantee'. The two ideas behind it are ownership and security. Isn't it wonderful to know that w
are not our own? That we are bought with a price,wealbelong to Christ, but not only has He His stamp on
us, but we are secure as He is in God. We are His and we are safe.

Paul adds to the analogy of the sealing and then he talks about 'the earnest of our inhexitdribat word

can be translatedn@ word 'earnest’) as the 'deposit’. What he's saying is the Holy Spirit to the believer is the
deposit, the guaranteethe word is borrowed, these days, from the commercial woitdmeant an
instalment in hire purchase. It was a token of payment ewgtine vendor that the full amount would
eventually follow and be paid. It's a similar idea to the engagement ring. It's a promise that the marriag
would come to pass, but it is greater than an engagement flangve've heard of so many marriages and
erngagements that don't come to pass, that don't reach that finabdathis is a watertight guarantee. This is

an 'earnest’. a deposit. God has covenanted with us, not just by the shedding of His Son's blood, but as
inward witness within our soul byé sealing of the Holy Spirit, that one day we will have everything that is
promised to us. God has paid the dgpayment to us, He has sealed us with the Holy Spirit, which assures
the seller of good faith we are the seller, we are receiving the HolyriSp and it gives us the good faith

that God, the buyer, one day will pay in full.

You remember those hours maylibey don't happen too often, they're special times, maybe in a meeting or
in your own quiet time, or reading a book or the word of Gahd you have a special sense of God's
presence. You know what I'm talking abetnut isn't it wonderful to think that that's only the deposit? These
things that we experienceand, | tell you, | don't think we really enter into what God wants to exparie
down here at timesbut even the fullest, the most complete experience of the living God on earth, is only a
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taste of what is going to be paid in fullness to us one day. And what an experience that will be! God calls i
through His word, 'the redempi of the purchased possession'. What is the purchased possession? It is the
inheritance. Who is the inheritance? We are the inheritance, we are God's treasure! We were once the dun
Paul said 'the filth and o8couring of all things', and at times waght to view ourselves as that. But in
God's eyes, in Christ we are His treasured possession. It's amazing how anyone could see us in that way, i
it? But in Romans chapter 8 we read all about it: that there is a day coamdghe whole earth groaaad

we have the witness of the Holy Spirit, or we ought to have, within us crying '‘Abba Father', that we are no
of this world, that we have been redeemed by soul and sjbut there is a day coming when we will be
redeemed by the body. And all of ueverything about uswill go one day to be with Christ and serve Him

- and you, my Christian friend, ought never to be happy in the world because of that, you don't belong here!

And although every Christian (and | want to stress that: every Chrissism@aled by the Holy Spirit, Paul
says in Romans 8:9: 'if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none ofybis'can't be a Christian
without the Holy Spirit. Everybody here saved is sealed in the Holy Spirit, but let me say this: for many
Christians the Spirit's presence has been buried deep in the recesses within the sanctuary of their spirit. A
that sealing that they have been given has never been let out to contaminate their whole being, to effuse ir
both their body and soul, not just thepirit, so that we can say as Paul says: 'to be filled with the Spirit'. Do
you know why that doesn't happen? If you turn to chapter 4 of Ephesthapter 4 of Ephesiansve find
another reference to this sealing in the Spirit: 'And grieve not theSmtit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption’. Why is it that in so many Christiaared | would believe 9@lus percent of

them in these days in which we livéhat they do not know the reality and the blessing of experiencing the
Spirit-filled life and walk with God? It's because there are things that grieve Him. Why did He come upon
the Lord Jesus Christ in the likeness and the form of a dove? Well, the dove has no gallbladder. Did yo
know that? There's no gall in a dove, no dil$.a pure animal, it is white. It is a timid animal, in other words
my friend, if you want to know what this ido feel His Spirit witness with your spirit that you are Higet

rid of your sin! You need to yield yourself to Him.

Let me, in conclusn, express and explain what the end of this verse means: 'the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory'. It's a remarkable thing within the New Testament, th
there are only two books that you find reference to this grehtafibeing sealed in the Spirit. You find it in

the book of Corinthians and the book of Ephesians. And it's interesting to note, within the history books, the
both cities of Corinth and Ephesus were great centres of the lumber industry in ancier tiafesf logs

would have been brought from the Black Sea (and some of you have been in Romania and you know tl
Black Sea), and those logs would have been brought down from there, and the different firms in Corinth an
Ephesus would have travelled to abbwur and they would have looked over the logs, and they would have
made their selection. Whatever logs they would have found as being fit, they would have paid a deposit, n
the whole amount but just a deposén earnest paymentand they would haveaken a knife and marked a
wedge- a cut upon the logto seal it. | think this is beautiful. Do you want to know what the redemption of
the purchased possession means? Do you want to know? Listen: they would have pushed those logs do
the river, and thewould have channelled and travelled though all the storms, through all the obstacles. And
maybe if that log could talk to you they would say: '"Am | ever going to get to this place? Am | ever going to
survive? Am | going to drown? What's going to happem&®'- but there would be a day that would come
that those logs would reach the harbour there, and those that had paid the deposit upon them would come
they would see the seal upon theand they would claim them!

What storms are you going throughRnow you can hardly see by them. We're all like that at times. You
wonder: 'Has this Christian lark any truth in it at all?'. You're maybe listening to people in your family that
are unbelievers, and you'd nearly think twice about this word and ahitigs that are talked about of the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, one day you'll be perfect, one day you'll be like Him, one day you'
see Him. You wonder: 'Will it ever come to passBut listen! The church of Jesus Christ that He bought
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with His own blood- you, individually, as His sheep and His chilgou are His purchased possession. You
are His inheritance. You are His treasure, and the moment you were saved there was never any chance of
being lost because you were sealggiaranted! You were the earnest of that inheritance! There is a day
when the redemption of your body will take placgour soul's been redeemed already, and so, really, has
your body but it hasn't been realised or consummated Yett that day will come when yowill be
transported to be like unto His glorious body! That's why Paul says here, it's 'unto the praise of his glory'. D
you know what this mark often meant? Do you know all the designer labels? You ladies know all about it!
Designer labels, or a cara BMW or a Mercedes marque, a Rolls Roya#o you know what that means?

You know what a manufacturer loves to do, He loves to come out and see his seal upon a thing and say: '
stand over that!". There's a day coming my friemesaybe He can't do it forou and me now, He can do it,
because we're in Christ, positionallyput there is a day coming when my Lord Jesus Christ, who died for
me, will look into my eyes and say: 'There's My child! I'll stand over him!

Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee tivat are saved and saved to the uttermost; that we're sure, we're
sealed, securedthe package is finishedand we're on our way. There's nothing in Heaven or on earth or
under the earth can stop that eternal journey now. But Lord help us to realisestheg blessed now in
those heavenly realms; that we can know what it is to know the Holy Spirit as the glove upon our lives; tha
we are possessed by Him and that He uses us. Lord, use us we pray, use us as a light on a hill. Help us nc
hide ourselvesinder the bushel of this building, but Lord break us loose and let us go, and give us grace an
take away our fear. For we know there's power in the name of Jesus, and we'll know that, that day, when
the moment and the split second we see His fac#,kmelw there's power because we'll be like Him. That's
the greatest miracle of all time: that we should be like Him. We thank Thee for this time and ask now that
Lord, You'll part us now in Thy blessing. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Transcribed byfrevor Veale Preach The WordJanuary 2001
www.preachthe/ord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians 1:15 -23
1. Thanks For Salvation (verses 15 -16a)
a. Faith
b. Love
2. Prayer For lllumination (verses 16b -17)
a. The Author By God
b. The Means =Through Wisdom And Revelation
c. The Subject +To Know Christ
d. The Instrument £The Eyes Of Your Heart
3. Prayer To Know Hope (verse 18b)
4. Prayer To Know Inheritance (verse 18c)
5. Prayer To Know Power (verses 19 -23)
a. Infinite (verse 19b)
b. In Christ (verses 20-23)

the Iron Hall. It's great to see you all and if you're visiting with us, maybe for the first time, we're
especially glad to see you and we hope and that you feel at home with us and that the Lord
blesses you through His own inspired book, the word of God.

N ow let me give you a warm welcome to our Bible study here, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, t

Ephesians and chapter 1, and we'll take time to read the whole chapter together to get the context of wt
we're reading this evening. Readimgrh verse 1, and we're concentrating tonight on verses 15 probably only
through to verse 19. So let's read from verse 1: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to tt
saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Gréweyde and peace, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hs
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in hil
before thefoundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure
his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace,esin he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Where
he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us theahystery

will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which at
on earth; even in him: In whomsal we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, afterythaeard the word of truth, the gospel

of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which
is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the pmaise of |

glory".

I'm out of breath, for that was one whole sentence! All we have just read was one whole sentence of prais
and now we have a fufitop. Now we look at what we're going to think about this evening. What we've just
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read was the praise of Pauldamow we're looking at the prayer of Paul. It's the first prayer of two that we
find in the book of Ephesians: "Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unt
all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making meotigau in my prayers; That the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope ¢
his caling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to-usrd who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, setchim at his own right hand in the heavenly
places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, n
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, anuirgaee

be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”.

I've entitled our message this evening as 'Paul's Prayer List For You'. There are several things that Paul prz
to God, and intercedes too@, that the children of God in the church in the city of Ephesus may have. He
prays, he implores, he pleads to God that they may know, in their Christian lives and experience, certal
things. We all ought to have prayer listand if you don't have oneoy should get one, and list down the
things day by day, or week by week, or month by month, that you want to bring before the Throne of Grace
intercede for others and pray for yourself. But | wonder if we were to take out our prayer lists, and compar
them with the prayer list of Paul, how they would compare?

If you look at what Paul asked God for, very little of ih fact none of it was physical, all that Paul prayed

for was spiritual. We might have our Aunt Aggie's big toe on our prayer lidghealdilments that we can

think of of friends and relativesand it's important that we do pray for the healing of others, and for those
who are going through physical turmoil and trial. But what Paul is indicating to this church in Ephesus, as h
begins his letter- and he's just finished a long sentence and tirade of praise to God for the great plan o
salvation from eternity past to eternity future, all that God has done and will do in Christ desuas he
comes to a prayer of intercession for th€beistians, he pleads for their spiritual need. Nothing physical, but
spiritual. Also, interestingly, Paul's prayers are not centred around himself. If you look at that list from verse
15 right through to verse 22 you'll see that, always, his praydrdieis centred around prayer, intercession,
and pleading at the Throne of Grace for others.

In a general sense there's a great deal of confusion about the whole subject of prayer. Even within the subj
of who to pray for, and what to pray for, we fimdthin our daily lives, individually, that there is a lot of
imbalance. Sometimes we're always praying for others and we never think of owselvéshink most of

the time it's more likely that we pray for ourselves and we forget about othergeltthe 4Qyearold
spinster (I hope there's no-4¥8arold spinsters in the meeting tonight!) who prayed: 'Lord, I'm not asking
just for myself, but please give my mother a-goihaw'. She was praying for others, but with herself at the
centre. If you sour the pages of Holy Scripture you will find that a study of the prayer life of the saints of
God, you will find that most of them, most of the time, centre their prayer life around others. Go to Genesi:
18 and you find there, Abraham supplicating theohler of Grace for that wicked, two wicked cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Go to Exodus 33, and Moses has just come down from the mount where God dw
and where God was giving him the law. As he came doyau remember he heard the singing and the orgy,

as he children of Israel were bowing down and bringing obeisance to a golderandlhe fell before God

and he interceded for the people, and he even asked that God would punish him so that his own people mit
be saved, so that they might have salvatitou can go through the letters of Paul and we thought yesterday,
Lord's Day morning, about Romans 9 and verse 1 where Paul prayed for his brethren, his kinsmen accordil
to the flesh his brothers and sisters in Judaism. They were praying for others.

This was a theme within Paul's epistles. Turn with me for a moment to Romans chapter 1 and verse 9. Y«
see that Paul, at the beginning of his letter to the people in RdineeChristians in Rome he writes in
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chapter 1 and verse 9: 'For God is my withedspm | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that
without ceasing | make mention of you always in my prayers'. Colossians chapter 1 and-vihesas®ne
chapter and the same verskand verse 9. At the beginning of this letter to anotheracitiyanother church,

he introduces and again he starts with the subject of praying for them: 'For this cause we also, since the d
we heard of it' - your faith- 'do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of 8 will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding’. Again in 1 Thessalonians 3 and verse 10,
Paul again, he amplifies how he prays. He says: 'I| make mention of thati'means specifically he named
their names before the Throne of Grace. He says he dithibut ceasing, continually, he didn't forget, he
didn't take a break from itall the time he was remembering them. Then here, in chapter 3 and verse 10 of 1
Thessalonians, he says: 'Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your facghaipenieict

that which is lacking in your faith?'. He prayed without ceasing. He prayed mentioning their names, and yo
think of the many people that Paul knew and Paul met and had come into contact with and led to Christ, ar
the churches and the sheeptthe was tending and looking after. But day by day, night after night, if his
time was not taken up with preaching the word of God or teaching the flock, his hreeminutes, his
moments and secondsvere taken up with bringing their names beforeTthene of Grace.

When we pray for others what do we ask for? What do we ask for? | want you to remember that in the boa
of Ephesians Paul was in prison. We looked at that in the introductory message of Ephesiaihe was
locked up under house arre¥bu think about that, and if you were there and you were writing a letter to the
Iron Hall and you'd been locked up for your faith, what would you be asking? 'Oh, pray that God will do
something miraculous! That God will break down the walls of the prisend the bars back, that He will
strike the knees of the jailers and let me go'. Not Paul! What does he pray for? He doesn't ask that they he
things that they do not already have, do you notice that? He doesn't ask that God would impart to thel
sometling that they had not been given at the moment of their conversion, but he asks, and he implores, al
he pleads to God, that God the Holy Spirit would reveal to them what they already have.

