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of Proverbs. Proverbs chapter 29 and verse 1, Proverbs chapter 29 and verse 1: "He, that being oft

reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddemydbstroyed, and that without remedy". I'll read it again:
'He', or she, 'that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that withc
remedy’.

I just want to read one verse with you this evening, that we'll be thinking about a little later, from the book

Not very many words in this little proverdike most proverbs but there is pfound truth within it. 'He,

that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy'. Anotf
translation puts it like this: 'He, who is often reproved yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken without
healng'. Another translation, again, says: 'The man who is often reproved, but refuses to accept criticisn
will suddenly be broken and never have another chance'.

The subject | wish to preach on this evening, from this verse, is: 'A Bridge Too Far'. Beriapsseen the

film, you've seen how those troops in the second world-vilaey got so far, only to go a bridge too far,
where they met their end. We can think of many illustrations, many instances, within our own lives where we
could say that we havenge a bridge too far. Perhaps in education we've achieved something and we though
we'd go on a little furtherand we got a little further, until we got greedy about it, and we went a little more
further to only fail and realise we'd went a bridge tao Perhaps in business we've found it, and we've got
that scent that scent of the bait, if you likeand we go a little bit further in business, and we try to gather a
bit more money, and we go too faonly to fall and lose a bit of money. It's a ke gambling as well, isn't

it? You get a scent, and you get a feel, you get an emotion for the gambling and you go a little bk further
and the more you win, the more you want to go on, until you fall because you go a bridge too far.

'He, that being fben reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy'. Th
picture that the man who is writing this proverb has in his own mind, | believe, is perhaps the picture of the
oxen. A picture of a bullock and the farmer is wking along, and he's about to start his work early in the
morning, and he's about to plough the field. And he goes into the field and he takes théhgokeg long

panel of wood for the shoulders of the oxen, [with] which they will plough that fieldaamk hard for his
labours. And he goes over to those beasts, and he goes to put the yoke upon their shoulders but they t
their heads they turn away, they refuse his yoke, they're rebellious, they don't want anything to do-with it
and he can't seeto put the yoke upon their shoulders, for the purposes and the labours which he has ir
mind.

It's the picture of little dog, isn't it? You go over to the cloakroom, and you open the door and he sees yo
getting the coat and then he goes frantic, andshgimping and shouting, jumping on your kneesd then

you go to put the lead on him, and then there's a growl. He just won't let you put that lead on him, and h
moves, and he turns his neck awagnd he'll bite you, but he won't have the lead rouisdnieck. The
[writer] put it: the man the women, the teenager, the boy or gintho hardens his neck, who stiffens the
muscles and the sinews and the flesh of his neck against God, who refuses the yoke of God, who refus
God's will, God's way upon hlge, who refuses the lead of God whereby He may walk him in His paths of
righteousnesshe says that that man who hardens his neck, who has a brass neck, suddenly that man will t
broken. And he will be broken in a way that is irrevocahtewill not be able to be brought back, it will not

be able to be mended or, as the translation | read said, it won't be able to be healed. There will never, e\
again be another chance to be the way that man was.
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| don't want to go any further, but | really wantapply this now. People who come Sunday evening after
Sunday evening, Sunday morning, perhaps go to Youth Fellowship, or the organisations within oul
fellowship- and week after week they hear the message of the Gospel, and week after week they harden th
heart and their neck against God! Is that you tonight? Be honest with yourself here. You know who you are
you know if God is speaking or singling you out this evening in our gathering. | don't know who you are, but
God does and listen, He has a messdge you tonight: that you who would harden your heart, and who
week after week go out the back doors, and perhaps you have a sense of the presence of God when you'r
here, but when the cold day air hits your faedl those spiritual realities seemfaale away. And you begin

to think about what you're going to do tomorrow, the week of work that lies ala@adthose deep spiritual
thoughts that have been brought before you here in the pew, they're gone, suddenly, in a flash, and again \
harden youneck against God and you reject Him once more!

How many walk away...how many see the Saviour, almost visibly in their own minds eye, bleeding, dying,
crying out for their sout can you remember those times, friend? When you thought you could nearly see
Him calling your name, when you heard the preacher, as it was, pointing out and singling out-aspects
specific events in your life that he was convicting you over. And you thought to yourself, 'How does that
man know about my life? How could God knowoabthat?'. Yet those times, you walked away from God.
The Bible says that God is not willing that any should periahd we praise God for that truth, that God
does not want to see people going to hell. It says God isdoffigring, He's patient towardss and He
doesn't want us to go to helHe wants us to be saved, He wants us to live for Him, to give everything for
Him. But! Although God is patient, and although God is tsaffering, even God's patience can run out!

We, in our country, are veryxid in our minds, aren't we? In our own little town, the people of our town
picturing the whole of our nation, are fixed in their mind in certain ways: political ways. But listen, this
evening, you could be a symptom of that in your religious or youtsglinvays. You could be fixed in your
mind. Perhaps you've decided years ago, 30 years ago, perhaps a couple of years ago, that you would h
nothing to do with this Gospel. Perhaps you decided that you were going to live for yourself, for your
businessfor your wealth, for your health! And you didn't want anything to do with the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and you've made your mind concreter as another man says: 'thoroughly fixed and mixed, and
permanently set'. Have you a concrete mind tonight? Isminol set? That you're not going to accept this
Gospel and no matter if God, in Christ, could come before you tonight bodily, visibly and show you the nail
prints in His hands, the scar in His side: you still, like Thomas, will not believe! He saw hedelieved

but if you saw it tonight you wouldn't believe, because you've made your mind up! You're set in your ways
and you're thoroughly fixed.

Now, | know nothing about farming, but I'm sure some boys here you could tell you a little bit aBont it.

I've been told that if you push a cow one way, it'll go the other-veaygl sometimes we can be like that. We
can be like the oxen, we can harden our necks, we can harden every sinew and muscle in our body agai
God, spiritually speaking. We can uet His grace, refuse His goodness, close our ears to His word, our
hearts to His light, and we reject Him in every conceivable wayd we would not thank Him for anything

that He gives us! Could that be you tonight? Could you be one who is hardenmeglmsgainst God? Well,

| want to talk to you, just for a few moments tonight, about God's patience.

God's patience: even God's patien@nd | say this reverently, and He's more patient than anyone upon the
face of the earth but even His patience rarout! Usually His patience runs out with those who have heard.
That's right, those who He has spoken to before, those who He has come to, who He has pleaded with, w
He has revealed certain truths -tat's usually with those whom His patience runs dute children of
believers, those who have parents who are-again, who've grown up under the sound of the Gospel and
have been sent to Sunday School, and the children's meeting, and the Campaigners* andnsbtioay
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heard the Gospel since they wéreeehigh, yet they grow up and whatever happepsrhaps they've been
offended or annoyed, or something they have seen makes them rebel against God and God'sup®ople
they turn away and refuse the gospel of Jesus Christ. People in families, husheegiswives who have

been married to godly husbands, and vice veraad they have seen a witness, and they've seen Christ
through the loving kindness of their husband or wife, yet they go on rejecting Him! And no matter how much
God tries through thawitness, through the fleshly witness of His Spirit within those people, they refuse
Christ as their Saviour. Through churches, perhaps it's this church, perhaps it's another lothointthcare

what church it is but a church who presents the Gospeirfrthe Bible, and you've heard it over and over
again- but no matter how many times you hear it, you reject it!

*uniformed Christian youth organisation

| want to tell you what God thinks, this evening, what God's patience is this evening with regatnl to y
rebellion and your rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. We find it in Proverbs 1 and verse 24, and God says
Proverbs 1 and 24: 'Because | have called, and ye refused; | have stretched out my hand, and no
regarded..: I've called to you and yoefused My voice, and no man has seen it, but | have put My hand out
against you '...But you have set at nothing all my counsel, and would none of my reproof...". God is saying,
"You wouldn't listen to one thing | said to you!'. "...I also will lauglgair calamity; | will mock when your

fear cometh..” when you want Me, when you need Me, when there's a time in your life when you cry out to
Me, I will look upon you and think 'It's too late!'. "'When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but | wi
not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did n
choose the fear of the Lord'".

Aren't those sobering words, tonight? We all know the verses: Them that seek the Lord will find Him, if
they search with all their heart', we know that, and we love quotiranil some people are sitting, sitting in
some kind of security, remembering those verged they say, 'Some day I'll trust Him. Some day when
I'm older, when I'm on my deathbed, when | really need Hindon't really need Him now but then ['ll

trust Him!'. But oh, that we would believe our whole Bible and oh, that we would hear Gad sayiou,
perhaps tonight, and sit in fear of these words this evening: 'Then shall they call upon me...". That day th
you're thinking of, when you're on your deathbed, you could call uport HirhHe will not answer! And no
matter how early you seekifd, you will not find Him! We find it again in Zechariah chapter 7, verse 11,
where God says to the people of Israghd He could be saying to you tonight: "You refused to hearken', you
didn't want to listen, 'you pulled away the shoulder'. You know wieenput your [hand on the] shoulder of
someone whom you love, and they have a grudge against you and they turmhaweayou done that with
God? Is that what you're doing to God this evening? You refuse, you turn away the shoulder and stop tt
ears, thayou should not hear what He is saying? 'Yea, you have made your hearts as adamant stone, lest y
should hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets
you've hardened your heart against God!

Listen,friend tonight: has God been speaking to you? Have you heard God on a Sunday evening or a Sund
morning? Have you heard the still small voice of God through your circumstances in your life? Have you
heard God's voice through an illness that has beentfeEkave you heard God's voice through problems that
have come across your daily path? Have you heard God's voice through the death of a loved one, or a frie
in your family, or a husband, or a wife? And you've heard God speaking, but you don't waaut ktirhe
because you blame Him for those things that have come into your life! Has God been speaking to yo
through an accident? Perhaps a car accident? And you got out of it, and you don't know how you got out
it, and the police and the ambulance dontdbw how you got out of it but you got out of it! And God is
speaking to you, He is wanting you to know that He has a purpose for your life, He wants to save you, H
wants to use you, but you turn your neck away from Him, you turn away the shoulder.
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There was once a revival in a Presbyterian church, in Pennsylvania in America. There were thousands
people being saved, it was glorious was like heaven came down to earth every Gospel meeting there
were people being saved, it was glorious! Betréhwas one girl and she felt God speaking to her-samud

she came along to the meetings, but she would come to them on alternate evenings: Monday, Wednesd
Friday and the other evenings, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday she would go to the dancesk,Hezrwee
routine over the two weeks of the mission was: the meeting, the dance, the meeting, the dance, the meeti
the dance. And the documents of the church have it as such, that the second week, | believe, of that missi
her calendar was: the meetirtbe dance, the meeting, the dance, the meeting, the dance, the coffin! And
what a sobering reality it was for the elders of that church to look upon that, and to hear, perhaps, the word
God, by the Spirit of God speaking to them: 'She that hardenethelckragainst God shall be swiftly
reproved, and that without remedy'. Do you hear God speaking to you tonight?

You know, God spoke to so many people in His word. He spoke to Sodom and Gomorrah over and ove
again, He warned them of their sithat cameup to Him as a stench to His holy nostrils. For what they had
done, He warned over and over again and agdiat His patience ran out! And He destroyed them. He
spoke to Pharaoh, He said over and over again, 'Let my people go'. He sent ten plaguesyaidesv
Pharaoh said ,'I'll let them go now', but then he hardened his heart againsar@boeventually God ran out

of patience and slew his firstborn child! Eli's sons, bringing offerings to God in the temptewhat did

they do? They came in andethoffered strange fire, a wrong sacrificee believe, perhaps, they were even
drunk as they came to God to worship Hirand God said, 'I've warned you enough, sotigt's it! My
patience has run out'and He struck them down! What greater examgplinére than Judas Iscariot? Three
years with the Lord Jesus Christ, seeing the honey words dropping from His lips, from the mouth of
incarnate God. Hearing the teaching, finiand, from the Lord Jesus Christ, witnessing His miracles, Judas
beside Him ewve day of His life- yet he betrayed Him!

Perhaps you could be like the surgeon tonight: the surgeon, who when he operates on his first patient, and
patient dies perhaps that night is a sleepless night, perhaps the rest of the week he thinkderligvtrere
something | could have done? If | had done this procedure, rather than the other one that | did do, or if I
listened to another doctor, or one of the nurses beside me. If | wasn't quick enough...', and all these thoug!
course across his md - and he thinks of these things. But in 30 years time when he is over a patient and that
patient passes away, he will feel sorry, he will feel, 'Maybe she would have livdte would have lived

if we did something else’, but he will quickly forgatd he will go on to the next patient, because there's
work to be done. And he, over time, has becomseatsitised to death.

Perhaps you, tonight, are-densitised to the gospel of Jesus Christ. You remember, when you were a child
and you heard aboutbe person in your family, the first person closest to you who -dadl it was tragic,

and you cried, and every time you thought, or saw a photograph of them, it brought those pains to you. B
as you grow older, and more people die, you become a littte accustomed to itand eventually you can
become hardened to it. Listen to the word of God tonight, to your soul: 'He that hardeneth himself agains
God" You're like the frost you know the frost one layer comes down, another layer comes downthend

more layers that come down the harder the ground gets, the more dangerous it gets. And you're just like th
the more you harden your heartisten! - the more dangerous it becomes for you! And God says in 1
Thessalonians, that like a pregnant wonadro's walking down the street one day, and the pains, and the
pangs of childbirth come upon hetisten! - if you refuse God, if you harden your heart and your neck
against Him, judgement will come upon your life because you refused His instruction!

Why does God's patience run out? Well, God's patience ran out with the children in Genesis, just before tf
flood had happenedwhat happened? It says that, listen: 'The imaginations of every man's heart was only
evil continually'- now, | know things are baday, but | wonder are they as bad as that? The only thoughts
that men had were 'only evil continualyand God said: 'That is enough! My patience has run out!. And He
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said to them, 'T'll give you 70 years to livéut listen, My Spirit shall not alays strive with man’, and His
Spirit ceased to strive with those men when He sent the flood and destroyed them. That's why God's patien
runs out- for as He says in Hosea, and | want these words to burn into your heart, not because | want t
frighten yoy not because | want to be morbid or solemn tonight, but because this is the truth of God and yo
need to know it! God said, in Hosea 4 and verse 17, about one of the tribes of Israel, Epteraiand these
sobering words, listen: 'Ephraim is joined dols: let him alone'. Did you hear those words? Ephratinms

tribe of Israel- they're joined to idols, they're following after their own gods, they're following after
materialism, their car, their business, their wife, their lover, they're followieg thkir education, they have
made idols to themselvedisten to the voice of God, how horrifying it must have been to them: 'Let him
alone!'. Can you imagine this evening, if you, sitting in your pew tonight, heard the voice of God, or lying in
your bedwith a cold sweat upon your brow, you heard the words of God: 'Let him alone! Leave him! He's
refused Me enough'.

In Pilgrim's Progress there is a story about a man that was found in aazayilgrim's Progress is a story,

a picture, an allegory dhe Christian walk and the Christian life, and the chief character is the man who is
called Christian. He flees from the City of Wrath, which is about to be destroyed, and he's walking, anc
journeying, and [is on a] pilgrimage to a city, a Celestial Cityclv is heaven. But along his path, he meets
this man and | want to read it out to you tonight, | want you to listen, picture it:

And [the writer] says, "So he took him by the hand again and led him into a very dark room, where there s:
a man in an irocage. Now the man to look on seemed very sad and he sat with his eyes looking down to th
ground, his hands folded together, and he sighed as if he would break his heart.

Then said Christian, 'What means this?', at which the Interpretethe Holy Spiit - bid him talk with the

man. Then said Christian to the man, 'What are you?'.

The man answered, 'l am what | was not once'.

'What were you?".

The man said, 'l was once fair, a flourishing person who said they were a Christian, both in my owd eyes ar
also in the eyes of others. | once wass | thought fair for heaven, the Celestial City, and even then | had
joy at the thoughts that | should get there'.

Christian said, 'Well, but what are you now?".

'l am now a man of despair. | am shut up jrag in this iron cage. | cannot get out! Oh! Now | cannot get
out!".

Christian said to him, 'But how came you to this condition?'.

He said, 'l left off to watch and to be sober, I laid the reigns upon the necks of my own lusts. | sinned again:
the light of the world and the goodness of God, | have grieved the Spirit and He is gone. | tempted the dev
and he has come to me. | have provoked God to anger and He has left me! | have so hardened my heart th
cannot repent!'.

Then said Christian, 'But there no hopes for such a man as this?".

'‘Ask him', said the Interpreter.

Then said Christian, 'Is there no hope, but you must be kept in the iron cage of despair?'.

The man replied, 'No, none at all'.

'Why? The Son of the Blessed is very pitiful andcifal and longsuffering'.

Listen to the man's words: 'l have crucified Him to myself afresh. | have despised His person, | have
despised His righteousness. | have counted His blood as an unholy thing. | have done despite to the spirit
grace. Theref@ | have shut myself out of all the promises, and now there remains nothing for me but
threatenings, dreadful threatenings, fearful threatenings of certain judgement and fiery indignation whicl
shall devour me as an adversary'.

Christian asked him, 'Favhat did you bring yourself into this condition?'.
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He replied, 'For the lusts, the pleasures, the profits of this world, in the enjoyment of which I did then
promise myself much delight. But now every one of those things also bite me and gnaw me fkag bu
worm'.

Christian says, 'But canst thou not now repent and turn?'.

Listen: 'No! God hath denied me repentance! His word gives me no encouragement to believe. Yea Himse
has shut me up in this iron cageor can all the men in the world let me loGt! Eternity, eternity, how

shall I grapple with the misery that | must meet with in eternity?".

Then said Intepreter to the Christian, 'Let this man's misery be remembered by thee, and be an everlasti
caution to thee'.

Listen, friend, our time hasoge this evening, but listen! Could that be you tonight? 'Oh! Eternity! Eternity!"

- perhaps you're so close, a foot off rejecting Christ for the last time, and He will say: 'It is enough!". You
could be a backslider tonight, and if you're truly a backsli®bu will never lift up your eyes in hell if you
were saved in the first placebut listen, believer who is outside the path, and the will, and the walking of
God's preceptslisten! 1 John chapter 4 says that there is a sin unto death, and if yon wislkbedience to
Christ and go too far on this earth, He will take you from this scene of time to protect His testinhy

take you to glory! But for this cause, many are sickly among you and do sleep.

| want you to see, as we close, not just @atlence, but God's provision. Now listen, if God is speaking to
you tonight- and | believe He could be speaking to someone here this evening for the very last time: Chris
for sin atonement makes. Christ can cover your sin. Christ, by His blood thaeHeisthe cross, He can
provide a covering, a veil for your guito plunge it away, to separate your sins as far as the east is from the
west, to dig them deep into the depths of the ocean. He can take them away, tonight! Will you listen to Hi
voice?Or will you harden your heart and be swiftly destroyed?

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Wo8ptember 2000
www.preachthe/ord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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"Ye Must Be Born Again”

Copyright 2000
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Well good evening everyone, let me thank you for the warm words of welcome from your Pastor on

behdf of the whole church here in Kilkeel. It's a great privilege to be here with you this evening,
and to be labouring with you in this mission in the Gospel. | trust, and hope, that as we go night by
night preaching the word of God, that the Lord will begsked to save people by the grace of God.

| want you to turn with me to a very well known passage of Scripture, it's a passage that | have preached ¢
many times and | haven't preached that many times, redtlyt John chapter 3 is probably known tosino

of you in this gathering this evening. It is a story of another individual who the singers were singing about
who the Lord met. It's a great thing to meet the L-orevonder have you ever met the Lord? This man met
the Lord, and | believe that the lcbis going to meet with someone this evening. Now, it's up to you what
you're going to do with the Lordwhether you're going to trust Him, whether you're going to accept Him or
reject Him. This man accepted the Lord.

In verse 1 we read this: "There wasnan of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 1
man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus aasdesa unto him,
Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemt
saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mothe
womb, and be born? Jesus ansaude Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which i
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ystibe born again. The wind bloweth where

it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so
every one that is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these thiaegssbe?
answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? Verily, verily, | sa
unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. If | ha
told you earthly things, and yeelieve not, how shall ye believe, if | tell you of heavenly things? And no man
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heav
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so musbrihef $nan be lifted up: That
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gav
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life".

Let's take a mment of prayer: Our Father in heaven, we come to Thee in the name of the Lord Jesus, and w
need Thee. None else will do David Legge means nothing, Kilkeel Baptist means nothing, we need God,
we need God the Holy Spirit. | need Him to fill me, thensinin the pew here this evening needs Him to
save them. So God, we pray that Thou wilt come and do a work of salvation in this place. In Jesus' nam
Amen.

In John chapter 3 the Lord Jesus Christ speaks to this man named Nicodemus. Now, | want yoe to not
this: three times the Lord Jesus Christ says something to this man. Now you might say that if the Lord Jes
Christ came to you one evening in the middle of the night, and you were awakened out of your sleep all of
sudden and at the bottom of theet there stood Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and He said something to you
once, | think you would be sure to listen to Him, wouldn't you? But Jesus Christ came to Nicodemus, and il
his middle of the night He said something to him three times! Now if 3&s$ssomething to you once, my
friend, listen. If Jesus says something to you twice, you'd better listen! And if He says threeainudse's
going to say it to you this eveningou've got to listen to what He is saying!
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Here is what He says, listéfiruly, truly, | say unto thee, Ye must be born again'. Have you ever heard those
words? | remember the last time | preached on these words, there was a man waiting at the door for me. |
shook hands with me and pulled me over to him, and | knew he wag gosay something that | wasn't
going to like. He said to me: 'Do you think you used your time well there this evening?'. | said: 'What do yoL
mean?'. He says: 'Well, you repeated over and over and over again 'Ye must be born again, Ye must be b
agairi, he said, 'There's a whole lot of other things that you could have said in that half anmntegye it

was a wee bit over half an hour! | said to that man, and | say to you: 'Do you know why | did that? Becaus
ye must be born again'.

Do you know tht? That's the essence of the Gospel. I'm not asking you do you understand what it means
I'm asking you have you ever heard it? Have you ever shut your ears and your eyes and your heart to tt
fact: that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, over and over agdiagain said to this man, 'Listen, listen to me in
whatever | say, Ye must be born again'. Well, are you? Are you? You say: 'Well, | don't understand what |
means to be boragain'. Well, I'm going to explain to you, with the help of God, what it means.

'In the beginning’, we read this, the word of God says, 'God created the heavens and the earth'. | know h
the world doesn't believe that any more. They'll tell you that you can go and shake hands with you
grandfather, or your gregrandfather, or yauancestor way down the liresome chimpanzee, or some wee

cell in the middle of this pool of mud. They tell us that we come from the monkeys, and we come from all
sorts of things, but we definitely don't come from God! My friend, the word of God saybe'beginning

God created the heavens and the earth'. So what is man? If God created us, what is he? The Bible says
man is created in the image and the likeness of his Creator God. That simply means this: the first man cot
know God, could know ththings of God, he had a will that delighted to do the things that God wanted him
to do, he had a heart that loved the things that God loved. But we read in Genesis chapter 3 that the de
came in!

Has that ever happened to you? The devil has comesn;ttee? He came in here in the garden, and God
told them: 'Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good an
evil, don't eat of that one: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die'id\Satad say?

'‘Go on, you'll not die at all'. They took, and they ate, and they disobeyed &@utlit says that from that
moment that sin meant that death came upon all of creation. From that moment on men were no longer in t
exact image of their Creat®od, but the word of God says: '...and Adam begat a son in his own image'.

That's what big theologians call ‘the fall'. Men and women have fallen from the glory where God had create
them. He had created them to be like Him, to walk like Him, and itedkHim, and do all things like their
Creator God but they fell and were marred, and God's beautiful design and picture was defaced. That's whe
the Bible means have you ever heard these words: 'We are born in sin and shapen in iniquity'? That's wha
the Bible means when Paul says: 'There is no difference, for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory «
God'. That's what the Bible means when Isaiah, seeing himself and the children of God in Israel, said: 'Fro
the tip of the head to the tip of ttee they were covered in putrifying, oozing sores of sin'.

| wonder do you see yourself that way? Do you know what the gospel of Jesus Christ is? It's how the imag
is, that stamp of God upon His creature, can be restored. The Bible teaches thatwas dinét can happen

is that the Holy Spirit of God comes back into man and back into woman, and restores the life of God intc
those that are spiritually dead. The Bible calls it the 'new birtbiv life! To be regenerated, to have the life
revived withinyour soul, to have the Spirit of God come into your heart and breathe new life into everything
that is dead. The Lord Jesus Christ says to you, my friend, as He said to Nicodemus: 'Except a man be bo
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God'.
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If | was o ask you all to put your hand upwvhoever wants to see the kingdom of Gotin sure that
everybody's hand would be up, wouldn't they? Who wants to go to heaven? Everybody puts their hand u
don't they? Oh, they all argue about the way they get thar@uo$e- I'm not talking about thatbut there is

a desire within their soul, within their heart, that when they die they will go to be with God, whoever their
god may be. Jesus Christlo you think He's a liar, do you? Stand up if you think He's aliaryou think

He was a lunatic? Well, be a man about it, or a woman about it, and stand up and say to everybody here tl
He was mad, He was off His head! Well, if He was neither, He says to you: 'If you're to see heaven one da
my friend, if you're to gt to Glory, and if you're to get with all loved ones that have gone before you that
were saved ye must be boragain'!

What is it to be boragain? Well you'll know, better than | do coming from the city, that every creature that
is born into this wod has a nature after its own kind. In other words, you can't train a bird to crawl, and for
the same reason you can't train a snake to fly, because they are true to their nature. A caterpillar crawls, an
bird flies. But one day when we watch, perhapsvieeks and months, a caterpillar crawling along the
ground- and suddenly onday it sprouts wings and it flies, what do we say? 'Boy, that's a clever caterpillar.
Look what that caterpillar has accomplished, that caterpillar must have read a bookgir_figik what has
happened!- you don't say that, why? Because it's its new nature: caterpillars change from caterpillars tc
butterflies. You could say it's been beagain, couldn't you? It's been born again! It's a new life!

Let me say this: do you séeyou're a sinner and you're all sinners, the Bible saysut if you're not born

again, if you're not saved, you might as well try and breathe life into an old dead Mummy in a tomb or &
pyramid in Egypt, you might as well try and talk with your faotd hear with your nose, as try and be born
again of yourself! Have you got that? It's impossible! Water never rises above its own level, sure it doesn'
Jesus says: 'That which is born of the flesh is flesh', and there are hundreds of people acodsanar |

they think because they were born a Protestant, or because they were born a Roman Catholic, people all o
the world who believe because they were born Muslim or whatever that that is their ticket to heaven. Liste
to Jesus: 'That which is borntbie flesh is flesh¥ no good- you need to be born of the Spirit.

You can cultivate it, you can look after it, you can dress it up, you can refine youwsalf soul- whatever

it may be. You can send it to church, you can make it religious, butdfteaf God says that you can never
breathe life into your soul. You might as well try and lift yourself up by your shoelaces, as to generate nev
life, to bring salvation into your soul, and to one day go and be in the kingdom of y@odcan't do it. |

know there's people rushing around everywhere, and people will do anything, give anything, just to try
something to become spiritual, to become accepted by God. | know people in the south of Ireland, and the
cut themselves, and they walk up rocks on baee&nbleeding. They pray and they fast, and they do all
sorts of things to enter the kingdom of God. Jesus-satid that men and women here would listen to Jesus!

- 'Except a man be boiagain, he cannot see the kingdom of God'.

Do you know what you nel® You need to be boamgain. Some of you farmers will know what a pig is
that's just about as far as it goes for me, | could tell you one whether it's on the plate or on the farm, but
know a pig. You can take a pig, can't you, and you can put ieibakh and give it a good scrub. You can
take it and put deodorant on it, and perfume, and talcum powder, and you can give it a lovely name. You cz:
perfume it and then dress it up in a beautiful tuxedo and fancy bow tie, and you can bring it to the dinne
table and set it down. You can talk to it and say all manner of things about it, but when it startsvioa¢at

is it? It's a pig. That's the nature of the thing. No matter what you do to it, it doesn't make any difference. It'
still a pig!

My friend, maybe you go to church, maybe you say your prayers, maybe you read the Bible, maybe you'r
faithful and give to the poor, maybe you're good to your neighbour and you do all manner of tngs
you're hoping that one day, when you get to Glory, andv@bde there or Peter at the pearly gates, and he
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weighs up your good and your bad, that you'll just slip in! Not a bit of it! For 'Except a man badgaomn
he'll never be in the kingdom of God'.

Peter says that we must be partakers of the divingenaDo you understand that? What that means? You
need to be born of God! God needs, in a meeting like this, or at home when you open the word of God, ar
when you look to God and pray to God, and when you seek God has to come and breathe new life in

your soul'! God needs to come, and God needs to save your soul. God needs to change you to be a r
person, because you know as well as } dod your wife or your husband knowthat, no matter how much

you try, you can never change yourself!

Have ya ever seen an apple tree that yields two types of fruit? Have you? One side is apples and the oth
side is pears? You can get thathat it simply is is a branch has been cut off the apple tree, and a few shoots
have been cut off a pear tree, and what gardener does is: he cuts a slit in the little stump of where the
branch on the apple tree was cut off, and he shoves those little pear shoots down that stump. He pt
beeswax on it and a bit of cloth, and in a year or two's time one half of the ¢mered in apples, and the
other half is covered in pears. Do you know what he has done? He has put in a new nature. My friend, yc
need Jesus Christ! Do you hear me? You don't need a church, you don't need a preacher, you don't need
denomination, youmeed Jesus Christ! You need Him to come to you, you need Him to save you, because
Jesus Christ was the one who was born into this world so that you might keglagrn

Did you know that? You know the Nativity story at Christmas of how He was bornhatartanger. You

sing about it and you read about it, but do you realise why He was born there? He was born that you mig
be bornagain! He was born so that He might grow, so that He might mature, and one day so that He migt
be taken by wicked and cruehmds of His own creatures and stripped naked. They spat upon Him, they
mocked Him, they bruised Him, they pulled the hairs from His beard, and they whipped Hidmaekord

of God says until it was like a ploughed field. They beat His face so thaiveie marred more than the face

of any man He was almost unrecognisable as a human being!

