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want to begin a new series with you, it's a short series, just looking at the shortest book of the Bible, c
the New Testamentl beg your pardon the little book of Jude. | feel that Jude has a great deal to say to
us in hese days.
Now we're turning in our Bibles, first of all, to the Acts of the Apostles and chaptear#Das | said to you
earlier, we want to begin a study in the book of Jude today, perhaps four studies, possibly five, and | want
entitle it: 'The Ats Of The Apostates'. The Acts of the Apostates, and we're going to look this morning at
our first study, which I've entitled: 'The Letter That Jude Didn't Intend To Wiite' letter that Jude didn't
intend to write.

But we're reading, first of alfrom Acts chapter 20 and verse 28ow as you read here, in this chapter,
cutting into the middle of it, Paul is on his travels and he has called for the Ephesian elders to come to hin
for he wants to warn them of something that was beginning to hapgkatanoment, and was going to
come into more fruition in the future. We're going to read from verse 28, and Paul tells them: "Take hee
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers". Now
he has callé the elders to himself and he tells them that the Holy Ghost has made them overseers over tt
flock - now there's a lot of confusion in these days about who are overseers. Are deacons? Are elders? Wi
is an overseer? Is it a committee member? It's glesséaked, here in this verse, that an overseer is an elder,
and an elder is not appointed by men, but appointed by God. Look at the verse: "Take heed therefore ur
yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseerd, tteefeburch of

God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perver:
things, to draw away digulies after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears".

Now keep your finger in that passage of scripture, and turn with me to the little book of ifsdihe
penultimae book of the New Testament, just before the book of the Revelation. One of the smallest books i
the Bible and, indeed, the New Testamenbt quite the smallest, but only 25 verseand we're going to

take the first four verses this morning as our nadidin. Beginning at verse 1: "Jude, the servant of Jesus
Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctHigttt word literally means, or is better translated
'beloved'- "by God the Father, and preserved”, or kept, "in Jesus Christ, and éaded) unto you, and
peace, and love, be multiplied. Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for th
faith which was once delived unto the saints. For there are certain memw look at the familiarity of this
verse, with what we read in Acts 20'there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old
ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace @aaiinto lasciviousness, and denying

the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ".

We'll not read the whole book, we'll be looking at more verses in the days that lie- dledet's just come
before the Lord and ask His help as we come to His vemdl Jet's all pray together that God will speak to us
in a real and living way. Our Father, we thank Thee for the word of God. We do not know what we would dc
without it, it is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our pathwagd when we forget it, weofget God.

3



JUDE: THE ACTSOF THE APOSTATES Pastor David Legge

Lord, this is Thy revelation of who Thou art, of Thy directives to Thy church and Thy peapteLord, it
behoves us to study it, and to dig deep, and to find out what the Lord God Almighty is saying to us. Help u
today, Lord, we want to bgeken to by the Holy Ghost. We are trusting, we are praying in the Holy Ghost,
and we ask in Jesus name, that He would come and illumine these- plagiesle would fill the preacher,

and the listener alikeand that we may know that today we have meh wit living God. For we pray these
things in Jesus name, Amen.

This little letter is, perhaps, one of the most unpopular letters in the New Testament. It's important that w
note as we look at it, first of all, that it is a lettgust as we would wré a letter to someone we love, or
know, an acquaintance far away, Jude was writing this little letter to the church of Jesus Christ. What is |
about? As you read the first four verses of the boakd if you take time when you go home today, or at
leastin the week that lies ahead, to read all 25 versgsu could sum it all up with one word: Jude is
shouting, '‘Beware! Beware!'. There is something that the apostle here wants these people to know! He wal
them to know that Satan, Lucifer, the Prince aflhess, the Angel of Light, is alive and well! Now, that is

a frightening thing. It is a frightening thing, when we think that this little book is so neglected within the
church of Jesus Christ today. Indeed, this little boplerhaps you could use asostg a word to say is

hated by many. What is it? It is a call to arms! As you read the book, and read the language, the language
strong, it is harsh, it is scalding, it is severand perhaps that's why it's not popular because, in the
politically carrect age in which we live, strong language is not palatable. People don't like it, people don't
like straight talking- we live in the age of 'spin' and 'spin doctors', moulding and being 'economic’ with the
truth. Something that is bla@ndwhite, somdting that is absolute, something that is strong and harsh and
scalding and severe is not popular! And in a 'mapdayby’ church of Jesus Christ today, a cry for militant
Christianity that we find within this book is not popular!

Now, of course, I'm not dang upon you all to go onto the streets and to throw stones and to-sthabt

not what militant Christianity is, that's not the call to arms that Jude is giving here. For our weapons of
warfare, as the word of God says, are not carnee wrestle nb against flesh and blood, but against
principalities and powers. And we, as those who wrestle in that reahah, may | say it, as the only ones in

the world today who can wrestle in that realndude is a cry, a call to arms. Get up! Get doing! Betani

Get fighting! Now why is Jude using such strong, severe and rousing language? Well, it's simple: the them
that Jude is taking within this book are issues of life and death. As you read the book, and as we study it
the next few weeks, you will sethat what Jude is lambasting in this book is, first of all: a dishonouring
attitude of Christ. Secondly: it is the deceiving of souls. | vouch to say, that there are no more things, in th
eyes of God, in this day that we live more heinous than thoséhtags. A dishonouring attitude, or regard,

or view of the Lord Jesus Chrisand men and women, churches and movements around our world that are
deceiving souls by the millions and leading them into an eternal hell!