We believe, 2 Timothy chapter 3 and verse 16, that 'All scapgirgiven by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness'. Therefore, as we look at
this book in the New Testamenas we look at every book in the Bibland we see that it was spezlly,
primarily written to the church at Ephesus, we note that it is personally 'for me'. The children's chorus says:

'Every promise in the book is mine
Every letter, every word, every line'.

And that's a reality! It's all for you! And if Paul is heend he is praying it for the saints at this particular
time, that means if we believe that Paul was praying in the Holy Spirit (and he was because it's the Hol
Spirit who inspired this book and the words that we read before us in this letierpccoding to the
philosophy of prayer, if the Holy Spirit of God had inspired the heart of Paul to pray for these specific things.
that means that this is God's will for the children of God in Ephesus. And if all scripture is given by
inspiration of God and iprofitable for you and | today, that means that this is God's revealed will for you
and me. What does God say? What is the Spirit of the living God praying for you? What is He interceding
for you within the heart of Paul the apostle? What is it that Pasilbrought to his knees to pray for?

Well, let's look at the first thing: he was led. How could he not be after such a beautiful sentence of prais
and glory about election and predestination, and about redemption, and about adoption and so many thir
that we've read about already in chapter 1? How could he not thank God for their salvation? That's what |
does, and he does it in a tiad way. Look at verse 15: 'Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love unto all the gginHe gives thanks to God for their salvation by talking about faith and
love. Of course, first of all, the faith that he talks abdptstus’ in Greek (sp?)the faith is the saving faith,

the faith by which we trust. We have received a gift fromhaed of God to trust the crucified Christ: the
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bleeding Lamb at Calvary, we've received that gift of God which is eternal life, we have been saved! Bu
what Paul is also talking about is not simply that first gift of faith that we received when we \wesghm,

but he talks about how, as Christians, that we must live by faith, our life must be grounded within faith. 1
want you see this: that he was praising God that these Christians in Ephesus were grounded, knew in t
depths of their soul, that the td Jesus Christ was upholding them. They had an assurance, they had an
assurance that no matter what would fall at their feet, what troubles or trials or tribulations that they woulc
experience; what opposition or persecution would come from the emporgsdathem they knew that, no
matter what happened, it was well with their soul! They were firm, they were grounded, and because of th:
they could charge ahead with their Christian life.

| heard of a man in Canada and he was trying to cross a frosen 8t. Lawrence River. He got down on

all fours, and first of all he put his first hand ahead of him and just tested the ice, and then his second han
and gingerly he gradually got on to the ice. He crouched, trying not to put too much pressuranah b

his horror, he heard a noise behind him and he turned around to see just a team of horses coming! All |
could see was the smoke, he thought: '‘What am | going to do?', and he panicked! It was the tatan of
horses ran straight across the to the other side. He turned bright crimson, because if he had only known
how firm the ice was, he would have galloped across himself. Friends, this is what this book is all about: t
know how firm a foundation we have in Jesus Christ! To know that weotdave a firmer foundation

that everything that we have is an inheritance in Him! We do not believe in a church, we do not believe in-
creed, we do not even look to Christians, we believe, we place our faith in Jesus Christ alone! Never yo
forget that! Because | feel today that in some of our evangelical circles, and particularly in our circles, there
is a popery that is akin to the church of Rome. Looking to a church, looking to a denomination, looking to &
tradition of doctrinal interpretationmy friend, we have nothing but Christ!

Faith! When Paul saw the faith that saved him, and the faith that kept him, and when he could see, by the e
of faith, the faith that would lead them home, he turned to God and he praised Him: thanksgiving for thei
salvation. But look at verse 15, because he doesn't just mention faith, but the second thing down there
love. What's he saying? He's saying that true fadtich faith that is truly of God's Holy Spirit, that is rooted
and grounded in Christwill, and must, manifest itself in love. You find that in Galatians 5 verse 6 where
Paul again says: 'For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faitt
which worketh by love'.

An artist, on one occasion, painted a portraih erroneous portrait, it was totally falsef hell. Of course, it

was nothing like hell, because you cannot describe or paint hell. But he thought he was doing a good job, a
he put this circle of people miserable faces around the dinner tabl&hey were all sitting with their
miserable long faces looking at one another, and they had in their arms long spoons by which they couldr
feed their own mouthsand he said that this was like hell. Food on the table, a long spoon and they cannot
feed tremselves, they're being tormented and tortured. Now my friend, hell is nothing likehbiiabne

thing he got right was this: they were so preoccupied with feeding themselves that they didn't realise th:
with the long spoons they could feed each otlsrd they died because they never saw that.

The Holy Scripture is full and the New Testament is futlelievers of the church of Jesus Christ, please
listen to this: he talks about love to all the saints. He was praying to God, and praising and tHankireg

these people were savednd the evidence that they were saved was because they had love for one anothel
The Greek word that Paul uses for 'love' here is the word ‘agape’. It is the word for the love of God. Do yo
know what kind of love thas? It is the love that wills to love the unlovable! You who were in sins, dead in
your trespasses, in your filth and iniquitsod in grace and in love demonstrated in Christ Jesus, who died
for you, that He loved you. That's 'agape’ love. That is waal iB talking about. That means thiand it's

hard to take [but] you as a Christian are going to have to, if you want to show fruit that you're really saved
that the faith of God is in youyou are going to have to love people that you don't ever agtie. Oh, that's
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hard isn't it? 'It would be nice if Paul just left and dropped out that little word, 'all' the saints. Oh, | can love
some of them. Oh, | can love the separatist churches, yes, or the fundamentalist cHuahdsve them'.

My friend, listen! Don't water down God's word anywhere! All the saints! All of them! I'm not saying you
have to agree with them. I'm not saying you have to join up and make a fellowship with them. But, listen, i
they're saved, if they're washed in the blood afisElit is the same blood that washed you, my friend. It's the
same veins that brought that blood out at Calvanyd you're no more worthy of it than anyone else. All the
saints, because they belong to Hirthat's what the Lord said from His own lip8:new commandment |

give unto you: that ye love one another as | have loved you; that ye also love one another. By this shall
men know that ye are my disciples: if ye have love one to another'.

I'd love to go into the book of 1 John because therpa&saage there that says that no man has seen God at
any time- and you know the passage I'm talking abaartd how we will never really see God with our eyes.

| don't know what's going to happen in Glory, but at the moment we can't see God, He islspsit,
invisible. But John goes on to talk that we, as the temple of the Holy Ghost here on earth, are the way |
which the world around sees God with the naked-efave love one another! How much of God is the
world seeing? It's interesting that Pauhdmnes these two great realities: truth and love, and he puts them
together. Some people will tell me today that they might have faith, but they find it hard to love people.
There are people who love and they're filled with love, but they don't haveirfaitte depths. Get the
balance! Get it! That a true Christiatrue Christianity- combines sound doctrine with sound living. Think

of this: Paul is praising the spiritual success and blessing in others. That's what he's doing in reality ar
practical tems. Can you do that? Do you find it hard to look at another church and say '‘God's really blessing
them'?- and say 'Praise you Lord, | thank you Lord that you're blessing them; Lord continue to bless them
really bless them!'? It's a hard thing to do, aothetimes we can resent it when others are more blessed than
we are and more praised than we are.