Why did God do that? Why did God send a wee baby into the manger for something like that to happen? Di
He make a mistake? Did He turn away His eyes for a coupteoofents, and then man and the devil came

in and did something that He didn't know about, behind His back? Not a bit of it! Oh yes, man tried all tha
he could to kill the Lord Jesus. The devil did all that he could throw at Him there at the cross taureake s
that this Messiah, the Son of God, would die and never live again or trouble the devil. But, my friend, lister
to what the prophet Isaiah saydisten now: 'lt pleased the Lord to bruise him...for he hath put him to
scorn...he hath laid on him theanity of us all'.

Did you hear that? All our sins were laid on Hirgour sin my friend! Your drunken nights, your abuse to

the wife, your running around, your fiddling the books, all those things that God calls sin, and that God on:
day will condemn in &ll - all of that was taken off you and put on Christ there at the cross! He suffered my
hell, He suffered my punishment, He stood in my place, He took the rap for me, He became my substitute
The amazing thing is this: He did it for you, do you know thé&® anybody ever told you that? You see,
Jesus said to the same man that He said: "You must bagam, He said, 'Moses, the same way as he lifted
an old serpent up in the wilderness, and everybody loekdaat happened there was the story thaagye

had gone through the whole nation of Israel, and they were bitten all over. They were dying, and they wer
wriggling around in the dust with the poison going through their bloodstreard they didn't know where

to look, or who would help them. Thayere dying! Moses was told by God to go and get this brazen
serpent, stick it on a pole, stick it in the middle of the desert. He said: 'Look, if you look to that pole, you'll
live!'.
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There's people hereand | know it- and they're squirming around ineir sin in the dust and the dirt. Oh, they love
their sin- but it's a lovehate relationship, they wish they could get rid of it, but they can't live with it and they can't
live without it. They're lying there squirming in agony, and Jesus Christ isenaréss, and He's crying out to them:
'‘Look and live! Look and live!'. There with His puffed, bleeding eyes that men had beaten, He looks down upon yot
this evening. All that He is looking for is that you, as you squirm there in your own sin and degradagour own

dead nature, is that you turn your head where you are and look at Him! Look at Him dying for you! Look at Him, in
love, shedding His blood for you, taking God's wrath and exhausting it for you!

He wants you to turn from your sin, my friende wants you to come by faith and look and live! Oh, you can't do it
any other way. If | was to go home this evening and walk through the back door, and there's the kitchen clock and
has stopped. If | was to take it and say to my wife, Barbara: 'Ddhyok if we put in the livingroom it would start?”,

and | go and put it above the mantelpiece, but it's still not working. You take it down and then you go into the hall ant
try it there, and you swap at all around the plateat's what people are agj with their souls! They take it to this
church, the other church, they take it to this belief, or the other ttdingd they don't realise that it doesn't make a rap

of difference for: 'We must be beagain'!

My friend tonight, what are you going to 2l&Vhat are you going to do? Are you going to trust Him? | believe this
message is for someone! Are you going to say: 'Yes Lord Jesus, | realise that | need tealgaibharhthe Spirit of

God. | can't change myself, | can't take myself on some kind pdrsatural ladder to heaven through doing good
works. Lord Jesus, You're going to have to make me-agam, You're going to have to save me!'. Have you realised
that? Have you realised that you need to look to Calvary, where Jesus died for you bedawusd keu? If you've
realised it, do you know what you need to do? You need to turn away from your sin, you need tothgpaneans

turn away, and turn to God and be done with your sin. You need to come by faith and say: 'Lord, I'm trusting in the
cross alone, and what you did at the cross alamathing to do with me I'm going to trust the blood that saves me!'.

You need to ask Him to take your life and make it His own.

Let's bow our heads. God has been speaking, because His word never retuttisnwiid. There are those that are

not saved, and maybe it's dawning on them that they've no hope of heaven. My friend, let me tell you this solemnly:
you've no hope of heaven, the only place is hell. What are you going to do? Are you going totwéalthisuplace

again, like you've done in a Gospel meeting before, and say: 'Ach, a lot of nonsense'. Or you know in the depths
your soul that there's a bit of truth in it, but you love your sin too much, you love the booze too much. What are yol
goingto do? My friend, if you want to have peace, if you want to have rest, you need to have the forgiveness of you
sins, you need to get right with God. All you need to do is look to Him now in faith, ask Him, and say: 'Lord, Lord, I'm
sorry. Lord, I turn fom my sin. Lord, will You save me?'. Why not pray it now?

I'll be shaking hands at the door on the way out, if you want to speak to me about your soul, | know God is speaking
you - so speak to me. If you want to sit where you are, you don't wantwoadiiention to yourself, sit here a while and

let everybody go out. I'll come in and I'll have a word with you. But no matter how young you are, how old you are,
who you're here withlisten: don't leave this building tonight without being bagain.

Let us pray: Our Father, we thank Thee for the Gospel that is so simple. From the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, thr
times He says: 'Ye must be beagain. For except a man be bawain, he cannot see the kingdom of God'. Lord,
there are people dead imeir sin, and they know it. Lord, they need to be born not of the flésty've been born of

the flesh and it's done them no goedalit they need to be born of the Spirit. Lord, only Thou canst do that this evening.
We pray that Thou wilt come, dear Gited Holy Spirit, and save men and women in this place this evening. So we ask
Thy blessing now as we go our separate ways, and pray that none will leave this building without knowing Christ a
their Saviour- for it's in His name we pray. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The Wl - June 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preatithevord.com
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Job. The book of Job in the Old Testamedbn't worry if you don't have ailide with you, or you can't
find the book of Job, you can listen as we read the word of God together. Job chapter 23, Job chapter
and we'll take time to read the whole chapter to get the context.

I f you have a copy of the word of God with you this evening, we're turning in our Bibles to the book of

"Then Job answered and said, Even to day is my complidier: my stroke is heavier than my groaning. Oh
that | knew where | might find him! That | might come even to his seat! | would order my cause before him,
and fill my mouth with arguments. | would know the words which he would answer me, and understand
what he would say unto me. Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength i
me. There the righteous might dispute with him; so should | be delivered for ever from my judge. Behold, |
go forward, but he is not there; and baekd, but | cannot perceive him: On the left hand, where he doth
work, but | cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that | cannot see him: But he knoweth th
way that | take: when he hath tried me, | shall come forth as gold. My foohélatiis steps, his way have |
kept, and not declined. Neither have | gone back from the commandment of his lips; | have esteemed tt
words of his mouth more than my necessary food. But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? And whe
his soul desireth,ven that he doeth. For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many suct
things are with him. Therefore am | troubled at his presence: when | consider, | am afraid of him". This is the
verse that | want us to concentrate on this evening: Gant maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty
troubleth me: Because | was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the darkness from |
face".

Let's come before the Lord in a word of prayer, and ask His help as we come to His preciouSurord.
Father in heaven, we thank Thee for the word of God. We thank Thee that there is power in the word of Go
Lord, we don't handle it lightly this evening but, Lord, we need help're weak. Lord, we really do ask that

Thy Holy Spirit may presence Hire with us, that He may come and do the job that He does so well of
saving souls for eternity. Fill me with Thy Spirit | pray, and may there be a divine consciousness that God i
in this place, for we ask it in Jesus' name. Amen.

Let's look at verse 1@&gain, of the chapter: 'For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me'.

If you know the story of Job you'll know that the devil came to God, and the devil said: 'There is this mar
Job, and he serves You, but he only serves You because hedfviar following You'. So God says: 'l will

test my servant Job to prove to you, Satan, that he follows Me because he loves Me. And when he is tried’,
our passage says, 'he will come forth as gold'. God permitted Satan to do such with him. idddostyh

he lost his cattle, he lost his business, he lost his home, he lost absolutely everything. He's sitting on a pile
ashes with boils all over his body, and he is asking God: 'God, what are You doing?'.

Now Job was a saved man, as we say todaywas a Christian, he followed God. But even Job, because of
the way God was dealing with him, he could turn to God and say: ‘God, You're melting my heart, You're
softening my heart and, Lord, You're troubling me to the depths of my soul!'. | wondee lyau been at

these meetings in the week gone by, and God has started a process in your life of softening your heart &
troubling your soul. The Bible calls that by this name: 'Conviction of Sin'.

What is it? It's simply this and God describes it dtle bit in the work of a saint, but it's also in the work of
the unsaved sinnerit says: 'He is in one mind, and who can turn him? And what his', God's, 'soul desireth,
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even that he doeth'. You've heard the Gospel, perhaps, or someone gave youraayaet not from this
church- or you heard the Gospel somewhere else, in the open air, or through a book, or through a video,
through a friend and for some reason you, after hearing the word of God, have been troubled about it. Youl
heart has been gehed, something has been pricked into your soul, something is different now. You begin to
think about these things and the thought of God, and your sin, and eternal things, and salvation, is real
troubling your soul! That's the conviction of sin.

Let me say this: it is God that is doing it. You might say: 'How can God do such a nasty thing? I'm troubled
to the very depths of my soul, | feel it in my bones! There's something wrong, | can hardly sleep at times,
can hardly rest because this thing is goon my head'. Friend, listen! It is God! God has one mind
concerning you, God has His eye on you, God has His finger, His hand, upeangtie is determined not

to let you be lost. God is not willing that any should perish, and He doesn't want yarstg my friend. If |

can say it reverently: God is hunting you down! God wants to make you uncomfortable, He wants to mak
you tremble, He wants to make you frightened and uneasy because of the-Gespelse He knows that if
you're too comfortable ydunever ever want to come to Him!

It's the word of God that does this. It's not Alangled ideas, it's the oldshioned word of God. You see

God Himself describes the word of God as a hammer. Your heart may have been hard, and maybe it's he
this evaning, and you're like the frost outsideach time you hear the Gospel it's like another layer on top of
the previous layer, and it gets harder and harder and harder and harder, until you can sit in a meeting o
mission like this and it doesn't affeabwy at all! My friend, God's word is like a hammer, and it can smash
and break the hardest of all hardened hearts. God's word is called the sword of the Spirit. It-isdimdble

it's so sharp, the word of God says, it can divide the very bone fromatrevm the soul from the spirit.
Perhaps you've been sitting under the word of God, and you've almost felt a dagger go into your heart au
into your life because God is speaking to you!

The Psalmist says: 'Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a lightnineath'. Maybe in these nights, or in
some other experience that you've had in your life, you have found the word of God shining into your hea
like a laser beam, uncovering things thatome else knows about, the secret things of your heart andrin you
life. God, like a light, has shone in! You know what it was like this morning, a beautiful morning. Maybe
you were in the kitchen or the bathroom, and the sun was shining through the wiaddwhat happens?

You could have dusted, ladies, the housertigit before- but it doesn't matter, when the sun shines in
through the window you see the dust float everywhere.

Has God's word made your heart soft? Oh, there are many things that can make our heart soft. The birth o
child can soften a hardenedrkker or gambler, so much so that they want to leave their old ways for the
sake of their child. Maybe they'll send their child to Sunday School, bring it up asadlesb Christian,
because their heart has been softened by nature's cries. There arg shimgan a bereavementthat can

soften the heart, but can | say that that is not conviction of sin! Conviction of sin is when God comes in witt
His word, and He begins to do something supernatural. He makes your heayosofiimost think it could

break, you've no rest, you've no peaead like Job says: 'the Almighty troubleth me'.

Do you know what God has been doing? He's been sitting at His divine drawing board, working out how
He's going to trouble you. He wants you to be moved, He wantsoybe shaken out of your lethargy and
your apathy and your carelessness, because of your soul. He'll do anything, by anyway, by any means,
bring you out of that quicksand of indecisiohne wants to trouble your soul, my friend!

There was a great rewlist preacher in America by the name of Charles Finney, you can buy his biography
on the table at the back. He was a man so full of the Holy Spirit, a man so anointed of God to preach tf
Gospel, that hundreds of thousands of unbelievers came into tieokinof God because of him. Do you
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know what the records say? The state in America where he was having his revival meetings was at the coe
a bit like Kilkeel. Boats that passed the shoreline a hundred milesveait till you hear this- they were
playing cards and poker, gambling, smoking their fags, drinking their booze, doing all those sorts of things
but as soon as they came within the radius of where Finney was, and where God was moving, a silence ca
upon them. It all stopped, and they stoall, shey feared that if they took another drag, or another sip, or
another bet, that God would come down upon them!

Do you feel any of a measure of that my friend? There could be reasons why God has softened your heg
there could be reasons why Godrsubling you, and | think the first reason could be this: God has been
uncovering your sin. That's what troubles us the most. You don't like being caught, do you? It's like the
criminal that murders someone, and what does he do with the dead body?éerdigghup his garden and
buries it and then builds a patio over it, or he takes the body and he ties something heavy to it and puts it ir
bin bag and throws it into the river. What's he trying to do? He's trying to bury the evidence of his crime, he'
wanting to get rid of it. Maybe, my friend, in your life God has been bringing the skeletons out of the
cupboard He's been reminding you of the things that you thought that you'd forgotten long ago, you'd wiped
off your memory and time had erased, bubélh sudden God is softening your heart to these things. God is
troubling you, and you wish you could forget them all again!

Is it the sins of youth? Job talked about the sins of youth. He said that his bones 'were full of sin of his youtt
which shall ile down with him in the dust'. He was saying that he would take his sins of his youth with him,
they troubled him so muchhe couldn't forget about them. David cried to God: 'Remember not the sins of
my youth, nor my transgressions, according to Thy mdReynember Thou me in Thou goodness, O Lord'.

Is it forgotten sins? You may have forgotten, my friend, but God has not. Jesus Christ, one day, will stan
upon the earth and He will look eyeball to eyeball into your face, and He says: 'Every idle wongrhat
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgement'. Secret sins, He says: 'There is nothi
hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad', in th
day when God shall judge tlsecrets of men's hearts by Jesus Christ according to the Gospel.

Is your sin troubling you, my friend, is it? Because it ought to! If God is working with your heart, and if God
is striving in your life, you can be sure that if there's unrest, if ther&asiness, it is God who is the
originator of it because God wants to save you! The apostle John says that: 'If we say that we have n
sinned, we deceive ourselves, and make God a léarl anybody in this place that doesn't feel God upon
them becausefoheir sin, they're deceiving themselves. Maybe God is softening your heart, or troubling you,
because He is uncovering your sin.

Secondly, perhaps it's because you're starting to feel the guilt and the danger of your sin. It's like leg:
conviction. Wha you're caught in a crimeor, as the saying goes, you're caughtiradded do you know

what that feels like? The embarrassing feeling of knowing that you've been caught doing wrdageded
embarrassment and guilt. Some of you, perhaps, know whdtki. It's the feeling of standing in the
courtroom, and there is the judge and the jury, and you've gone through the trial and dug up all the dirt
washing. You're waiting for the pronouncement, the judgement upon aod then, when you hear it and

it's the worst that you can hear, there is that sinking, burning feeling rising up in your soul. The feeling of
guilt and terror at what has happened!

| wonder has God's customs officer stepped onto the boat of your life and found something? HasdHe? It's :
tragic that it is softening and squeezing your heart, and troubling you to the depths of your being. In thes
last nights or, my friend, in your life, has the Holy Spirit put His chains and handcuffs upon you? Has the
divine jailer imprisoned you, andarsed your conscience to what is going on in your life? Let me say this:

if that is what is happening in your life, the likelihood is thikat you're trying to close your ears to God!
You're trying to shut Him up! You're trying to harden your heartramdb yourself! What often a lost man
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or woman, or a backslider, does is: they go and they runlbagdand saturate themselves in their sin to
numb themselves to the conviction of God!

They'll go and get full to try and numb the dagger blows of the wbf@lod into their heart, and the slashes

of the tweedged sword of God's word. You've heard about men and women drowning their sorrows, well
some of you have been drowning your convicti@r at least trying to. But just as you wake up with a sore
head tle next morning, you wake up with a sore hedrécause He is softening your heart, He is troubling
your spirit, and God is moving among you. God is speaking to you through your family, through a church,
through a tract, through somethingnd it seems #t, no matter how far you run away from the sound of the
Gospel, everywhere you turn, everything you go to do is troubling you because the Gospel darts of God a
flying full at you!

| heard about a man a few weeks ago, and he was declaring how he ws#ldwith God, and he used to

as he said be a believer, but he could 'never go to church any more'. He could 'never even send his childre
to church, because they are so out of touch with reality, and Christianity isn't as it ought to be'. Tleen, in th
next breath, he says this: 'l don't know why I'm going on about this, for I'm not interested at all'. As William
Shakespeare says: 'He protests too much'. Are you one of these people-thatutta@hristians, Christian
churches, Christian ministers, afgrm of Christian doctrine or anything? You know why you do it, your
friends don't - they think you're big and tallbut your friends don't know that, inside your heart, what you
doing is: you're trying to drown out God's conviction! You're trying tavaace yourself that you want
nothing to do with all this! You just wish God would stop speaking!

You're like Cain, remember he killed his brother? God punished him, and Cain turned round and said to tt
Lord: 'My punishment is greater than | can bearthiat the way you feel? God is weighing you down. Like
the nation of Israel, He said that they'll find no ease for their foot, 'neither shall the sole of thy foot have res
but the Lord shall give them a trembling heart, failing eyes, sorrow of mind:ti#eidlife shall hang in

doubt before their eyes; they shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of their life’. Do y
fear for your life day by day? In morning, do you say: 'Would to God that it was the evening', and in the
evening you sayWould to God it was the morning'? Are you like David? David says in the Psalms that his
life was spent in grief, he sighed year after year, his strength failed him, God's arrows stuck into him fas
God's hand pressed sore upon his brow, there washim teis bones because of the heavy burden of his sin
crushing him down! He said that his wounds stank, even that his family and his friends wouldn't come nec
to him! Is that the way you feel?

If you feel like that, God is after you! Are you trying tmlé from God? Are you trying to bury your head in

the sand? Are you trying to turn your back, plug your ears to God? What are you trying to do, my friend"
Because the Holy Spirit of God is coming after you, and perhaps it's not just because He's uyoovered
sin, or He's making you feel the guilt and the danger of your But perhaps, as you've heard about the
cross, and as you've heard about Christ bleeding and dying and in agony, of Christ bearing the world's hell
that they wouldn't have to, aswwee heard about Jesus being stripped naked, being shamed, being spat upor
being buffeted, being mockedyou have heard God say: 'Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflictedh&wras wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for your iniquities: the chastisement of your peace was upon him'. He w
punished so that you might have peace! As you hear that God poured out His soul as an offering for your si
perhaps you've saind you've thought: 'That was because of me! And | know it! I've been told it since | was
a child, and there's many a time it has bothered me, and | just wish it would stop!".

My friend, there's two ways it will stop. Listen, the first is: if you turonmd to God one time too many and
say: 'Leave me alone' in the time that He listens, the next time you hear His voice will be in hell. The secon
way to get rid of it is to do what the Jews did. Do you know what a scapegoat is? You talk about a scapego:
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and it's someone blaming another person to get themselves off the hook. What they did in Judaism was: th
got a lamb, a goat, and the high priesatho represented the people before Gpdt his hands on the head of

the goat and confessed his sins, arehtthey took the goat and loosed it out into the wilderness. It was
symbolising that all their sins were going away.

Christ is your scapegoat. God has put on Him, God has blamed His Son, to get you off the hook. God's Spi
is striving with you to makgou realise that it was your guilt, your sin, that was put upon Christ and killed
Christ! He died that we might be forgiven. You've heard about heart transplants and kidney transplant:
where another person's organ has been taken and donated to one Welkdtlis was the sin transplant
where God took your sin and my sin and put it upon His own Son! Do you know something? Listen: if you're
to be free of this troubling of your soul, and this softening of your heart, my friend, listen: 'Burdengare lift
at Calvary'. You need to get your eyes to Calvary, you need to see that bleeding Lamb taking your plac
dying in your room. You need to see that it was because of your sin, it was because of your wrong and yo
rottenness you need to see that! Youextto fall at the feet of God and say: 'Lord, I'm sorry. Lord, | take
what You did for me there. | ask You to save me, and forgive me, and take me to Glory withavdu'
when you do that, just like Christian in Pilgrim's Progress, the burden on youwitiacitl away!

Maybe God is troubling you because of the cost to leave your sin. You know the fear of the sinner comin
off his sin is like the drug addict going through cold turkey. It's like the alcoholic with the shilegsneed

it! They want it! They can't live without it! It's like your sin, my friend, have you ever seen a doctor who is
pleading with a person with lung cancer to give up the cigarettes because it's killingahdnthe doctor

can't cure them because they won't help themselresklcoholic lying in an intensive care bed with a liver

like a sardine shrivelled up, lying there with a body poisoned with alcohol, and he's pleading with him: "Will
you not stop drinking? It's going to kill you!but he can't! He won't! He needs it!

My friend, you will never be free from your sin, you'll never be free from the pain and the guilt and the
judgement of your sin listen to me!- until you come to Christ. He'll take the burden, and He'll heal the
heart. He'll give you a new heart, Heivg you a new nature, He'll give you a new life, He'll give you peace
with Himself, He'll give you a hope of home in heaven. He'll give you everything that He has promised
within His word- my friend, what could stop you?

What are you going to do? Is yoleart soft? Is God troubling you? Listen: God wants you so much that He
was prepared to buy you with the blood of His own Son. Would you not give Him your life, this evening,
and finish this whole thing with God? The peace of God that passes all undegtaill rule in your heart

and your mind through Christ Jesus.

Now, if God has been speaking to your heart this evening it is of utmost importance, and there will never b
a bigger, more important, or greater decision that you will have to make irifgotivan to listen to Him.

Why not trust Him now? Hear His voice with a softened heart and a troubled soul, turn to Him, away from
your sin. Trust the death of the Lord Jesus, and His blood that was shed, and ask Him to save your soul. Y
can do it nowwhere you are, by lifting up your heart to God in prayer, and saying: ‘Lord, I'm sorry. | have
sinned, | turn from my sin, | trust the Saviour's death. Lord, save me'. He will do it.

| have some booklets, and there are some sitting on the table onapouty They're free, you can take one
of them. You can talk with me this evening, for as long as is necesbatyisten: please don't go without
trusting Christ.

Our Father, we thank Thee for this time. We find it hard to even say this, but we b@akdr troubling us
about our eternal destiny. We thank Thee for softening our heart to Thy word, and to what the Lord Jesus d
for us- because He loved usat Calvary. For Lord, if You hadn't troubled us, we would never have been
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saved. Lord, | belie¥ that this message was for some soul here, because You are troubling them, and Yo
want them for Your own this evening. Lord, | pray that You will take them, take them from the devil, take
them from the world and their own sin, and put Your peace inio lileart and save their soul. We thank
Thee for this time, and we pray now that Thy blessing will go with us, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The Wl - June 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com

19



GOSFEL SERMONS Pastor David Legge

"Death"

Copyright 2000
All rights reserved

verse 8 of this chapter. This is the message, and | want to stress this before we begin, this is tt
message that | believe God wants me to give this ever@i{? That's important, that means that |
believe God has this message for someamaybe one, maybe two or maybe more peepieour gathering
this evening. So it's important that as we look at the word of God, that you realise that this message could |
for you.

Revelation chapter 6 and we'll take time to réan verse 1- we're concentrating this evening on

Verse 1, and Johnseeing a visio from God of things that are to comée said: "I saw when the Lamb
opened one of the seals, and | heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come
see. And | saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had andoavcrown was given unto

him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. And when he had opened the second seal, | heard 1
second beast say, Come and see. And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to
that sat thereon take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unt
him a great sword. And when he had opened the third seal, | heard the third beast say, Come and see. Ar
beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on hima pad of balances in his hand. And | heard a voice in
the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a pen
and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. And when he had opened the fourth seal,heheaimktof the

fourth beast say, Come and see. And | looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him \
Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to Kill
with sword, and with hungeand with death, and with the beasts of the earth".

We know that God will bless the reading of His own truth. Let's come before Him, and if you're a believer
let's pray and ask God to bless His word. Let us pray together: Our Father in heaven, we bWHaefo

and we thank Thee for the word of God. We thank Thee for the power of the written page, but we know the
this book is much more, for this book is inspired by Thy Holy Spirit. Therefore we pray that the One who ha:s
said He will reveal all truth untas may come into this place and reveal the truth of the word of God by
power to the heart of the unbeliever. Come and fill me, | pray, oh Holy Ghost. Come and descend upon us
convicting and in converting power, in the name of the Lord Jesus Chrisawemen.

Let us read this verse again, verse 8 of chapter 6, John says: 'l looked, and behold a pale horse: and his n:
that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth par
of the earth, to kill witrsword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth'.

You may be here this evening, and you don't believe in God. | may be speaking to someone who does
believe that God is Almighty, that God is the Creator of the universe, youlddieve He even exists! You

don't believe in a sixay creation, that God created all that we have in the world aroung/ats don't
believe it! You refuse to believe in heaven, you don't believe in hell, you don't believe in any aftartée

youte dead you're done for, you die as a dog, you're life's blown out like the light of a candle. You don'
believe in Jesus Christmaybe you're like some and you don't even believe that He lived, and if you believe
that He lived you don't believe He's tB®n of God, or God the Son. You don't believe that there was
anything particularly special about this man, you certainly don't believe that He was born to be the Saviol
of the world! You don't believe that He died at the cross to save you from your sinylwody from their

sin.
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Maybe you're like that. You certainly don't believe that after He died, whether He died for sin or not, that He
raised from the dead. You don't believe that He's ascended to heaven, you don't believe He's alive now. Y
don't beleve in the power of His blood to cleanse you from all sin. You don't believe in the preaching of the
Gospel. You don't believe in any gift of eternal life. Maybe you believe it's all a Christiadesgdion.
Maybe if | were to sever your arteries thigering, pouring from them would be bloedblood of an
unbeliever, blood of an atheist, blood of an agnostic, running through your veins. You do not believe!

Can | say to you this evening: the subject | wish to preach on, there will not be one unbeligngr
building. Every one of you will be a convert to the message that | have to preach this evening. Now lister
I'm going to preach it from the Bible, and you mightn't believe in the Bible, you mightn't believe it's the word
of God. I'm not going to gach it from the newspaper, or from politics, or from a perioditgjuarantee

you that what | preach to you this evening, you're going to believe!

What is it? It's 'Death’. Do you believe in it, my friend? Do you? Do you believe that people diefsSure |
thing that you, perhaps, live with day by ddyut you live as if it didn't exist. It's a thing that we all prepare
for with wills, insurance policies, all sorts of thingbut we hate to talk about it. No matter how much we
prepare for it, we nevewant to mention it and we certainly don't want to hear about it from a gospel
preacher, some Bibleasher.

For some of us it's a twweek wonder, isn't it? When someone in our family dies, or a friend is bereaved, all
of a sudden it comes home to battlife at best is very brief, and you can't be sure of tomortbat we can

be gone in an instant, we cannot boast about what we're going to do tombrurbusually it only lasts for a
couple of weeks. Then the reality, the mundane drone of theiatigter life that we all live drowns out the
loud scream of death.

This, imagine, it's one of the most real things in the whole of the world and in life, but rarely do we ever take
it seriously enough to just, for one moment, think about the implicatibnsPsychologists tell us that most

of us laugh about it, it's one of the most popular subjects of huntalsing about undertakers, and funerals,

and coffins- but behind that laugh, that great 'Ha, ha' that we all have around the subject othaeath,
psychologist tells us that it's because of our own insecurity with it. Because we can't talk about it seriously
or soberly, we have to joke about it to get it out of our conscience.

| suspect there are some of you sitting here and saying: 'l dam# ¢o listen to all this. I'm not here to
listen about death'. Or maybe you're thinking about all the reasons that you're going to tell the person you'
with that you'll not be coming back to this mission, or this church, to hear- tthiat man's just a
scaremonger, they're all the same, all 'hell and damnation'. Listen: do you know what | hear from the publi
at large today and from the world? Do you know what they try and tell me? 'For goodness sake, why don
you preach about something that's realalkRssues, real things that matter and affect people's-lisesial,

racial, politics, current affairs and the likewell, here it is! Here is the greatest current affair in the world
today: death.

It's all around us. It's in every nation. It's in gvéown, and there are people this evening mourning those
that they have lost in this very town. The book of the Revelation that we read from this evening, what it doe
is: it basically outlines the things that are still to come in our world, and thexcbimaorld history that is

still to come is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth. But everything after that will all be headinc
towards the destruction of a sinful world that has rejected God and His Christ and His Gospel. The next thin
that he Bible, and the book of the Revelation, prophesies about is what we were talking about with the
young people last night. It's called the 'Rapture of the church'. It simply is Jesus coming to the sky and takir
home to be with Him all those who love thertl Jesus, all who are washed in His blood, all who are trusting

in His death at Calvary to save them from their sin.
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Have you ever asked yourself why He takes all the Christians away? Do you know why? It's to curse th
earth, and He is going to curse #arth with a torrent of judgements. The Bible says that it is a time that the
world has never seen before, the world will never see it repeated again, it is called the 'Great Tribulatiol
period. Jesus tells us through the revelation of Himself in thog,kbat there will be many disasters upon

the earth, there will be bloody wars, holocausts, famine, global hunger, worldwide pestilence, earthquake
an exhausting of all earthly wealth, destruction of earthly life, and a breaking up of earthly poweaead

Look at Revelation 6, you can see it described in more detail in verses 12 to 17. Look at them, verse 12: 'Ar
| beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became
as sackcloth of hair, and tihheoon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scr
when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were maweaf their places. And the kings of

the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and evq
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to t
mountainsand rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?’

There is a day coming, my friend, and we have read about it fhienpassage of Scripture and,
specifically, verse 8 tells us about the fourth horseman of the apocalypse. Look at it, he is described in ver
8 as being a 'pale horse'. The Greek word in the New Testament that we get this description 'pale’ from is t
Greek word that we get the English word ‘chlorophyll’ from. Chlorophyll is the substance that runs througk
the veins of a plant to make it green, that pale green colour. Do you see what the Bible is saying? This hor
is pale, it is a greeny pale, ashallgr characteristic of white.

You know what it's like. You go to a wake, and you're taken up the stairs, and you look into a coffin and yot
see that colour. Pale, ashen, sickly, the colour of death itself. This fourth horse is that colour, and it says
the verse that God grants this horseman the authority to bring death to 25% of the world's poghktin

a quarter of all the world! Under the three previous horsemen the Bible says that there was false pea
brought, and then there was war, thberé was famine, then there was diseased, like the cavalry,
number four horse gallops along and he comes to shovel the corpses that have died and to bury them in
hordes of hell!