We have the sentiment that Judexpressing in Ephesians 5, if you want to turn toifityou don't, listen as

| read it. Ephesians 5:14, where he says to the Ephesians: 'Wherefore...Awake thou that sleepest, and a
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light'. Waken up churcli'sMiaat Jude is saying! It's time to get
your arms, it's time to get back to basics, it's time to start fighting again as the people of God. It's a bit lik
what Paul was saying in the book of Galatians chapter 3 and verse 1, where he exclaimed:hHO foolis
Galatians, who hath bewitched youand the meaning there is, "You would nearly think someone had cast a
spell over you! | can't believe what I'm seeing, and what I'm hearing from your [ifieAt ye should not

obey the truth, before whose eyesukeChrist hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?'. 'You've
seen Christ crucified! You've been to Calvary, you've gazed on the altar and seen the blood, you've bet
born again by the Spirit of Godand as | am looking at you, as you spirittather, Paul | can't believe
what's happening to you!'. Like today, Satan is loose in the church.
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A few months ago there was a computer virus that went across almost the whole world, | think. I think, if
memory serves me right, it started in Cuba,@newhere around thereand it was called the 'l Love You'
virus. (Now, some of you young people have that anywaut this was on the computer!). And what
happened was, when you go into it (now, | know nothing about this) but I'm told when you gounto yo
computer, and you look at thengil that you have, there was a little sign that said 'l love you'. And
everybody that was single, or maybe wanting a new loygirl-friend, switched on to it and it was
enticing, and it was a message, it was a vang it went right throughout the whole computer, and anything
that you had on the computer was probably messed up because of it. And it went right across Europe, rig
across the world and created havoc! Now that is the sense of what Jude is speakirer@dudvoc
caused! And it might be appealing at the first glance, it might be something that is wooing and attracting, bt
it spells trouble!

The thoughts of many Christian leaders today are that there are certain things that are evident, and observ
that are very troubling. Within the church of Jesus Chmstd | would agree with thesdirst of all: there is

a lack of serious theology. Serious theology, and a lack of serious exegé¢tiahlmeans verse by verse,
word by word- study of the livig God's word. There is a lack of it! And what inevitably comes from a lack

of theology, and a lack of an understanding, systematic, book by book, verse by verse knowledge of the wo
of God is that, after a period of time, the church will be in problerhst'§ the first problem. The second
problem is the condition of the church. Now I'm not talking about what's happening within the church. In the
last century we have seen the rise of many-phtach organisationsand | do not despise them, because

I'm involved within some of thembut because of the failure of the church, the local church, that organism
that God created and that we've been studying about in the book of Ephdstgasise it has failed, in a
number of fronts, to reach the lost, to gothe mission field and so forth these little parahurch
organisations have sprung up, and many people have thrown all their money, all their energies, all their tirr
into those organisations. That is the second problem of the church of Jesus Chaiséebge can see
clearly, from Ephesians as we've been studying it, that the church of Jesus Christ is God's ordained means
take the Gospel to the world. Young person, put the best that you have into your church, put the best tin
that you have into youchurch, put your money into the churelthat doesn't mean you can't give your
money elsewherebut come to this place, because this is the way God has ordained that the Gospel shoul
be spread to this town and this country.

That's the first thing: lackf serious theology. Secondly: the condition of the local church. Thirdly: a lack of
general vigilance at the rise and the spread of apostasy. Now even to mention that word today sends the li
hairs up our neckisn't that right? Because we live innakerant age, we live in an age that does not use harsh
words- except for those in Christ of course. Apostasy is a word that has been misused, misrepresented bu
word, perhaps today more than ever, that is not used at all! Now turn with me to Aca$ 2@ tlead, | want

you to see this, because we must be men and women of the word of God, and we need to see the bluep
that the apostle used as he exhorted these elders and overseers in this church: 'Take heed therefore
yourselves, and to all théotk, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood', verse 31, 'Therefore wiiahis the third failure: not
seeing the apostasy. Watch, secondly: rememadack of knowlede, exegetically, of the word of God, not
knowing the things that have happened in the past. Three years | ceased not to warn every one night and ¢
with tears™ | think if | did that for three years | would get the baggage, I'd get thrown out the'ldwgy

playing record, has he not another message?'. Night and day! Day, after day, after day, night after night |
warned them with tears, with tears, with tears! He was trying to impress upon them the need for them to &
warned! The trouble there was ale if they were not vigilant about the false teaching, and doctrines, and
the false pressures of everything around them that's said to come from the church of Jesus Christ. Do we
that? Do we warn night and day?
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Now notice, there is a lot of censorsmess about, in other words legalisrand | hate legalism! Because

God hates legalism! And this awareness of apostasy is not a bitter awargoessee that Paul wasn't
standing up lambasting these other people, and these other places in a critiisliclespirit, but he was

doing it with tears, because he loved the church so much that he hated to see what was happening to it. T
is the way we must see it, with tears, with a soft hebhtit nevertheless, although it was with tears, it was
constantday and night, day and night. Now | want you to notice, look at this book- Judefour verses,

and especially verse 4, as you read it you will see that Jude is not talking about the evils of the world, this
not 1 John: 'Love not the world. If amyan sin he is not of God'. This is not 1 John, this is Judes not
talking about those evils, but he is speaking about those who are in the church and claiming to be of Chri:
It's not like Corinthians, it's not speaking of church discipline, ittstalking about reprimanding a person

and disciplining them to bring them back into the churels far as Jude is concerned, these people aren't
even in the church. They're there, but they shouldn't be there, they are false brethren, they are &egstates, t
are the tares among the wheat, the weeds among God's people, they are the infiltrators of thdistinicth

from true Christians, yet taking and claiming the name of Christ. They are seeking to destroy! Imposters
Synthetic, cosmetic Christians! ¢f#e dressed up in ‘Gospgdrb' that is only skin deep!

You see it, don't you? Superficial believers. Apostates! The great pretenders of the church of Jesus Chr
today. The ministers, the movements, the denominations that contain abomination! Heoptg, things
wearing the name of Christlhnd Christ hasn't anything in them. Believer, we are in a battle, and that is what
the book of Jude is abouta battle cry. That great old modern puritan, Dr. Martyn Lidgdes, was once
interviewed in Westmirier Theological Seminary, in America, about his life. And he quoted another great
old divine who said this is what he said, listen: 'My life's work, but now in blood and battles was my youth,
and full of blood and battles is my age, and | shall nevethaadife of blood- hear it again 'Now in blood

and battles was my youth, and full of blood and battles is my age, and | shall never end this life of blood'
His life was a battle for the Bible, his life was a crusade for the cross, for the Gospgehrist and His
words- and we, if we are true to the word of God and true to the Gospel deposit as it has been trusted to |
by the word of God and our forefathers, we will have a fight on our hands, and it will be a permanent
lifetime task. Our youth, wr middleage, our oleage, you will never be free from this life of blood! That's
why Paul warned them with tears, night and day.