But let's move on because not only does he thank for their salvation with regards to faith and love, but th
second point down on your sheet in verses d6b/tand 18 is this: that he prays for their illumination. [I]
cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesu
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation kmekgedge of him:

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, an
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints’. Now | want to pose a question to you this
evening: do you think theris a difference between reading the word of God as a book, and reading it as a
Christian should? Is there a difference? Some may say yes, some may say no, some say you need to ree
intellectually first, and academically but the word of God testifieshis evening that, yes, there is a
difference. A Christian, the child of God, when he opens this precious book he must see it as the word
God, and seek God's illumination. Paul prayed that the Christians in Ephesus may know illumination. Yes
I've alrea@ said all scripture is profitable, all scripture is Godpired, Goebreathed, as the word of God
testifies that 'Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Spirit of Bddisten! Do not make this
mistake: a merely natural man, if he picksthis book, my friend, and if he looks at it, it is possible that he
will see nothing in it. Why is that? He doesn't know the author, isn't that right? You could read the Belfas
Telegraph (as I'm sure many of you do) and you flick through it every nighfandon't really read it. But

wait till your grandchild, or your brother or sister, makes a great achievement in school or trasplonthat

do you do? You pick it up. You make sure you buy it, and then you read the article and perhaps you'll cut
out, and you'll read it over and over again and again and agairy? Because you know the person! It
means something to yewtand when the believer reads the word of God he should be looking at it, knowing
that he is indwelt by the Spirit of the living Gaahd when he reads it he should be hearing the word of God

- the very voice of Godthrough the word!

That's what Paul means when he says that we are giweought to be given the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him. I've brokep into four sections, how we receive this spirit of wisdom
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and revelation. What exactly is it? Is it a charismatic gift that's being talked about here? Something abol
dreams or a vision in the night? Is that what the word of God is speaking of hetefir§veff all, Paul tells
us very clearly that the author of this spirit of wisdom and revelation is God. That's why he thanks God
Who's he thanking for it? He says: 'l thank the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. | thank You Lord!
Verse 17: 'Tht the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unte@od'is the author.

If you are to be given this spirit of wisdom and revelation, my friend, you need to see that God is going tc
have to give it to you. There's so much workitigere's so much trying, there's so much striving, there's so
much in the flesh in so many Christian lives todand they do not see the simple reality that everything
that we have, or can have, or will have, in our faith is of God! All of it! Stafintsh! Oh, we believe the

Bible - oh, yes, that's true: but did you know that the Bible alone is not enough? Did you know that? Whai
am | saying? Well, we need God! We need God, through the Holy Spirit, to open up its truth to our mind
and to our heartsSee if | took this book and preached it, | could bind many of you up with rules and
regulations if | was not preaching knowing the reality of this book. And there are men all around the world,
in lecture theatres, in universities, in church pulpits, &eg preach from this bookbut they don't have the
Spirit of God in them, and because of if they're misinterpreting and misrepresenting the word of God. Yol
see my friend, this is what Paul is speaking of: that we need God to come as we read the wdrdraf G
reveal His truths, not simply to our minds, but to our hearts -alswd then, when He acts, the spirit of
wisdom and revelation will come to us.

God is the author! But secondly, look at the means. The means that we know God, and are abl@allo know
the intricate details of spiritual life, and life in and about the Lord Jesus Christ, is through the means of thi
spirit of wisdom and revelation. Now this Greek word ‘revelation’' here is the word that seems to indicate
'insight and discernment'. This something that the Holy Spirit gives to the believer. 'He who will lead you',
the Lord Jesus said, 'into all truththat, as you read the word of God, He comes and He brings the mysteries
of divine truth to our souls. We find it in 1 Corinthians 2se14 and 16: 'But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they a
spiritually discerned'. That's the same idea that Paul is talking here about revelatiorusthcome from

God! 'For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ'.
That's what Paul meanshat we have been given the mind of Christ, the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
that when we read the wood God we have the Gegiven ability to see Christ, to see God, to learn about
these spiritual worlds, spiritual realms and things.

The author is God; the means is the spirit of wisdom and revelation, but thirdly look: the subject, the reaso
why we'regiven this ability, is to know Christ. Oh, that some people would get this! It's not to know the
future. It's not to know the date the Lord is coming back. It is to know-Fkhom to know is life eternal’!
Friend, this is not knowledge in general, theg't mere intellectual knowledge on its owifor that is no

good, and good for nothing! But this is the knowledge of Him, the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now
the Ephesians had already been given divine knowledge and a divine revelation, thegrhadved. Paul
thanked God for their faith, and that is a divine revelation of God where the Holy Spirit:

‘Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,

| woke, the dungeon flamed with light.
My chains fell off,

My heart was free.

| rose, went forth,

And followed Thee'.
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Never forget, my friend, that salvation is a divine revelatiand if salvation is to come, God must come!
You can't work it up! You can't bring it with music or emotion! You can't bring it with fancy lights or a
fancy church- God must bringtl Do you know Him? Do you?

Paul prayed that they would have a clearer, a sharper, a keener, a more detailed knowledge of the Lord Je
Christ. We were talking last evening about genetic engineering, and when we look around at the world toda
and we ae dazzled aren't we? we're surprised, we're taken aback with the discoveries that man has made
in the natural realm. But Christian friends tonight, if we were to surrender ourselves to the Holy Spirit, who
is the spirit of wisdom and revelation, andnié were to take the enlightenment that He gives through the
word of God, we would see things far greater than that!

You know the Prime Minister, don't you? You know him. You know what he looks k& even know,
perhaps, the way he's wearing his faithe minute. You know his wife, you know that she's pregnant, you
maybe even know the date that the baby's meant to be due. You know his whole family. You know what h
stands for or what he falls for. You know so much about him, but you don't reallyhingwlo you? Some

of us- what Paul is trying to saythat when we get saved, if we leave it there, friends, that that's pitiful. That
is tragic, because we have an opportunity to have an audience, to have an experience, to have a relations
with the King of kings and the Lord of lords! Do you know Him? For God wants to give to you the
knowledge of Him, God wants to draw you into the Holy Scriptures. The word for knowledge within this
verse is the word 'gnosis’, but Paul takes that word that simplgsni@gowledge' and he intensifies it, and

he puts a little word in front of K a preposition: 'ept and he talks about 'epignosis'. The 'epignosis' of
Christ - do you know what he's saying? A real, deep, full knowledpe is talking about a thorough
knowledge of Jesus Christo go deeper and deeper into God, in Christ.