On that pale horse, it says, was Death followed by Hell. You knellvisha good partner for death because
hell, my friend- your minister mightn't tell you, your church, or a Sunday School teacher, or an R.E. teacher
mightn't tell you, but I'll tell you because your blood would be on my hahed is where you'll be ifou

don't trust Christ! All the dead are there because they're lost. My friend, as you've looked and you've listene
| know you probably haven't understood it albut as you're thinking right now about what God has
prophesied will happen, because Gaisg to bring it to happen, does it not put the fear of God into you?
Does it not make you fear for your life? Does it not make you fear for the future, about what is to come?

Maybe you don't believe any of this: 'It's all a lot of nonsense. Fortdmgtelich stuff, and trying to make

us fear about all the end of the world, how the world's going to go up in smoke oreve#lylet me ask

you this: do you believe in death? Because God says that, whether it will be a day for you when this fourt
horeman comes, whether it be then or it will be noat some point in your life you will die! Have no
doubts about it, that livid greenish pallor of death, whether it comes in the Great Tribulation or not, you car
be sure that that great grey stallion wilam across the highway of your life one day. Death will come, and

it will be just as devastating and just as paralysing for you as it will be for a quarter of the earth on that da
when they will cry for the rocks and the mountainghether they be kingsr paupers to fall on them, to

shield them from the wrath and the anger of Jesus the crucified Christ of God. Prince or pauper, young
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old, intelligent or foolish and ignorant, religious or blasphemous, nationalist or unionist, and even saved an
lost - all of us, if Jesus Christ does not return, must die!

It may not come by murder, it may not come by disease, or war, or famine, or earthquatkesy friend, it

will come! The Bible teaches that because of what Adam did in the garden of Eden, idgdhey, we are

all in Adam- we're all related to himand because we're all related to him, sin has been passed down to us
all and we have received death by our sin. The future is bleak, the Bible says: There is no man that ha
power over the spiritot retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death'. There is not one of you,
not one of you my friend, that can hold onto your next breéth in the hands of God. Your soul is there,

and when God wants to take it back to Himself, He valitd not one of us have the power over our spirits

or over the day of our death.

The Bible says that death, for many of us, will put an end to all our earthly progetswuch so that the
prophet said: 'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it witmtight; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest'. It strips you of your earthly possessions, for wi
brought nothing into this world, the word of God says, and it is certain that we will take nothiwgtous!

It levels all ranks, God said that the small and the great are there in death. Will you be there? My friend, yo
can be sureand | believe you believe you'll be there.

The Bible describes our life as a messenger on a horse that runs threwtgsert, you've seen them going
through the town maybe on a motorbike taking the post. They're whizzing by, and that's what our lite is like
Job says that it's like the span of a man's hand, it's like the weaver's shuttle as it goes round anderound. T
apostle James says it's like boiling the kettle, you watch the steam and it appears for a little time and then
vanishes away.

What will you do when God requires your soul? What are you going to do? Surely you believe in death’
What are you going toadwhen God takes your soul away from you? When the divine rent man of the soul
comes to collect your life again, when He comes to retrieve your debt of a life, what do you have to shov
Him for it? Jesus says: 'What shall a man give in exchange for hiz ldeutould gain the whole world, but

lose his own soul'.

My friend, when you go where there is no return, when you go into the dust, when you descend into th
silence, when you are cut down and your life flees as a shadow, what then? Will you be likenaheaDld
Testament called Korah? He suffered the death of a false religion. Do you know what he tried to do? It say
in the Bible that he offered strange fire to God, that means he tried to get to God his owthat'aymaybe

you! You're going to youchurch, and you're giving in, and you take Communion, and you're baptised, and
you've done everything right as far as you can-da you're trying to get to God not by the way of the
cross and the blood of the cross. It says of this man Korah, velabtdriget to God his own way and create
another religion, the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men t
appertained unto Korah, and all his goods. Why? Because he didn't go God's way.

Will it be the death of a kellious son, like Absalom the son of David? He wanted to be king, he wanted to
dethrone his fatherand maybe you're here, and you're walking over the heart of your father, you're ignoring
his prayers and his pleas for you to be saved. You go out andayeua wild night, and you come in and

you don't care what happens, or what he feels, or what he thinks. It says of Absalom that he was taken |
between the heaven and the earth, and the mule that was under him wenheswear was caught in a tree

ard he was hung!

There are many who will die the death of a false religionist, who will die the death of a rebellious son, ol
who will die the death of a loose womahke Jezebel. She was an immoral woman, worshipped false gods

23



GOSFEL SERMONS Pastor David Legge

with her body. It says inhe word of God that in her end, that they threw her down and some of her blood
was sprinkled on the wall and on the horses, and they trod her unddyémaiuse she rejected God!

Will your death, my friend, be the death of a drunkaltte King Belshazar? As he was there, mocking
God, blaspheming the name of God, getting drunk in the face of God, and God wrote on the wall the writing
‘Thou art weighed and found wanting'. It says that his countenance changed, his knees kaondk#g:

word of God say that night Belshazzar was slain

Will it be the death of two Christian pretenders? We read about them in the book of Acts, Ananias anc
Sapphira- | don't know whether they were saved, or whether they weren't saved, but | know this: that they
were imitatng. They had sold a field, and they pretended that they were giving all the money into the church
but they kept a wee bit back for themselves. Maybe you wouldn't be as deceptive as that about your givin
but you would give the impression that you're ai€ttan- but you're not. God struck them down one after
another, because they pretended to be something that they weren't!

Listen to me my friend: your pint of lager, and your packet of king size cigarettes, won't help you then! Your
career, your familyon't be able to pull you out of that black hole. Your denominational preference won't
make hair's breadth of difference! To hear some people talk, you know, you'd think that God was going t
look at their birth certificate whether they were a Protestamm a Roman Catholic. That God, when they get

to the pearly gates, is going to look at the Communion card, or the baptismal certificate, before He takes yo
soul! My friend, in God's name, will you waken up! For unless you have Christ, unless youing irughe

death of Christ and the blood of Chridtlis substitution for you you'll die and you'll go to hell.

At the end it says Hell followed after Deatlit didn't end there. The world views death in many ways, and
they talk about what follows &t death. Some say you'll come back as a tomcat, or a goldfish! Some say that
you'll go to a place called purgatory, and you'll suffer for your sins. Some say that there's this limbo betwee
heaven and earth, and it's neither one nor the other. My flistah: philosophy says he hopes to live again,
science says he may live again, ethics says he ought to live again, atheism says he will never live agair
Jesus Christ the Son of God says he will live again! As sure as night follows day, as sure dslloimger
summer, death has in its wake: hell.

Can you see the scene? It's your house, it's the number on your door, it's your beloved car that's in t
driveway, it's your son or daughter in the front living room, it's your husband or your wife makitegthe

and they're all there, they're all gathered together with their hankies, and it's your wake! My friend, if you are
not marked by the blood of Christ you will be in hell! That will be your wake! It's nothing to laugh about, for
some of you are mightyear it. You're nearer to it this evening, and | believe if some of you knew how near
you were to it, you'd be saved where you sit, where you are. Some of you have had close shaves in the p:
and you're gambling with hell and with Gednd anybody whgambles with God loses!

What are you going to do? Are you going to take a chance? Can | tell you: there is only one way out of hel
Listen, for if you miss this you miss everything: the remedy for death and the remedy for hell is found in 2
Timothy 1 andverse 10: 'Our Saviour Jesus Christ hath abolished death and hell, and hath brought life an
immortality to light through the gospel'. Do you see my blessed Lord Jesus? Out of love for yewosoul

soul- out of love for you, my friend, out of a desito keep you out of hell and to take you to heaven, out of

a desire to free you from your sin and your booze, and all the habits and all the thoughts and all the filth
words that come out of your mouth, and all the-sdifjiosity and selrighteousnesshat you have within

your heart of pride He wanted to save you from it all! He loved you so much that He went to that cross, and
He bled and He died and He suffered.
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Oh, how He suffered physicalhbut oh how He suffered spiritually! The word of Gsalys that God poured

out His soul as an offering for sin. Like an atomic bomb going off in a matchbox, Jesus Christ was punishe
for your sin. Have you ever known love like that? | know your wife loves you, or your husband, or your
children love you butdo they love you like that? My friend, you will never know a love like that, for there

is no love like that it's an eternal love, it's an everlasting love, it's a love that the world or the universe will
never see, because it's a love that was willingadhrough, almost literally, the fires of hell so that you
wouldn't have to!

Now, if you want, on your way out you can name to me somebody who would go and suffer an eternity o
hell for you in three hoursbut I'll not believe you. There is only onédnavwould be willing to do that, and
that's Jesus Christ. As His glorious spirit left His body on the cross, it was as if He jumped down off the
cross and grabbed hold of the very devil himself and put handcuffs on him. It was as if He went down to th
very fires of hell and He extinguished them for you, if you trust Him, and for me because | believe, by His
own blood. Martin Luther said: 'If one drop of blood was to fall into the caverns of the damned it would
extinguish hell for all eternity'.

Praise Godthere is power in the blood of Christ! There is power in the death of Christ to set you free from
death and hell, and from your sin and all that the world, the flesh, and the devil would pour over you! We ca
say, who know Christ, who have trusted in éésth: 'Oh death, where is thy sting? Oh grave, where is thy
victory?'. The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law, but thanks be to God which giveth u
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

What about you? Now listen: there wasen preached on a message similar in the gospel to this, and there
was a woman that went out the dedrwas a mission and she walked home, and she walked down the side
of the river, and she fell! She broke her leg, she was lying there and she tioeigfgs going to diebut by

the grace and the mercy of God she didn't die, and she was found. She was brought to the hospital, and
of the elders of the meeting went up to visit her and to talk to her about hebsbshe had no interest!

| believe that there's someone here, and you could have stared death in the face, and you still have
believed. | have heard of men who have taken three heart attacks in a row, sitting in front of their son who's
saved boy, yet it wasn't enough to bring thenChrist. Do you know what you need my friend? You need
saved, you need bow@mgain, you need to trust the Saviour's death at Calvary. You need to turn from your sin,
repent of it, forsake it and leave it for good. Turn to Him, you need to ask Him adtwpith Him to save

you and to show mercy to you, so that you'll never go to hell!

Let us bow our heads. | said at the beginning of this meeting that this was a message, and | believe it's 1
someone, or some people, in this building. |1 don't know why @ave you this message, but it doesn't take
Einstein to think about  for we're all going to die, but how will you die my friend? Will you die without
Christ and without hope? Or will you die safe in the arms of Jesus, and safe in His gentle cane? aghy

Him to save you now? Say: 'Lord’, from your heart, pray, 'Lord, | repent of my sin, | turn from it, | forsake it.
| turn to You, and | trust what the Lord Jesus Christ did for me at the cross of Calvary. | ask You to cleans
me with His blood. Lordsave me, take my life. In Jesus' name | pray, Amen'.

If you've done that this evening, from your heart by faith, please tell us at the door because we want to pr:
for you. We'll not embarrass you or anything like that. If you want to talk to me Ht bee door, and we

can go somewhere private and discuss this matter a bit more if you want some help to get right with Go
There are some booklets at the door on the table on your right on the way out, if you're down this aisle, ar
on your left down tts one. My friend, listen: you don't know what the next hour, even, will bring. The one
thing we can all know is this: that if we have Christ, we need not fear.
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Our Father in heaven, we ask that there would be none in this place this evening whofeer thiey face
the valley of the shadow of death, will not know the reality of the abiding presence of the Lord Jesus Chris
Come and abide with some soul this evening, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The WordJune 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachthe&ord.com
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We're turning to Luke's gospel, the gospel of Luke and chapter 13. Chapter 13 of the third gospe

and | want to read just five verses with you. We were thinking last evening of three things that the

Lord Jesus Christ repeated: 'Ye must be born again, ye must be born again, ye must be born aga
Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God'. Three times the Lord Jesus Christ said th
words, but the words that we're going to look at thiengwg He said twice within this same passage of
Scripture.

Verse 1: "There were present at that season some that told him", the Lord Jesus, "of the Galilaeans, whc
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto themseSygpbat these
Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? | tell you, Nay: b
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, an
slew them, think ye thahey were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? | tell you, Nay: but, except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish”.

Let's ask the Lord's help in a word of prayer as we come to His word. Our Father in heaven, we have re:
Thy truth and we knowhat Thy word is truth, that it is the sword of the Spirit, that it cuts the very bone and
marrow in two, that it has the power to convict of sin. But, our Father, we know that the word without the
Spirit is dead. We pray, dear God, that the Holy Spihty Holy Spirit- that power of Pentecost, as it came
upon them in that upper room, that this evening it would come upon this gathering, but Lord that it would
come in salvation. That He who convinces the world of sin, righteousness, and of judgemerd tdhadm

He may come this evening and save souls. Lord, fill me | pray, in Jesus' name. Amen.

The text | want to bring to you this evening is found in verse 3 and verse 5 of chapter 13. Jesus said, twic
He said it: 'l tell you, Nay: but, except ye reperd shall all likewise perish'. We learnt that when Jesus says
something it's very important to listen, didn't we? We learnt that when He says something twawites

He repeats Himsel remember that this is God in flesh, the Son of God, and Heriging Himself to us

this evening by His Spirit, and He is repeating something to you. He wants you to prick your ears up, H
wants your consciousness to become attentive to what He is saying. He is saying: 'This is of utmo:
importance to you, that ydisten- My child - to what | am saying: except you repent, all of you will perish’!

| know it's not a very popular subjecbut don't I know! For every preacher of the gospel in this land knows
that people don't like hearing about repentance, buniénbthe most important subjects in the gospel. You
could take a poll, look at the statistics, within our land of all the pulpits where a message is preached fron
and ask the question: Do you hear about repentance? The answer is 'No'. Why? Becausaysateh are

afraid to preach it because people don't like it! Sure, you know and | know that if we're half human beings
and we're half nice, you don't like to bring bad news to a person, do you? But you see the gospel, although
is good news, the baming of it for the sinner is awful news! You see, preachers want to bring a message of
happiness, they want to bring a message of a new life, they want to bring a message of salvation, but t
word of God teaches that until you realise that you're boamni, until you realise that you're bound for hell,
that you've no hope, that God's wrath abides upon your head and upon youarsdwdxcept you repent,
you'll all perish!
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Oh, it's hard to be told you're wrong, isn't it? Oh, sure, you can critieied it happens in life, doesn't it?

You hear your neighbours and they're talking about this one, and that one, and the otrercradly it
happens in churches that they're backstabbing one another everywhere! But what happens when some:
comes to yowand points the finger at you, you don't like it sure you don't? We're all the same, it's human
nature. You don't like being told you're wrong about anything. Oh, it's easy to load the gun at other people
isn't it, and shoot at them?

| remember hearingo@ut a young preacher, and he came into a meeting just like this. He was walking up the
aisle through the back doorst wasn't this church, nowhe was walking up the aisle and one man stopped
him and said: 'Now son, when you're preaching whatever gauhgn you get into that pulpit don't mention
discos'. He says: 'Why ever not?'. He says: 'Well, it's a bit sensitive because there's a deacon in this chu
and his son is running to the discos all the time, and he doesn't like anybody to condemn &irioor ith

He thought: 'Well, | suppose | could steer clear of that'. He walked a little bit more up the aisle and ther
another deacon stopped him, and said: 'Now, you see when you're preaching? Whatever you do do
mention drink, not drink! Because tleeare some people in this fellowship and they have shares in the
breweries. You know, if you mentioned it or condemned them, or frightened them off, maybe we wouldn't
get the revenue in the collection plate week by week. Don't mention wine, becausestrare'sf the
congregationt and they're not alcoholics or anything, but they like a wee glass of wine many once a week
with their family meal. Just a wee social one. Don't mention Sunday observance, because the Grand Prix
on on a Sunday afternoon. Domiention that, because they like to watch the match. It's harmless, it means
nothing, whatever you do don't mention those things'. The young man, by the time he got to the pulpit, h
turned round and he said: 'In heaven's name, what do you want me to?préhaere was a wee voice came

up from the back, and he said: 'Give it to the Jews, for there's none of them'.

Isn't that what we're like? Oh, give it to them, as long as it doesn't come near me! Hit out against that one al
the other one, preach agaitisat sin or this sin, but whatever you do don't preach against my sin! You're like
David, remember the king, and he committed adultery with Bathshebaharried woman. Then what
happened? He knew of his sin, he realised he was going to have to do sgrabthit it, and he made sure

that woman's husband was murdergulit him on the front line of the battle, made sure he was wiped out.
Then, like you, the one sin grew into another sin and it multiplied, and over and over again and again h
found himself n this morass of iniquity and transgression in the face of God. Then one day his door
knocked, and the prophet Nathan came to him. He says: 'I've a story to tell you King, and you're not going 1
like it. It's about a wee man and he has no kids, not ndadde has a wee lamb, a wee pet lamb, and he
nurses it. It sleeps in the same bed as him, it eats from the same cup as him, it's like his own child. But ther:
another man, he lives a wee bit up the road, and he's got plenty of flocks and plenty dfisheegpa great

farm and barns, he's wealthy, he's got everything going for him. One day there was a visitor coming to thi
rich man, and do you know what he did King? He went down to the wee poor man, and he took the wee pot
man's lamb and he roastedHhté prepared and he served it for the traveller for his meal'. David says: Tell
me who he is, and I'll sort him out. I'm not going to have that in my kingdom'. You know the story, Nathan

| can see him nowturned round to the King, and he could haws lus head for it, and he pointed the finger
and he said: 'You are that man'.

Oh, it's different when it comes near home, isn't it? It's different. Oh, make me a preacher, Lord, like Joh
the Baptist. Make us all Christians like John the Baptmit afear of man in any of the bones of his body.
He lost his head, you remember. Do you remember why he lost his head? Because he stood in front of t
king, King Herod, and he loaded his gospel gun with the seventh commandment: 'Thou shalt not comm
adultery - this old king had gone off with his brother's wife. He pointed it at the dirty old rascal and he fired
it, and he lost his life for it. My friend, there's a cost in preaching repentaarte can | say this from the
depth of my soul, and | mean thisftwee God: if it costs your praise upon this preacher, well, that's a big
price to pay but I'm going to pay it. For unless you realise that you need to repent of your sin, Jesus Chri
said: 'Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish'.
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You know, Paupreached the gospel of repentanc®t just Jesus, but Paul preached it. There's a story told
about a minister, and he used to go to what's called a minister's fratamdhlthere's nothing wrong with

that. All the ministers of the district met rounddaalked over a cup of tea. They used to exchange notes and
ideas about their pet doctrines, and they were all sitting round one day and the meeting was over. He we
home, and he went to his bed. As he was lying there in his sleep he had a dream,aanthteethe next

week of when they were in the ministers fraternal. They were all dressed in their long robes and garbs, ar
with their fancy books they were all sitting round, and all of a sudden Paul, Paul the apostle, burst in the
door! His hair was idhevelled, his face was scarred and he was limping. He had a bruised arm and a blac
eye. He looked around the circle and he said: 'Where, men, in God's name have you been preaching?"'.

You see, when you preach repentance you suffer for it. That's mdypgow'll hear a message here this
evening that you haven't heard before. Maybe you haven't heard it in 50 years, well you're going to hear
tonight - because it's the message that Jesus Christ the Son of God preached! As soon as His mouth v
opened irHis ministry on earth He said: 'Except ye repent, all of you will likewise perish'.

Why do people not repent today? Why is it not preached? Why is there a fear of man? Do you know why
Because repentance is admitting that you're wrong. If you look gtdbgage you'll see in verses 1 to 5 that
the Jews came to the Lord Jesus Christ and they cited two things that were happening around tt
environment of where Jesus was living at this time. They were all talking about it, it was in the newspaper:
they wee gossiping about it: 'Did you hear what happened the Galileans? They were sacrificing in the
temple, and Pilate sent his troops in and he slew those people worshipping God, and they mingled the blo
with the sacrifice! What an abomination unto God! Blespous! Did you hear what they did?'. Do you
know what was behind the Jews thinking? Their theology, whether written down or only in their mind, was
this: that if something terrible happens to you, oh, you must be sinful.

So they deducedthey put two ad two together and made fiveéhey deduced: 'These people must be awful
sinners for something to happen like that'. Then they said: 'What about those of whom the tower of Siloar
fell”? They must have been doing something in secret that only God knew. #wal! told in the story
about the blind man do you remember that blind person? The Jews came up to the Lord Jesus Christ an
said: 'What did his parents do that he's been born blind?'. There are so many in the world like that, aret
there? 'If youe in trouble it's because of sin'.

But do you see the thing that the Lord was trying to get across to them? Listen: 'You're running around ot
district and you're talking about this awful thing that has happened with the Galileans and the tower o
Siloam You're looking at the awful calamity and you're saying: 'They must be awful sinners', but | say unto
you except ye all repent, you'll all likewise perish. Don't you think for one moment that they're worse off
than you are, that because this accidenhlagpened to them that they're a bigger sinner than you are'. Jesus
Christ was drawing, like a curtain, all of humanity together and saying there's no diffevemether it be a

King, whether it be a paupeno matter who is born into this world: excépey repent, they'll all perish!

Did you know that? You must repent. | want to tell you that repentance isn't knowing you're-vetoeg

there are plenty of people that know they're wrong. This is something that must happen by the Holy Spirit ¢
God, Hemust come into your life, He must show you that you need Christ, that you need to turn from your
sin. There are plenty of people that know they're wrong, and they're carrying on in their wrongness and the
sinfulness- but they won't ever stop it or regeffhere are some people, you know, and they can't lay their
head on the pillow at night because they know they're wrong. They've wronged their wife or their children
they've known the many things that they've done in their past and it destroys themoyréstthem but
they've no intention of repenting. One day they will walk into the mouth of hell knowing that they were
wrong, but never repenting!
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It's more than being sorry. Oh, you can know you're wrong, but it's more than being sorry that yoei've do
wrong as well. Paul says: 'Godly sorrow worketh repentance’. You can be sorry about something, but it mig|
never turn into godly sorrow that makes you repent, that makes you turn away from your sin folegued

it, trust Christ and His cross and $&ved. Sure a prisoner, you go down to a prison and you talk to one, sure
they're all sorry, aren't they? But what are they sorry for? They're sorry that they got caught! They're ver
remorseful, but because the long arm of the law has caught thérametl, that's what they're sorry about.

You go into intensive care to a man who has been rushed in all of a sudden in an emergency, and his liver
shrivelled up because of his drinkinglcoholism. You look at him lying there in pain, poisoned, and he's
crying out, he says: 'l wish | hadn't done this'. But what is he sorry about? He's sorry about the consequenc
- but if he got better tomorrow, where would you find him? In the public house. What about the young
person that's sleeping around? They getreweal diseaseare they sorry for the illicit sex? Are they? Or

are they sorry for the illness it has brought? What about the wee fellow that gets his girlfriend pregnant
You've heard all about it, it's all over the television and paparsl he's soy, what's he sorry for? Is he
sorry that he's defiled this young girl's innocence? Not a bit of it! He's sorry that his plans are destroyed, ar
something is going to have to come out of his pocket, and he hasn't got arjdithat's why the whole
world, and even their own family, tells them: 'Get an abortion! Get rid of it quick! It'll destroy your life!".

My friend, knowing you're wrong is not repentance, being sorry about it is not repentamtéet me say

this: even confessing your sin is nopeatance! You've heard of deathbed conversions, and sometimes the
world - people that aren't savedre sceptical about it. You know, to tell you the truth, I'm sceptical about it

- some of them. Because | think many a man or woman lying on their deattit@thave probably lived a

life under the sound of the Gospel and through a church, and has said: 'Well, I'll wait till I'm on my deathbe
and then I'll cry to God for mercy'. Do you know what they're sorry for? Not their sin; tlway're sorry

that the/'re dying. It's a fear of death! Don't you, whatever you do, wait till you Hecause you might be

lying on your deathbed, and you might have a pain in your chest, or cancer oozing across your whole bod
and you think that you're crying unto Gethut you can't differentiate from what is repentance and what is
the fear of death! Don't make that confusion for yourself whatever you do.

It's amazing how men can be as pious as a pope when they're on the way out, isn't it? You might evg
confess your sirhis evening, and some are too proud even to confesiityou know how hard it is for a
psychiatrist to get an alcoholic to admit that they are an alcoholic? Sure, that's what AA are always trying t
do. They say that you've taken the first step whensay 'l am David Legge and I'm an alcoholic’. Why?
Why is it so hard to do? Because deep in the heart of men and women, and boys and girls, there's a thi
called pride: 'Everybody in the world can be wrong, but I'm not wrarad me!'.

Are you repentanof your sin, my friend? Have you repented? That means this: that you have left off from
your sin- and you know what I'm talking about, the person beside you doesn't know what it is, sure they
don't? But you know, and God know#ave you turned aroundoin it? That's what repentance means: to
turn away, to forsake it and say: 'lI've left that, Lord, and I'm turning to You. I'm giving my life to You Lord,
take me*- have you done that? For my friend, if you have not done that, you will peridbn't cae what

your name is, | don't care what church you go to, | don't care if you take communion, you've been-baptised
| don't care, because Jesus didn't care! He said: 'Except you repent, you'll all perish'!

What does it mean? What do you have to do? Welle's the beauty of itthese blessed folk were singing
about it this evening listen, do you know what you have to do? Nothing, nothing! That's the second thing
that hurts the pride of men and womenot just that they're a sinner, but that they camdthing to get
themselves out of it. You say: 'David, but you've just been telling us all to repent or we'll all perish!'. My
friend, you can only repent this evening if you turn from your siho are you turning to? You could turn to
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yourself, you cold turn to a church, you could go into a convent or into a monastery and turn to religion
but, you see, the only person that can help you, the only person that can save you is if you turn from your s
and turn to Christ! He's done it all you see. Itisshed, that's what they were singing.

Jesus, you remember, was hanging on the erasd men put Him there, and the word of God says your sin
put Him there. As He hung there they were many beautiful things that dropped from His lips, and one of thi
things was this: He lifted His head high, He opened His mouth, and those lungs that had borne the weight
the sin of the world cried out, Tetelestai! It is finished!". That means that everything that you need to be
saved has been done, that Jesus Chest fir you at the cross, that He took your place, that He bore your
sin, that He went through your punishmeratl that you need to be saved has been ddné, my friend,

you've got to realise that you need it, and you need the Holy Spirit to revetd fftai- and | believe that

He's doing it for some of you now. The Holy Spirit is doing it because you're dead in your sin. Please, Goc
that the Holy Spirit would come to you and turn your eyes to Calvary to see there the bleeding Lamb of Goc
that youmay behold the Lamb of God that taketh away your sin! My friend this evening, if you don't you'll
perish.

Do you see that wee word 'perish'? Do you know what it means? Eternal death. Not justydaathow

these boys that tell you that once you're dgadre done for: "Your life is like a candle and it's great when
it's burning away but don't worry about after thall go out and that's the end of it. You die like a dog, and
you'll be buried and rot in the graveno afterlife, you don't go anywher a lot of nonsense!'. My friend,

even some soalled Christian churches are preaching thiatit the Greek word for 'perish’, do you know
what it means? 'Eternal death'. You'll go home tonight, maybe you're taping something on the television, ai
you? You'll go home, maybe it's a football match, and you'll switch it on, you'll put the tape in and you'll
press play. You'll see a goal when it's scored, and maybe you missed a wee bit of it, or you didn't see the le
up - so you rewind it and you play it am. You think: 'That's terrific!’, and you rewind it and you play it
again, over and over again and again and again. That's what 'perish’ means: you'll die over again and ag
and again, but you'll not be able to die finally. It will be an eternal velt again and again and agaiand

you'll not be able to stop it. Half the world, if not all the world, are fearing dyimgt they shouldn't be
fearing dying, they should be fearing eternal death, perishing! They should be fearing not what will take th
body, but what will take the body and the soul and throw it into-li&did!

Do you fear God? It's a hard thing to come by these days, fearing God. Do you fear meeting your Make
after you die? Are you prepared to meet your God? Are you prepared tdifaakraight in the eye and say:
'‘Well, | did alright you know. | tried my best and | went to my church, and | gave into the collection and it's
all written down with the amount beside it. | was baptised and catechised, and | was this, that and the othe
Can you do that? | couldn't! My friend, unless you repent of your sin, unless you turn to Christ an answe
from the sky is sent: 'Ye who from God depart while it is called today: repent and harden not your heart
Jesus said in Luke 23 that there is a daming when men and women will call out for the mountains and
the rocks to fall upon them. They'll cry out for mercy to God because they'll realise that Jesus has come agze
and it's too late now to repent, they can't dolut there'll be so many pe@eptoming up aisles then, won't
there? There'll be hundreds of people and they'll all fall on their knees and they'll cry to God: 'Lord, you sai
in your word whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Lord, save me, save-me now
but it's too late!

Maybe you'll be one of them. Oh, there are millions of penitents in hell tonight. If you could look into hell,
and if God could open it up for us for five minutes for one split secondand look in: you would see men

and women recitingrayers that they learnt at the foot of a Sunday School teacher! They'll be reciting the
catechism of what it is to repent of sin! They'll be crying for mercy upon God, that He may pour the blood of
Christ over them to wash them and loose them of thekl®init's too late!
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What are you going to do? Are you going to wait? Jesus says that on that day Nihavehyou heard of
Nineveh? You know Jonah and the whale, and Jonah was sent to preach to these people in &Nidexeh

know they'd never heattie Gospel in their life before, but the first time they heard the Gospel through the
prophet of God they repented of their sin! There was a mighty move of God, and there were thousanc
getting saved the first time they heard! Oh, there's people inutisry this evening and they've heard it all
their life - and what a hell you'll go through, my friend, for rejecting Christ. Jesus says that those poor soul
in Nineveh will rise up one day and say: 'You're a fool! You heard it about 20 times, 20 &gy and

you rejected Christ and look where you are now!". Will you not repent and be saved?

There were two women on a boat, a bit like the Titanic. You remember, you've watched the film haven'
you? What happened? The boat began to simkat did the all start singing? ‘Nearer my God to Theg'

doubt it was repentance, it was probably the fear of death. The boat swikhe Titanic, now and there's

a lifeboat put out. These two women are floating in the sea, one is a poor woman and dacte Wman.

The rich woman is clothed in garments that are beautiful, heavy chains and rings, everything that you cou
want in this world and what the world strives after. The other woman has ordinary clothes on. The man o
the lifeboat says: 'Now dear atis weighing you down, and if you don't take it off you'll not be able to get
into this boat. You'll not be able to get out of the water, and we won't get you out of the water'. But she
wouldn't part with it- wouldn't part with it! Do you know what happed? The lady and the garments
drowned, both of themshe was ashamed to be naked, she was ashamed to leave those things that she liv
for. She was like some of you here this evening: you can't leave your sin, and you would hold out a han
perhaps if pu could, to Christ one hand, and you'd hold onto your sin with the other hand. The other wee
lady stripped off those garments that were weighing her down, and she was saved. Saved!