This was the truth for Jude's time, this was a tract for his tinmeteed, Moffat says: 'It was a fiery cross to
rouse thechurches'. A bannercome on! And perhaps that's why some New Testament scholars today don't
even believe it should be in the New Testamethiey don't like it! It doesn't fit in with their mindset and
their philosophy. These apostates that Jude iksyeaf were probably the Gnostics. The Gnostics were a
group of people ‘'gnosis' is the Greek word for knowledgerho believed that you knew God by a special
knowledge, in other words there was this ‘elite' type of people, that when they got to ra sp@rae of
knowledge and intelligence, and able to grasp the great things of eternity and life, God would reveal Himse
to them. Gnostics the people of knowledge. They believed antinomianidime word '‘Deuteronomy' has

that little word in it 'nomi' (87?), it's the Latin word for law antinomianism, antiaw-ism. In other words

they said: 'We are people of the grace of God. We have the grace of God, we've been set free, therefore
don't need to obey any laws at all, we can do what we like and ge widike'.

Antinomianism, it's about with us today. That's what Jude means in verse 4, they turned the grace of Gc¢
into lasciviousness. They said, 'Because we are saved, and God has wiped the slate clean | can do as | ple
They denied the uniquersesf the Lord Jesus Christ, they denied that He was God, and some of them deniec
that He was humanHe was like a ghost. Verse 4 says they denied Him not only in their words, but in their
actions and in their theological viewpoints. They also, as we begaad this book, [we] find out that they

had an arrogant attitude to supernaturalighey just didn't believe it any more! | find that among Christians
today, and as J. B. Phillips put it in his title of his book: 'Your God Is Too Smsii't thatright? For so

many of us, we just can't grasmve live in a rational agewe can't grasp that God could do the things that
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He said He did in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, and we find it absolutely impossible ti
believe that God can do it aig!

Now let's look at this letter as a letter. If you were looking at a letter, you would look at who's writing to you
- most of us look at the bottom of the page before the top, to see who the letter's from. And if you wer:
looking at this as a letteioy would find, first of all this is my first point: the writer. And the writer is found

in verse 1, look at it: 'Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ atetl'calude: now what was Jude, and who was he? The
first thing that Jude was, was a sibling, a brothdude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James'.
Now that's right, but if you go to Mark chapter 6 and verse 3 you find that James wasthiee dir the Lord

Jesus Christ the haltbrother, the same mother. So if James was the brother of the Lord Jesus Christ, tha
makes Jude the brother of the Lord Jesus also. If you go to John 7 and verse 5 you find that none of |
brothers, 'His brethredid not believe in him* now think of that! Jesus coming from this family, and the
family, His siblings, brothers and sisters perhaps, did not believe He was who He said He was. James a
Jude will be included in that and therefore, you follow the stofyrther and you find that after the
resurrection these two were converted to the Lord Jesus Christ. You find them among the company, wt
were there and saw the Lord Jesus Christ. Then you find in Acts chapter 1 and verse 14, that they're in t
Upper Roomand they're part of the company, the apostles, kneeling on the ground and waiting, and waiting
and waiting until the Holy Ghost who was promised them by Jesus would come te ttheyrwere among

that number. They are called in 1 Corinthians 9 versehg, brethren of the Lord'.

Now let me ask you a question: if you were the -hatither of the Lord Jesus Christ, how would you begin
this letter? 'David, the brother of the Lord Jesus Christ'? Isn't that what we would do? He says: 'Jude, ti
servant of Jeus Christ, the brother of Jameglhy does he do that? Well, if you listen to his Halbther, the

Lord Jesus, in the Gospels, He was the one who said, 'These are my sisters and my brothers, my mother .
my father'- who was He talking about? He wagdkiag about His brothers and sisters in Christ. Isn't it
wonderful to think that the Lord had that idea that we have in the word of God, and spawned that idea, th:
that bond of the blood of Christ is greater than any blood bond that we can have irya famil

He is the sibling, but secondly he describes himself as a slave: 'the servant of Jesus Christ, the brother
James'. Someone has rightly said, 'Few things tell more of a man than the way he speaks about himse
Jude, | love this in the New Testamedude- see the simplicity of it? Just 'Jude’, not the 'Reverend Jude', not
'Pastor Jude’, not 'Jude B.D. N.T.H. PhD', not 'Professor Jjukt' 'Jude'! To quote one man today, 'The
church is being destroyed by degrees'. There's no pomp, there'ssnwiegr there's nothing special about

the way he tarts his name ujt's not a clergy or laity systenjust 'Jude'! And the surprising thing about it is
this: do you know what Jude is? It's the same name as 'Judas'! Huh! | wonder does the Lord havef a sens
humour? Who was the greatest apostate of all time? Judas. And who does the Lord pick to write a treatise
apostasy? A 'Judasisn't that lovely? He is ableand you read this little book and you will find in verse 1,
look at the verse, that hefees to himself as the brother of James. He's talking about himself 'the
brother of Jesus’, he doesn't believe in nanopping, he avoids all familiarity and irreverence towards the
Lord Jesus Christ! sadly absent today. He speaks of himself a&sdbrvant, and it literally means the
'‘bondservant: it's the same word in Exodus 21, the 'bond slave'. He didn't look at the Lord Jesus Christ,
primarily, as his hatbrother- he looked at Him as his Lord! And you remember when the Lord Jesus Christ
sad to His disciples, 'Ye call me Master and Lordid He refute it? 'Ye say well, for so | am'.

He goes further, and | go further today, being the-lmadther of Jesus Christ the Son of God didn't save him.
Think about that it didn't save him! He &d to have a personal experience of salvation in his life, as you do!
Young person, born in a Christian home, brought up in the church, taught the word efaGgerhaps
you've gone along all your life, just blown along by your experience and youryfaisibry - and if you

look back today, was there an experience with God? For you need it. For he needed it.
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But secondly, if you were looking at a letter, you see the writer and then, because this isn't a letter that w:
primarily sent to us, we have llmok to see who the reader is. It was sent to these first century Christians, and
if you look at it you find something about the reader in the second half of verse 1, they're descried as
I've said- not sanctified by God, but 'beloved of God the Egtland kept in Jesus Christ and called’, they
were called of Jesus Christ. They had a wonderful relationship to Christ! Now as you look through this
epistle, you will find that Jude is fond of thredse clubs these clusters together in three: callegdiokept.