What's the cry of the world today? 'Know yourself', isn't it? 'Know who you are, what you believe, what you
feel, your emotions, all your natural instincts and senses. Know wharngiuBullinger (sp?) says this:
'Society today, instead of breathing in this-lijiging air of heaven, their windows are closed, their doors are
shut, they are asphyxiated with their own exhalation. They are breathing over again and again their ow
breah, from which all vitality is gone'. The clarion cry today is: 'Find yourself'. 'l went away to this country
or that country', or, 'l took up this career and | found myself'. Friend, you don't need to find yourself, you
need to find Christ. You will do ngood for yourself whether you find yourself time, after time, after time,
after time again it'll do you no good: you need Jesus Christ the Son of God! That's why Paul said in
Philippians 3:10: 'That I may know him'. You see, that's difeot just geihg saved, but the whole
relationship with Him, to get to know Him more and more and more. That is why Paul said again in 1
Corinthians 2, 10 and 11: 'But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth a
things, yea, the deep tlys of God...even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God'. The
Spirit of God inspired these pages, and if you're a believer this evening, you need the Spirit of God to com
and illuminate these pages.

But fourthly, look at the instrunme. The instrument that God uses to bring this wisdom and revelation,
which is the word of God brought to our hearts individually, to our lives. The instrument is described as 'ou
hearts- but a better translation of it would be this: 'the eyes of oartéie Look at the verse, verse 18: 'The
eyes of your understandingthe eyes of your heart'being enlightened that ye may know'. We thought
about it yesterday morningthat our hearts have eyes and ears. And the way we will know God (oh, that we
could grasp it!) is nothing to do with our intellect. God may have gifted us with a keen intellect, but what
God wants is a tender heart, a contrite, a broken spirit. For His knowl#agterevelation of who Christ is

is something that is given to them wlowe Him enough to want to know more about Him! Your knowledge

of God doesn't depend on your 1Q, but the eyesight of your heart. Friend, how is the eyesight of your hear
What does your heart feed on? What does your heart thrive on? It is the seat tfoygints and your
affections, it is the place where you make your moral judgements, as well as you feel in your emotions. Bu
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my friend, that is the instrument that God the Spirit wants to use to reveal Jesus Christ the Son of God
you. Does He have,ior does the world have it?

If this is going to happen, if God the author is going to do-ttigle's going to bring the means through the
spirit of wisdom and revelation, if He's going to reveal the subject of Jesus Christ to the instrument of the
eyes of your heart there's three things you need to do. One: you need to spend time. You will never get to
know anyone without spending time with them. Two: you need to talk with Him. You need to talk with Him,
converse with Him, commune with Him, and ie¢ say this: when you're talking to your friends you need to
talk about Him. There are people who confide in me that when they're with other believers, when they tall
about the Lord, they look at them as if they've horns growing out of their head. Theapdat the things of

God- these are believers they're talking tand they don't want to talk about Him. They want to talk about
everything under the sun, but the meeting's over, they're out for a walk, or they're having supper, or they!'
doing somethig else, and their 'spiritual hour' has gone! Do you talk about Him? And you need to think
about Him. Do you know what the key is of seeing Christ with your heart? It's taking the word of God and &
holy Christ contemplation. Taking the word of God, throtlgl Spirit of God, and meditating upon the
Christ of God!

Harry Ironside tells of years previous to his so successful and blessed ministry, that he went home to h
mother, and he was just staring in his gospel ministry, and when he got home (thsrisrina now) he

found a man in their home from Northern Ireland. Ironside was a young man, but this man from Northerr
Ireland was dying of what they called in those days 'quick consumption’. He lived in a small tent under the
olive trees. Ironside went bto see him one day, and they ended up on their knees with an open Bible. He
said that this man, who could hardly talk, as he opened the word of God to him, as he looked upon his th
worn face, he could see the very peace of heaven manifested thenant¢éisvas Andrew Fraser, he could
barely talk, his voice was ragged and old and dying. He said to Ironside as he came to him: 'Young man, yc
are trying to preach Christ are you not?'. They talked together, turning from page to page, passage to anott
andthe tears began to run down Harry Ironside's face as the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ was being brouc
to him from the whole gamut of scripture in ways that he had never seen before. He turned to the man and
said: 'Where did you learn these thing§8Rat books are you reading? Could you show me where they are?
What seminary did you go to?'. The man said: 'Young man, | learned these things on my knees on a mi
floor in a little sod cottage in the north of Ireland'.

Do you know one of the books thadblessed me, apart from the Bible, in my life? It's A.W. Tozer's book:
‘The Pursuit of God'. It was written on his knees. One of the greatest works of all New Testamen
Christianity is Watchman Nee's work, the only book he ever wralleghe other book are a combination of

his diary writings and his message®ut the one book he wrote, "The Spiritual Man', was written in a little
log hut in the mountains of Astaon his knees! Where do you think Paul was when he was writing this? He
was on his kneed dare to guess andmy friend - what he was praying for these believers was that they
could know Christ in the deepest sense imaginable. And you know that the tone deaf will never stand up he
and sing a soleyou can train them, you can send themmigsical school and university, you can do all you

like with them, but they will never learn to sing. The only way that is possible is that they become a new
person and that they're given the nature of a soloist. We may not be the cleverest, we magdukataspg

all people but, my friend, listen to this: we have Christ! And because we have Him, we have everything
Because we have Him, we can be brought into the depths of the knowledge of God in His vastness, in H
transcendence, in His love, in Chriist us at Calvary, in the depths of His justice in hell. We can know all of
God through the word of God, breathed upon by the Spirit of God!

Two other things quickly - that he prays for, thirdly, is the prayer to know hope. And what Paul is talking
abaut here is the hope of His calling. We found it and we read about it in chapter 1 and verse 3 and 4
'‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
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heavenly places'. He begins to talk about lesvare chosen in Christ, how we are predestinated in Him.
Why are we predestinated in him? So that one dage day- listen to this, now don't miss thisve shall be

like Him! Now | hope this is not irreverent what I'm about to say, but it pictures ine: that spiritually
speaking, when | get to heaven, if | could take my camera with me (spiritually speaking now), and | stan
beside my Lord and get my photograph taken with Hime would be the same! Isn't that wonderful? What
will it be to look onHis face, and not just to look on His face, but to be transformed to be like Him and to be
like Him forever?

Our Father, we thank Thee for the word of God, and we thank Thee for the Spirit of God who shall lead u
into all truth; who helps usthe 'paralete’- the one who comes beside and takes us along the way. Lord, we
pray that as we ponder Thy word and meditate upon it, that You may teach us Thy way. We know that the
will be in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, for He has said: 'He thatshsdl will testify of me'.