Let's bow our heads. Will you strip off those things that are weigfongdown, my friend? Will you repent

of your sin? For except you repent, you'll perish. You need to ask the Lord to save you, you need to admr
your sin- not just be sorry for it, but you need to turn away from it and be willing to leave it for good. You
need to see Jesus Christ shedding His blood there at Calvary, and you need to say: 'Lord, | trust You, tt
Your death finished it all for me there'. You need to ask Him to take your life, and to save you and make yo
His own. You can do it now where yoit, gust lift your heart to Him.

If you have done that, the word of God says that we are to confess with our-naduytmot tell me on the

way out the back door this evening? If you want to talk to me about your soul, there's something stoppin
you but yu want to get saved, talk to méll be here for as long as you want. If you're a backslider and you
want to come back to the Lord, do something! Speak to us, but whatever you do: repent. | have books at t
door as well, you can take one of them. luyeven just want to sit where you are in your seat, draw no
attention to yourself, do that and | or the Pastor will be in to speak to you. My friend, listen once more:
except you repent, you'll perish.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The WordJune 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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"Excuses, Excuses”

Copyiight 1998
All rights reserved

14. The third gospel, Luke, chapter 14 and beginning to read at verse 15. We're thinking tonigh

about the parable of the gtdaanquet. This is a story that the Lord Jesus Christ told, and behind
each story that He told, each parable that He told, there was one specific point that He was trying to g
across. I've entitled my message this evening: 'Excuses, Excuses'.

N ow our reading is taken from the word of God, from Luke's gospel, the gospel of Luke and chaptel

"And whenone of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he th
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and be
many: And sent his servant at supper time to say tm tirat were bidden, Come; for all things are now
ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, | have bought a piece
ground, and | must needs go and see it: | pray thee have me excused. And another said, | hiafieeboug
yoke of oxen, and | go to prove them: | pray thee have me excused. And another said, | have married a wif
and therefore | cannot come. So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of
house being angry said to hiswant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou he
commanded, and yet there is room. And the lord said unto the sgBaaut into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For | say unto you, That none of those men whic
were bidden shall taste of my supper".

Let us come before the Lord and ask His help as we come now to His vetdrus pray: Love divine, all

loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down. Jesus, Thou art all compassion, pure unbounded lo
Thou art. Visit us with Thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. Lord Jesus, we ask that You would
presence Yoursetiere with us, that we would know a very real sense that Jesus is here. Father, even as tt
disciples of old sensed His risen presence as they smelt the very ointment on His body, we would pray th
the sweet fragrance of the risen Lord Jesus Christ woalltidbe. For we ask these things in His name.
Amen.

| want you to open your Bible, if you have a Bible with you, at the passage and the parable that we rea
together the parable of the great banquet. A doctor reported that one evening he was dritast) tad he

made the mistake of driving past a police car. Once the police car sensed this it speeded up right behind hi
and thinking fast the doctor reached into his medical bag and lifted his stethoscope. He waved it out th
window at the police cagnd the man in the police car nodded and slowed down and stopped at the side o
the road. He got away with it. A few days later the same doctor was driving down the same road, and aga
he passed the same police car. But this time the police car camsidg bien, the policeman wound the
window down, stuck his hand out the window, and was dangling a set of handcuffs.

This time in New Zealand, a woman was driving for 25 years without a driving licence. She explained to the
judge who fined her: 'l only drevon roads that have very little traffic, and none of those roads lead to an
office where | could apply for a drivers licence'. That's women drivers for you! Another story | heard was of
a Canadian man who was charged in the United States of Americachighh, for driving at 74 mph. He
explained that he thought that since the Canadian gallon is higher than the US gallon, that a mile might t
longer north of the border. The magistrate clarified the error and fined him in Canadian dollars, which are
smalle than US dollars.
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It's amazing the excuses that you can find. That's what | want to speak to you this evening about: excuse
The parable that we read about this evening was about men who made excuses. Statistics tell us that 99%
all failures are pgae who have a habit of making excuses. If you really want to know a person, if you really
want to know how someone ticks, listen to their excuses. We have some really silly excuses in this passac
We find the first one in verse 18, it says: '‘But theyahe began to make excuses. And the first said, | have
just bought a field, and | must go and see it: please excuse me'. This man was offered to go to a gre
banquet, it was probably the greatest banquet that there was in that town or city at tHe twvas.invited, it

was a free banquet, he didn't have to pay for the banquet, he had been given a personal invitation to t
banquet but this man had something that he thought was more important. 'l have just bought a field, and
must go and see it'.

Verse 19, another person was given an invitation to the same special banquet, and he said: 'l have just bol
five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out: please excuse me'. Again, another excuse. What
want you to notice about those first twocages is that they are both things that could have waited. This
banquet was something that was happening once, it was something that perhaps was probably never e
going to happen again. It was something special, perhaps like a wedding or an anniveasamgs
something in time that couldn't be postponed, it was something that couldn't be put off to another stage
that person's life. Yet these things, these excuses that were being made, they could have been put off. T
man could have gone to checls lield on another day. The other man could have checked his yoke of oxen
[another day], but they didn't.

The third excuse was: 'l have just got married'. Now, | can't make that excuse yet, but I'm sure I'll use it son
stage! That was his excuse. | wamtask you right away, bluntly, tonight: are you making excuses? Excuses
are not reasons. A reason is something that holds weight, a reason is justified, a reason is a plausible thin
why you have not done somethindput an excuse is not plausible. Eges are not excusable. These were
excuses, and perhaps you have come to gospel services, gospel missions, evangelistic patreaalead

books about it, you've seen videos, listened to tapes about it, people in your family, your friends in you
work have witnessed to you about the gospget you continually make excuses why you're not saved. |
don't know how many excuses there can be, | don't know how many excuses | have heard in my shc
lifespan, why people will not trust the Lord Jesus ChristyTdan think of every excuse under the sun.

'I'm too young, I've got the rest of my life ahead of me'. 'I'm too old, it's too late at my stage'. 'lI've done toc
many wrong things, God couldn't take me, God wouldn't have me'. 'l have a career to thinKl'abouty
starting out in life, I've my education, | want to get on the right footing of lged then, perhaps, when |
have everything around me like a good house, a good wife, a good salary, then I'll think about it'. Perhaps i
family: 'l want todevote my time to my family. Between my job and my family, well, if | started going to
church and if | became a Christian and had to dedicate myself to something else | wouldn't have the time fi
my family, or | wouldn't have the time for my career".

Is it your reputation? | was hearing today from one esteemed brother in Christ on a video about the Lor
Jesus Christ so often preachers and authors worry about their reputation, we all do it and we're all human
When we're in the workplace we worry about ceputation but it's great, isn't it, to have no reputation. The
Lord Jesus Christ, what was said of Him was this: that He had no reputation. Therefore, to a certain exter
He did not need to worry what people said about Him, He didn't worry whatthloeght about Him,
because He wasn't worried about His reputation. Perhaps you're worried about what people would think
you: 'lIf | came to Christ the hassle | would get, the jokes that | would receive, the friends that | would lose'
listen: are you raking excuses? Are you? Listen: they are not reasons, they are only excuses.

He who excuses himself accuses himself. An excuse cannot stand up. The excuse that you are making for
trusting Christ- don't think that it fools the person who's witnesgimgou, don't think that we cannot see
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right through to the reasons behind why you're saying these things. When you make excuses you're accus
yourself of this fact: that excuses are guarded lies. More importantly, you don't fool the Christians in you
family, you don't fool the Christians in your church, but listen: you don't fool God, because God can see righ
into the deep recesses of your heart. God can weigh your motives, God can weigh your excuses, and G
knows more than anyone the excuses thatam@ making, and He knows that they cannot stand. We only
make excuses when we ought to making opportunities. You see, you only make excuses in a negative sen
there is never a positive way to make an excugau only make an excuse when you know ybaudd be

doing something else. Excuses are ways of hiding making opportunities.

This is what happened to these three guests who were invited to this banquet. They knew where they sho
have been, and I'm sure that they knew deep down that this excuseethavere making wouldn't wipe
anyway with the person who was inviting them. They knew deep down in their heart that these things coul
have waited, that this banquet was more important, more prestigious, and the person who was inviting the
was more imprtant than anything that they could do. Yet thégnowing that they themselves could see
through their excuses, knowing that the person inviting them could see through their extiagks the
excuses nevertheless.

Now, what opportunities were they misg? These silly excuses were making them miss a super banquet, a
super party. In verse 16 we read that a certain man was preparing a great banquet, this was someth
special, this was almost something that never ever happened bpéshaps a chanceahthey would never

get again to go to something like this. This man was inviting people to this banquet. Do you know what Jest
was talking about? Jesus was talking about the Christian life, that's the banquet that Jesus was alluding to
this parable.tlwas a banquet of happiness, it was a banquet of delight, it was a banquet of fulfilment anc
satisfaction.

Some people think that Christianity is a funeral. Perhaps Christians, some of us, are guilty of portraying the
image. But listen: don't judge Gstianity by Christians, in fact don't judge Christianity by any man because
men- we all, the Bible says, you and me, no matter who we aeeare all sinners. If you look to us, you'll

be sure to be let down. But judge Christianity by the person wihe isead of Christianity, and that is Jesus
Christ.

Jesus Christ, who never sinned. Jesus Christ, who never knew what it was to think of sin. Jesus Christ, wh
He was tempted with sin, refused it. Jesus Christ, who could heal the sick. Jesus Christulaiiread a
man's mind and could look right into his heart to see his motives, to see the masks that he was putting L
Jesus Christ, who loved all men. Jesus Christ, who was no respecter of persons. Jesus Christ, who ha
hypocrisy. That is Christianit the Jesus Christ who died for sinful men, who shed His blood. The Jesus
Christ who suffered, taking the sins of the world upon His shoulders. The Jesus Christ who literally endure
hell so that sinners, His creatures, would not have to go througkus @drist, who said: 'If | lay down my

life, | take it up again'. Jesus Christ, who had the power to rise from the thedd Christianity! That Jesus
Christ says that one day He is coming again, and that Jesus Christ will judge the world, and-mmman
matter how many excuses he makes, no matter how detailed, no matter how convincing-ttieat s@eme

Jesus Christ, with His eyes of flaming fire, will burn through every man's soul. All the masks of history, the
masks of the rich and the famous, thasks of the politicians and the ordinary man on the street, they will
fall. All the covered things will become uncovered.

Listen: if you want to know what real Christianity is about, don't look at the church, don't look at the
Christians! Listen: reache word of God, read the Gospels, read about the greatest person that ever lived
Jesus Christ the Son of God. He is the Word of God the Bible says, that means He is the expression, He
the reflection, He is the stamp of God Himself. If you look at Hiou will say, like the Centurion: 'Surely

this man was the Son of God'. If you read and listen to His words, you will surely say: 'No man ever spok
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like this man'. If you see His actions, if you see His miracles, you will say: 'What manner of marhatthis
even the winds and the waves obey Him?'. Do you know what real Christianity is? I'm not talking abou
religion, I'm not talking about denominationalism, I'm not talking about anything like that. I'm talking about
a relationship with the man Jesus.

This was a super party, it was a banquet that was going to bring happiness. Do you know what happiness
Do you long to know happiness? Where are you searching for happiness? Some men thought that happin:
was found in unbelief and atheism, but Voltaira great atheist was the greatest infidel of the most
pronounced type. He wrote these words: 'l wish | had never been-libat's where atheism leads you.
Happiness is not found in pleasure, and don't think that Christians ajeygiland they nevehave any
pleasure, but all we are saying is that you will not find real satisfaction in pleasure alone. Lord Byron died
he had lived a life of pleasure if anyone did. He wrote these words: 'The worm, the canker and grief are mir
alone'.

Happiness is ot found in money. Money is not wrong, the Bible does not say that money is wbomgt

does say that the love of money is wrong. Why? Because God, Jesus Christ, God the Father, God the H
Spirit is to be the only one we love truly and bow down toisHe be first in our life. Jay Gould, a famous
American millionaire, when dying said this: 'l suppose | am the most miserable man on earth'. You can't fin
happiness in position or fame either. Lord Beaconsfield enjoyed his fair share of both oféhbésewyote:

"Youth is a mistake, manhood is a struggle;ame is a regret'. Imagine that! These men had what we think
is perfect, in the eyes of young people today. They had unbehet means that they knew they weren't
going to suffer for anythinghey did. Hedonism, they went and did whatever they wanted because they
thought there were no consequences.

They thought they could find it in pleasure, in money, in position and fame. Alexander the Great thought he
could find it in military glory, and wéin he had conquered all the known world in his dagving done so

he wept in his tent, because he said: "There are no more worlds to conquer'. Listen friend: if you are strivir
for what we have down here, if it's for career or money or fame, if itrisdtsfaction with earthly fleshly
things- listen: you will get to the top of the ladder and realise that there is nothing there!

Where is happiness found? Happiness is found in Jesus Christ, for HeasdidHe alone said'l am the

way, | am the trth, | am the life'. Life! You see, the life that you are now living with all this sickness, with
all this pain, all this emotional turmoilwhen we look around the world and see what's going on, even in our
little province- that is not the life that Goditended for us. Because we messed it up, and because way back
then Adam and Eve disobeyed God when they had a perfect, vital relationship with Him they turned thei
back on Him and went after their own selfish will and lubecause of that the plan tiaod had for life,

true, vibrant, abundant, satisfying life, it all went down the tube.

Because of God's love, because He loved us so much, He had to bring that life back to us. So He sent etet
life, personified in Jesus Christ, into the world. He wees life, He was coming to infuse, to energize, to
regenerate those dead lifeless bodies with God's life. He said this: 'l come to give you not religion, | come t
give you life- freedom from the bonds of religion, freedom from the bonds of sin. A nesdtijp with God
Almighty, faceto-face, I'm coming to give you that life and give you it in abundance'. He says: 'I'm coming
to give you life to the full, life the way it ought to be'.

Maybe you think you're living it up. Maybe you're thinking you haveeagtime with the drink, maybe it's

the drugs, maybe it's going to the discos and the nightellilmon't know what it is. But whatever way
you're in the world, you are enjoying yoursehut listen: you're not living! You see, you cannot know what
living is- and you cannot judge Christianity until you know, until, as the word of God says, you taste and se¢
that the Lord is good. Listen: | am not spinning a whole load of lies to you toni@tristianity is the only
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life to live! Christ is the only paon that satisfies! Jesus is the only friend that sticks by you! Jesus is the
only one who can give you the assurance that your life is in His hands, that it is in His control, and no matte
what happens to you down here He will work it all together forr y@tterment.

If you do not know that, if you are enjoying yourseif a measure in this life on earth, and then when you

die and you're not sure where you're goittigat is not life. That is life living in the midst of death. Don't tell

me, if youte not a Christian, that you're not afraid of death. | want to tell you tonight: Jesus gives life, and
He gives eternal life. It's not a package that when you pass from this time to the next, when you die on ear
and go to heaven, that He hands it to gwrapped up when you get there. Listen: this eternal life that He
gives, He gives it to us now. You have it now! You can begin to live it now, you can begin to be prepared fo
heaven now.

Do you know, do you really know what life is? Christians walkuad with sour faces, puritanical, they're
criticising this, that and the other. The world points at them and says: 'Look at those miserable people, wh
kind of a life is that?'. On the other hand, if Christians go about with a jump in their step, dswitle on

their face, and with a whistle and a serpey look at them and say: 'They're oblivious to everything that's
going on in this world look at them!'. That's what they said about Jesus, remember John the Baptist? The
greatest man, the greatgwophet that ever lived, yet Jesus said to the people of Israel: 'Look, John the
Baptist came to you and you said that he was the devil because he didn't eat and drink the way you did. |
wasn't like you. Then | came, the Son of God, | came eating amdrdy the same way that you did, | look

the same, I'm the sam@ normal man as far as you can see with the eye. Yet you say I'm a winebibber, I'm a
friend of publicans and a friend of sinners'.

Listen: you need Christ to please you tonight. That evily happen when you look at Him, when you stop
looking to the world, when you stop looking to yourself, your family, your career to satisfybgmause in

a flash, like Job, all those things could be taken away from you. Are you going to tell metsahthend

of living? Some people don't even start off with those things. Christianity in the home is kindness,
Christianity in the business is honesty, Christianity in society is courtesy, Christianity in work is fairness.
Towards the unfortunate Chiiehity ought to be pity, towards the weak it ought to be help, towards the
wicked it ought to be resistance, toward the strong it ought to be trust and an arm to cry on. Towards tr
fortunate it ought to be congratulations, towards the penitent it oudpet frargiveness and towards God it
ought to be reverence and it ought to be love. Maybe you have some form of Christianity, but it doesn't giv
you life. Listen: you need Jesus Christ, for He alone can give you that life.

These men made silly excusdsggde men missed a super party, but we see that the people who came to thi
feast- they were strange guests. In fact, Jesus says that this man who was inviting these people had invit
the respectable, the rich, the famous, the religious leadrrstheg men, it seemed, were too busy. These
men had too many concerns, so this man instructed his servant to go out and to go into the highways a
byways and collect the poor, collect the down and out, collect the sinner, collect the social outcast and tf
sexual pervert, to collect them all and invite them into the kingdom of God. Very rarely is a rich man saved,
that's what Jesus said. It's not anything to do with the fact that he has money, but because his material ne
are met, because in a way he's speith worldly goods, he cannot see within hiror a certain part of his

soul is masked to seeindis dire need, his lack in the sight of God. He mistakes his lack of physical need
for a lack of spiritual need.

Is that you tonight? Perhaps you're nohy but perhaps you've no real need physically. | urge you to ask
God to show you your need, to show you what you are in the sight of Gechuse it might be that you
could be one of these people that were invited to this banquet. Perhaps you'veribegrsonmany times,

yet you're not willing to comeyou're hardening your neck against God. Listen: these men, these men didn't
go - and Jesus said: 'l tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet'. If you
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don't get timaight now, and make time at this very moment, to deal with God, to get right with God, to face
God and to debate the matter over with Hiand let Him and you reason togethgmou will never in this

life, or the life to come, taste that life that isratd.

It was the convicted terrorist, the homosexual, the prostitute, the cripple, the murderer, the blind, the lame
the leprous, the drug addict, the-lnopers who were in that feast. These were the people who Jesus ate with.
In this society, listen, teat with someone was not just to sit down like we would to a nikat wasn't what

it meant. To eat with someone communicated something more, in fact it spoke volumes about th
relationship between those who ate together. To eat togethat's whathe Lord's Supper meanst's a

sign of communion, a relationship, a special fellowship. In Palestine, to eat with a friend was to show a dee
communion and fellowship and love between one another.

The Pharisees, the religious hypocrites, looked at Jelrist- and they saw Him showing a deep concern
and compassion and love, a wish for a relationship with sinners! They looked at him and said: 'Look! He
eats, He even eats, with publicans and sinners!. They looked at Him as, in public, an immoral \ssethn ki
His feet. Remember, He was of no reputation, He didn't care. She cried on His feet, anointed ointment on H
feet, and with her hairwhich was almost a sensual thing in Palestisiee wiped His feet. The Pharisees are
saying to themselves: 'Does Het know what type of a woman this is?'. That was the type of woman Jesus
came to save: it was the zealots, the terroriskssus slept in their homes, Jesus ate at their tables, Jesus
listened to their concerns. Jesus, with an ear that could hearpareyyof the breast, listened to their cries

for help deep down in their souand Jesus heard them! Jesus came from heaven to save them.

Who are you? Are you the rich man that makes excuses? Are you the person who's crying out for helf
Listen: whoever gu are, all people here were invited to this feast! They were all invited! Jesus even said tha
the man who invited these people to this feast, when they came he said: 'There is room for more!". The so
says:

‘There's room at the cross for you.
Though nillions may come,
There is still room for one,
There's room at the cross for you'.

A man once wanted to paint a portrait of the prodigal son. He looked all over the place for a suitable mode
and he couldn't find one. He went to the market places, heé tawghe sewers were those type of people
would hang aboutbut he couldn't find anyone. Until one day he was walking through a marketplace, and in
the corner of that market there was a bundle of bones and dirt and drink lying there. He walked over and |
said: 'Sir, could | ask you a question? Would you please pose for me, for | want to draw a portrait?'. He sai
'Me?'. 'Yes, you! | want to draw a portrait, and | want you to be at my studio tomorrow morning at eleven
o'clock’. The next day, sure enougl,eleven o'clock there was a knock upon that artist's door. He opened
the door and there stood a man. He asked: 'What do you want?'. The man said: 'I'm here'. He said: 'Well, w
are you?'. The man said: 'Well, you told me to be here at eleven o'cleeldrfist replied: 'l did not tell you

to be here at eleven o'clock’. He said: 'Yes, you did. | was in the market, | was lying in the corner'. He saic
'‘But you didn't look like that'. The man said: 'Oh, well | thought if you were going to paint my p @il

was going to be on canvas, | would clean myself up a little, | would put a few new clothes on, | would look
my best'. Before slamming the door in his face, the artist said: 'I'm sorry Sir, but | wanted you the way yol
were'.

Listen: God is not irthe business of cleaning you up with soap and water. You can't do that for yourself,
God has to make you a new person. God is willing to do that tonight. On every invitation you receive, at th
bottom there are four letters: R.S.V.P. You know what thegmrm@&onight, to the banquet, there is an
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invitation with your name on it. The responsibility is yours to reply as soon as possible. That banquet will
not hold off for you, will you hold off for it and miss it? Jesus says to you tonight: '‘Come now, for
evelything is ready'.

Let us pray. If you're here tonight and you're not a Christian, and you've never come to Christ for Him tc
save you, and you want Him to do that noyou want to respond to Him, to that invitation to come to His
feast, to have true lifenot the farce that you're living nowwhy not, in the stillness of this moment, while
everyone is quiet, ask Him to save you. Just say: 'Lord, | come to You. Save me'. Say it now.

Father, we pray tonight for those in our gathering that do not knowbod, we can do nothing, all we can

do is give what You say to them. Father, | pray that Your Spirit, who alone can save a man, would enter int
their hearts now, that He would do a work of grace, that He would warm their heart, set it alight, and give
their heart of stone a heart of flesh. Lord, change them, give them real life that's worth living for. Give then
a Friend, a Saviour, Master, and a Lord in Jesus Christ. Give them peace in their heart, give them lif
everlasting. Father, we thank You for &yg we think You for the gift and the blessing of Your presence. We
pray that that presence would go with us in the week that lies ahead, that others would see Christ in us a
glorify our Father that is in heaven. Part us now, we pray, for Christ's/Asaies.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The WordJune 2001
www.preachthe/ord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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hank you. Now if you have a copy of the New Testament with you tonight, | want you to turn with me
for a moment to 1 Peter and chapter 1. First Peter chaptet lerse 18.

Peter writes to these Christians, and he says these words: "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeel
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; But with the precieublood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who b
him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him thlat your faith and hope might

be in God".

In the United States of America, there was held in Chicago a great parliament of religions. Every knowr
religion and cult and faith was represented at that parliament over a period of a week or so. Dufitigeone
conference sessions a man called Dr. Joseph Cook stood to his feet. As he rose to his feet he turned to €
person in the gathering, and he addressed them saying these words: 'l have with me this evening’, he saic
woman with a great sorrow'.étsaid: 'This woman that | have with me has blood stains upon her hands. In
her desperation and in her distress she has tried absolutely everything to get the guilt of this blood stain c
her hands, but nothing she has done has taken them away'. Hedptbteask them a question, he said: 'Is
there anything, anything in your faiths, anything in your religions or your beliefs, that can give this woman
peace, that can take away her heartache, can take away her guilt and give her real life?'. Eachtrepresent
looked at one another, they didn't know what to say, they were dumbfoumadednswer came. So Dr.
Joseph Cook, as it were, looked to heavand when he looked to the sky he said: 'I'm going to ask another
guestion'. He said: 'John, John the dposan you tell this woman how to get rid of the awful stains from off
her hands?'. As if to hear an answer coming straight from heaven, he said: 'Listen, listen, hear John tl
apostle speak! The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us froth all sin

That's the message that we have for you tonight. It's not a new message, it's not a modern message, it's
old old story of Jesus Christ who shed His bledmit it's as new tonight as it has ever been! This passage
that we read together [Isaiah phar 1 verse 18], you'll know that it was addressed to the- bewy as we

look at this passage, we see that it's not specific to the Jews. In other words, it can be applied to any pers
that has ever lived down all the eras of time. In the passageenrse things that are applicable to every
person, even in our gathering tonight.

First of all we see in the passage the sinfulness of every single person in this world. He says: 'Put away t
evil of your doings from before mine eyes. Take them awayldensed from all the wrong that you've
done'. Secondly we see from the passage the fact that God has provided a remedy that we might be clean
from all those wrong things that we have done. Thirdly it presents us with the result, or the consequence
whether we say 'Yes' to God and His cleansing, or whether we simply reject Him and say, 'I'm OK the wa:
that I am'.

Let's look at verse 18 [of Isaiah chapter 1], God says these words: '‘Come now, and let us reason togeth
saith the Lord'. It's an invitain, God is calling, God is saying to someone here: '‘Come to me! Come, I'm
calling, I'm inviting, I'm asking you to come to me'. Now, as a Christian, when | look at that verse it speaks
to me of a day in my life when | heardiot verbally, but | felt Godalling me. Not calling me to service, not

to the ministry, nothing like thatbut God actually calling me first to Himself, to know what it is to have my
sins forgiven, to know what it is to have a real relationship fromtokaay with Almighty God.
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Now, if that speaks to me of my call, it speaks to you of your call teloy? Because this passage, as we've
already said, is applicable to every single person that has ever lived. So if it speaks to me of my call, th:
must mean that God is calling to ytanight as well. God is saying, specifically to yonot to the person
beside you, or someone at home, but God is saying to you tonight: '‘Come to me! Listen, I'm calling you, I'n
shouting for you to come to me. I'm inviting you to come'. | think thisyigar, one of the greatest truths and
facts about the gospel of Jesus Christ: that the Creator, the almighty sovereign God, the God who by H
hands flung the stars into space, the God who set the orbits in their motion, the God who made the univer
exceeding the knowledge of menthat God, the Creator of the sun the moon and the stars and everything
that is in the world, that God is personally interested in you!

| wonder can you think how big the universe is? Scientists tell us that we can't measlaregth of the
universe, the height or the depth, it just goes on for ever and ever. It seems, they say, that it's eternal. Y
Paul the apostle, in the book of Acts, said something different than that. He said that in God we live, wi
move, and we have oibeing. In other words, what he meant by that was: every single thing that is dwells
within God. God is bigger than anything that we've ever thought of, or anything that even exists in oul
existence He far exceeds it all. God, bigger than the universe.

You think how big even our own solar system is, how big our Milky Way is. If you had a telescope, and you
came from the outside of the universe and you were focusing in and you were looking for planet&arth

you think of how far you would have to goeven to find it? How large our solar system is, and you would
come right into our specific solar system, and you would see some of the planets like Pluto, Venus, Satu
and Mars. As you would go in further and further you would see a little greenwnglahet planet Earth.

Think just for a moment how small, how minute the earth's sphere would be in comparison to the sola
system, or even in comparison to the whole universe. It's minute!

You go in further and further, right into the planet, and wouwld look at the continents of Africa, Asia, and

the Americas and Europe. If you went in on Europe you would see right at the edge of Europe two little
islands. You focus in, you come in further and further, and you see on the left side a little tkhpfspec
island. You go in further and further, and you go to the north of that island. You see a loch, and just aroun
that loch you see a little town. You go in further and further and you see Portadown. Go in a little more, an
you see a little microscaop speck in Portadown a building. In that building there is one insignificant, it
seems, minute inconceivable microcosm of nothingnessl that's you.

Can you think of how small, how seemingly insignificant and seemingly unimportant, you are inisompar

to the universe, and in comparison to God in whom the universe dwells? But you see, the great message
the gospel is this: that you are not insignificant to God, but in fact this God who is bigger than the universe
bigger than anything that is, ghisod is specifically and personally interested in you tonight! So much so that
this God comes to you tonight, and invites you to come to Him.

What does He say? What happens when you come to Him? He says: '‘Come unto me, and let us rea:
together, saithne Lord'. It's that word 'reason' that | want you to notice just for a moment. He says: '‘Come
and let us reason together'. That word, to me, has a bit of a ring of the law courts to it. It's as if God wan
you and me to come to Him tonight and have fetace confrontation with Him. It seems that He is asking

us to come to Him to reason and to debate, as it were, to argue a matter over with Him. You might say to m
'David, hold on a minute, | have nothing to argue with God! I've nothing | want to readotkebate with

God for!".

Let's see what the word of God says about that. Look at verse 6 of chapter 1 of Isaiah, you read these worc
and it's as if this is a picture of us that God has taken, if you'll excuse the illustration, with a camera,
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Polaoid camera. This is the way God sees you as He looks at you tonight, He says: 'From the sole of the fo
even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have
been closed, neither bound up, neitherlifned with ointment’. Now, no matter how pretty you are tonight,

no matter how pretty you might think you are, as God looks at you in His holiness, in His righteousness, ii
His perfection- He sees in you nothing but a person who is covered from tipetantputrifying, oozing,
pussing sores of sin.

Don't think I'm singling you out tonight, because Paul in the book of Romans says that there's no differenc
between anybody, because all of us have sinned and all of us have fallen short of the marktlé God,
standard of God. Unless you're God tonighhd if you are put your hand dpnless you are God tonight,

you fall short of His standard. If you could reach His standard you would be God, but if you can't reach His
standard the Bible says that you ameful. That's why God asks you to come and reason with Him, because
if God is to solve this problem that you havé God is to fix your problem and take away your siyou

must have a fae®-face confrontation with Him.

But there is a problem: everhen you do have fade-face confrontation with Him, you cannot delete the
indelible, and you cannot change the unchangeable. There's nothing you can do! Think of this: the God of ¢
eternity, as it were, stoops to reason and debate, to talk the nvattevith us- yet in all our insignificance,

in all our sinfulness, God must help us. We can reason all we like, we can argue all we like, but at the end «
the day- no matter what soap we use, no matter what scrubber wengseannot remove the sin sts that

have been on us since the very moment we came out of our mother's womb.