Now that word 'called’ simply means 'an official summons'. We were thinking about it last week, where you
are walking along life's pathway dead in trespasses and in sins, and then God's Holy Spirit comes and mal
you unhappy in your sin. Andé¢h He gets you to such a low point in your sin, that He begins to take you to
places, and crosses your path with people who are able to reveal to you the remedytfar ord Jesus
Christ and Him crucified and He enables you, by faith, to cry upbe hame of the Lord and you're saved.
You're called- isn't that what the church is? 'Ecclesia’, the ‘cadigebnes’. He calls them the loved, the
beloved as it sayssanctified here and you're not called because you look well, or because you tdJlowel
because you think Christian things well, or because you're good living, or because your parents wel
Christians- we all know that, that we're called because we're loved. Loved of God! 'For God so loved the
world that He gave'we are precious in Kieyes. Now, | think this is lovely, we are loved of God the Father

- we live in an age of a world of insecurity, a world where children are born into homes without a mother or
without a father. And there are children that grow up with a complex, bedsysddn't have a Daddy and

all those at school do have a Daddyut what a great delight to be able to sit down with those people, with
the open word of God, and to show them that they have an eternal love of an Eternal Father!

You see, this book is engh for all. We're called, we're lovedand this is the seal on itwe're kept.
'Preserved’, look at the verse, 'in Jesus Chtifd' hasn't bought us with His own blood to leave us, or to lose
us. And | say, God help those who believe that you canvss s this moment, and damned the next! But
can you see the context of it, how relevant in the midst of apostaslhe's talking about falling awayhat

he first of all reassures these believers: 'We're talking about those around you that arawalinghose
within you that are falling away, but if you're of God, if you're called, lowsal're kept! Because He is able
to save to the uttermost!".

And then- there's the writer, the readeand then there's the request that he has for themi'sfound in

verse 2. He prays to God that they would know mercy, that they would know peace and that they woul
know love. Now I'm not going to spend much time on that, just to say that his prayer is that they would know
that more and more, in abundannoetheir lives. It is ours, by right in Jesus Christ, to know the mercy of
God, to know the peace of God in our mind and in our heart, and to have the love of God multiplied in us
toward us and us [enabled] to multiply it to those around us.

And then burthly, he talks about the reason why he wrote. Look at verse 3: 'Beloved, when | gave all
diligence to write unto you of the common salvation [but]', I'll put that little word "but’, ‘it was needful for me
to write unto you, and exhort you that ye shoedanestly contend for the faith'. I've called this study, The
Letter That Jude Didn't Intend to Write'. He calls them beloved, that's the voice of a shepherd, an oversee
one who cares and loves the flockut notice, that love for the flock [wasn'tlspineless love, it wasn't a
sentimental love that wouldn't say any harsh words or anything strong towards them that needed to be said
was not a love that sees a child with a serpent wielding its way around them, ready to crush them and s
nothing! This was a love that was willing to warn them.

Now | want you to see what this is like, I don't know where Jude was when he was writing this littke book

but imagine him, perhaps, in Joseph's carpenter's shop, or in his own home, upstairs, or wheyeeer, ma
outside, and he's sitting with his little parchment. And there he has his quill, and he probably has a copy
the second epistle of Peter, because it mirrors that little book, and perhaps some of Paul's letters that w
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around at this time and he'shinking about those who have just come to Christ. Babes in Christ, the called,
the loved, the keptand he thinks, 'What ought | to write unto them?'. And he's just about to write, put pen to
paper, about the great things that God has done in salvatidiod says, ‘No! That's not what | want you to
write'. Indeed the sense of what it says here, that he was compieéNeas needful for me to write unto you.

It literally means, 'l got necessity! | got necessity to write to you! | was compelled byoGeute about
something different!".

Now can | say this to preachers, and Sunday school teachers, and children's workers here today: we ne
men and women that can feel the touch of God. We need people that are conscious that God is speaking
them, areable to change their walk and their ways, are being led and guided by the Holy Ghost of God, whc
are able to say, 'l got necessity! | was going to do this, but God pointed me in this direction!". Now, wha
does he tell them? What does he write to themdklat the verse: 'l got necessity to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend’, vigorously defend, 'for the faith’. The sense of 'earnestl
contending' is of agonising, of battling, of raging, of fighting fat's a strong word, duwhat's it talking
about? 'Fighting for the faith’, what's that? You'll know that faith is believing, believing, having faith
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and you were saved. But 'the faith' is the thing believed, it is the truth ¢
what God ha revealed to us, that we have believed in. Jude calls it, in verse three, 'the faith once delivered 1
the saintst it literally means, 'once and for all delivered to the saints'. It's something that can't be added to
something that can't be taken awlagm, it is the Christian faith Old Testament and New Testament
revealed and it cannot be changed! If you change it, or you tamper [with] it, you're guilty of titiefhot

yours to change! It's not mine to change! It is God's infallible waydceand for all delivered, not to be
added to or taken away from.

You see, that's the problem with many cults and religions in our world today. A @t of the biggest

signs of a cult is that they have a 'prophet’, someone who they say adds to tlaioevef who God is. 'We

have a special knowledge', like the Gnostics in this book, 'We know God in a better way than all the rest c
you, because our prophet has revealed to [us]’. The charismatic movement is the same, the Roman Cathi
church- they hae to have the priest. The Muslims have Mohammadd they all have their prophet that
adds to the word of God. Now let me say this: theology, within the word of God, may eitobe® evolve,

for theology is our understanding of the word of Gadt the word of God, itself, never changes! It is sealed

in its contents, it is sealed in its Authorship, it is sealed in its historical setting, because in the fullness of tim
God sent forth His own Sorand whether an angel, a prophet, a priest or a patreaches another gospel
unto you, let him be anathema!

It's easy to be pleasant and tolerant, in small matters, in the day in which we live in thisuag® you

know what toleration of wrong leads to? Its establishment. If you tolerate wronifj,beaome established.

As Harry Ironside said: 'Had men stood faithfully for the truth of the Gospel, the Dark Ages would never
have been known'. My prayer for us today, as we cld'se more to say but as we close here today, this is

my prayer- grap this, and in the week that lies ahead get to grips with this little book! Do you know what
John Wesley said? 'God, make me a man of this book!. Do you contend for the faith? Do you know th
faith? Do you take your stand for the Lord and His word? Fofriagd today, if we don't know it we'll fall

for anything.