Lord, help us to know Him, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Transcribed byf'revor Veale Preach The WordFebruary 2001
www.preachthe/ord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Ephesians 1:15 -23
1. Thanks For Sal vation (verses 15 -16a)
a. Faith
b. Love
2. Prayer For lllumination (verses 16b -17)
a. The Author By God
b. The Means =Through Wisdom And Revelation
c. The Subject +To Know Christ
d. The Instrument £The Eyes Of Your Heart
3. Prayer To Know Hope (verse 18b)
4. Prayer To Know Inhe ritance (verse 18c)
5. Prayer To Know Power (verses 19 -23)
a. Infinite (verse 19b)
b. In Christ (verses 20-23)

ow it's good to see you all out this Monday evening to our Bible study here in the Hall, and we're
glad to see you. We hope and trust that as we together round God's word, studying His word,
that we will see our Lord Jesus Christ, and our prayer will be that we will love Him more and more.
If you have your handout from last weelperhaps you don't have it, there were some on the way in, but
mayle you missed thatbut if you have it, it would be helpful to you. | want you to add a few other little
points to that handout from last week also, because we're reaching the fourth and the fifth point of the
handout- and we're going to look, first oflaat the fourth point and then we're going to tease out a little bit
the fifth point. But let's read Ephesians chapter 1 again to refresh our-naindd read this every week, and
| don't apologise for it because it's a beautiful chapter of the wabdaf

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful
Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed
the God and Father of our Lod#sus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should &
holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated wsthatadoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, whereir
he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudenc
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purpose
in himself: That in the dispensation of thdniess of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: In whom also we have obtained &
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all trengkeatiounsel of

his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed Wwithat holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Wherefore | also, after | heard of yo
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faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, Ceage gite thanks for you, making mention of you

in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightenex; that y
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power4ward who believe, according to the working of his
mighty power, Which he wrought in Christhen he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every nan
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: Ancphatil things under his feet,

and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth a
in all".

We began, last Monday evening, thinking of the prayer of PRall's prayer list for you, and foremWe

spent several weeksve're on our eighth study novibut we spent six weeks looking at all the blessings that
we are blessed with in heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. We looked at the whole history of salvation. Then v
began last week, from verse,16oking at the prayer, Paul's prayer list for the saints in Ephesod we

also looked at how this is the list of prayer requests that Paul intercedes for every believer in Christ acro:
the whole world. We looked last week at how he thanked God éar ghlvation, how he saw within them

the combination of their faith rooted in Christ, but also how they were walking in faith day by day. We saw
the combination of that faith with the possession of love which was practised, which was the fruit of tha
faith in the depths of their spirtthat it bore a love one for another. The only way that they could know that
they were born again was this combination of the faith of Christ, with the love of Christ.

Then he prayed in verse 16, right through to 18ijliiamination. We saw how, through the word of God, we
have God's revelation to ubut we also saw that it's very simple to read the word of God and to misinterpret
what is on these pages. Therefore Paul prayed that the saints in Ephesus, Chrisyiathee/arould have

from the Holy Spirit a knowledge, a revelation, that they knew what the word of God was really saying. We
learnt how only God could give thathat the means of it was through this spirit of wisdom and revelation,
the purpose of it wat® know Christ Jesus. We saw that the instrument of it was the eyes of our- lieairts

we don't know Christ through our IQ or intellectually speaking or academically. We can know about Him in
that way, but to know Him: it is a thing of the heart. Thenleent, thirdly, that Paul prayed for that hope;
that that hope would purify them, that it would fill them. As Peter said: 'That hope of seeing the Lord Jesu:
Christ'- the blessed hope that one day He would come again for His own people and they wdtlilth,se

they would be conformed to His image, because they had been predestinated to that day.

Now we turn to the fourth point that we have down on our shegetse 18. He says: 'The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know whdteishope of his calling' one- 'what are the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saintw/o - 'and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
usward who believe' three. A thredold prayer request of Paul. We've already looked ahtpe, but then

Paul says: 'l pray that the Holy Spirit of God would reveal to these Christians in Ephesus the inheritance th;
they have. That they would know the great blessings that God has given them'. There are two possib
meanings for this inheritaec Of course, we learned in weeks gone by that Paul has already spoken about the
inheritance that we have. And, in fact, we read those verses in this sense: that we have been made
inheritance of God. We are God's people, we are washed in the blobdsif @e have the seal of the Holy
Spirit - His mark upon us and therefore through grace, through redemption, we have become God'
purchased possession. That's what verse 11 says if you turn back to it. We read it in this way: 'In whom al:
we have obtaiad an inheritance’, or 'we have become an inheritance’, 'being predestinated according to th
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will'. That's what Paul wrote to Titus,
was it not, in chapter 2 and verse 14? Listen: 'Whbtjs§ 'gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works'. Peter spoke afiout it

64



EPHESIANS Pastor David Legge

Peter 2:9: 'But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peopl&rthat ye
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light'.

Isn't it glorious? We have been made God's possession! Didn't we learn when we were thinking of th
sealing of the Holy Spirit, how manutacers around our world, when they put a seal or a stamp upon their
product, that they love to be able to stand over it. They love to be proudtbéitvonder of wonders of the
grace of God, the amazing grace in Christ is this: that as God looks dous) bfis people rooted and
grounded and washed in the blood of Chride looks at a peculiar people. He looks at a special people. He
looks at a pure people, a jewel for Him, His treasured possession. Of course, the second meaning of tt
phrase 'inhetance’ can be thisand this is what it means in the context of the rest of the chapter as we read
through it: that it is we, we will inherit something in the future through Christ. You see God's plan is not
simply to save us not even to save us, antet to have us serve Him down hereut there are so many
things in the future that God has prepared for them that love Him. It can't be entered into thregafe eye

even through the mind. The amazing thing is this: that this verse seems to irfthtdde will possess this
universe. He will take, He will capture a redeemed universe through His saints! Isn't that amazing? That H
will use you and use me! The word of God says that 'He will come with ten thousands of his saints', and H
will bring us davn here, and we will reign with Him!

It is amazing, isn't it? Just before World War Il in the town of Ataska in Texas, a school took fire and burnt
down, and 263 lives of little children were taken. Like many places in Ulster, there was scarcely a town ir
which someone wasn't affected with a family losing a child. After the war they built the school again and
they began to expand it and do it up, technologically speaking, and in their new school they had a prize
possession. They had learnt from the past they put in what was called 'the finest sprinkler system in the
world'. They were making sure that this thing would never ever happen again. Civic pride ranheigh
thought 'this will never happen, the school will never burn down'. And they evéhegoprefects and their
teachers to bring people, day after day, into the school to show them around at the intricate detail of tf
safety features within the school. After the pastr boom, when more money came into the school, they
decided they woul@éxpand and they would build another wing. And as they were adding the wing to the
school it was discovered that the sprinkler system had never been connected. What an incredible story! |
foolishness beyond belief, isn't it? How they could have everythirtheir grasp, even everything at their
use, yet alas the parable tells us what has happened to so many children-ah&odntold power and
resources and blessings are available to every believer in Christ, but so many never hook up! So many ne
get in touch, never plug in, and they become impotent and shamefully useless in the hands of Almighty Goc

What Paul wants these Christians in Ephesus to do is, as he looks at this passage, not only to realise
inheritance that they have bufifthly - he wants them to know the power that they have through God in
Christ. Look at the versesverse 18, the third part: 'That [you] might know what the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his pawevaia who believe,
according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ'. God wants you and I, my friend
- listen- to know the power that is available to us! To know the dynamite, the atomic power that we have tc
be saved, and thea go on to live the Christian life before men and women in our world. Paul asks God: 'Oh
Lord, give them that spirit of wisdom and understanding and revelation, discernment; that as they read tt
word of God, that the Holy Spirit would come, lead theno iall truth, interpret the word of God to them,

and then they would come deeper and deeper and deeper into the knowledge of the heavenly realms of
riches and the blessings that they have in Christ Jesus the Lord'. He prays that they would have a de
appreciation of the power of God, that they would realisead you know what he's been talking about all
through this first chapterthat they would realise the power that is behind election, the power that is behind
predestination, behind adoption, behisanctification, the power of God that is behind the bestowal of all
these blessings, behind the preaching of the word of God, behind that blessed hope, behind everything tt
we have as an inheritance, and the power behind what has made us an inher@mist. If you could see
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this passage of scripture written on music, every note is leading upward. It's coming to the crescendo, it
coming to the grand finale of what Paul has been leading to right throughout this whole discourse o
salvation and Clistian blessing.