That's why Isaiah says you have been called tonidput when you are called, and when you come, you
must be cleansed. That's that he says: 'Come now, and let us reatioer tegéh the Lord, though your sins

be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow'. Do you know what that means? Now listen up tonight: r
matter what your sin is it might be murder, it might be adultery, it might be alcoholism, it might be
pornograply, it might be anything under the sun, theft, cheating in business, cheating on your wife, lying,
envying, it could be anything! It could be the biggest sin that you can think of, no matter what that might be
but God says listen: 'There is no dye, thei® no scarlet, there is no shade of red that is too deep for me to
cleanse'.

Have you got that? You might be here tonigland maybe there is one here tonighnd you think that
you're beyond redemption. You think you're too bad for God to savethyki you've done too much.
Perhaps you're a backslider, and you think you've gone too far in the other direction and God wouldn't wat
anything to do with you. Listen to me tonight: God says that no matter howdgtedpa sinner you are He

can cleanse yauwuilt. You might say: 'Now hold on a wee minute, David. You've just told me a minute ago
that God can't look upon our sinfulness. We are sinners, we have fallen short of His glory, how can God the
just come along and say: 'Right, I'm here, I'll takerysn and I'll wipe the slate clean, and now your scarlet
sin has been made as white as snow, it's like pristine white wool'. How can God just do something like tha
It doesn't make sense'.

Turn with me for a moment to Isaiah 53, because Isaiah givékeahswers in this little book. Isaiah 53 and
verse 5, and this is a prophecy that was spoken about the Lord Jesus Christ humalselilten- hundreds

of years before He ever lived. It says in verse 5, speaking of the Lord Jesus Himself: 'Butweunced

for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; a
with his stripes we are healed'. Have you got that? What did Dr. Joseph Cook cry? What was his question?
was about a woman who had stagisblood on her hands, she had murdered! She thought that no matter
what she could do she couldn't get rid of these stains, she couldn't get the guilt away from her mind, st
couldn't get rid of her sin. What did Joseph Cook say? He said the words othhihithe blood of Jesus
Christ, God's Son, can cleanse any sin.
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That's the message we have tonight: that there is a substance that was shed in this universe, in this timesc
that no matter what your sin is tonighif it's homosexuality, no matter \ahyou've dabbled in, no matter
what you've looked at, no matter what you've taken, no matter what you've swallowed, no matter wher
you've been the blood of Christ can wipe it all away. Because of that God says to you tonight: '‘Come and
let us reason aut this, and I'll make your scarlet sin, your delged sin, as white as snow'. You might say:
'‘Well, hold on, I'm not a murderer’. You might say: 'Hold on a minute, I'm alright, | don't go into those deep
dyed sins'. Let me ask you just for one momentgiat, where you're sitting, to think of the sins that you
have committed in the last hour. Can you do that? Think. What about today? What about this week? Wh;
about the wrong things that you've done this month? This year? You try and conjure up inngball the

wrong things that you have done in this life! No matter whether you haven't murdered, or broken the bic
commandments in the ten commandments, God looks at you tonight and you're still covered in sores of si
He says: 'There's no hope for yahjld, tonight if you don't come to Me, and you don't get cleansed in the
blood of Christ'.

A young sceptic came up to a preacher one night after a meeting like this, and he said: 'Hold on a minut
You were preaching on the blood of Christ, how canktleed of Christ cleanse sin?'. The preacher was
nonplussed for moment and he thought about it, he didn't know what to do, he was cornered. After thinkin
about it for a minute he turned to that young man, and he said: 'Listen, tell me this: how doegievatier
thirst?'. The young man thought for a moment and said: 'Well, | can't explain to you, | don't know it inside
out, but | know one thing: | know that it does'. The preacher said to that young man: 'Listen, | don't know al
the intricate details of howlood cleanses sin, all | know is that God requires blood for sin to be cleansed.
Because the life, your blood running coursing through your veins, your life is in that -blimodl God
required perfect, sinless, sacrifice of blood in order to forgiveasohto cleanse it all away'. Praise God
tonight, He supplied it in the person of His Son!

| can't explain to you an & of how blood cleanses sin, but listen: | know that it does. Why? Because it
cleansed my sin, because tonight | am free from my sin.h@sdaviped my sin off the face of the earth! How

did He do it? Because, as Isaiah 53 says, He laid on His Son, He punished His Son for my iniquities! Jes
Christ was taken, that's how it happened, the sinless spotless Lamb of God, the Son of Godyhbenase
before even the earth was, the second person of the Trinity was put in flesh, and was brought to a pla
called 'The Place of the Skull'. He was taken, and listen te tiosmatter what pictures you see of Christ
with a loincloth on- the Son ofGod was stripped naked. The creature, the creatures He had made, watchec
the Creator naked before them. They watched as He was spat upon, as they took their filthy hands and pull
His beard from His face, as they hit Him and took it in turagguard ofcenturions, 100 of themto punch

Him and to beat Him until His eyes were swollen, and His cheeks were puffed, until the Bible says that Hi:
face was marred, it was disfigured more than any man that has ever lived. They whipped His back, the Bib
says, ad if you had watched as they whipped that baitkvas like a ploughed field, and the strips of flesh
would have come off, and the blood and the sinews would have dropped off the Son of God. They pushe
Him down a road with a cross on His back to thec®laf the Skull. They took Him, and they lifted Him
after putting in another piece of wood, and they dropped His body and the cross into its socket until bone
came out of joint in His body. They smote Him with a reed, and they put a crown of thornshwadiishey

did everything to humiliate Him that they could do to Him. They did everything physical that they could
think of to Him.

But listen brethren, that was only the physical sufferings of Christ. | want you to get this this evening: those
were thdeast of His sufferings! It says in Isaiah 53 and verse 6 that the Father, God, laid on Him the iniquity
of us all- that's more than physical punishment, do you know what that is? God said this: 'I'm going to coun
my Son as your sin'. Do you remember $ire you were thinking of tonight? God the Father, the holy God

said: 'l want these people to be cleansed, | want these people to be saved, | want my Son to be glorified,
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what I'm going to do is I'm going to reckon Him, I'm going to account on Himitiseo$ the world- and

that's exactly what He did. He put in His body, as it were, all your sin, all myasid He opened up His

holy wrath, His judgement, and He just poured it upon the Son of God. He exhausted on Jesus Christ all tl
anger and all thevrath of a righteous God, He poured it out upon Hifke an atomic bomb going off in a
matchbox, the power of God fell on Him. The suffering of the whole world that ever was, the eternal hell of
every man, was poured into Christ in three solid hou@ahtary. So much so that the Bible says a darkness

- a darkness came upon all the land. Not a darkness like we see tonight, but a special dankig8s
Because what was happening to Christ on that dreadful day was something that, when men woutshlook up
it, it was something that never ever happened or never ever would happen again in the history of all time.
was gruesome, why? Because it was sin being punished!

Why did He do it? Do you know why He did it tonight? If you hear nothing else of vaagt, listen to this:

He did it because He loved you. Do you know that tonight? There mightn't be another soul in the world tha
loves you, but Christ loves you! Don't ever say that He doesn't love you, because He went all the way t
Calvary- and He didn'fust die for you, but He took your sin! He was cursed as your sin, and that's how
much the Christ of the cross loved you. He loved you so much He stretched His arm out to die for you &
Calvary!

In the OIld Testament scriptures an agreement between amdaanother man is spoken of as a covenant,
but in the Old Testament there are also agreements between God and men. Those are also spoken o
covenants. If you like, God is calling you tonight and saying: '‘Come unto me, let us reason together, let u
make a covenant together about this matter of your sin'. The Hebrew word for ‘covenant' is the word 'to cut
covenant'. Do you remember when Moses was on Mount Sinai, and God gave him the ten commandment
God, with His finger, cut the ten commandments onet He carved it, He cut a covenant. In Isaiah 49
verse 16 you read these words: 'I', God says, 'l have graven you, | have cut you, upon the palms of my han
Do you see what He's saying? Listen: 'l have made a covenant with you on the palms ofishef imay

Son'l

That's how much He loved you. Look at our passage tonight quickly: not only are we called, not only can w
be cleansed, but there is a command that is given in verse 19. He says: 'If, there's a condition, 'If ye |
willing and obedient, yshall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it'. What's he saying? He saying this, listen: 'All you have
to do is obey'. All you have to do is come, and it doesatter that you go to your churelit's good that you

go to your church. It doesn't matter that you give to the poor, that's good but it'll do nothing for your
salvation. It doesn't matter that you're a great neighbour, or that you give to your chtinehyou do your

best, or that you're great member of the community, or you say your prayers, or you read the Bible, or yo
talk about Jesus, or you sing about Jesus. He's saying: 'Listen, that doesn't matter! You must obey t
command of God, and the camand of God is that you obey His gospel'. His gospel says to you tonight:
'‘Come unto me! Come now and I'll make your scarlet sin as white as snow'.

Sure, didn't our reading tonight say that at the start of the meeting? It said you weren't bought witl
cormuptible things like silver or gold he's saying it doesn't matter how much you have in the bank. You
weren't saved by the vain tradition of your fathers, your vain way of life's saying it doesn't matter
whether you're a Protestant, it doesn't mattesther you're a Roman Catholic, whether you're a Buddhist, or
whether you're a Muslim. It doesn't matter what lodge you're in, or what organisation ydwersays this is

the only thing that can save your soul: the precious blood of Christ, as a Litmhtwlemish and without

spot.

In the Old Testament when they sacrificed a lamb, do you know what they did? They took it, they killed it,
they poured the blood out of it, and during the Passoyeu remember when God was cursing Egypt with

44



GOSFEL SERMONS Pastor David Legge

the plagues the people of Israel were told to take a lamb and do just that. Kill it, pour out the blood and put
it in a basin. They were told to take a hyssop plant, and dip it into the basin and paint on the lintel and th
doorposts the blood of the lamb. If thei that, when the angel of death came past to slay the firstborn of
every family it would pass overHe said: 'l will see the blood and | will pass over you'. | wonder what
would have happened if the lamb was slain, the blood was poured into the hdsihe dasin sat in the
corner of the room. What would have happened? The angel would have come past the door, he wouldn't he
seen the blood, and he would have come in and slain the firstborn! The point was that people were |
exercise faith, they were thave faith in the slain lamb. They were to take the hyssop and put the blood on
the doorpost and the lintel, and that would save their souls.

Tonight God is saying to you: ‘Listen, Christ has died, but you must have faith. It's not enough that you knov
your Bible, it's not enough that you know Christ died, but you must by faith have that blood applied to your
life - and if ye be willing, and if ye be obedient, you shall eat of the good of the land'. Listen: don't believe
that lie of the devil. The devdays that you'll find life out in the world, the devil tells you that Christians are
modernday puritans who don't know how to laugh, don't know how to have a good time, don't know how to
live. Listen: its a lie! 'If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eithe good of the land'if you come to

Christ tonight you'll have life as you never knew it! You'll have life as it's meant to be lived! You'll have life,
as the Lord Jesus Christ said, and have life in its fullness!

It would be wrong of me tonighotfinish without talking about verse 20, for there's the other side of the coin
where God says: 'But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword'. Do you know something
One translation of that account of the Passover says that they wersmaant to paint the blood on the
doorstep. What would have happened if a young man, or a young woman in that home, had went and walk
out of the doorstep what would have happened? They would have been slain. God is saying this to you
tonight: if you walk out of this meeting and if you trample the blood of Christ under your feet as an unclean
thing, and say to yourself: 'l want nothing of this. You can keep your gospel, you can keep the blood o
Christ, | don't want it!". Listen: Godand I'm warning gu - God, in the end, will send you to hell. Let me

say this, and | don't take pleasure in saying this, but | say it because | know it's true in myself: if He doe
send you to hell, He has every right because He sent His Son through yewwohéiht youvouldn't have to

go through it.

Let me finish with these words, they're not my words, they're the word of God: '‘Come now, and let us reaso
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be |
like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye
refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it'.

Transcribedy Andrew Watkins Preach The WordJune 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have | set my king upol
my holy hill of Zion. | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son;
this day have | begotten thee. Ask of me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and tl
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break themradtbfaron; thou shalt dash them
in pieces like a potter's vessel. Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Sel
the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him".

B | I I e that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision. Then shall he

One verse, just one reading from the book of the Revelation, the last book in the New Testament, chapter
Revelation chapter 1, of course if you're familiaraimy way with the Scriptures you will know that the
Revelation primarily speaks of things that are yet to be in the prophetic scheme of the second coming of tt
Lord Jesus Christ. Chapter 1, just one verse, verse 7: "Behold, he", speaking of the Lofdalestis,with
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall w:
because of him. Even so, Amen".

| think many people think, certainly folk that | talk to, whether they be Christians or noin ttet day in

which we live there seems to be much suffering on the side of that which is good. Everything that is evil an
not good, or against the things of God or even just plain morals, is triumphing. Good is suffering, or God i
suffering, and evil igriumphing- and it seems that the things of God and Christianity in the church is on the
backfoot, and atheism or immorality, or whatever you want to call it: other religions, @eligion, or just

plain worldliness, seems to be on the advance. Iffgellike that, even if you're not a Christian or born
again, you're not alone and you won't be the first person that's ever thought that. David, who wrote the Psa
that we're reading from tonight, also experienced that in his own day and age, antevwag&e vent to it

in this Psalm and many other Psalms.

In fact, one Psalm in particular is renowned for this theme right throughdesalm 37, where he says: 'Fret

not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workacgidy'i Now, why would

you be worried about evildoers or envious of those who are workers of iniquity? The reason why Davic
vented that was simply because it seemed in his day that those who were doing evil were prospering, a
those who were doing goaekre suffering for it. That is the norm, let me say that again so that you can catch
it: that is the norm for this age in which we live. That is to be expected, this is the way things are to be
according to the word of Godit says that the age in whichewive, the day in which we live is man's day,

it's man's day: the day, age, and epoch where man will have his way. That's why evil triumphs and goa
suffers, but the Bible also tells us of a day that is yet to come when the tables will be turned, anlli God
have His day, and His day will be a day of reckoning.

| would say that there's not a person here in our gathering this evening who has not been wronged at sol
time and place in their life's experience. Something has been done to you by an imstituiipa loved one,

or by a friend- someone you counted a friendr an enemy, and you have been wronged. You were in the
right, they were in the wrong, and you've often wondered within your heart, that thing that's pierced youl
soul down deep and huybu for so long: will that wrong ever be ironed out? Will there ever be a day of
reckoning when wrong things that have been done will be straightened and put right?
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Maybe it's when you look at the great atrocities that we see in our land, and haverseeneat the years,

and maybe right across the world, the disasters that we've seen and the terrorist attacks, and even
Holocaust of the second world war. We wonder will there ever be comeuppance? Will these peoffle

Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin- will all these horrible monsters of humanity get away with these tragedies? Hitler,
perhaps, shot himselfdoes that mean he's scot free, that he's got off with this greatest crime against all
humanity? | think, wouldn't you say that there's somethindj iof ais - even the most warped and depraved
and sinful, immoral individual that cries from the very depths of our being for justice, for righteousness, for
vengeance, for fairness in the end. But because we live in man's day, it is not happeningea&wand as

we see and hear things around us, evil more often gains the upper hand than not. But my friend, what | wa
you to realise is that although we live in man's day, God's day of reckoning is coming, and there-is a day
and | believe it's comingery soon when the tables will be turned, and when justice will be done.

Let's first of all think of this day that we live in that is man's day, and | want you to see that this is very cleal
not only from the word of God, but from the things that yo&i g@ng on around you. As you look at Psalm

2, he asks the question: 'Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing?'. If man's day
marked by anything, it's marked by heathen indignation towards God. If | could simplify it like thisrenen a
angry with God. Man is venting, on a continual basis right across our globe, a rage against God an
everything to do with God, and everything that comes from God. The word 'rage’ literally means 'to assembl
tumultuously’, like a great riotous throngetiwhole of humanity seems to rally to the cry of raging and
protesting against God. I'm led to believe the original word here means what it is for a horse to neigh, yo
know when you see a horse neigh when it's pulling at the bit, it's about to go imémehand it just can't

wait - and it neighs and you see the steam coming out of its nostrils on a cold day like today. Or it's a hors
all metalled up in armour and ready to go into the very depths of battle, bloodthirsty, and it neighs! That's th
picture here: humanity is like a beast that neighs in the face of God in rebellion and arrogant pride, angr
against God.

This voice of heathen indignation has always been heard down through the ages, and | believe that it's he:
in a greater extent today thdrhas ever been heard. If there is a sign that we are in the end times and in the
last days, and it's not long for the Lord Jesus to return again, it is this heathen indignation: man's ang
directed toward God. Do you ever think about this? Do youwweader within the depths of your soul of the
lack, as maybe you see it, of religiousness? Immorality, a lack of reverential fear for anything to do with Goc
or eternity- and you look perhaps as a Gfaéring, moralistic, upstanding individual at the tagi
abominations that are going on in our society and being legalised by our government, and do you not say
yourself: "This can't go on like this, surely it must come to an end one day?'? I'll tell you dear friend, that i
you're saying that, you're hif Whatever that is in the depths of your soul, maybe it's planted by God as He's
written His law in your heart in consciencédon't know what it is, maybe the Spirit of God is speaking to
you, maybe you've been brought up under the word of God aneeylmeen told about this day of judgement

of God's wrath and the return of the Lord Jesdon't know what it is, but let me tell you this: when it rises

in your bosom, 'Surely there must be and end to all this?', you're right! You're right!

What doeghis world want that it rages in heathen indignation towards God? I'll tell you what it wants: it
wants freedom from God. That's what it wants! Freedom from God! The kings of the earth all set themselve
toward God, take counsel together against the Ladd @hrist, and they want to breakerse 3- God's

bands from them. They want to loose God's cords and influences and restraints from their lives! Here
friends, is the fatal mistake that humanity has made right from the very beginning of time, atidsit is
freedom is not achieved by breaking the bands of God off yamw mark this- freedom is only achieved
when you submit to God and His Christ's salvation.

But sadly humanity, for all time, has made this mistake and they have thrown off God'hayldale just
invited bondage and destruction, the very thing that they're trying to get away from. If | can prove this to yot
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by illustrating what it was like in the 1960$ obviously don't remember it, but | know enough about it from
living in the oveflow of it in my childhood and teenage years. It was the epoch of revolution and freedom:
free love, free drugs, free drink, free morals, everything was free! The cry was to throw off the restraints o
society and the institutions that were the ground fanthdation of society, but what has it led to today?
What is the offshoot and the fallout of it? It is a society wrecked with drug abuse, alcoholism, promiscuity,
lack of morals, venereal diseases, and the demise of the marriage unity and the familjhatsdvhat we

get from man's attempt at freedom and breaking loose from the restraints of God!

| wonder am | speaking to someone, and your whole life's experience has been a cry for freedom, gettir
away from the restraints of your parents, the resgatyour school, your upbringing, your society, your
church. 1 don't know what specifically it is, but your heart genuinely yearns for freedioghbecause of that
you've been pushed to resist anything that smacks or smells of God! Anything to do dith dbaresist

your family's prayers they've been praying for you, since you've been a child, to receive Christ as your
Saviour. Your Sunday School teacher pleaded with you when you were at his knee. Your husband, your wi
is saved, and they long and dhmany a tear through a waking night for your soul's salvateomd you're
throwing of all those restraints because you see that as hindering your freedom. My friend, you're puttin
yourself in bondage!

The mark of this day and age in which we live isnfeaanger toward God. The second thing here is vain
imaginations. The kings, it says in the second part of verse 1, 'the people’, the nations, 'imagine a vain thin
In their selfish ambition they plot and plan ways of avoiding God's rule. You see ttésriext step: you're
angry against God, and then you decide: 'Well, I'm going to do something about this! I'm not going to be
restricted by the standards of my parents, or by my church, or even by my society. I'm going to plan a way'
whether it's in tB home- 'I'm not going to take part in family worship or family prayers. As long as | can I'm
going to try to get out of going to church on a Sunday morning or a Sunday evening, or | don't want to go t
that gospel meeting because it makes me feel unctabfe- and I'll think of every excuse in the book not

to go'. Or maybe it's the standards in the house that you live in: you've been brought up with godly parent
and you're trying to rebel and throw off these cords and these bands that you see gih#iingrapon you.

When your parents aren't about, and people you know from the young people's in the church, you avoid tf
things of God, and in fact you go further: you plan ways that you can get rid of them.

That's the next stage: is that you? Do yoow what the next step after that is? United opposition. Heathen
indignation, vain imagination planning ways that you can avoid God and the things of -Gbén there
comes united opposition. It says here in verse 2 that: 'The kings of the earth setteepand the rulers

take counsel together, against the LORD', and all peoples of the nations united themselves against God's rt
Here's the downward spiral and pattenwhat is it? One: you get angry with God and the things of God.
Two: you plan angou plot to avoid the things of God and get the restraints away from you. And three: then
eventually you unite with people who are opposed to Christ and the things of God, and you eventually fine
yourself agreeing with them.

Here you are, is it not youdbn't know why you're angry against God, | don't know how you're plotting to
avoid the things of God, but I'll tell you this: | wonder are you on the next step of actually opposing,
opposition united with the world? Are you united? Are you united in agvrelationship that's pulling you
down spiritually? Are you united studying something that is not profitable for your soul? Are you united with
some type of entertainment or occupation, or leisure halibn't know what it is, but it has driven youant

a position where you have found yourself starting to agree with those who are against Christ! That's wh:
happens! Do you know what the step is after that? In fact, | would say that you've qualified if you have
heathen indignation, and you have this vVamagination, and this united oppositiedo you know it means?
You're a gospel rebel! Gospel rebellion! You have become a rebel to the gospel.
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These kings of the earth and nations were rebellious against all divine influence, and do you know what th
is? It is the spirit of the age in which we live, man's age, it has always been from the beginning when the me
of Babel built a great tower that they said would reach unto heaven, and they would worship God in thei
own way, and they would unite together their own terms and God said 'No!', and He scattered them into
different languages right across the earth into confusibat's why you've got languages today. It happened

in Babylon, we read there of Nebuchadnezzar. He exalted himself againstetloé @od, and said: 'Look at

my great kingdom that | have brought to myself, and that | have built', and God had to teach him a lessol
that the only reason that he was on Babylon's throne and that he was successful as an emperor, was bec
God had lethim. Do you know what God did? He made him like a beast of the field, to crawl on all fours,
and he had fur on him like feathers of ravens, and he ate of the grass, and the dew of the morning came uy
his flesh, and he was out in the field like a wild steantil he admitted, and lifted his beastly head
heavenward, that there was a God in heaven who alone ruleth in the kingdoms of men!

He had the spirit of the age in him, and I'll tell you: when you get to the cross of Calvary and you see al
these old wddly sinners judging the Lord Jesusnagine them standing in judgement! Men like Pilate, men
like Herod, men like Caiaphas the high prieahd it's amazing that they're fighting the bit out, the Roman
Emperor against the Jews, all the nations of tbedvagainst one another ready to slay one another and
takeover one anotheryet when it comes to opposing God and His Christ they all unite together to crucify
the Son of God! It's the spirit of the age! Then, when the church of Jesus Christ was fomasdno
different - and we have in Acts chapter 4 the apostle preaching, and do you know what he preaches or
Psalm 2, and he talks about how the wicked age of man took the holy child Jesus, God's Son, and crucifis
Him! And Herod, and Pilate, Rome anddaism, united together to oppose God and His Christ, and nailed
Him to a cross!

Oh, this is nothing new, and I'll tell you this: it's happening, you can see it with your own eyes, and the Bible
says it will happen in the end timeand | believe very fimly that we are living in the last days. In the last
days the Scriptures teach that there will be a full fulfilment of Psalm 2, when the kings of the earth will
gather together and unite to fight against God. There will rise up a vast federation chmdleations that

will unite in one passion: a determination to prevent Christ from taking the reins of government in this earth
Now, my simple personal question to you this night is: which crowd do you belong to? Are you one of the
men that could be saithere is the characteristics of man's day, and you're angry against God, and you've
plotted and planned to avoid the things of God, the salvation of God, and even find yourself uniting with
people who are opposed to everything that God is and gives?inkbydu're rebelling against the Gospel

and the word of God: my friend, you're among those who crucified the Lord Jesus Christ Himself! | warn
you that you have your innings at the moment, and although you have opposed Him all through your life an
gottenaway with it, there is a day coming when the tables will be turned and the day will turn to God's day!
That will be a day of reckoning, and that's why it's futile for you to run away from God. That's why the
Psalmist says: 'Why do the heathen rage®y are they doing it? If the Psalmist was here tonight in this
pulpit he'd be saying: 'Why do they not get saved? Why do they think they can rebel against God foreve
because very soon the tables are turning!'.

Let me share a couple of things with you ab@ad's day and how it's marked. Do you know how it's
marked? It's marked the exact opposite of man's day. There's not man's anger against God, this time Psal
tells us there's God's anger against man. It says that God will laugh at these kings inldhend/dhe
nations that oppose Him and rage against Hite will have them in derision! God doesn't worry about the
opposition of the nations and this world's establishments. Their noise and threats don't bother Him! The
clenched fists up into His holace, and their arrogant slogans and boasts are nothing te tHaw're like

the squeaks of a mouse to a lion! They mean nothing! He can't even arouse Himself to fight with them, H
just laughs at them!
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I'll tell you, this is the picture of God as He God on His throne. And although today He's a God of grace
and offers you salvation where you sit in this meeting, there's a day coming when He will have the last laugl
My friend, | heard a sermon preached recently on tape of a man of God from yeaaadado, you know

what the subject of the preaching was? The title was this: "'The God Sinners Never Want to Meet', the Gc
sinners never want to meetwho is He? He is this God that laughs at our calamity, who says: 'l've called
unto you and you did not amsr, and now | will laugh at your calamity'. I'll tell you, if God laughs at you
friend, you've had it, it's over, you're finished!

Let me give you an illustration of it: John the Baptist was said to be a voice crying in the wilderness, and thz
simply meant that he was a prophet. He was the voice of God, and one day he stood before Kirghg#erod
same one as the Lord stood before later, before His crucifixion. Because King Herod was living with anothe
man's wife, John the Baptist told him his sin, thatvas an adulterer, and Herod threw him into prison. One
night it was Herod's birthday, and they were having a great party. The daughter of this woman that he wz
committing adultery with came before Herod to dance before him, and he was so pleasedato her:

'What would you like? What can | give you?'. And it says within the word of God that her mother, before,
instructed her: 'Say, 'Give me the head of John the Baptist on a charger"”, and she asked for John's head!
voice of God that crieth the wilderness through the prophet was cut off! Herod lived for a little while after
that, and then came the day when Jesus, the Son of God, stood before him. And I'll tell you this, liste
carefully: there's not a word in this book, not one word, dlesus Christ spoke to Herod the kingrhy?
Because he'd silenced the voice of God!

My friend, there's a day coming when God will laugh, and if by some diabolical move you have silenced
God's voice, you will meet a silent God and He will laugh and mogkwatcalamity. | don't have time to go

into all the judgements that will take place upon this earth when Jesus comes, but I'll tell you it is an awfu
day of wrath that this world has not seen hitherto neither will ever see. Revelation calls it 'thefwhath
Lamb', but I'll tell you this much: the book of Revelation says that on that day those kings of the earth tha
raged and protested, and arrogantly vented their anger against God, on that day they will be terrified and ru
The kings of the earthpd the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, anc
every bondman, and every free man, will hide themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; a
say to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us frofadbef him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb!

There'll be no heathen indignation and vain imaginations and united oppositions and Gospel rebellions c
that day! My friend, don't you tell me that you will be any different, fgoifi're not washed in the blood of

the Lamb- just think about it for one moment this evening: what if, as you're listening to the sound of my
voice in this building this evening, you heard the trumpet sound, and that beautiful resplendent light that wil
transcend and be like an aura around the Judge of God, Jesus Christ, coming into the world, came throu
that window this moment? Would there be one here without Christ that wouldn't tremble and go to piece
and buckle underneath the guilt of your sin? Dl me you wouldn't!

Can you doubt that there would be many in this congregation who would be distracted with guilty fear anc
remorse? Do you not think that all the sinners who had ever rejected Christ would behave in such a way? ¢
course they wouldThere will be holy wrath on that dayand what did Revelation chapter 1 and verse 7
say? That verse terrifies me... people will wail! | can't wait to see the Lord, can you? Some people will wai
on that day because they don't want to see Him, becauseethey ready for Him. Holy wrath, no longer
heathen indignation. There will be accomplished plans, no more vain imaginaBodswill have His plans

and see them through, His sovereign will will be done. It doesn't matter how many plots and plaas will b
made by kings and great men, and the ordinary Joe Bloggs, they will come to naught, for He will put His
righteous Ruler on the throne. There will be no more united opposition against the Lord and His Christ, bu
Christ will reign, the Anointed King upaddis holy hill! Of His government there will be no end, and He will
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reign in perfect righteousness. 1 tell you: at His crucifixion, when He was dying for your sins and mine,
Christ was given to the heathemut Psalm 2 tells us that on that day the heathiéirbe given to Christ.

What about that!

The Lord Jesus Christ, who now sits at the Father's-hightl, there's a day coming when He will enter into
the world and He will judge the nations and separate the sheep from the theassived from the ungad.
Revelation says that out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations, and +
shall rule them with a rod of iron, and He will tread the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty
God, and He will rule with a rodf iron and He will dash the potters vessel in pieces! Then the books will be
opened, the works will be declared, and the judgement will be executed. Then rebels will be broken an
bowed, there'll be no Gospel rebellion, but Philippians says every kakéal, and every tongue confess

the Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

My friend, in this Psalm that you have looked at, the Spirit of God in the closing verses gives you an
invitation appeal to come to your senses and come to Closstthe wise. He appears to the three parts of
your personality: your mind, your heart, and your will. To your mind He says: 'Will you wise up, be
instructed, the way that you've been going is not the way to happiness and holiness and heaven'. The wisd
of this world is foolish as with God. In verse 11 He appeals to your heart, and He says: 'Serve the Lord wit
fear, submit yourself and you will rejoice in God even with trembling'. Then He applies and addresses you
will, and He says: 'Kiss the Son, lese e angry with you. This great Judge, who's coming to judge the
world, the One who was crucified for your sins and died for your iniquities and bore all your judgement on
the cross at CalvaryHe's coming back again, and you should take His hand nove &s tHe Sovereign of

the universe, and bow at His foot, and kiss the nailprint!'.