May God bless His word to our hearts. Let us bow in praged as we bow in prayer, let us consider the
word of God. Do we neglect the word of God in our private lives? Do we read it, do dyeitstubo we
contend for it, no matter the cost? Standing up for Jesus, as soldiers of the cross. Our Father, help us to kn
deep in our souls that Thou art the one who is able to keep us from falling. Thou art the one who is able
shelter us from thevalanche of apostasy that we see around us in our world. And Lord, we pray in Jesus
name, that we as Thy peopl@ot in a legalistic way, but in a knowledgeable wapay be aware of the
pitfalls and the strongholds of the evil one. And, as the Lordawaght us to pray, we pray: deliver us from
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the evil one, lead us not into temptation and help us in these awful days to stand for truth, to stand for rigl
and to stand for Christ like those of old who shed their blood, because what their Lord did foth#hem
would not refuse for Him. Hear us Lord, and bless this word to our hearts and take us home in safety, i

Jesus name. Amen.

Transcribed byAndrew WatkinsPreach Th Word- September 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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and we looked at the first three to four verses last Lord's day morning. You'll remember that we
looked at 'The lettehtit Jude did not intend to writeand we'll read from verse 1 to get the context
of our study this morning.

N ow turn with me in your Bibles to that little epistle that we've been looking at, the epistle of Jude,

Verse 1 of Jude: "Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by Gc
and you'll remember we saw thiditat word 'sanctified’ would be better translated 'beloved of Gtk
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplie
Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvatmasineedful for me [rather]

to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for', or vigorously defend, ‘the faith whicl
was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of ¢
ordained ¢ this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. | will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once kne\
this, how that the Lord, having saved the peopledduthe land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that
believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserve
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as SodomamnithGand

the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, ai
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers defil
the flesh, despise dunion, and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, Tl
Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of those things whéhknow not: but what they know naturally, as
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Ca
and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Cswarétspots

in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are withou
water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots:
raging waves of theeg, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness o
darkness for ever. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lo
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgmentalipamd to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeche
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their ow
lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because ¢
advantage".

Let's take a moment's prayer, as we seek God's face, and as we come to His word this morning: Our Fath
Lord Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit, whaspired these pages, we ask Thélge Triune God that Thou wilt

come right now to our hearts by Thy word and minister to us. We live in terrible days, our Father, Thy worc
tells us that we have been warned about &nd we ought not [to] be taken ureaws by these things. We

pray Thy help now, Lord, give us grace to understaandd more so, Lord, to put it into the practice of our
lives - that we may live as He lived, and as He intended us to live, by His sacrificial death at Calvary. Fill me
with theHoly Ghost, | pray, and meet us now in Jesus name, Amen.
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Last week we looked at verses 1 to 3 and this week we're going to look at verses 4nd ¥&'re going to
probably take two weeks looking at these verses, and I'm not going to take thenoidethéhat they're
found, perhaps, in the book of Jude as you see it written down there in the chronological order of the verse
We'll be skipping through the verses dmeone and skipping over some of them. Last week we looked at
the title: 'The Lettethat Jude didn't intend to writewe saw how from verse 3, if you look at it, he didn't
intend to write a letter about apostates. He said, 'l wanted to write to you about the common salvation’, ar
you'll remember | put that little word 'but’ in therdéut] it was needful for me rather to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith'. You can seethedealfbrother, as we saw, of

the Lord Jesus Christnow a leader in the church of Jesus Christ, and sitting pevigips body of new

lambs in the faith around him, and thinking of those who had just come to Christ across his whoke county, |
you like, across the land, and he thought to himself 'What could | include in a letter to write unto them, tc
encourage them?ugely it would be the great salvation that we all have, the common salvation that has
brought us into the faith, the death of the Lord Jesus that makes us sit where we are sitting?'. And that's wi
we feel like, isn't it? We were sitting around the tghle morning- and if you weren't there, why were you

not there? we were sitting there, thinking of the common salvation, how the Bible says Christ died for our
sins. And what we were doing was obeying Him, to remember Him in His death, thinking @inthen
salvation- and you know, those who are thrilled with that salvation could sit for hours, and hours, and in
every meeting thinking of the common salvation! That's why Jude wanted to write to believers aheut it
was so thrilled by Christ and Hi®gpel, that he wanted to talk about it and write about it all the time!

But, you know, God's Holy Spirit had something else in mind. Because #tédiough so important and
intrinsic, and although they would do it week by week, Lord's Day, as they wemkmber the Lord in His
death, and thinking of that common salvatiorthe Holy Ghost came to Jude and, you'll remember,
impressed him: '‘Jude, that's not what you're going to write about. It is needful...’, or as we translated it la
week, Jude 'got nessity' to write about apostasy. It's a scathing book, isn't it? You've read those words, anc
they're hard to digest for many of ustrong words, harsh words, words of condemnation, judgemental
words. And as we read this book, such condemnatory langamsgs the question about what Christians are

to do about judging. We're told today, over and over again, 'The Lord Jesus Christ said, Judge not that ye
not judged', and that is what He said. And as we read His words in the Gospels, and look at tseeeé wor
Jude, it seems to be contradicterthe Lord Jesus, apparently, is telling us 'You're not allowed to judge
anyone', but here Jude, His Ratbther, is condemning those who are diluting the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ in language that could nloé stronger! So is it right, or is it wrong for Christians to judge? What do
we do about this awkward verse, 'Judge not that ye be not judged'? And then we see the Lord, in anotr
place, also said, 'But judge righteous judgement’, He also said '‘Castunqtearls before swine'. Now that
presupposes, that in order to know the swine, you have to make a psychological judgement about who are 1
sheep, who are the goats, who are the swine and who are true believers in God. There is a process of me
and, erhaps, spiritual judgement ther know who is the genuine article.

Now | believe it is evident as you go through the whole New Testament, and indeed the Old Testamer
Scriptures, that when the Lord Jesus said 'Judge not that ye be not judged'néte dadegorically did not!

