I don't know what your circumstances are. If you've read and understood this, and
believe it's true that Jesus died for you, and through Him and Him alone, not your
own righteousness, but His righteousness and His blood you can ke saved - you
must believe that gospel, and you must be willing to forsake your sin. He will give
you the power to become a son of God. You will show your own heart to be a
fruitful one, good ground, if you can bring yourself both to believe Jesus Christ
and to repent of your sin.

Maybe you're a child or a young person, and you think that you've been saved,
maybe you're not sure now. Make sure! How many of us that have grown up in
Christian homes have not had to, at some time, make a rededication to know that
we were sure that we were saved? You do it, and be sure. Please don't remain with
a hard or a shallow or a crowded heart.
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The parable of the sower is found in Matthew 13, and it's one of the most
important Scriptures relating to Gospel preaching and Gospel listening, listening
to the message of the good news, especially in this modern age. The irony is that
you seldom hear it preached on, especially in a meeting on a Sunday night where
the gospel is meant to be expounded. I think the reason for that is perhaps
because there are so many different understandings of the passage, or even
understandings of what a Christian is. Even if you're not terribly religious or
haven't been around too long, you'll know that there's a dispute on regarding what
a Christian is. Some people will tell you: 'Well, it's just someone who goes to
church, to a Christian church, whatever denomination it may be, Protestant or
Catholic does not matter'. Others will tell you: "Well, no, you have to be baptised
and catechised, and on the roll, and be a communicant and all the rest of it'. Then
there are those who say: "Well, the Bible teaches that you need to be born-again
by the Spirit of God' - and we believe that that's what the Scriptures do teach.

The sad fact of the matter is that there's a dispute on not just in the world
regarding what a Christian is, but this modern age that we live in has witnessed
another phenomenon which is a subtle difference of opinion or emphasis among
so-called evangelicals regarding the question of what makes you a Christian. Even
evangelicals are debating and fighting among themselves - now what am | talking
about? Well, let me sum it all up in the words of a man called AW. Tozer, he
said this: 'A whole generation of Christians has come up believing that it is
possible to accept Christ without forsaking the world'.

I believe that this is one of the greatest curses of our age, especially in Northern
Ireland. Let me be more specific and give an example of what I'm talking to you
about. This is the type of person who thinks they are a Christian because they
agree with the message of the gospel. They believe it's true, and maybe one night
at a meeting they have put their hand in the air in response to an invitation, or
maybe they have prayed a prayer that's been written on the back of a gospel
leaflet, or that someone has led them to pray - and like a mantra or a magic spell,
they feel that because they have responded in whatever way it might be, coming
down an aisle or whatever, that God is obliged to save them. Maybe they have
been quoted verses like Acts 16:31: 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved', and they say: "There it is, I believe, | agree that Jesus came into the
world, He was the Son of God, He bled and died for my sins, He ose again, |
igree with that and | want this salvation, so God must give it to me!".

Pastor David Legge
in the emotion of it all, that they flourish and then when the heat comes they are
scorched and die. It's not destroyed by the competing desires and influences of the
world and the flesh and the devil. Here is a heart that truly believes and receives
deep rooted into the heart, and the proof of it is that they bear fruit to the glory of
God - a harvest character!

Do you have a harvest character? God's word says that the fruit of the Spirit is joy,
love, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, temperance, meekness.
Then it produces a harvest of good works, Paul says: 'We are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them'. My friend, this is a fruitful heart. This is a verse I'm about to
quote to you now which you will very seldom hear at a Sunday night meeting
anywhere, Hebrews 12:14: 'Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord'. Holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord! I saw a title of a book on one occasion, and it was this 'No Holiness, No
Heaven'. Holiness won't take you to heaven, holiness is the proof that you're going
to heaven! Do you have it, my friend? It's not your own righteousness, it's the
righteousness of Christ that's manifest in you through your life as Christ has
changed you. You see, if you're saved by the word of God, the word of God will
produce fruit in your heart - the fruit of a changed life! Jesus said: 'By their fruits
ye shall know them'. James said: 'Faith without works is dead'".

Oh, I know that all do not produce to the same degree, the same frequency, but
nevertheless all produce. I know that all of us at one time or another, at least most
of us, have backslidden - but I have to tell you, I fear that I cannot see in the Bible
the type of backsliding that we have invented in some places in Ulster! You sing
Just as | am', and then go away and live as a reprobate! Jesus said: 'No man,
having put his hand to the plough and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God'. You must have a fruitful heart.

Can | ask you in closing: which heart are you? Which are you? The hard heart, the
shallow heart, the crowded heart, or the fruitful heart? Jeremiah said: "The heart is
deceitful’, so be careful that you're sure which heart you have. You might say: 'Are
you trying to get people to doubt their salvation? - I'd rather cause some of you to
doubt your salvation and be sure of it, than make false Christians by leading you
down the garden path and whispering in your ear 'Peace, peace’, when there is no
peace. It's a good thing to doubt your salvation, if you have a salvation that ought
to be doubted! It's better to doubt and go to heaven, than never doubt and go to
hell.
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