Submit to Him, David is saying, pay homage and show loving surrender to Him. Yet maybe you're in oul
gathering tonight, and you've said it all your life and you're sayitiys very moment: 'We will not have

this Man to reign over us!'. If you're saying that, soon, very soon, as the disciples stood on Bethany's hill ar
watched the Lord Jesus ascend after His resurrection, and they watched as that resplendent glory &
brightness began to disappear as a speck on the horizon in theeslgysoon on that same geographical
spot, some men will be gathered, and they will see that speck return again, and the reverse happen as |
resplendent brightness begins to appear, aadugdly comes out of the sky, and Christ gather as they watch
and debate as to what this-iall it is is the fulfilment of the word of Christ: 'As ye have seen Me go, so |
will come again in like manner'. To their horror they will wail as they see thgoshof their being change,
because the light of Christ eclipses the very light of the sun as He comes to judge theanadiits too late!

Oh, my friend, today whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be-gadagt, but not on that
day.

"Ye sinners seek His face,
Whose wrath ye cannot bear.
Fly to the shelter of the cross,
And find salvation there'.

Let us pray: | don't know how many times you've heard the Gospel before. | don't know what situation yot
find yourself in, but I'll tell yu this: you don't need to be some theologian, or even a preacher in a pulpit, to
realise that things are getting swiftly worse in our land, and it's got to end somewhere. I'm telling you tha
one day shall end, and Jesus shall reign from shore to shuneyBriend, it is only those who bow the knee
in time, bow the knee in the day of grace, bow the knee when the Gospel call is heralded, who will enjoy the
day and reign with Christ, and dwell for all eternity in glory. Will you bow the knee? Will yoit do
voluntarily now? One day you will do it, and be forced to devithy be forced to do it for someone who
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loves you so much? Someone who went to Calvary and shed His blood on your behalf, someone who ba
your sin, took your sorrow, went through youtlhas it too much to ask to bow the knee before the King of
kings, and kiss His nail pierced hand? Will you not take Him as your Saviour tonight? Confess your sins
trust His cross work, take His gift of eternal life. I'll be here after the meetingtk $p anyone who wants
some guidance or help, I've got some literature free of charge for anyone who would like it. You can b
saved right where you are if you just call on the name of the Lord. If you are saved, do tell us, and let u
know so that we carejoice and help you.

Don't be counting on tomorrow or even tonight, no man knoweth the day or theamlthe reason for that

is that we might be sure today, and be prepared today, 'er Christ should come before this night is even ov
Father, we prathat there may not be one in this place gathered who is not in time. Lord, we pray that there
would be none that would endure the wrath of God that will be poured out upon this planet. We pray tha
there'll be none that will lift up their eyes in the dadf fire, being in torment for Lord, Thou hast given

them every opportunity to trust the bleeding Lamb, and we pray that they will hide for refuge tonight from
the wrath to come in His riven side, and be saved for time and for eternity to the glasyrafrhe who is
worthy, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach The WordMarch 2003
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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We're turning in our Bibles this evening to John's gospet have a few readings of the word of

God - John's gospel and chapter 14. It is a passage of scripture where the Lord Jesus Christ
speaking- and we have learnt, | hope, after three nights of our mission thus far that we have to
listen when the Lord Jesus speaks.

John chapter 14, and this is aspage where Jesus speaks on the subject that you've been hearing about ju
now, in the word in song, about His coming again and about the place that He wants to bring you and me t
Verse 1 of chapter 14: "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believedn ligtieve also in me. In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if
go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there y
may be also. And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and tt
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me".

ThenRevelation chapter 21, the last book of the Bible that speaks about the Lord's return, and indeed abo
the place called 'heaven'. Revelation 21 and reading at verse 1: "And | saw a hew heaven and a new earth:
the first heaven and the first earth weassed away; and there was no more sea. And | John saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husbar
And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is widnthbea will dwell

with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And Go
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying
neither shall there be anyame pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. Anc
he said unto me, It is done. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginrihtharend. | will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his
God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murdkrers, al
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth wi
fire and brimstone: which is the second death".

Verse 22: "And | saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the téntpkend

the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings
of the earth doiing their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there
shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in nc
wise enter into it any thing that defiletheither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they
which are written in the Lamb's book of life".

Just three verses from chapter 22, verse 14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may h
right to the tree of life, and ngeenter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie", verse 17, "A
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, @owhéet him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely".

Let's bow our heads in a moment's prayer as we ask God's help. If you're a believer in this place this evenir
you pray too that God may bless our effort in gospel. Our Father, we thank Thee for the revelation, Thy
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revelation to us, the word of God. Lord, we can know nothing about the hereafter, we can know nothing
about Thee, or about salvation, or about the way to be saved, if it were not for Thy womtd Seé_thank

Thee for it. We know that it's sharper than a-®dged sword, it's like a hammer that breaks the broken
heart. We pray this evening that Thy Spirit may come upon these pages, but more importantly that He me
come upon the lives of them iniglplace that are without Christherefore without hope in this world, or in

the world to come. We pray that time would break way to eternity this evening, and that the atmosphere c
God may be able to be cut with a knife. Fill me, | pray in Jesus' rfsamnen.

You can take an atlas down from the shelf at home and open it up, and you can even look down the index
the back, and you will see many beautiful places descrilcedntries, places that you may feel are near to
paradise, they are idyllic. It mae the tropical sands of the seashore, it may be the forests of the Amazon, it
may be the mountains of the Alps, it may be the mountains of the Mournes. Many places on earth
luxurious, exotic resortsand many of them, if we had a choice to live iplace, we would say: 'Well, |

want to live there. I've been there on holiday', or 'lI've seen photographs of it', or 'l saw a programme on tt
television about it, and if | could live anywhere I'd love to live there'.

But I'm sure that none of us would gaat we wanted to live there forever. Is that not true? There's no place
on earth that | would want to live forever. Because, you see, the problem with no matter what part of th
world you go to, no matter how beautiful it is, the problem is that we eaerthange what's in our hearts

and we can never, fundamentally, change the environment that surrounds us. No matter what place we go
on God's earth we find what the Bible calls 'sin', we find lawlessness, crime, abuse, addictions, selfishnes
We findthese awful things that mar the beautiful creation no matter where we go.

But the Bible says that there is a place, that there is a country, where there is no crime, where there is
violence, where there is no sickness, no sadness, no more tearsntfy oashere there are no more
heartaches, no more pain or death or burdens, free from war, free from bloodshed. There's no rich, there's
poor, there's no bond, there's no prison. People never grow tired, never grow -@de Nwver says:
'‘Goodbye' thereThere are no disappointments there, no failures, no wrong, no accidents. You can travel fol
miles along its roads and you'll never encounter a funeral procession, you'll never find a cemetery, you'
never find a hospital or a doctor or a nurse. Thex@'shemists, there's no medicine, because thereda@o

sick! There's no drunkards, no rapists, no terrorists or-eilcsers. There's no broken homes, there's no
death. No dumb people, no blind, disabled, homeless. What a place!

My friend, you better desve it this evening: this place is as real, if not more real than, Kilkeel. This is what
the word of God calls 'heaven'. You might say: 'Well, that's all rubbish, isn't it? It's all in your head, preacher
It's all out of that little book that you readot much of- and it's beginning to confuse you, and you're
believing in pie in the sky when you die. That's not what | want. | want redlity thing that you talk about,
'heaven’, that's just to salve the problems that you have in your life. Itte gise you some kind of hope

that all down here that you're living in, that it's all going to be worth all the pain, all the stress and the
sickness and the problemshat there's something, some light of the end of the tunnel. You're just deluding
yourselfr'.

Can you prove to me that there's no heaven? Can you? The Bible says that eye has not seen, nor ear ¢
heard in the human race, neither has it entered into the heart ofweacannot conceive, the word of God
says, what He has prepared for thivat love Him. Heaven! A place of perfection, a place of satisfaction, a
place- praise God where there will be no more sin at all!

'How do you know there's a heaven?', you say. I'll give you a couple of reasons. First of all: the human so!
has alwaydonged for such a place. If you look into the history books, and you can go 3000 years BC anc
look at the Egyptian race and they were wrong in their perception of heaven, but they believed in an
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afterlife even way back then. Right from the beginningimie men have always looked to a better land
called 'heaven'. Secondly: the human soul has always felt that there is such a place. Now, you can deny
and you can tell me I'll not believe you- but you can tell me that you have no desire of a pladedcal
heaven, neither do you feel it in your own sehut I'm telling you, you do. Every day of your life you yearn

for something betterthat's heaven.

It's like the wee lad who was flying the kite out on a cloudy day, and he lost the kite behiradittseearid he
couldn't see where it wadut he could feel that it was there, because it was tugging, the wind was pulling it.
You know what I'm talking aboutyou maybe wouldn't admit about believing it, but you know there's a tug
on your heart that thenmust be something more to this life, there must be something at the end of it all
worth living for and toiling for. We must have a purpose down hgoai're right!

Thirdly: the human soul needs such a place. You're right in asking the questionpiithittvall?', for some

of you have it far tougher than I'll ever have, some of you have gone through things that | could never ente
into - problems in your home, and family, and business, and all sorts of things that you probably couldn*
even share witlpeople here. Oh, it has to be worth it all somehdlae human soul needs a place at the end

of it all, that it will be worth it all!

Fourthly: justice demands a place called 'heaven'’, because there's been people like me and the Pastor \
have preachethe Gospel and have lost their heads for it. There are people in Eastern Europe at this momer
and in China, who believe what | believe in the word of Gadd they're being tortured for it! Some of them

are being crucified upsidgown, and why would thedo it if there wasn't a place called heaven, if they
didn't know that they would go to a place where everything would be fine and God would be there?

Fifthly, and this is the most important, listen to this one: God says there's a heaven, and JdassaidCitris

too. Now, I've asked this question night after night and | still haven't got an answer, but yet nobody's gc
saved- it surprises me, that one. None of you will say that Christ was a liar, none of you! None of you are
saying that He's a lunatig&vhen He said: 'l go to prepare a place for you, and if | go | will come again and
receive you unto myseHl'you must believe what He said, because none of you have denied it, none of you
have questioned me at the door, yet none of you have got saved!

Jesis says there's a heaven, my friend, and | want to speak to you this evening on this subject of heave
'Heaven And How to Get There'. You ask me: 'What's heaven like?'. In John chapter 14, that we read, tl
Lord Jesus described heaven, first of all, asme. Now what conjures up into your mind when you think of

a home? Maybe it's good memories, memories of Daddy and Mummy and your brothers and sisters togetf
as a family, before they were all broken up. Memories of the good old days, memories oftifassly
happy round the fire on a Sunday night or something like that. Good memories, around the meal table, «
home.

Maybe home hasn't such a good memory for-yleome meant a father chucking over the step, drunk. Home
meant a mother being beaten, mayjbb@as you beaten or abused. Home, oh to think of home, an awful
picture! You dreamt as a wee child what you would love a home to have been. Well, Jesus says this: that tt
place heaven is such a home, a home that you could ever wdnaime of good memies, a home of good
things, a home that is permanent. So many homes in these days are not permanent, they're broken,
children don't know who their real father or mother is they swap around that many times! But this is a place
Jesus says, beyond artzbae all our imagination.

He said it's a home, He says it's a happy place. | don't know what storms you're going through this evening
your life, in your home, in your own mind and heart there's storms that are ragidgyou know all about
storms heg. In the book of Revelation and chapter 21 we read this: that heaven is a place where there is
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more sea. You can't have a storm without the-$kare's no sea in heaven, there's no more storms, no more
heartaches, no more problems, no more perpdsxitito more distress, no more arguments, no more fights,
no more breakips, no more waklouts, no more disasters! A place that is happy.

My friend, sea also speaks of separation. You can't get from here to Scotland because the sea separates
we have tdake a boat. Let me say this: heaven will be a happy place for me, because there's loved ones tf
have gone on before me and they're there. It'll be happy because I'll be reunited with them, I'll see them ag:e
- loved ones | loved long ago will be theReople ask the question: "Well, will you know them when you get

to heaven? of course you'll know them! Do you think you'll be dafter up in heaven than you are down here?
We'll see them, and we'll be reunited with them!

Is there a vacant chair in yobome? Is there a quiet voice? Is there someone that you have loved, and you
have lost, and they've gone on to heaven? A mother, a father, a son, a daagititiey've been saved? Or

a little child that has gone to gloryGod has taken it up in His asnat birth and brought it there? They are
there waiting for you! But you will never be there. My friend, is there that separation? Will you miss them?
Will they miss you? Are you like the missionary who, in India, lost her twins, and when she was laging th
down to the ground they died of diphtheria she laid them down there and whispered to God: 'Only
separated for a short time'. How long will you be separated? My friend, the word of God teaches this: that
we die in our sin, that if we die withouh@st, if we do not know salvation, if we're not washed in His blood,

if we've never repented of our siit says that we will have part in the lake of fire!

Oh, if you took a poll in Kilkeel today, most of them will believe in heavbat few of them wl believe in

hell. We all like nice things, don't we? Of course we do, it's natumad hell is real, my friend, hell is in the
word of God. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself preached on hell, talked about hell, mentioned hell more tha
He did about heaverbecause He wanted to warn people of the doom and the danger if they were damned!

Will you be separated in hell? The tragedy is this: that the word of God teaches about twonaeras a

rich man and one was a pauper, Lazarus. They both died aagsitheat the rich man lifted up his eyes in
hell, and Lazarus was taken into heaven. But it says that the rich man, when he was in hell, was able to s
Lazarus in heaven! He was able to see Father Abraham, he could talk with him! And the hell for you, my
friend, after this life if you don't trust Christ will be ten times the hell for you because you'll see that loved
one in heaven! You'll not be able to talk with them, they'll not hear you, they'll not see you in your torture,
they'll not hear your wgeng and wailing and gnashing of teeth! They'll not hear it, but you'll be able to see
them in their glory, in their happiness, in their satisfactiand you'll wish you could be there, but you can't!

Jesus says that it's not just a home, a happy,fhatet's holy. He said in the book of Revelation: 'Nothing
that defiles shall enter inthat means sin. If you're a sinneasind you are a sinner because we're all sinners,
who do you think you are? Do you think God made you on your own, and youialspad you're some

kind of perfect person, everybody's worse than you are? Come on! Waken up! We're all sinners, we've ¢
done wrong, we've all made mistakes, we've all regriete Jesus says that nobody will get in there with a
sin. The whoremongesieeping around, the drunkard, the boozer, the gamlaliéthose sins, and the self
religious and selfighteous that think they're pious as a pope, they'll not get in either!

So how do you get in? Have you ever seen a dog chained to a pole? You kaioivatalking about, you

go into the bank or into the Post Office when you're out for walk with the dog, and you tie it up. All of a
sudden it sees you through the window, and it jumps at you but [the chain] catches it. You've sdmirt that
it's stupid,it jumps again, it keeps on jumping, thinks it can get at you because it can see you. We're all like
that, aren't we? We're all jumping at heaveamd let's face it, who doesn't want to go to heaven? Everybody
wants to go to heaven, and we'll all jumpeafit, we'll all strive after it some will even live after it: deny
themselves things, go to special places, join a special religion, become a nun or a priest or a minister just
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get to heaven! But no matter how much we pull after it, like the wegttlere's something that keeps us
back, and it's our sin.

My friend, a wee child on one occasion said this: 'Heaven is where you get everything you want, but if yot
want everything you'll not get there'. There was a rich man, a young rich man, camss tantesaid: 'Look,

how can I inherit eternal life?do you know what he was saying? What you're maybe saying: 'How can | get
to heaven?'. Jesus said: 'Well, have you kept the commandments?'. 'Oh, yes, I'm a good religious fellow y
know. | kept the commandments'. But Jesus knowing his heaand Jesus Christ knows your heart this
evening, He knows what sin will keep you out of heavéesus said: 'Well, what | want you to do now is to
sell all your goods, everything that you have, give them to the pod come and follow Me'. The Bible
says that that man looked very very sad because he was very very rich.

You see salvation is free, my friend, in one sense: that Jesus Christ at the cross has done all that is neede
be done for you to go to heavand to be savedbut it costs you your life. You've got to give everything,
you've got to forsake your sin, and you've got to throw yourself into the hands of the Lord Jesusa@tirist

the big problem that stops us getting to heaven is our sin. Jinrst dsvil needs all of you to take you to hell,
Jesus needs all of you to take you to heaven.

Our world today says that, 'Just like all roads lead to Remeghember they used to say thatall roads

lead to God. All roads lead to heaven, and as l@ngoa're sincere, as long as you have some kind of god,
and that you're moral and you live to love your neighbour and to do your ti@stcould God close you out

of heaven when you die and get to the pearly gates?'. That's what the world says, butrbwwwewhat God

says? Do you know what Jesus said? 'l am the way, the truth, and theolifean, or woman, comes to the
Father, gets to heaven, but by me'. There is one road to heaven, and it's the way of the cross. The wee hy
says:

‘The way of the @ss leads home,
The way of the cross leads home'.

Another hymn says:

'On the golden streets of heaven,

All men hope to walk some dayof course they do!
'‘But so many are not willing

To accept the living way.

And while others stand on good works
andopinions as they may:

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

I'm depending on the blood'.

You see when Jesus was hanging on that tree at Calvary, and when His blood was dripping down to tl
ground. When men were crying to Him: 'Ach, look at You! You saved others, &b¥isu cannot save!

Why don't You get down and save Yourself if You are who You say You are?'. Do you know why He didn't
come down, my friend? Listen: because He wanted you in heaven. He wanted you never to look at a corp
again, He wanted you never toesl a tear again, never to have another doctor's appointment again, never tc
have another heartache, never to have another sleepless night! He wanted you over there with Himself in t
glory of His glorious being and light. So He endured the cross, Heeahgaur shame and your sin, and the
punishment that God poured on Him there instead of pouring it upon you iHeblook it all! Why? The
children’s chorus puts it well:
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'‘Jesus loves me, this | know
For the Bible tells me so'.

He did it because HeVes you. What kind of a man are you that could spurn a love like that? What kind of a
mother are you? You would give your child everything, but when thepreaited hand of the Saviour is
knocking on your door you would shut it in His facget He lovedyou enough to bleed and to die for you!
You can be sure, if you reject Him, you'll never be in heaven.

There was a little negro boy lying on his deathbed in the mission field, and he had a longing desire to go 1
be with the Lord Jesus. He looked int@ thyes of his Sunday School teacher, the missionary, and he said:
'I'm going soon to heaven, and then I'll be with Jesus forever'. The missionary wanted to question {ittle boy
| don't know why, but he said: 'What if Jesus were to leave heaven? Whatyweoutth?'. He said: 'Oh, |
would follow Him'. The missionary said: 'What if Jesus were to go into hell? What would you do?'. That wee
negro boy was smarter than that Sunday School teacher, and he said: 'Sir, where Jesus is there is no hell'.

Let us bow ouheads. | believe God has been speaking to your heart sir, madam, young man, young womal
Maybe it's because there's someone there that you love, and you'll never see them again. Maybe it's beca
you know that you've shut Jesus Christ out too many tiviagbe it's because you're going through the toil

of life down here on the earth, and you want something better at the end of it all. My friend, you need to trus
the Saviour. You can do it now where you sit, you can pray to God silently and say: 'aord sinner. |
repent, | turn away from my sin and turn to Thee. | know that Jesus died for me, and that His blood ca
cleanse me from all my sin. Lord, save me and take me to heaven one day. | give You my life, in Jesu
name. Amen'.

Now let me say thaif God has spoken to your heart this evening, | will be at the daod if you have
trusted the Lord you need to tell me, you need to tell someone. The Lord says we need to confess with o
mouth. If you want to talk to me I'll be at the door. NowelistGod is talking to some one of you tonight

talk to me! Get this thing settled and put to beaake sure, my dear friend, that you're going to heaven.

Transcribed byAndrewWatking Preach The WordJune 2001
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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evening from John chapter 10. | want to speak to you later on identifying God's sheep. What are th
marks of a sheep, or a child, of God? There's great sionfin the days in which we live over what,
or who, is a child of God, and what are the attributes of one. How do you recognise one? Well, God doesr
miss the mark when He tells us, specifically, how to recognise one of His childtewvery clear inthe
word of God, but some of us, at times, can miss it.

N ow we're turning to the word of God, to John chapter 10, for our readjoge a long reading this

We'll read the majority of chapter 10 of John. These are the words of the Lord Jesus: "Verily, verily, | say
unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up someagthttie same is a

thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the port
openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. /
when he putteth forth his owsheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his
voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.
This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what ti@pgsetre which he spake unto
them. Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, | say unto you, | am the door of the sheep. All the
ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. | am the door: by me if
man enter inhe shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for tc
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly. | am the good shepherd: the good shepjieeth his life for the sheep. But he that is an
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the she
and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, becausm® he is
hireling, and careth not for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mir
As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my life for the sheep. And other shee
| have, which are not of this fold: thestso | must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one
fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, because | lay down my life, that | might take
again. No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have powkaytit down, and | have power

to take it again. This commandment have | received of my Father. There was a division therefore agal
among the Jews for these sayings. And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye hir
Others said, Thesgre not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? And it
was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomo
porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and saichumicdHow long dost thou make us to doubt? If
thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that | do
my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of mg ska&puato

you. My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And | give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me
is greater than all; and no manable to pluck them out of my Father's hand. | and my Father are one. Then
the Jews took up stones again to stone him".

And we know that the Lord will bless the reading of His truth. Let's pray to the Lord and seek His face, anc
let us pray- if you're a believer in this meetinglet's seek God's face together that He may speak to those
who, perhaps, think they're God's sheep, but they're not; to those who want to be God's sheep, but don't kn
how. Let's pray that the Lord may come by His Spirit arehkpo us all.

Our Father, we bow before Thee and we thank Thee for the confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ that can s:
'l know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after n
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skin worms destroy tkibody, yet in my flesh shall | see God'. Our Father, we thank Thee that in the Lord
Jesus Christ we have life, and we have eternal life. As Thy word tells us, through His death, through Hi
resurrection, through His ascension, and through His interceatsibis moment for us, we have salvation.

We are saved in Christ. Our Father, we thank You that we can not only be told that we are saved, but we c
know for sure, within us, a witness that we are saved. Lord, we thank You that by faith alone inl@i&ist a
we are saved. We thank You, our Father, that we are justified, and being justified by that faith we have peax
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank You that, because we are Thy children, the Spirit Himsel
beareth witness with our spirhidt we are the children of God. We bless Thee tonight Lord, and praise Thee
for that blessed assurance that Jesus is mine. We thank You that we are persuaded that neither death, nor
nor angels, nor principalities, or powers, or things present, mgghiio come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Lord, th
is a great salvation, it is a sure salvatidwut, Lord, it is our prayer tonight that the unregateisinners in

our gathering may behold what Jesus the Saviour has done for them. Lord, by Your Spirit, that You woul
show them how He suffered for them, how He was forsaken, the Son of God died in their place
substitutionary death for wicked sinnersrd, that they would see how the King of Heaven condescended in
love to this earth to be a sacrifice for sins forever. Lord, that You would open their eyes to see how He
prayed, hanging on the cross: 'Father, forgive them, for they know not what th&hete'.He hung under

the burden of sin, under the burden of shame, under the guilt of the wrath of God that was laid upon Hin
that we might be called the sons of God, and that we might be made heirs to His throne. Lord, we thank Yc
that He won our victorywe thank You that He made an end of all our sin and shame. We just pray tonight,
our Father, that You would show that and reveal that by Your Spirit to those who are backslidden, to thos
who are not saved and outside of Christ. We say: glory be to féesus great salvation, but we pray that it
would be seen simply by thenand, Lord, that You would give them the grace to receive Christ. Lord, let us
know the nearness of Your presence, and the fullness of Thy pdeverhine, oh Lord, is the greatas and

the power, and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth
Thine. Thine is the kingdom, oh Lord, and Thou art exalted as head above all. Amen.

Now | want to read two verses, just two, from thissaa® of Scripture. It's a great passage of Scripture, so
many wonderful eternal truths within it, and we won't have time to look at them all. But what | do want to do
tonight is study the word of God, be a bit different this evening, for the simple puhaddeeally do want

to make these things clear in your mingsspecially to some of the young people, but not just to some of the
young people.

Now, | know we don't believe in chanebut the chances are, through probability, that in this gathaohg
everyone who thinks they're saved are saved. Now don't ask me how | get to that statistic, but by reading t
word of God | read that there are those, and will be those, in the last days who believe that they are right wi
God, but the tragedy will en on them that they are not. What | never want to happen is that someone who
was a member, or a child, or a friend, of the Iron Hall should be one of those individuals. You say: 'lt can't b
me!'- well, the very people that do say that are the ones ake to beware. In recent days I've counselled
folk, good Christian folk, who were in tearsvorried that they would go to hell. There was no chance of
them going to hell, they were as saved as Paul the apdstieuld see that, and everybody else cadéd

that. The thing about it is: the people that don't see it who are the people that need to worry, those that ne\
question their salvation, that just assume that everything is okay.

Now let's look at these two verses tonight, verse 27 and versko28we are to identify the sheep of God.

"My sheep", the Lord Jesus says, "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And

give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand'
The plan of salvation is a wonderful thing, and it's outlined within this chapiehn chapter 10in a way

that, perhaps, it's not outlined anywhere in the whole of the word of God. God's plan, after the fall of man i
the garden of Eden, was to save a peopleelieving people, for Himself out of every nation, and tongue,
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and tribe, and people. We find that at the very end of the book, we look at the back of the book and we fin
that that was the purpos¢hat the Lord Jesus Christ would have worship freergpeople, every tribe, and
every tongue, washed and bought by the blood of the Lord Jesus.

That was the plan, that was the purpose, and verse 16 tells us that if you look at it. The Lord said, speaking
Jews now: "Other sheep | have, which are naha fold: them also | must bring". There are other sheep,
other people who will believe out of every other tribe, and nation, and tongue. It's not just for the Jews, bt
this gospel is for the whole of the world, and they will believe. We call that griopgople the 'church'it's

not a building, it's not an establishment or an institution or a denomination, but the Greek word is 'ecclesi:
which means 'to call out'. That is the plan, that God should call out from a dying, damned world a people t
glorify His name, and a people that He can conform to be like His Son.

Isaiah 53 verse 6 tells us that: 'All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own we
and the Lord has laid on Christ the iniquity of us all'. In the way in wiielhave all gone astray, that call of

the Gospel goes out to albut sadly not all come. In verse 3 we find out that it's only His sheep that hear His
voice- He calls His own sheep by name and He leads them out. In other words, if | can illuskatthisi
whatever calls people to Buddhism, or to Islam, or to Roman Catholicism, it is not the Lord Jesus Christ. H
calls His own sheep, He only calls His owile doesn't borrow sheep, He doesn't proselytise sheep, He
doesn't say: 'Well, I know they'Buddhists, | know they're Islamic, | know they're Roman Catholic, | know
they're Mormon or Jehovah's Witneskut I'll just, by My grace, stamp the word 'Jesus' on their head and
they can be Christian. I'll take them all in under My wingd! He only @lls His sheep, peoplesheep who

will take the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

That's clear from this passage because He says anyone who tries to get into the kingdom another way is
impostor. We looked at that great verse, verse 5, in weeks gorteelyydon't follow a stranger. Verse 9:
they go in through the door that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Verse 10: anybody else who doesn't go in throu
the Lord Jesus is a thief and a robber. So you see this: He only calls His own sheep, and His own sheep v
never follow a stranger for they do not know a stranger's voice. That is the plan: that that great people, H
sheep, should be called out of a dying, sinful world.

Now what is the way? The way is verse 9, look at it: "I am the door: by me if any nearirgrite shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture”. That is the way, one way: 'l am the door, and the only doc
What is the means? He is the way, that was the plan, but what is the means? Verse 11: "I am the go
shepherd: the good shegrd giveth his life for the sheep”. Verse 18: "No man taketh [my life] from me, but |
lay it down of myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again". The death and the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the means to brisg tloeep, to cleanse those sheep, to give those
sheep eternal life, and eventually our resurrection to take those sheep to glory when the church will go

to be with Christ forever. That's the plan, that's the way, and that's the means.

Now, let's narow it down. What does that mean? It means this, verse 14: "I am the good shepherd, and kno
my sheep, and am known of mine". It means you can't fool Him. You can't fool Him! He knows His sheep,
He knows them that are His. Not only does it say that, miskeep know that they are Hithere's a double
knowledge. He knows that you're His child, and you know that you are His child. There's no bluffing, there's
no being saved without knowing it or realising-iit's a total impossibility! There's a greahswer to
pluralism that we find in our politically correct society, where everybody's saved as long as they're sincere
and we can't say there's only one God, and only one way, and only one plan, and only oneveledask

at verse 16. The Lord Jeswgho never lied: "Other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepbtmedflock and one
Saviour!
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Now, the plan and the way and the means bring an awfukation against humanity. It's found in verse 25
where the Pharisees came to the Lord Jesus after hearing what we have just heard from the lips of G
incarnate: "Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye believed not: the works that | do in my Father's namr
they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as | said unto you". What
awful accusation! 'Why do you not believe? I've told you all this, this is the truth. You've seen the works tha
I've done, you know the prophecietthe Old Testament, yet you still haven't believed! Why do you not
believe? You're not my sheep".

Now that tells us very clearly the qualifications of being a sheep of the Lord Jesus @hasis it? Belief
'‘Because ye have not believed, ye aremyp sheep'. Now the natural response of many folk that grow up in
Christian homes, and frequent Christian establishments, is: 'l understand that message, | believe, | believe
| know that Jesus came, and | know that He died and rose again, and ¢ ltediy When we were at the
conference there was one of the speakers who said he came from the Bible Belt in the Southern states
America- he called it the buckle of the Bible Belt, it was so much of the Bible Belt. He says there that
everybody is s&d - everybody! Of course he wasn't being literal, he was saying everybody thinks they're
saved because somehow they have a connection to a preacher, or to a missionary, or to a family member 1
is saved.

Is that not a problem that we have, perhapsur society today? It's a problem of belief, but there is nothing
but belief! The problem with belief alone is found in James chapter 2 and verse 19, where James says th
listen: 'Thou believest that there is one God; you do well: because the devilsehéve, and they tremble'.
That means believing something alone does not save you! That's a shattering verse of scripture, in fact
made Martin Luther himself quake and think, perhaps, that James wasn't right in soreutvag is right!

This is the word of God! Faith alone, without any evidence in your life of salvation, is not true faith.

Now, let's look at the relevance of a message such as this, and I'm going to do my best to get through
tonight because | think it's so important. What isrlevance of preaching something like this? Well, as so
many people have saidand I've said it from this pulpit and othersmost believer's children make
professions and decisions at some stage in their lifetime. Don't get me wrong, | work withncéverg
summer and | don't minimise the value and the beauty of a child, in simple faith, trusting-Gtwist
beautiful, beautiful thing. But let me say this: one of the greatest tragedies, perhaps, of Christendom is fc
parents of children who makedcisions to cement that decision in the child's mind when there is no evidence
in the child's life. Now, we do that, and it's naturdls a natural affection. You want your child to be saved,

so you hope that that decision they made was a genuineothedmit you look at your child's life and there

is absolutely no sign of the life of Christ in them!