- say, 'Do not judge between truth and error'. Indeed, when He speaks in Matthew chapter 7, 'Judge not t
ye be not judged', He is speaking of those thingsd look at the contextthat we as human beings cannot
judge, things that only God can judgemotives not actions. Do you understand what I'm saying? You can
judge a man's actions when you see a man lying drunk in the gutter, you know that he has been
overwhelmed by the sin of drunkenness, but you as a human lagingtaiscern the motive that drove that
man to do that. You can say an action is wrong, but you cannot discern or judge in your mind, or eve
condemn, what has driven a person to do a certain thing. But the Lord does say to ‘judge righteot
judgement- you look at the book of Jude, you look at the first [chapter] of second Peter that mirrors the
book of Jude in many ways, and there is such scathing language used concerning these things. You look
the Old Testament, look at the book of Deuteronomy, andes! there says that you're not to exhort a false
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prophet, he doesn't say that you're to rebuke a false prophet, or admonish a false- vshaéd that you

are to stone a false prophet! Now we are not in the business of stoning false prophetbtbdey can
understand how strong God's prophet, and God at that moment, felt about such false prophecy. You go ir
the New Testament, and the forerunner of the Lord Jesus, the one who prepared the way of the Lord
standing, and he is speaking, 'Generatf vipers! Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?'.
What language!

But | think it must be 'Gentle Jesus, meek and mild' who utters the strongest condemnatory language that y
will find in the whole of the word of Godnow we don't wantake too much time to go into all of this, but

let's look for a moment at Matthew chapter 23. And it baffles me, you know, how men and women read th
word of God in these days and have such a mapaloyby, softness towards false doctrine if they are reading
about the Lord Jesus Christhere's so much He says here, that we can't even take time to read it all. But in
verse 13, we read this: '‘But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye shut up the kingdom
heaven against men: for ye neitlggy in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in'
‘You're not saved, but you won't even preach the real way to be saved. You're shutting up heaven! You'
leading men to hell* 'Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Fdeyeur widows' houses, and

for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes &
Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye n
him twofold morethe child of hell than yourselves'. Verse 27: 'Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye are whited sepulchres, appear beautiful on the outside, but witkire depths of who

you really are- you're full of dead men's bones, and unclegssh and He goes on, and on, and on as you
see, 'Woe unto you! Woe unto you! Woe unto you!'. And this, perhaps, is the greatest outpouring of ange
against falsehood that we find in the whole of the word of Gartl who is it from? The Lord Jesus Christ
Why does He speak in such scathing terms? Look at Jude.

We looked at the writer of the book last week, and we looked at the readers, we looked at the reason why
wrote - and the reason why he wrote were the rascals that you find in verse 4. 'Far¢hsggain men crept

in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of ot
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ'. | hear the cry today, al
always, 'Let's gelback to the New Testament churchélo you really want to? Do you want to get back to
Corinthians, where there was incest in the church of Jesus Christ? Do you want to get back to it? All th
problems that they had, because the early church was farpeoiect! And from Simon Magis right to
today, there is a canceland always will be, until we get to glorybe a cancer, just there, ready to awake
and destroy. Where does it come from? Well, the verse tells us, '...certain men crept in unawares..
infiltrators, someone has called them the active members of the Senate of Satan. Men and women who hi
under the cloak of Christianity, but deep down in their souls are godless! They are good on the outside
they're maybe evenin a worldly term- godly andgod-like on the outside, but within the inside they are as
black as tar dead! The frightening thing that hits me, is that outwardly many of these paomereligious

sense get everything right. They follow the practices, they walk the walk outwagpkaking, and talk the

talk - but they had sneaked into the church, and were servants of Satan himself. Like the alligator, you see i
and they're going down the river, on the TV, in the b@atd all of a sudden you see this part of the green at
the side of the river that's a bit darker, and then it starts to rcuad very slowly, it just creeps in
underneath. That's the sense that Jude is using here of these people, ‘crept in unawares’, they sneaked int
church of Jesus Chriseanother transition says, 'they wormed their way in'!

Outwardly they are members of the church, inwardly they are strangers to Jesus ICtav& called them,

and entitled this message this morning, "The Creepers". The creepers, who creep their way into the churc
It's the perfect description, here in Jude, of a spy. I'm led to believe that in the Cold War between Russia at
America, indeed Russia and the whole of the West, there were Soviet spies in the highest echelons of Briti:
and American government. Peoplght at the top who were spies! They had crept their way in. Now what
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does Jude say about these people? Look at verse 4, they are marked out by God, '...before of old ordaine
this condemnation..:' that could be translated: 'long ago, beforehand therewnarked out', or another
translation says, 'their doom has been predicted long ago’. We shouldn't be surprised by all this stuff tha
happening in the church todaywhy? Because not only Jude, but men before Julde Lord Jesus Christ
Himself warnel His own disciples, even in the Old Testament there are prophecies that indicate that thes
men are ordained for condemnation. That doesn't mean God didn't give these men a chance, or He had th
marked for this one purpose, but it means this: that Igogfzey were prophesied to do such thingad of
course, as always, God's word comes true. God had marked them out.

There are two features that show us these rascals. The first thing about them is: they lived lives of licenc
'[They turned], it saysifi] verse 4, 'the grace of our God into lasciviousnebgre was an absence, in their
personal walk and life, of moral restraints in their behavidbey abused the liberty that they had in Christ.
God had wiped the slate clean of their past, thasgmt, and their futureand they thought that the slate
wiped clean of their future was like a blank cheque, that they could fill in with sin for whatever they wanted.
'‘God's forgiven me! | can do what | like! | can live as | like! | can say what loikggo where like!* but, of
course, as Paul says 'Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?'. That's not what the grace of God is
about, the grace of God is not just forgiveness, the grace of God is a change of a person, where their hear
changed, their life is changed, their desires are changeérything about them is changed, so much so that
Paul says they become 'new creatures, a new creation in Christ Jesus'. And therefore the implication is tf
no man can have forgiveness if he liaetife of licence. These men had no shame, they were carnal, they
flaunted their sin in a spirit of arroganeand today we see people who take the name of Christ, churches
and church leaders, who are sinning openly, and encouraging sin in the world @asoémd what, perhaps,
began with them as a lack of reverence for the word of-Gbdy just didn't obey it is now becoming an
interpretation of Scripture that they take, that turns the word of God on its head and legitimises and legalise
their sin.Oh, there are men who can get anything out of the word of-Gethg the word of God to justify

their sinful lifestyle. And they were apostates that Jude is talking al@ootan who thinks he's saved, but is

not saved! The life of God is not in his salle grace of God has never reached his spirit or his conscience,
and therefore Jude concludes that there is no place for such a man or a woman in the church of Jesus Ch
Oh, there are many confused, there are many who are true believers but thgyftb¢lcmurches that teach
apostasy. And there is confusion about what they ought to'Sleould | stay there and try and build the
place up? Should I try and bring light into that placefid that is a very worthy, and noble motive. But, my
friend, thd is not what the word of God instructs of us, and indelestand to be correctedbut | believe,
studying church history, that there has been no church iyetdenomination now, | am talking about, or
movement- that has ever apostasized [and then eoback, never. Martin Luther wanted to change the
Roman Catholic Church from within, he didn't want to sptite word Reformation means-f@ming the

church as it was' he didn't want to leave, but he was driven out because of the truth of God Holth

Spirit gives us our instructions in 2 Timothy chapter 3 and verd&iS is the word of God from such turn

away! 'Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away'.