What's it leading to? First of all it's leadin@s your first point says under-30 show them God's infinite
power. God's power! The purpose of what Paul is trying to bring out here is the potential of God's power
'What is the exading greatness of his power toward who believe'. F.B. Meyer put it like this: 'lt is
power. It is His power. It is great power. Nothing less would suffice. It is exceeding great power beyond the
furthest cast of thought'. To emphasise the magnitu@odfs power Paul can't really do it in language that

we understand, because you can't do it in any languangel Paul describes the greatest exposition and
exhibition of divine power that has ever been known in the history of mankind. Verse 20,wieisvpas
demonstrated and 'wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead'. He goes on: 'and set him at his o
right hand in heavenly places'.

If 1 were to ask you what you believe the greatest demonstration of God's power was, you might say to me
'Well, it must be creation. That in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth and the universe.

created all the angelic beings, the whole solar systems, everything! Was that not the greatest? In a word it
came into being'. You might say: 8, it must be the Red Sea, where God parted the sea for His children to

deliver them from Egypt'. You might say it's the plagues that hit Egypt, every one representing one of thei
false gods, to curse them and to let the people of God go from thermigbueven say it's the incarnation

God manifest in flesh, great mystery of godliness: God, contracted to a span, incomprehensibly made ma
You might say that is the greatest thing. No! Paul tells us that the greatest demonstration of the power of G
is found here: He wrought, He demonstrated His power in Christ when He raised Him from the dead, and s
Him at His own right hand in heavenly places.

Why is that the greatest demonstration? Do you know why? Because all of hell, all the demons, alsthe dev
and principalities and powers were massed, united together to frustrate the plans of almighty God. The
wanted to keep Christ in the grave, but God triumphiddllelujah! God triumphed and pushed Him, by the
power of His almighty being, out of the gmd, out of the burying place, and brought Him back to life.
Christ's resurrection, Christ's glorification and exultation were a shattering blow to Satan and all his hosts o
that glorious day when He rose Him again from the dead. God's victorious powelisplyed as never
before! As I've said, no one can describe or explain such power, but Paul tries t@add ke uses several
words with the same idea. He uses the words of the vocabulary of dynamics. Look at theveessel9:

‘what is the excedaly greatness of his power to-wsrd who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead'. According to the wankitegthat

word, 'working', of the 'strength'the second word of His might- the third word- which He 'energised' in
Christ- the fourth word when He raised Him from the dead.

Someone described that sentence like this: 'The words seem to bend under the idea'. Do you see what Pal
trying to get at? The first wordehuses 'power'- the power of God, which was manifest, demonstratiisg

the Greek work 'dynamus’ (sp?). It's the word that describes inherent power, raw strength and the power
God. God is demonstrating His raw ability and strength by working aogptdi the working. That word
‘working' speaks of operation, it's the Greek word 'energia’ (sp?). It's the word that we get energy from,
speaks of great strength. God was working His great 'dynartlis'great power through the working in
Christ, thraugh the strength of the strength. 'kratos’ (spt?neans 'might'. Then the last word, ‘energised’, is
iscus' (sp?). Do you see what it's trying to say? This working, this effective or operational power, the
‘energia- the working of God was there athe resurrection. What is the word that he's using? If you turn to
chapter 3 and verse 7 you see it, he says: Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace
God given unto me by the effectual working of his power".
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That's what thevord is- 'energia- something that is working, but not just working, but working effectually,

it's having the desired effect. God was demonstrating His power at the resurrection and, praise God, it h:
the desired effect! The word 'kratos' speaks ofpihveer inworking right within, the ability to conquer. It's
talking about Wellington's ability to conquer Napoleon at Waterloo. It's what we read in chapter 6 and vers
10, look at it: 'Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power ofigig'nThe strength of

God, energising, not only effectually working in the life of a believer, but effectually working in the
resurrection of Christ and also being seen in the bodily strength that is vital within the resurrection of Christ
Paul wants, ttough this tirade of language, he wants us to look at the resurrected Christ, the Lord of glory
standing there on the resurrection morn. He wants us to see the immensity of the power of our God. F
wants us to bow at the Saviour's feet and worship divineiotence strength that isn't just executed and
fails, but the strength of God that is effectual, strength that is inherent, that is deep within the being of Goc
that can never fail, strength that is there and displayed, the ability to conquer nbngr-falways
conquering!

Do you not want to fall at His feet? This is where the power is: at the resurrection and, yes, at the cross at
we love the crossthat was the supreme display of the love of God. But the greatest manifestation of God's
power was when He resurrected His Son and when He set Him at His own right hand. But before Paul begir
to analyse the power of God in the resurrection, do you know what he wants us to see? And if you don't see
you're missing everything! He wants to see, inpambly, the great power for us who believe! You see, Paul
isn't just demonstrating all this so that we can be theologians, so that we can be 'biblicall@igsremd

know everything about the power of God. But he is demonstrating to us, througlsaatitha of this great
power in the resurrection of Christ, that this dynamic, dynamite power is available to us who believe. It's
available in salvation, isn't it? Isn't that what Romans 1 verse 16 [says]? 'For | am not ashamed of the gosy
of Christ: fa it is the power- the 'dynamus*- 'of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek'.

There might be someone here, and they're not a Christian. They've never been born again. They don't kn
the life of God flaving through their body, soul and spiidand maybe you think that you've committed a sin
that is unforgivable. You have dirt on you, mind or soul, that you feel can never be cleansed, you're too dirt)
My friend, when you see the power of God raisingi§€tHfrom the dead, there is no one too unredeemable!
There is no sin that's unforgivable! There is no sinner that's unsaveable! But Christian, that power i
available not only in salvationand this is what many of them mis#'s sanctification. Look athapter 3

and verse 20. He talks about this: 'Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that w
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us'. God's power! That dynamic, dynamite change the
should be going on, chemicallyjthin all of us.