What many parents do is they reassure that child: 'But you prayed that prayer, and you came in simple fai
to the Lord Jesus'and perhaps that childas got it into their mind, and many people in East Belfast have,
for the rest of their days: 'l said that prayer, | made that decision, and when | get before God everything wi
be alright'. Now, that's the relevance of this message. | believe, papesit®n a side issuethat what you
should be doing is looking for evidence of salvation in your child's life and, if it is not there, telling your
child: 'You know, there's very little in your life to tell me or anybody that you're saasslyou sure?You

should be questioning it for their sake, for their eternity!

Secondly, there is unrepentant faith. To put it bluntly, that means no changed life. | spoke to a lady in th
past couple of weeks, and her husband died of cancer six years ago. Aonewgadeathbed it was found

he said, at leastthat he trusted the Lord. You know, the family was ecstatic, they were over the moon! His
wife really wanted to believe it was so, and she still doesn't know whether to believe it or not. But she sai
this to me in confidence: 'David, you know | left my Bible at the side of our bed in his last days, | left it
sitting there, and | even left it open. | know for a fact that it had never been read, and | just wonder was
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work of grace really done in his he&irtI'm not making an announcement about whether that man was born
again or not, n@mne knows but Goedbut what | want to bring to you is that woman's spiritual discernment to
realise that there has to be a changed life. There has to be a desire aftief@oldas to be a repentance to
know that a man or a woman has been born again.

First of all there is that decision, perhaps, as a child that has come to nothing. Secondly there is tt
unrepentant faith. Thirdly there is unbiblical backsliding. | west phinking as | was sitting here, now
maybe you can correct me if I'm wrong, but | don't believe that the word 'backslide' appears in the Nev
Testament. It appears in the Old Testament, but it doesn't appear in the New. Now, I'm not saying there's
suchthing, but I'm saying this: that | don't find in the New Testament a believer who can be happy and
content in a life of constant siit doesn't exist. If it doesn't exist, and you're living it, you need to ask some
very serious questions.

It's interesing to note that in Palestine it was very difficult to tell the difference between sheep and goats.
They looked the same. Only the trained eye can tell the difference between them, and that's nearly what tt
passage is about: telling us how to know tHéetknce between a sheep of Christ and a goat. Now, there's
three things from these two verses, verse 27 and 28, that | want you to {aotdawe'll be looking at other
Scriptures as well.

First thing: if you're a sheep of Christ you hear Christ'saidVerse 27: 'My sheep hear my voicgdbu can't

get any more categorical than that! Now don't be thinking that you need to hear the Lord Jesus speak in I
human voice in your ear, or you need to hear an audible voice in your head or something-ikathsinot

what the word of God is talking about. It's talking about what we find in Romans chapter 10, where it says
'Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved', and then we find, 'How then shall they ce
on him in whom they haveot believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it |
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of péér'is that saying? It's saying

this: that the voice of God is heard in the word of God, through the gospel of God. If you're one of Christ"
sheep you hear His voieg/ou've heard it! You've heard it in the Gospel, you've heard it specifically to you,
but it's more than just hearing-ithe actual word, literally, is 'you listened to it'. Listening to something
anticipates a response, you're engaging intellectual and spiritually with the truth that you are understanding.

That is what we find here, drthe response that we find in John chapter 10 is in verse 26: you believe! There
is a response of belief. John Calvin, the great reformer, said this: 'Christ thinks nothing of those who will no
obey the gospel'. That's what the Lord is looking for! Behe wants you to hear His voice in the word of
God, to hear the Gospel of God, and say: 'l believe' and step out in faith. Doesn't Peter say: 'What shall t
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?'. But you know, it's not only that initiad b&dief in the
gospel, but | believe it's a love for God's word. You see, once you're saved you don't just set your Bibl
underneath the television and let the dust gather on it. You hear some people say: 'l don't get anything out
the Bible', and théye no desire to read the word of God. | would have to say that they are not hearing His
voice, they don't want to hear His voice! If you don't have a desire for the word of God and to be where th
word of God is preached, | would have to put a questiork maccording to the word of Godover your
salvation!

It's the gospel call, it's the love for the word of God, and do you know what else it is? In antithesis it is no
listening to strangers, not listening to false teachers. It says in this passagedhéollow a stranger, His

sheep. It says in 1 John chapter 4 verse 5, those who do follow false teachers "...are of the world: therefc
speak they of the world, and the world heareth them'. There's no freelancers in this sheepfold, there's |
peopleout on their own. They listen to the word of God, they listen to the church of God, they dwell among
the people of God, they are God's sheep. The miraculous thing about it is this: He knows who they are! I
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knows! 'They hear my voice, and | know thenbut the powerful thing that | want you to know tonight is
verse 14 of chapter 10: 'l am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine’, you can knt
too! That's where | want to get you this evening: to know that you are one of the sheepaftidesus
Christ.

But that's the first thing: you have to hear Christ's voice. Secondly: 'My sheep hear my voice, and | knov
them, and they follow me'. Early Christianity, we find this in the book of Acts, was called The Way'

way. You remember Jes, the Lord said: 'l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me'. They got that nickname The Way', because they preached the way to God, and the ol
way, the one door to God's Throne and God's presesmoeeé that way &s the way of salvation through the
Lord Jesus Christ. But that way was another way, elaborated on by the Lord Nesks3:34: "Whosoever

will come after me', follow after me, ‘let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me'. It is the
way d the cross.

Now | want you to turn with me to 1 John, and we're going to read quite a wee bit here from it because this
an epistle, and the message of the epistle is the message that I'm preaching tonight. So don't think that thi
something | gotrom America, or something I've learned recently, this is from the word of God. First John
chapter 2 and verses 3 to 5, now as you read these verses ask yourself: 'Do these apply to me?'. Wait till |
the right book! First John chapter 2 and verses33 télereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is r
in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby knthatwee are

in him". Can you get any clearer than that? You follow Him, and if you're not following Him you're not of
Him! It's very simple, it's very clear in the word of God. If you look at verse 15: "Love not the world, neither
the things that are irhé world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in hime"'doesn't

love the world, neither the things that are in the world.

Chapter 3 and verse 4: "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression
the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abide
in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him"! If you are living a life of sin
you're not saved! A continual, abidingumdance of transgression and you are comfortable withith#

word of God says that you cannot be saved! Chapter 4 and verse 8 and 9, if you've a problem loving oth
people, you're a bitter person, a hateful person: "He that loveth not knoweth ndoiGédd is love. In this

was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, tf
we might live through him". Do you know what he's saying? You see if you've been to the cross of Chris:
and been saved lgrace, you'll not be a bitter person, you'll not be a wizenedvicked soul! You cannot

be! If the grace of God has penetrated your life that is what will happen to you, the love -ofoG&Gbd is

love - will go right through you.

Here's the thing: 'Bvid, you're saying you have to be perfectd I'm not. | sin regularly, but | hate my sin,

and | hope that | do what | can by the Spirit of God not to fall into sin. There is no such thing as perfectior
until we get to glory, but what | am saying heseif you love your sin, if you live in your sin, and if you are
content with your sin you are not a child of God! I'm not preaching 'saved and lost', that you have to keep
up the momentum in your spiritual life, that you can't go down a bit, or besdepkeor be spiritually
dejected but I'm saying this: that there is something wrong if that is your constant state, if you fail to show
fruit for Christ on a daily basis, if you do not follow Christ's way, or have no desire to follow Him. If you are
in conscious sin, or continual disobedience, you can't be saved! The proof of conversion is not a list o
statements that you prayed as a child, or doctrines that you've nodded to in agreement at, but the proof
conversion is a life radically changed for ugs

It's the message of James. You say: 'Don't we believe in the doctrine of faith aladaefide? From the
Reformation, that's what we believaot by works lest any man should boast'. Well, | believe that too, and
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that's what the word of God teachésit do you know what James says? If you turn to it quickly, James
chapter 2 and verse 14ow note this, young people: 'What does it profit, my brothers, though a man say he
has faith, and have not works? Can that faith save him?'. What James igs#yatdaith is not faith at all,

for the faith that saves has works with it. You're not saved by faith but verse 17, look at it: 'Even so faith, if i
hath not works, is dead, being alone'. Faith without works is dead! Faith without works is notd#itAst

one of the reformers said: 'Faith alone saves, but that faith is not alone!'. Faith alone in Jesus Christ the Lc
will save you, but if you have that faith it will not be on its own, it will not be without works! The works
don't save you, but &'a package that comes togethand if you don't have the works you don't have the
faith!

If I can illustrate it to you: saving faith is like accepting the head of a family, the father, into your home to
stay there and a couple of days later the ndaghrs are walking down the road and they see the children
playing in the garden. They know that the father has taken up residence in that thatreewhat works is

like. When they see the works in the front garden of your life, it doesn't save yotis lwbof that that
saving work of faith has taken residence within your heart. The fruit will be seen in your life because the
head of the family, faith, is there. The Lord Jesus said, didn't He, that every tree is known by its fruit.

First you hear Hisroice. Secondly you will follow Christ's way, and thirdly and finally: you will possess
Christ's life. 'My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And | give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pgluein out of my hand. My Father, which gave
them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand'. You possess the |
of Christ! Eternal life! Life, life, eternal life! It doesn't say 'l will give it to them', it's thespnt tense, a
present possession: 'l have given now'! That's why in John 10:10 He says: '| have come that they might ha
life, and that they might have it more abundantly'. That's why John chapter 1 and verse 12 says: 'As many
received him, to themaye he power to become the sons of God, to them that believe on his name'. That's
what it's about: that when you believe, you receive the eternal life of God, and that eternal life will be showr
in the fruit of the Spirit.

In 1 John 1 verse 4 we readghiThese things write we unto you, that your joy may be full'. How is your joy
full? Do you know how your joy is full? In the knowledge of salvation! In the knowledge that you possess as
a present possession, God's rich salvation! Do you have it? Deegourls voice? Are you following in His
ways? Are you living a holy life, trying to be pleasing in the Spirit to Him? Have you the joy of the Lord in
your soul because of the work of Christ done within you, because of His efficacy at the cross? thgine to
eternal life, and they shall never perisBecurity! Never perish! Not 'safe in your fruit', but 'safe in Christ's
hand'- no-one will pluck you out of His hand! You're safe!

If that's not enough, you're not only in Christ's hand but you're iRdtieer's hand and imagine, the Father

who is omnipotent holds you in His hand if you're saved. You know, that was the purpose of 1 John, th
book, that was the purpose of John's gospehat was the purpose? The purpose of this message tonight:
‘These hings have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that you might know that
you have eternal life, and that you might believe on the name of the Son of God'. The purpose of John
gospel: 'These are written, that ye might believe dleaus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might have life through his name'. Do you hear His voice? Are you following Him? Do you have, as a
present possession, eternal life and security in Him? Have you believed?

Let me finish with ths story. In a Highland village there was a shepherd, and the shepherd had a little
daughter. He would take his little daughter when going across the moors to tend and fold the sheep, and m
of all the young girl loved going with him to hear her fathdl ttee sheep, and watch the sheep follow him
into their fold. The shepherd would cry, and sounding free and beautiful down the wind and over the moor
was that cry that the sheep reacted to. By and by that little girl grew up to be a beautiful youngamaiman,
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she went off to the city of Edinburgh. At first her letters to her father were regular and frequent, every week
Then eventually the intervals came between them, and they grew longer, and finally they ceased altogeth
The rumour circulated that ligt Highland town that the shepherd's daughter was seen in bad company and in
guestionable places. One day a lad from the village told how he'd gone down to Edinburgh, and he had
the girl and she had totally ignored him. Hearing that, the shepherdowaameyed that he put on all his
shepherd clothes, and he packed a case. He went to Edinburgh, with his staff in his hand, to seek and find
lost daughter. Day after day he sought her in the avenues and in the slums, but all in vain. Then one day
remembered how his daughter loved to hear him give the shepherd's call, and this time he went out as ust
in sorrow, but he sounded his cry loud and free among the streets. You can imagine thépassarn in
astonishment to hear such a sound, ane¢ossich a sighta shepherd in the middle of the metropolis! At
last, at last, in a house in a degraded street of Edinburgh city, his daugittieg in a room with her lost,
depraved companionsuddenly looked up with astonishment in her face, Wih@re was no doubt about it,

it was her father's voice, it was the shepherd's call. Flinging wide the front door she rushed into the stree
and her father took her in his arms and carried her to her Highland home.

What happened? She heard, she folloveed] she was safe. Do you hear? Will you follow? Will you be
saved and be sure?

Now let us bow our heads, and we're just taking one or two moments to set these things straight. You're he
tonight, you've grown up in a Christian home, let me ask you digoes you could just transport your life

into a nonChristian home that you were born in, would there be much difference with the way it is tonight?
Would your life change in anyway? Apart from going to church, and going to Sunday School, and having ¢
bit of a knowledge of the word of God. Have you heard His voice? Are you following Him presently? And

are you assured of salvation?

Backslider, you're in a very precarious situation, becausmaaan tell you that you are savegbu don't

know it if youre living in sin! Older believer, cold in the faith, lost your joy and nobody knows about it: are
you sure that you're in the household of faith? May we all, tonight, work out our salvation with fear and
trembling. I'll be free to speak to anyone tonigfter the meeting.

Father, we thank Thee that this salvation is sure, that it doesn't depend upon our works. We thank Thee tha
is by faith alone, for the grace of God has been revealed to men through our Lord Jesus and Higitcross
yet, Lord, thatfaith is not alone: it's so great that it brings with it a transformed life, that we are new
creatures in Christ Jesus. Lord, we cannot have the faith without the new creation. We pray that those wh
Lord, are trying to hoodwink Thee, or dupe themseleegoing on a wing and a prayer hoping that it'll be
alright on the last day, and that they'll have done what's nedded show them their awful condition, and
impart saving faith to them this evening, in the blessed name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew Watkins Preach The WordApril 2001
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Matthew 22 even better preach from the right passage! Mattlahapter 22 and verse 42 and we read
these verses again. Now there's a wee note here for me, a wee envelope and it says that there has be
ring found up in the balcony and the ring is in here, so if any of you 'fellas' have any ydeasan come
and JHW LW ODWHU DQG JHW RQ >\RXU@ NQHHV EXW WKHUH ZH I
were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? They say u
him, The son of David. He saith unto them, Hdwert doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till | make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him
Lord, how is he his son? And no man was able to answer him a word, neither dared dromrthat day
forth ask him any more questions."

I would like you to open your Bibles at the reading that was given first in Matthew chapter 26rry

Let's bow our heads, just for a moment, in a word of prayer: Our Father in heaven we come before Thee tr
evening and we thank Thee for what has gone before: for the beautiful songs of praise, and avarship,
adoration. But our Father we thank Thee more for the Person that we have been singing tihent.éod

Jesus Christ. And our Father we pray this evening that as Thy word is preached that He would be seen, &
that as He is seen men and women, bayst @irls, teenagers may be drawn unto Him. Lord we need Thy
help this evening, we pray for Thy Spirit in power, that He would be here to do the work that only He can do
for we ask all these things in Jesus name, Amen.

| want to ask you the question thatposed in this passage before us this evening, and it's found in verse 42.
It's a question that the Lord Jesus asked of the people who He was speaking to in this passage. But we wo
be foolish to think that He only asked it of these people He was isgeimk Because we today have the
word of God, we have the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and it's not just applicable to the people who |
was originally written to, but we believeas is true it's also applicable to us tonight in 1998. This question
therefore that the Lord Jesus asked these disciples, He did not simply ask them the question, but He is ask
you this question tonight, and He is asking every person across the face of this green and blue earth this ¢
guestion. It's almost as if nohar question mattered, it's almost as if out of every question that the Lord
Jesus Christ wanted to pose to planet earth, that this was the question that was foremost, this was |
guestion that meant everything to Him. So in verse 42 He says these WWulds: think ye of Christ?".

What do you think about Jesus Christ? That's the question | want to ask you, whether you're young, midd
aged, or old no matter what age you ar¢hat question is so relevant to you, what do you think about Jesus
Christ? Notust what do you think about Him, but why do you think it?

Some people believe He was a prophet, some people believe He was a good man, Paul Daniels thinks
was a magician, some people see Him as a guru, the Muslims think of Him as a great teqore=ched

and prophet, some people think He was an impedter Jews thought He was an imposter, someone who
was wanting to take worship and glory [for] Himself and worship and glory away from God. But what do
you think? Not what have you been taught,wbat do you hear at school, not what you have read in books,
but what, after evaluating this whole person Jesus Christ, [after] thinking about Him, what He did, who He
said He was, after all of that: who do you think He was?

You know there's a lot ofgmple in the world today and they think a lot of things and they believe a lot of
things, but they couldn't tell you a reason why they believe it. Sad to say tonight that Christians are ofte
guilty of this, they believe things because they've been tahght, because their mother or father have
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believed them, but they don't really dedpvn know a reason why for the hope or the belief that is within
them. That's my question to you tonight, what do you personally think about Jesus Christ? I'm going to giv
you the answer tonight because there are only three possibilities about who that persgowsese, He

could only have been one of three possibilities. There is no sitting on the fence tonight, there's no way ¢
getting out of these three categories, éither had to be one of them or He was-existent. We know that

He wasn't norexistent because there's more proof that the Lord Jesus Christ lived than there is that Juliu
Caesar lived and we don't dispute his life, do we? We're suas sure as wean be about anybody in
history - that Jesus Christ was a man, that Jesus Christ lived and that Jesus Chrstrdledam sure
tonight, and we're all sure who are savéltat Jesus Christ rose from the dead.

But | don't expect you to right off belie that right away. What are those three categories that I'm talking
about tonight? Well they're these: first of all, Jesus was either a liar, He was a lunatic or He was Lord. Hav
you got those three? He was either a liar, in other words everything Ilgbt,taverything He was,
everything He did, it was all a pack of lies. He was either a liar, or He was a lunatic, He believed everythin
He was saying, He believed it about Himself but He was mad, He was away in the head. And the only othe
alternative ishis: that He was who He said He was.

Now you might think that this is a very contemporary issue or this is the real issue today about who Chris
was- if you go down to NPO* or Easons* you'll see shelves of books about who Christ was. Some say tha
He hal children and His grave can be found in France, some say that He was a prophet and a teacher but
had a family and He lived and died like any other man. There are so many stories about this mavhdesus

do we believe? Well don't think that this isRRQWHPSRUDU\ LVVXH GRQYfW WKLQN
today, because the early Church, the first Christians that ever-Iwghit just after the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus Christthey were faced with the same issue, in fact they came abrsssdgument so much that

they coined a phrase in Latin that went like this, it went "Out deios out homos mallos"(sp?). Now | don't
know whether any of you do Latin, | did Latin but | can't remember any-dbut that means this: "Jesus

was either God,roHe was a bad man". Have you got that? Quite simple: Jesus was either God or He was
bad man, and they reasoned in their minds like this, and they said this: ‘Jesus was eitlieH&ddin't lie

of course- and if He did lie well, that makes Him wiRalt makes Him a bad man'. But they looked at Jesus'
life, they looked at His words and His teaching and they thought to themselves, well Jesus obviously doesr

get on like a bad man, so that must mean that He is God.
*bookstores

You might say to me toght, 'Well David, hold on a minute, that's quite simplistic reasoning there, you don't
expect me to accept that?ZHOO \RX UH ULJKW |, GRQIW %XW , ZDQW \RX W
tonight, and to listenr don't just put a barrier up to &whl'm saying, consider what I'm saying, listen and see

if these things are so. I'm sure there are few people here tonight who would say that the Lord Jesus Chr
was not a good man, I'm sure there isome perhaps, maybe there is one, but most of ustviomlieve that

Jesus did good things, He said good things, He taught good things, He lived a gead fisfet many say

that He lived a perfect life as a man. And that is true, you read in the Gospels, but you read it in othe
historical records, thatheé Lord Jesus Christ went about doing good, He healed the sick, He preached
freedom to the captives. Some see Him as a revolutionary, some see Him as a person who helped the p
who healed the sick. But | want to make something very clear this eventhg,sathis: that the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself did not claim to be a good man. Now take that in this evening, Jesus never ever claimed to k
a good man, but in the Scriptures, in the New Testament we find another alaifind that this man, Jesus,
Jesis Himself claimed to be God. Have you got that? He didn't say He was a good man, He didn't say H
was just a prophet, He didn't say He was a guru, He never claimed to be a magician or demalsbChrist
claimed to be God.

You remember on one occasitirey came to Him and they called Him good, and He said to them: 'Listen,
there is none good but God'. And when they looked at the Lord Jesus Christ of course they could see that |
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was good, so what was He saying? He was saying 'l am God, there's nlomeathat is good, but | am the
Godman, | am God incarnate'. Sure even the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ, they came to Him on ol
occasion and they accused Him of blasphemy. What did they say? They said: 'We will stone you!" and the
bent over, as it ere, to pick up stones and throw them at Hiamd their reason for doing it was this, they
said: "For thou being a man makest thyself God".

, KRSH \RX UH QRW JRLQJ WR WHOO PH WRQLJKW WKDW WKH %L
God - because it clearly does. But | want you to think for just a moment here, because if Jesus claimed to |
God- now listen- if He claimed to be God and He was not God, He could never be described as a good mar
Do you believe that Jesus was a good mém? can't! If you don't [believe He was] God, you cannot believe
that He was a good man, because it only makes Him a liar if He was not who He said He was. It makes th
possibility eradicated He could not be a good man if He was a man who lived alietitbm His birth to

His death. You could never describe a liar as a good man.

Of course it's fashionable today to say that Jesus was only a good man. You go to our universities, many
them, you read academic books, sometimes theological booksasadliboks tell us that Jesus was a good
man. Do you know why they say that? Well, they don't want to offend Christians. Yet they don't say that
Jesus was God, because if they claim that Jesus was God well, that would offend everyone who wasn?
Christian.So what they do is they say neither and they think that that offerdsenddut do you know what

the truth is tonight? And we are only interested in truthe truth is that by doing that and by claiming
nothing about Christ, they offend not ChristiaasnhonChristians but they offend pure common sense and
logic! Now | have more faith in you tonight than the academics do, and | want you this evening young
person, older person to think about these issues in your own mind. Jesus could not be destrguen as
man if He said He was something that He was not.

You might say, 'Well | don't think He is a liar now, David. You can't push me that far to say that He was a
oLbU +H PD\EH ZDVQ W D EDG PDQ SHUKDSV«SHUKdb&VHidell) FW X
perhaps He reallydeepdown in His heart, in His minedHe really believed that He was God?' Well you're
right in a way, well that wouldn't make Him morally bad. It wouldn't make Him morally bad, because it
would mean He didn't really knowhat He was doing, He didn't know that He was lying. But listen, if it
GRHVQYW PDNH +LP PRUDOO\ EDG GR \RX NQRZ ZKDW LW GRHV'
would have deceived Himself, He would have conned Himself into thinking that He edaserGearth, that

He was something that He was not. Not only would He have conned Himself, but He would have conne
thousands of people to follow a madmdan follow a lunatic.

Was He a liar? Well you can't trust a liar, sure you can't? I'm sure yotooaure up in your mind a few

liars that you know, you couldn't trust them could you? Well let me ask you: could you trust a lunatic
anymore than a liar? You couldn't, you can't trust a liar, you can't trust a lunatic. Now listen: you can only
have one othese three, there's no outside of it, and you can't sit in between, you can't sit here tonight, it's to
big an issue to just sit here tonight and say, 'Well I'm not sure David. Well | don't know, | haven't made my
mind up and I've a bit of my life toveé and when | get older and I'm wiser and I've looked into these things a
little bit more - well then I'll decide about this issue’, you can't do that! Because there are serious life anc
death issues at stake, because if Jesus said He was who He wassybstem to His claim. And if He was

a liar you can throw it all out, if He was a lunatic you can forget about it because He was mad.

Well | want to say to you this evening, on the authority of the Word of -Garttl upon plain logic and
common sensethat Jesus Christ was not a liar, and Jesus Christ was not a lunatic. 'David how can you be s
sure? How can you be so sure that He wasn't yidgHUH \RX WKHUH" +RZ FDQ \RX EH V
a lunatic and that He was who He said He was?"
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Most people, as they read the Scriptures, as they look into the history books and the accounts of the life «
Christ, will admit that Jesus Christ had two characteristics. And | want to build everything that I'm saying
tonight upon one thing and it's this: thieacacter of Jesus Christ. There are two things that we see in His
character and most people will admit itfirst of all: He was wise. He was wise, He was a wise man, He was
wiser even than Solomon who was one of the wisest men that ever évedyoneadmits that He was wise.

But secondly, we also look and we see His life, we see everything He said and we see that this man wz
indeed, good. Well listen, if He was wise and He was g@oldinatic is not wise, and a liar is not good.

You know tonight,n the mental hospitals about our land and in mental hospitals all over our world today,
there is a condition and this is the truth and this condition is called 'Divinity Complex'. And believe it or
not- | know it seems astoundinghere are peopli| our land today, at this very moment, and they actually
believe that they're Godand | mean literally. They actually believe that where they are on the earth, in this
hospital ward, they believe that they are God. Now there are certain symptomsctmthigon, doctors tell

us that they show egotismt's all 'l, my, me', it's all selfishnesshey're selicentred people, everything has

to revolve and centre around them. The doctors tell us that they sheaveelthey show inflexibility, they
arepeople who are dull to look at and dull to be with, they are people who are absolutely predtbete

like the soaps on the TV, you can tell what's going to come next, everything they do, you know exactly
what's going to come they're inevitablethey are understandable, but they show within themselves a
complete lack of ability to understand others and to love others, and they have a lack of creativity.

Now let me ask you, and be honest about this tonight, does that describe Jesus ChristListeou?
egotism, seHove, inflexibility, dullness, predictability, an inability to understand and love others, a lack of
creativity? Young person answer me, does that describe Jesus Christ to you? No! Of course it doesn't! Sur
as you read the word @od, surely as you read the historical records about this man, surely you can see tha
Jesus Christ was the exact opposite of this. You read about Him and Christ fulfilled perfectly all of these
things: He was a man who was filled with love, He was a wiam was filled with compassion, He had an
immense creativity. What other man is there in the world who could touch blind eyes and make them see
What other man is there in the world who could touch lame legs and make them walk? Who could mak
food for thowsands out of five loaves and two small fish? What other man in this world could be so creative
[as] to walk upon water? What other man could do these things? What other teacher, what other wise ma
and guru in the world has exceeded the wisdom and thsl&dge of the teaching of Jesus Christ, there is

no one!

But further than that, this man had not an inability to understand or appreciate other people. But more, f
more than this, this man was able to look right through people! He was able to loaihttiieumasks that

we put up, the personality shields that we have, so that we can cover our pain, so that we can cover C
darkest secrets and our anguish. And Jesus could come in contact with a man, and even without coming
contact with them, He knewaeir thoughts, He knew their problems, He knew their desiks knew their
thoughts! And listen tonight, wherever you sit, here and now, Jesus Christ can see right into your heart ¢
hearts. He can see every problem that you have, He can sympathiddercdn see your sin and it pains
Him - all your pretense, in the sight of Jesus Christ, all of it goes down the drain, He can see everything! Thi
ZDVQYW D PDQ ZKR zZzDV SUHGLFWDEOH EHFDXVH WKLV ZDV D P
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tell what He was going to come out with next. In fact the word of God says that everyone who came intc
contact with this man, it says, they wonderddey marvelled at Him. But this man, far from being selfish,

this man was full of love, do you know why He was full of love? Because, He laid His life down for His
followers. | don't mean in death now, | mean in His life. He said the foxes have holes, theflilid air

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head! He didn't have a home, He hardly had a
clothes, He didn't have moneyhe Creator of the universe, as He claimed He was, gave up everything for
the ones that He lovedHe wasn't slfish and He wasn't loveless.
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Someone has saidisten, 'Lunatics are not wonderful people, but Jesus was the most wonderful person in
history. And if that were lunacy, lunacy would be more desirable to sanity!" Have you got that? It would be
better tobe a lunatic tonight and follow Christ, if that were so, but listen this evening, Christ is not a liar and
Christ is not a lunatic. If He was a liar do you know what that makes Him this evening? It makes Him one o
the most cunning, deceptive, cruel, widkevil, devilish men that ever walked upon the face of the earth.
Because He would have conned all of the men and women through the centuries who gave up their lives f
Him, who followed Him- He conned them and led them into a lost eternity, or sinopliyse their lives and

not enjoy themselvesit would have been all for nothing! Christianity, one of the greatest faiths in the world,
would have been the biggest deception of all time. But the truth tonight is this: that the enemies of Chris
when theycame to take Him and believe me they wanted to take Him, and they wanted to put Him to death
- when they came to that place of getting hold of Him and taking Him to kill Him, do you know what the
Bible says? It says that they couldn't find a fault in Hiamd they were the ones, if they wanted to, if there
was any fault in Him they would have found it, believe you me, and they would have crucified Him for it!
But even they, even Pilate said, 'l find no fault in this man'.

But not only that if He was kar - listen, He would have died for His lie. Do you know a liar tonight? Do
you know any? | know a few, and | can tell you one thing, they're cowards, and they wouldn't die for their
lie. But Christ went all the way, if it was a lie, He went all the weaglie for His lie and to suffer for His lie

it brought Him nothing! He wasn't a liar, because He had the wrong psychological makeup, His teaching
GRQTW SRLQW WRZDUGYV OLHV LW ZDV DOO DERXW WUXW Kror.ZKDW
There's no understandable motive for this man to have been lying all of His life, why? Because it didn't brin
Him riches, it didn't bring Him success in the eyes of the world, what did it bring Him? It brought Him
nothing but death!

He couldn't hag been a lunatic, because a lunatic lacks the very things that Jesus Christ had. | don't knoy
whether you've ever come in contact with a lunatic, you might think you are tonight. But when you come ir
contact with someone who is mentally retarded, oftamd it's our fault often we feel uncomfortable, and

the reason why we feel uncomfortable, psychologists tell us, it's because that we feel superior to them. W
feel superior to them. Now if Christ was a lunatiele could not have been a lunatic, becagserybody

who came into contact with Him felt the exact opposite. They knew that He was far superior than they were
why? Because He knew their inner feelings and thoughts, He knew everything about them.