Living lives of licence- and then the second tigj that you see about their character is that they lived
denying their Lord. 'Turning the grace of our God', verse 4, 'into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lor
God, and our Lord Jesus Christtheir secalled Master and Messiah, they were denying Hiy their
actions! It could be said of many in the church of Jesus Christ today, as the Lord Jesus said, that the last st
of the man is worse than the first. There are many who started out well, and showed promise. One ma
Bishop Pike (sp?), was thedding light of his denomination in an evangelical serieethe first few years

he was preaching the doctrines of grace and salvation, but in his end years he began to talk about the Trini
the Godhead, aslisten- 'excess baggage'. His famous quets when he cried for 'more belief and fewer
beliefs'- it doesn't matter what you believe, it's the fact that you have this sort of 'Father Christmas, fairytale
belief! My friends, there are those who have ceased praying in the Unitadangu knowwhy? Because

they began to pray to God, and then they realised that there wasn't a God; and then they began to pray
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truth - because they believed, at least, in trudnd then they realised that truth wasn't a person, it was an
ideal; so they stoppedaying to truth, and they ceased praying at all, and now just have 'aspirations'! There
are those who name the name of Christ today, and don't know if there really is a God, there are those w
name the name of Christ, and don't really know if the Soncaf Was the Son of God, if there is life after
death, if miracles really happen, if infidels really can be saved! There is one quite famous theologian wh
said, 'A corpse cannot come to life and climb out of the grave'. My friend, as one man put ityéhggrea
through the Bible and taken out its records; they have gone through the Nativity and taken out the virgi
birth; they have gone through Christ's temptation and taken away His purity; they have gone through th
miracles and taken out the miraculotisey have gone through Calvary and taken out the blood, they have
gone through the tomb and taken away the bodily, literal resurrection; they have gone through heaven al
taken out its riches; and they have gone through hell and taken out its firehesnd nothing left.

One of the greatest downfalls that has brought this within the church is that Christians forget to remembe
You remember, when Peter was talking about these same things in his little epistle, he continually told tho:s
believers thee, 'Finally...- | beg your pardon, in Philippians 3 and verse 1, PauFinally, my brethren,
rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you', not something new, not some concocted new thing th:
God had revealed to thenit's better to say@nething true than something new! 'It's not grievous for me to
write this unto you, but for you it is safe'. My friends, never get weary of hearing sound doctrine, never sa
'Och, we've heard all that before’, or, 'We know all that', or, "We're sick ehati- because the moment

you stop hearing it, and the moment you ignore error, as we said last week, that error and falsehood w
become established! The Scripture teaches that there is no new thing under the sun, and these apost
weren't new, andheir behaviour and their character weren't new at tiley haven't changed, in essence,
from that day, in Jude's day, 'til today.

Now let's look, for a few moments, in more detail at their character. Verse 8 says this, 'Likewise also thes
filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities'. They rejected, first all, God's
authority- they rejected God's authority to set up their own authority. We see it in the home, where the wife
rejects the man's authority; we see ithe home, where the child rejects the parent's authority; we see it in
the state, where loyalists reject the government's authadidgsn't mean you have to agree with them, but
they reject the authority; we see it in the church, where members rejemteisight's authority and the

word of God teaches that that is a sign of apostasy. That is a sign of the age, and the spirit of the age, and 1
thing that the devil has dreamed up from all times, and we can see it in verse 8 that he calls thgm, literal
filthy dreamers'. They've been dreaming about themselves, to take away all God's ordained authorities and
set on the throne of their life: themselves! Isn't that it? It's the old lie of the devil right from the beginning
what did he say? '‘Adam arEve, come here...God didn't say thge shall be as gods!'.

Strange how we always get back to this problem of pride, isn't it? It's at the root of nearly evanyfaat

it's the greatest sin that God hates, if there is-ahés the mother of lasins because it was the one that
spawned sin in the beginning! 'l shall be as God!, Lucifer said, and God tumbled him down! God will
tumble down every man or woman that says, 'l shall be as God, | will rule my life, I will not let Him be Lord
of my life, 1 will not be told what to do by the word of God or by those that believe it!". As he will end in
hell, so will you my friend, if you reject the authority of God's word and His salvation.

They rejected God's authority, they were physically immoralyas see from verse 8. It says, 'filthy
dreamers defiling the flesh’, they lived lives of licence, they were ignorant pelmuk at verse 10: 'But
these speak evil of those things which they know ntitey looked as if they knew everything, and they
didn't know a thing! Ignorant, not knowing what they were talking about. 'What they know naturally, as brute
beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves', they don't use their minds, but they use their bodies, th
natural instincts push them and dribem. Rather than using their minds, their feelings rule, rather than their
facts. Oh, my friends, you can see itan't you? | don't need to name anyone, | don't need to name any
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churches, or organisations, or practieadthough there's so many thavduld name, and we would be here

all day. Those that let the feelings rule, rather than the facts. They let their mind run away with them and, ¢
one said, Their conscience is seared and they wallow in a sewer of their selves'. 'l want to be richer! Healt
wealth and prosperity! Me, me, me! | want to have perfect health! | want to do miracles! | want to see
miracles!- and they wallow in the well, and the hole, of their own self!

'‘Brute beasts' describes the people of today, doesn't it? The peopleworti) dead in trespasses and in
sins, driven by natural affections rather than the mind and the spax mad, as someone has said, today
there is a 'sexplosion’. Rules are made to be broken, the media and the entertainment are full of humour ab
the things of God, and things that they should be showing reverence towards. That's why Jude says that tt
have no respect for dignities, no respect for dominiathey despise dominion it is an intellectual
arrogance, 'l know better than that! You'ré going to tell me there's a God, and He made the world, and
there was Adam and Eve and they took a bit of fruit down, and sin came upon all men and death by sin?
don't want that! I've a degree, I'm a managing director in a company. I've no timeyialdaisuch as that!'