Paul talks again, Romans 6:3 and 4: 'Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ w:
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ wa
raised up from the ddaby the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life'. What's
this power for? It's power to save, it's power to sanctify, it's power to know! Is that not why Paul prayed in
Philippians 3 and 10: 'That | might know him'? The only wesycan know Him is to know His power in our
lives. Can | ask you: Paul said "That | might know him and the power of his resurredioybu know the
power of the resurrection in your life? 'What do you mean?' | mean that this divine power is available
every believer in Christ! I'm not story telling tonight, this is real! I'm talking about real things, real life,
things that matter! God has imparted to yaudoesn't need to be done again, He's doréH# has given

you the divine power that roseh@st out of the grave! Do you have it? Oh, you do have it! Have you realised
it? Have you tapped into it? Do you know it's there? Are you using it? As one Christian writer put it: 'Many
Christians, today, the system is in place but is dysfunctional beechignorance, or sin, or unbelief'.
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Paul's prayer is, if you're not experiencing this, that God would give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation that you might know Christ, that you might know the inheritance that you have in Christ, that you
would know the mighty power that Christ had wrought in Him at the resurrection there, and then as He
ascended to Glory and sat at the right hand of His Father. That you, in yowdde life that you mightn't

think is too important, your life that you thims insignificant, that God isn't really interested in and you can't
do much for God, you're not a great thinker, you're not a writer, you're not a predxteyet God has
imparted to you the resurrection power of Christ! But one thing matters, andk ttieat that power is
dependent upon our fellowship with God. Oh, don't miss that whatever you do. It's depenident
knowledge of it, the experience of it. It's like Samsgou remember that awful passage in Judges 16 where
he said: 'l will go out s1at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lord was departec
from him'. He was out of touch with God!

God displays His power infinitely through salvation and sanctification, and then [in] verses 20 to 23 we set
that He displays Hi power in Christ in many ways. The first way is this: in the resurrection, that we've
already been talking about in verse 20. The resurrecttomas the supreme expression of the power of God,
'Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from theddand set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places'. This is what F.B. Meyer says about this: 'There is a marvellous lift there from the grave c
mortality to the throne of the eternal God who only has immortality, from the darkness of theottimeb t
insufferable light, from this small world to the centre and metropolis of the universe. Open the compasses ¢
your faith to the measure of the measureless abyss, and then marvel at the power which bore your Lo
across it'.

Do you see it? The powerf God that took Christ from the tomb, and took Him to Glory, and brought Him
into the realms of Glory, and set Him there at the right hand of His Father. You see, the resurrection of Chri:
was the first event ever like it in all of history. You might ,s&ut people were raised from the dead before.
There was Lazarus, there was miracles in the Old Testament'. But all those folk rose from the dead to d
again, but He rose in the power of an endless life. Isn't that what Paul says [in] 1 Corinthi@tgisbthe
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming'. He is the first like Him! He is the first to rise from
the dead like that! With the power of eternity running through Him! Never to die again! There will never be
another Calvary! The will never be another tomb! He will never have scars upon His flesh again. And,
here, Paul describesinspired by the Holy Spirit the resurrection of Christ through the Father God. Yet
Jesus Himself saiddidn't He?- 'l have power to lay down myfdi, and | have power to take it again'. Yet

He ascribes the resurrection to the Father and the only way of explaining it is this: He said, 'l and my fathe
are one'. There in the resurrection we see both together in that unity. What a display of theafr@odsn

His resurrection!

Then in the second half of verse 20, you see it in His exultation. This is so interesting, because Paul links tl
resurrection, in its powerful importance, to the ascension. Cast your mind back to the end of the gospels, a
you see the disciples gathered there, and Jesus had risen from the dead, He had ministered 40 days upor
earth to little groups and to big groups. Then He gathered His disciples together around Him and said: 'Y
shall receive power, after that the H@¥ost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth'. Then a luminous cl
descended, and with their dazzled eyes they watched their Saviour slowhg gifito Glory, as He sat at

the right hand of the Father on high. What would you have given to be there? One writer said: 'Can yo
imagine the music, the perpetual starbursts of colour, the shouting of myriads and myriads of angels at tt
enthronement othe Lord Jesus Christ?' Can you imagine what that moment was like, when the Lamb slain
came in there with His own blood and the angels marvelled, and the Father, if He could stand, stood f
welcome home His Son?
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There is power in the ascension becausays that God made Him to sit. You know, this is beautifué

read about it in the book of Hebrews that He sat down. Now that is a sign of authority, but it is also a sign c
the finished work that He sat down in heavenly places. Watchman Nee sayisti@fity begins not with a

big 'do’, but a big 'done". It's finished! It's over! Everything is done! He did it! Oh, that thrills my heart! As |
walk this pilgrimage, and | try and | try and | try to be holy, | try to serve, | try to strive to be rkere i
Christ, and all along He's saying: 'My son, my child, why are you striving for all that I've done already?'. It's
wonderful!l There He sits, with the work done, at the right hand of Gadd do you know what that
signifies? It signifies a place of prigge. We read about it in Hebrews 1:1Bsten: 'But to which of the
angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy footstool'of them!

That is a place of privilege reserved for Christ, it's a place of poweredHer,” He said, "shall ye see the

Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven". The right hand of
power! It's a place of distinction and in Hebrews 1 and 3 we read: '"Who being the brightness of his glory, an
the expess image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himsel
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high'. It's a place of delight, the psalmist sa
in [Psalm] 16 and [verse] 11: 'at thy righdind there are pleasures for evermore'. It's a place of dominion, 1
Peter 3:22: 'Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powe
being made subject unto him'. A place of privilege, power, distinction, delighrd@mahion is reserved for

one Man: Jesus Christ!

You know, the ascension does at least five things. It completes the resurrection. You see, when the Lord ro
from the dead, there He was and He yet [hadn't] ascended to Heaven, and it would not hasvmpleta c
unless there was a mara physical being of Gethan who was in heaven. Do you get it? That at this
moment, as we sit here, there is a man like us in every way, except sin, in haagédfe's at the right hand

of God! It means, secondly, that Hecame the firstfruits of His people. Because He has risen, because He
has ascended, it guarantees for us that there is a day coming when we will rise, when our bodies will &
redeemed, when we will be glorified, exalte@very believer in Christ! Thirdlyit began a ministry of
intercession for His people. See what we've been singing this evening, what we have been praying? It
goes through the Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest there, who interprets that worship and prayer a
it's offered throgh Him to God the Father. Praise His name! Fourthly, from that position that He is in there
at the right hand of the Father, He is the dispenser of the holy word of God. Do you get it? When He
ascended He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.

But most significantly, the ascension means His sepeitation above all things. Now | want you to see
this, as we close our meeting this evening, verses 21 antha2He has become, through that resurrection,
through that exultation and ascension: ‘&ove all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: [He] hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, svhistbody, the fulness of

him that filleth all in all'. Paul again, he can't describe our Lord, can you describe Him? | can't. He couldn*
either, even inspired by the Holy Spirit. He had to stack up all these words and [do] you know [how] he put:
it? Verse 22 really means this: 'that He is put above every title', (verse 21, | beg your pardon), ‘every title the
can be given'. Have you got that? Christ is exalted above every conceivable intelligence, every angelic bein
demonic, human whatever they beHe is above them all! One writer put it like this: 'Above all that
anywhere is, anywhere can be, above all grades of dignity, real or imagined, good or evil, present or t
come'.

My friend, you can't imagine anything greater than our Lord. Men's imagnsatun wild, don't they?

Sometimes theologian's minds run wild also! But yet they cannot think of anyone, of any being, greater tha
our Lord. He is above alll He has been exalted to that place-ehpireence.
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