What do you think about Jesus? That was my quesdtiask you it again now and answer it honestly: what
do you think about Jesus Christ? Well listen, I'll tell you tonight what is the truth from the Word of God, and
from plain common sense, and it's this: that He was not a liar, He was not a lunaticHesis Lord and He

is God! That is the truth this evening, there is nothing else, there's no in between you can only have one
these and tonight the truth is this, He is who He said He was!

Do you know what that means for you this evening? Do yowkwbat it means? It means when Jesus
Christ was on the earth and He said, 'l am the way, the truth and the life, no man comes to the Father but
Me' - that's not very popular todayut what He meant was this, the only way you'll get to heaven is throug
Christ and Christ alone. And it means that when He said that, that was the truth. It means that there is no w
to heaven, not through your church, not through a lodge, not through an organisation, not through a systel
not through a philosophy, not thugh good living- there is no other way, but through Christ! It means that
He was right, it means that when He said that everyone in the world was a sinner and had a problem with
themselves called sin, it means thathether you like it or not, tonightyou do have that problem within,

you have a problem of sin, it means that that is true! It means that when Jesus said that if we did not trust
Him, if we do not trust in His sacrifice and His death, and follow His way, we would end up in a plage calle
hell - a place of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, a place where there is no hope! It means th
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when He said that, it was true. It means that there is a place tonight that we cannot see with the naked e
that we cannot hear with our ears,amthere are millions of people screaming and crying in punishment for
sin! It means that it's all truebut listen, it means that when He said He went to the cross, and when He said
He would shed His blood for our sins, and when the word of God sayddathaok our sins in His own body

on the tree, that we wouldn't have to be punished for it, and that we could go to a place called teaven
you know what it means? It means that He was right! And when He said that if you trust Him tonight, you
give you whole life to Him, you put it all into His hands, and you come to Him by faith and trust in His
death- it means that if you do that, you will be guaranteed of life here and now, and life in eternity. It means
that when Jesus said that the world dodstoiv what living is all about and remember that young people,
they think they know it, but they know nothirgvhen they say that, the truth is what Jesus said, when He
said 'l will give you life to the full, and give you life in more abundance'.

Thats what it means to you this eveninghis fact about who Christ is, listen friend, it changes your life
tonight whether you like it or not, it changes it one way or the other. Philippians 2 that was our seconc
reading this evening, says that there isyaaaning, there is a day comingiow that doesn't mean we think
there's a day coming, it doesn't mean there's a story that says there's a day coming, it means there is a
coming! - when every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesust @htiord. Now you
mightn't do that in this life, but this word in the Word of God says that one day, when Christ returns, you will
bow the knee whether you want to or not. In fact the meaning of that verse is this: that everyone willingly
bows the kneeDo you know what the tragedy is tonight? Possitdnd | hope to God that | am wrongut
possibly there are some in our building tonight and you will bow the knee on thabdalisten, you will

have bowed it too late! And suddenly on that dayatvesome and awful realisation: that what Christ said
about Himself was true, that He was God, that He was Lord, that He was who He said-H#l\aisome

home and the penny will drop, and it'll all be too late! You'll not be able to get out ofdthéw tragic that

will be, when people at last bow the knee, to be sent to a lost eternity.

C.S. Lewis, that great writer, said these wor@sd listen: 'In a civilisation like ours', he said, 'l feel that
everyone has to come to terms with the clai<Clorist upon his life or else' listen - 'he is guilty of
inattention or pervading the question’. Do you know what he means? If you don't come to terms with th
claims of Christ upon your life this evening, you're avoiding the question! You're buryimghgad in the

sand, and how often Christians are accused of that listen- if you don't come to terms with these things
tonight and walk out as if you don't care, you're avoiding the question of life! Don't ignore-Glatisiay

ignore Him tonightput God His Father will not allow you to ignore Him forever.

Will you not yield to Him this evening? Will you not come and bow to the claims of Christ upon your life?
One day the Lord came and asked another question of one of His disciples, Petéd. tHéhisa, listen,

'Who do men say that | am?' Peter thought for a moment and he said: 'Well, some people say that you're ¢
of the prophets back from the dead, Elijah. Some people think you're John the Baptist, risen from the dea
Jesus looked at hinight in the eye and said to him, 'But Peter that's not what I'm asking you, I'm asking you,
who do you think that | am?' And PetePeter said these wordshe didn't say what other people were
saying, and don't tonight think or say what other peoplsayimg, think about this for yourself this evening,

he said, 'Thou art the Christ! The Son of the living God!" And you tonight young person, older person,
backslider, unsaved person, you must bow the knee this evening and say those same words: "Ehou art
Christ, the Son of the living God and take my life into Thy hands'. Will you do it tonight? Think about the
reality of God and Christ...

Transcribed by Judith Watkins, PreacreTWord- July 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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I 've two readings toead with you this evening. The first reading is 1 Samuel, the book of 1 Samuel and
chapter 1 and beginning to read at verse 9. 1 Samuel chapter 1 and verse 9:

"So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli theaptpsn a

seat by a post of the temple of the Lord. And she [Hannah] was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto tf
Lord, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine handmaid, and member me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine
handmaid a man child, then | will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no razor
come upon his head."

The second reading is Jeremiah chapter 1, Jeremiah cha@e® G YHUVH «-HUHPLDK FKDS'
"Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Before | formed thee in the belly | knew thee; and befor
thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee, and | ordained thee a prophet unto the na&tosaidTh

I, Ah, Lord God! behold, | cannot speak: for | am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, | am a child:
for thou shalt go to all that | shall send thee, and whatsoever | command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afr:
of their faces: for | am wit thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his hand, and
touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, | have put my words in thy mouth. See, | have thi
day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, aunlll dowen, and to destroy, and to
throw down, to build, and to plant.”

Tonight | decided, | believe by the prompting of the Holy Spirit, to share with you a word of testimony. Not
just about how | was saved, but about what the Lord has done in my lifgehand can give Him the glory

for. | want to stress, right from the outset, that I'll be talking about my$&el€ause it's my testimony and |
can't talk about anyone else'so forgive me if | talk about myself quite a wee bit. But | want to give dtory
God tonight, | want to give glory to the Lord Jesus Christr what He has done in my life and what He is
doing in others lives and especially, this evening, if you're here and you don't know Him, what He can do in
your life.

| once heard a storybaut three men who were giving their testimony at a mission. The first man who stood
up and gave his testimony was a paramilitary. He had been convdréetiad murdered men of another
religion - and he was standing on this platform, if you like in agrelis situation, telling that he had seen the
light. Many thought his testimony was tremendous, and it-waswv the grace of God could reach so low
into the depths of the dirt of this man's life, from such sinfulness and pluck him as a brand fromitige-burn

as the psalmist says, from the miry clay, from the dirt, from the gutter and clean him up and make him
child of God. You can imagine the reaction in the congregation to that testimony. And the second man thz
stood up, he was a drunkard. He haestel his life, his youth, his middle age in drink. That's all he lived
for, that's all his money went for, he even sold furniture to get his drink, to feed his vice. You can imagine
how the saints rejoiced and sinners were amazed at that man, his canvesgide turned from drink, how

he turned from himself and how he turned to Christ. The third man that rose to his feet, began by introducin
himself and saying that his testimony was greater than the first two that had gone- Ibefcaiase he said
thathe had been saved as a child, a young-lamg God had saved him from all those things.

Now | want to tell you tonight, that if you're a Christian and you were saved in your youth, or you're a young
person here this evening and you were saved as a aeNer get it into your head that you've missed
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something! For you have missed nothing and all that you have missed would have been for your bad anywe
Praise God that God saved you from it. | can say tonight, that God saved me from all of that. Gquiaise
this evening that | was brought up in a Christian home, that my father and my mother, even my grandparen
on both sides, even my gregandparents were beagain believers they loved the Lord. And what a
privilege that was, from an early age tookinwhat it was, to see men and women living for Christ, loving
Christ, serving Christ, wanting to please Christ. There were times | took it for granted, there were times
thought it was ordinary and | was amazed at times, when | was at school, to he#lneh@eople's parents
were not Christians. | don't know whether you've ever felt like that, but it just astounded me, for | thought it
was normal to have parents that were bagain believers. Praise God tonight, yourselves, if you were in a
family where 'kneehigh to a grasshopper' you heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

| went to a Biblebelieving church, | was sent to Sunday School, | was sent to children's medtiwgs

sent to children's meetings that weren't even the children's meetings dfutich that | went to. | was
saturated in the word of God from a very, very early age. My testimony, in a sense, is quite simple: on
Sunday afternoon, the 3rd of November 1984, | went up to my bedroom after Sunday School and | realise
that | knew | need#®to be saved, | knew | needed to ask the Lord Jesus Christ into my life and into my heart
- but as | looked back on my short life, 7 [or] 8 years of age | realised that | had never, ever done it. | knev
what to do, knew the words to say, knew what tontlay faith, knew that Christ had died for me, knew |
needed to turn from my sin, knew everything! But | also knew at that moment in time that | had never done
it. And that afternoon, about hdtbur in the afternoon, | knelt beside my bedsidend | can emember it

well - and | asked the Lord Jesus Christ into my heart and into my life. And | want to say tonight: that it is
great to be saved as a child. It is great to realise that, even at 7 or 8 years of age, that | could grasp wha
meant to be born agn, that | realised that | was a sinr@nd that might astound you tonighand | realised

that | needed Christ, and | realised that | was on my way to hell if | didn't ask Him to save me and ask Him t
come into my life. And | did it and praise Godle did it! And He saved my soul.

Now anybody that's here and was saved at an early age will realise that that's only when the whole thir
begins and it's very difficult at times after that. You had to go through the rest of primary school, you ther
had b go through secondary school and there were many things that came across yeuhgratiwere

many things that knocked me, if you like, momentarily off the path of God. And for some years after | was
saved | didn't live like a Christianl maybe didn'tead my Bible everyday, | maybe didn't pray everyday, |
maybe said a few words that | shouldn't have said, | maybe did a few things that | shouldn't havmutibne
knew deep within my heart that | was saved.

The transition happened between primarigost and secondary school. And | realised, as | left primary
school to [start] secondary school, that | was going to start on day one and | was going to have to nail
colours to the mast, as to whether | was the Lord's or whether | was not. A '‘Jessisb&dge that my
mother wore at school, | decidedeven though | wasn't living right before the Lord, even though | had
wandered a little bit- | decided that from day one | was going to make my mark and | pinned this little
‘Jesus Saves' badge on anehlked into school. And of course, from that day on, all the jokes were flying
they knew what | was, even at times if | didn't live it. But | knew deep within myself, that although | was in
an outward appearance as a Christian, | had the name of ®htish across me, | knew that deep down
there were problems, there were things that were not-righiisn't living to please God.

In Easter of 1990 my best friend (who, for his sins, was a Free Presbyterian) asked me to come with him
the Easter Corention. Now, if you know anything about Free Presbyterianism, they have an Easter
Convention where all the churches come together and they worship together at Easter. And on the Frid:
night, he invited me especially to that Friday night, and on thaay¥neyht the preacher was preaching, and

he was asking young people especially to rededicate their lives to the Lord Jesus Ghmsike a fresh
commitment, that they would follow Christ, that they would not turn back, that they would put the cross
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befae them and go on for Christ to serve Christ, to live for Christ, to lay their lives down upon His altar and
to live for Him. | can't remember what the preacher said, | can't remember much about that meeting, but all
can remember is this: that God spaane. Now you might find this hard to believe, but | knefar as far

back as | could remember that God wanted me to serve Him. | kagthate was] something inside me that

told me. But this was like the icing on the cake, and God was crying o, tanad God was calling me. And

| went forward at that meeting, and it was a mark in my-ldestepping stonewhere | was reaching out to
God, and | was saying to God: 'I'm going to live for You'.

Now | want to challenge you tonight, young peoplelon't know whether this is the last time | will speak to
you in this capacity or not, | don't knovbut | want to challenge you. What are you doing for Christ? Now |
don't mean that in a pompous way, as if | was doing everytHimgasn't doing everythimy that's why | was

in this situation. | was living for myself, | was taking the name of Christ, but | wasn't living for Him. | had
His very name written across my breast, but His name may not have been in the full capacity of my hear
Can | ask you tonigf: are you naming the name of Christ, but is your heart with Him? Does He have all of
your heart? Does He have all of your life? Does He have every compartment, so that é/emnstonight

could walk in, and walk right into your heart, and open ewea of your life, and know that He has full
jurisdiction in it?

From that night on it was difficult. Now | want to say this: | went to an all boys sehHmolspeaking to the
young people especiallyand that, boyo-boy, that was difficult. To take mgtand for Christ and to not
buckle. And | can tell you: | had friends (surprise, surprise, | had friends!) and many of them were
Christians, but | want to tell youand you might know this alreadybut some of them were as bad as the
rest. | don't mearhtt in a judgemental way, because that breaks my heart. And | know some of them today
who have, not destroyed their lives, but they have done things that they shouldn't havéhdgive come

back to the Lord, but oh how painful it had to be before Hedcoring them back!

One thing that sticks out in my mind was the ‘formal’. Now I'm not condemning you for going to your formal
- | don't know what your formal is like, but the formal in the school | went to: they were drunk before they
even reached theemue. And this was a big thing, to go, to get all dressed up, to get your girlfriend all
dolledtup, and to go to the formal and have a great nigutt | knew what it was going to be like. But my
Christian friends said to me: 'But David, we're going tgeha Christian table, and there'll be no drink,
there'll be no smutty jokes, and we'll sit around this tabblnd it will be a witness to the rest of them'. |
believed them | believed them for a while, and then | began to think, and | thought: ‘N@aatile of little
Christians, and everybody else around them at every other table is-dnthithat's going to be a witness?' |
want to tell you tonight, that | was about the only one in the school that never went to the formal. And | wan
to tell you hat that was hardmightn't seem hard to some growps, but that hurt because | stood on my

own. And | want to ask you this evening, young person especially: do you know what it is to stand alone fo
Christ? If your friends desert yoleven your Chrigan friends- it was hard, and | nearly gave4m@and thank

God tonight, | didn't because a verse came to me and I've remembered it ever since, and it's this: 'Them tl
honour Me, | will honour'.

| went to school in the centre of Belfast, and my miadme (I hope it's not this now) but my middle name
used to be ‘'worry'. And | would have worried about everythisgmetimes | still do, but | worried, and
worried, and worried, and once I'd finished worrying about something | moved on to somethingrgtae, f
about the last thing and then concentrated on worrying about this, and eventually | would gradually move o
and on. But during my teenage years | worried about many thisugg | want to say that my teenage years
were difficult, as most teenage ysare- but there was something that | worried about, that maybe some of
you are worrying about tonight. | worried whether | was saved of harried whether | was saved. And,

boy, | asked the Lord Jesus Christ into my heart every single night, it hagh been twice a nighjust to

make sure. But no matter how many times | asked, | couldn't find within myself that assurance. Do you knov
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what | did? | went to school in Belfast, and at that time there was the Evangelical Bookshop, there was th
Bethd Bookshop, there was the Faith Mission Bookshop, there was the Northern Publishing Beaddshop
Christian bookshopsand almost every day | was in one of them. Do you know what | was looking? | was
looking for a book that could tell me that | was savgidybe you're here tonight, maybe you go to your
church, maybe you come to this church, maybe you're in the young people's fellewsthim't know
anything about you, maybe you're grasping after something. Maybe you believe that God is, maybe yo
beliewe that Christ died but can | ask you: are you sure tonight that you're saved? Are you sure of your
salvation?

It all came to a head one day, when the same friend that invited me to the first meeting [where] | came bac
to the Lord, he invited me to amatr meeting but this time it was a bad one. And as the man spdk&as

a mission and | felt that that man was speaking to me. Do you know what he said? He was preaching on th
fact that the only way to get to heaven was through the death of thddsaurd Christand that's true. But do

you know what he did and this is a warning to us all: he asked everyone to close their eyes, and he wen
through a list of what people sometimes do to come to the Lord Jesus Christ. It was like a list that gou woul
tick off, and he said 'Right, anyone who asked the Lord Jesus Christ into their heart put their hand up'. C
course, when | heard that, ‘whoosh' | shot my hand up. He went through a whole [list] of other things: "Wh
prayed the sinners prayef?hore hads went up. 'Who signed a decision cardffbre hands went up. 'Who
came forward to an altar?’more hands went up. And as he went down all of this list, as he reached the
bottom- and let me tell you that the whole of this church had their handseaipaid: "You're not saved'.

If you had struck me with lightning from my head to my toes, it wouldn't have been worse. | said, I've got to
talk to this guy, if I'm not saved I've got to put it right. And | waited behind, and | waited for that man, and
there was a queue, and | came into that counselling room, and do you know something tmighére's a
warning to us alt he didn't listen, hardly, to one word | said. He asked me to give my testimony, as | gave it
tonight, and he said: 'David, you're atved'. You know, that broke méave you ever had anyone tell you
you're not saved? That broke me: but the laugh of the thing was, do you know what he had me doing tw
seconds later? He had me on my knees praying the sinner's prayer.

| walked out of tlat little room and | picked the phone up, and | rang my Dad, and | told him to come and get
me, | told him I'd got saved. You can imagine his reaction, he says: 'What are you talking about? You ar
saved!'. | said: 'Well, | thought | was saved, and nogalise I'm not saved, and now I've got saved'. You see
when | got home? | flung my arms round my father and | cried like a baby because | didn't know where
was. | want to tell you this tonightand this is a glorious messageny father took me up to ¢hPastor's
house. Do you know what he did? He opened the word of God to me, to a verse that has become so deal
me, Romans chapter 10 and verse 1i8ten: 'For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved'. And, boy, the light shongdmmy heart, and | knew, | knew because | had asked Christ that | was
saved.

From that moment on nothing could stop me: | had my sins, | had my temptations, | had the things the
tripped me up like everyone. But | want to say that God had done sometinyglife, God had called me to

work for Him - and young people, tonight, if God has called you let no man stand in your way. When |
finished school | had opportunities to go across the water, as many of you have already done, but | was
'homebird' and ecided to stay here (and maybe a girlfriend had something to do with that as well). But the
word of God was leading me, and | decided to go to the Queens University of Belfast and to go to the lIris
Baptist College and they told me (now they don't taltd, now) but they told me that in three years | could

do a six year course. That | could do three years as a Bible student, training for the ministry, and | could ©
three years of a degree at the same time and it would mean you weren't doing sixiyeafier the other

and | thought this was great, do it in half the time. So | opted for them and | was going to stay and | wa
JRLQJ WR VWXG\ ZLWK WKHP«XQWLO WKH ILUVW GD\ DQG WKH\ V

76



GOSFEL SERMONS Pastor David Legge

to be over 22 irorder to do our ministerial course'. | thought That's great’, and for two weeks | started a
Queens University course, and | was knowing deep down within my heart that God had called me to sen
Him - and it didn't matter what men said, although they wedly men- it didn't matter, that | was to go for

Him, that | was to follow Him. And | had a talk with the principal, and he said 'If you really feel that it's
God's will, you put the ball in our court and let God deal with it".

| want to say this: | wasearly going to say | was 16 and never kissbdt | was 18 and had never worked.

I'd never done a day's work (and the Pastor might say | still haven't done a day's work!), but | had never dot
a day's work in my life and everything that was coming towae this: 'You're too young, you have no
experience'. | want to tell you this evening: Christian if you're looking for guidance, Christian if you're
looking for help, if you're looking for comfort, whatever you're looking-fanbeliever if you're lookig for

peace look in the word of God. And | asked God for guidance, and there were many verses that came to me
but there's one in particular that | want to share with you tonight, and it's found in 1 Chronicles 29 and it wa
WKLV «\RX UHPHP BAa&nawal@wvad tdbMild @&e temple because he had blood on his hands? He
said in 1 Chronicles 29 and verse 1: "Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregatidn,was
reading in the Revised Standard Version, and it read like tliiSolomon my son, whom alone God hath
chosen, is yet young and inexperienced, and the work is great: but the palace is not for man, but for the Lo
God." And, boy, you could have blew me over with a feather, | fell to my knees and | praised the Lord. Lef
me sayJet me encourage you tonighyoung person: let nrone, let nothing stand in your way to serve God,

to know what God wants you to dalo it! Do it.

| wonder do you realise, like Jeremiah and we read the pas3agemiah chapter 1 at the very begignir

my message tonight, do you realise that God has a plan for you? You might be unsaved hereGouight
has a plan for you! God wants to start that plan now, He wants to start it tonight, He wants you to live fol
Him - and there is such an adventupeno for you, if you would only trust Him. Christian, maybe you think
God can't use you, maybe you think that God has nothing for you to do or there's no gifts in your life. Listen
God has given you at least one gift, and God wants you to use it, ankdeteou.

| began my studies, and | served the Lord, and I finished the three years studying at the Baptist College, an
got the gracious call of God to this placeand | thank God for it. But | want to tell you, quickly, about
something that happed to me this time last year. My baby sister, who's here tonmgtyou can all look

out for her- she got converted, she got converted. And when | came home, late as usual, | came into tt
house and my mother was still up, just pondering, thinking albat had happened that evening. We began

to talk, and to reminisce, and talk about what had happened, and various things that hagpenhecant to

tell you, she told me something that night that she had never told me before, and | could haverkifed he

| could not understand why, for 2dld years, she had never told me this. It was this, | don't want to go into
undue detail, but this is what happened: when she was having me, when she was giving birth to me, she w
in great danger and so wasdo much so, that the heart monitor went blank. And she told me that she cried
out to God, that God would let me live, and if God would let me live that He would take me, and He would

use me for His service.
*Youth Pastor at Portadown Baptist Church

Can yas imagine what that meant to me? Just before | was to enter my ministry here in this church? And ti
know like Hannah of old who was in bitterness of sosthe was looking for a child, my mother was almost
losing one- but she prayed almost the same prayaut the same God answered her prayer! And that same
God is your God, and I'm not saying this tonight to glorify me, or to glorify anybddygtually do believe

(and this is not false humility) but | believe that God had to reveal that to me in @idt me going. That

is how weak | believe | amand | believe that God has done umpteen things like that in everybody's life, but
some have the faith not to need to hear it.
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Are you praying for someone tonight? Don't give up. Some of you here thim@Veave been prayed [for]

for years- you've been prayed about for years! You've sat every Sunday night that I've been here for the pa
year and a haH yet you're still not saved! Can | tell you tonight: you don't know what you're missing! You
don't krow the joy of the Lord, you don't know the peace of God in your heart. Do you know what it's like to
have fellowship with the risen Lord Jesus Christ? It's out of this world, there's nothing like it, there's nothing
that can compare to it. And | want toysas | close tonight: every time | sign my signature (not that I do it
too often- only on cheques), when | sign it | put Galatians 6 and verse 14 after it. And that simply says this
"God forbid that | should glory,” that | should boast"except in thecross of our Lord Jesus Christ". See if
Christ had never died on the credswouldn't be here, believers wouldn't be here. | wouldn't be living a life

of joy in the Lord, | wouldn't have God guiding me. But Christ died for me, and Christ stood incaylgéa

took my punishment, He bore my sin, He shed His blodd you know why? Because He loved someone
like me. Can I tell you tonight: He loves you, and He wants you to come to Him. Young person, He wants
you to leave your sin, He wants you to givept throw it in, and follow Him with all your life and | can

tell you, you'll not regret it.

One of my favourite choruses is this: 'I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold. I'd rather be His than hay
riches untold. I'd rather have Jesus than houstmds. I'd rather be led by His nqilerced hands, than to

be a king of a vast domain and be held in sins dread sway. I'd rather have Jesus than anything this wo
affords today.' Do you know what would be the greatest gift, or the greatest presénbthdthave leaving

this place tonight? That glory could be brought to Christ, through you being saved. Will you come to Him
tonight? For Christ's sake, Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach The Word June 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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"The Great White Throne Judgement"
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the book of the Revelation and chapter 20. If you don't know, this book is a vision that John the

Apostle had, when he was exiled to the Isle ofrfeat for preaching the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. And when he was on that island and God revealed to him many things, he saw this, and this is wha
want to speak to you about tonight. Verse 11, he says: "And | saw a Great White Throne, and htrorthat sa
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And | se
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opel
which is the book of life: and the dead wgueged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up tl
dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their workseaihdadd hell
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book «
life was cast into the lake of fire."

We are turning in our Bibles tonight to the book of the Revelation, the last book within our Bibles,

Let us pray, as we come before the word of God: Our Father in heaven, we thank Thee ithgsferv@hy

word - and for the power that we find within it to soothe our hearts, but Lord, it also is a piercing instrument
that shows us to be what we are. And our Father we pray this evening that as we comeetalat feel
inadequate, we do feel weakut Father, we say with one of old 'Who is able for these things?', yet Lord, 'In
Thee O Lord, we put our trust'. And we ask for the filling of the Holy Spirit to be our portion tonight, and for
those who have never seen Christ in a saving way, thatibald see Him tonight, for His name's sake.
Amen.

Revelation chapter 20 and verses 11 to 15 is a passage of scripture where you find accounted for us T
Great White Throne'. You may have heard about this Throne, but tonight we're going think atdantyit.
years ago, on July 8th 1741, Jonathan Edwards preached a sdrmentitled that sermon, 'Sinners In The
Hands Of An Angry God™. His sermon was written, word for word, on a sheet of paper and he held it to his
face and read each word as it wastten. Yet thousands of people were touched, and people had the fear of
God in them so much that they held onto the pews, they held onto the pillars around them, for fear that tt
ground would open and swallow them up into hell. One man ran up the aisteiethdMr Edwards, have
mercy upon mel'.

*You can read this sermon in our Book Store at www.preagiaheg:com

That was then and this is now. And what was a popular message then, a gospel message, about a place c:
hell, is no longer a popular messagday. In fact, within the annals and within the corridors of the church of
Jesus Christ, and even in its theological halls and in some of its churches, to mention the word 'hell' brings
frown. The great preacher, the great gospel preacher, Dr. Hamrgide, on one occasion was taking a
mission overseas and when he got off the plane in the airport, at the place where he would take that missic
one of the deacons of the church met him, and he asked Dr. Ironside what he would be preaching on in t
time with them. Dr. Ironside said to him, 'Well what would you like me to preach on?', and the deacon saic
to him, 'Well what about preaching on the love of God?'. Dr. Ironside said, 'Well that's alright, but what text,
what passage of scripture would you Ikke to preach on?'. He said 'Well one that's well known, and one
that's probably the best known about the love of God, is John chapter 3 and verse 16, For God so loved f
world...". So Dr. Ironside agreed to it, and on the first night of the missionwtbey all sitting, the final

hymn before the message was sung, and Dr. Ironside rose to the pulpit, opened his Bible at John chapte
and began to read. Before that the deacon had said to him, 'Don't mention hell. Just preach on the love
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God, but Dr. lonside don't mention hell’. So Dr. Ironside got to his feet and he began to read John 3 and 1¢
'For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shoul
not...", and he turned to the deacon beside him and&#dt will | tell them now?".

It is well explained in a story that | heard recently of a man who is on a plane, and the plane gets into seve
difficulties. The engines begin to faibnd suddenly there is an announcement comes over the intercom, that
everyone has to [reach] below their seats and put their lifejacket on, and get into a brace [position], because
is about to crash. The airhostess comes down the aisle with a package with her, and she comes to a v
important man, and she gives him tphackage and tells him to put it on his back. It's a parachute. But she
tells this man, 'Well, if you put this on your back it'll make you more comfortable. If you put this on your
back, it'll give you a more easy ride, it'll be a nicer trip for you. b, fthis little backpack, although it
doesn't seem it, if you put it on your back, you'll find that it's good for your health. You might look better
when you put it on your back, you could feel better, you'll have a better quality of life'. And this ellan, w
he's convinced, and he puts it on his badkut when he puts it on his back, he realises that the people beside
him are looking at him. And the people down the aisle are looking that he's different from them, and the\
don't understand why he has tlos his back- and he starts to fidget because it gets itchy, it gets
uncomfortable, it gets sweaty. And eventually what he does is: he takes it off. The plane crashes, and th
man is lost. If you were that airhost or airhostess, what would you do? |whatvl would do: | would

come down the aisle, and | would say, 'Put this on, it could save your life'.

There is a word that we use in the Christian church and in the Evangelical church: it's the word 'saved'. An
my friend tonight, it is a Biblical wordit is a Christian word but listen, it loses all meaning, it loses all
point, all power, if you don't know what you've been saved from. | want to speak to you tonight on 'The
Great White Throne Judgement'. If you open your Bibles at Revelation 20 sedl\de the first thing | want

you to see this evening is: the place of judgement. The place of judgement, and this is a coud bttene

like the courts that we would know (I hope you don't know too much about them, but you know what is
there)- and thke most important thing that is there, is the judge. Only this courtroom, and this court scene, is
extremely different because at this judgement Throne, at this judgement bar, there is no bargaining. At this
judgement scene, there is no defence lawyergtare no jury, there is no plea, there is no method of appeal
and there is no leniency. All there is, is judgement.

What is the place of judgement? Well verse 11 says thigl | want to stress this to you this evening, that
we have been reading the ndaf God, and John says 'l saw'. Now that's not to be debated about, and I'm not
going to stand here tonight and try to prove to you that what John saw igdtvu@u know why? Because

only the Holy Spirit can show you that tonight. But I'm telling yoat John saw it, and it was reand oh

how John must have shuddered in his boots to see the awful scene of what was ahead of people, if they
not trust Christ. What did John see? Well, he saw the place of judgement. He says in verse 11, ifgtou look
it, that it is a Great White Throne. It's great! Why's it great? Well, it's great, not because of the Throne itsell
but it's great because of the Person that sits upon the Throne. It's great in its majesty, it's great in its dignif
it's great in itssplendour, and in its sovereignty, and in its power. It's a Great Thieng? Because there is

One who sits upon it who is the Judge of all judges, who is the King of kings, who is the Lord of lords, who
is the only Potentate, the peeninent One in thaniverse- Jesus Christ. He sits on the Throne.

It's a Great White Throne. Why is it white? Why is it not black? Why is it not gold? Why is it not speckled in
the beautiful gems, studded in the beautiful jewels of this world? Do you know why? Becawesepuhit
pristine white, like snow speaks of the purity of this Throne. Why is it pure? Simply this: because there will
not be one sin that will have a positive judgement from this Throne. This is an absolute authority, there's n
leniency- there's abdate judgement. You won't be able to answer back to this Judge, you won't be able to
plea your cause, you won't be able to sign a piece of paper and hope that a lawyer will be able to bring you
another court case, and will be able to let you get freerel'will be none of that! And this Persethis
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