- is that you my friend? If you have no time for that, God has no time for you, I'm afraid. Because the worc
of God is the truth of God revealed through the Christ of Gaald we have among young people today in
our society, it hasaw been etched in stone, a disrespect for authority and domirsonmuch so that
everything that is serious must have fun poked at it! There must be a joke about it, they've got to put it on tt
television set and make fun of it. Blasphemy, cynicismraspect for God's appointed leaders, irreverence,
and a lack of respect for dignities. Don't think that Jude is talking about the King or Queen when he talk
about dignities- the word in verse 8, at the end of the verse, 'dignities’ is the word forpadities and
powers. It means those spiritual beings, angels and fallen angels, those authorities in the heavenly plac
Listen to what Jude is saying here: that the church of Jesus Christ with the apostates in it, and those in t
world who have the spirof the age within them, don't believe in them! You know the people that go
through heaven and say, 'Well, we can't believe all the measurements here’, or, 'We don't know whether the
really going to be there', or, 'We're not sure about that, whaathally means'; and then they go through

the miracles and they say, 'Well, Jonah couldn't be swallowed by a whale. And the Lord Jesus couldn't tul
the water into wine, and He couldn'with all those five loaves and two fishesnake all that big feeébr
everyone. That's not possible!'. Beware, my friend, of unbefietause it is the spirit of apostasy.

There is so much that we could say upon this: how the angels are learning their theology from us here tode
by our submission, by our headshipJesus Christ as our Head and none otherv they are looking down,

and seeing it, and learning the grace of God. And then in verse 9, look at it, he describes, he gives :
illustration of what happened, how we can learn to respect these dignities,itheieMhe archangel, when
contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Mesesi where is that? Well, you'll not find it

in your Bible, because that story's not found in the Bible. And Jude obviously was reading another book &
well - and its alright to read other books, as long as you don't take them as the word of God. What was h
reading about? It may have been the book "The Assumption Of Moses", but whether that book is true or nc
| do not know- | have not read i but | know this mah, that this part of it is true, because God's Holy Spirit
has put it into our word of God. And here it is: that when Moses-caed Deuteronomy tells us that no one
knew were he was buriedvhen he died, obviously the devil, for some reason, | doowkwhat it was it

could have been to make some kind of a worshipful shrine, or high place to worship another gatdtsm

what he likes to do with truth, make it into something idolatrous. And that could be what he washilding
whatever it wasit says here, verse 9, that even Michael the archangel, dared not to throw a railing accusatio
at the devil himself. Now that does not mean that he didn't know he was whengidged him, yes, he
judged him, he had discernment, but he knew it was nisipower to throw anything at the devil, but he
simply said, 'The Lord rebuke thee'. Oh, we have so much in our world today, and in the church of Jest
Christ, there are those who believe that if they could face Satamriadisticuffs, they would bedim. My
friends, beware of him, be sober, be vigilant for your adversary the devil is a roaring lion, walketh abou
seeking whom he may devour, whom resist steadfast in the &thyou could put that 'in Christ'!
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You also see from their charactéat they adopted sinful hypocrisyand we need to look at this in a week
that is later, because we don't have time really. But let me look very quickly at these descriptions that ai
given in verse 12, 13 and 1@Qude calls them, first of all, filthy sgs’. You know, ladies, how you're maybe
going out in the morning to church, maybe the roast is sitting out and you accidentally hit it as you're goin
out the door, and there's a filthy spand what does it do? It destroys the whole garment, wrecBad#

says that's what they're like in the church, they're wrecking'é like Judas at the Passover, there was one
among them who would betray Him, a filthy spot. Some scholars say that that is better translated, not ‘filth
spots', but 'hidden rocksand you know what hidden rocks do, you know what a hidderoiedid to the
Titanic, don't you? Then it says they're 'selfish shephesgtfish shepherds exploiting God's people to look
after number one you could put it like this 'good living fa living'! You can see it in the United States, in
many places men who are in it for the money! You can see it hale unconverted clergy, those standing

in the pulpits talking of Christ and His word and the Gospel, and they don't know Him, theyarenmet

Him, they've never been converted to Him! Even Ezekiel, the prophet, way back then said, 'Son of Mar
prophesy against those shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto
shepherds, woe be to the shepherds m@felsthat do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flocks?'.

Thirdly, Jude calls them 'empty cloudsvhat's an empty cloud? Well, you can see them up there, they look
as if they're going to rain, but they're not raining. These men hayedhese of giving you something, but
they've nothing to give. They're all wordall picture, but no sound! They don't have the life of God in them
to impart it to your soul, or anyone elsas Proverbs says: 'Whoso boasteth himself of a false giteishe
clouds and the wind without rainthey claim, but they can't produce! 'Dead trees’, he shgssays 'twice
dead', what does that mean? Well, he talks about them being fruitless, they have-rufriésus says 'By
their fruit ye shall knowhem'. But how are they twice dead? They're dead at the roots as well! It's not
simply that they can't produce fruit, but they don't even have life in their roots. 'Raging waves', the noise c
raging waves, proud arrogant speedcind then, finally, he sayhey're like ‘falling stars'. You've seen a
falling star, haven't you? It's not a planet that goes round in its orbit, that's not what a falling st&nat

even a comet. It's something that you see just for a moment, and then it vanishes.manguréyou know

a pulpit beacon that has become a falling star.

| will finish, but just to give you two illustrations of this fact. | read, and it was very impressive upon my life,
the little book by R.A. Torrey "Why God Used D.L. Moodyand it actuly was a sermon* of his put into

print. And under the chapter 'Humility' (which was one of the reasons why God used him) he says this, and
have it printed at the front of my Bible, listen: 'The entire shore of the history of Christian workers is strewn
with the wrecks of gallant vessels that were full of promise a few years ago, but these men became puffed
and were driven on the rocks by the wild winds of their own ragingesedem'. Oh, we can see it around us.
*See Appendix A

Charles Berry (spAyas a liberal minister, and he was called to go to the home of a woman who was dying.
And she pleaded with him, 'Reverend, tell rlead me- to salvation!". He said, 'You've lived a good life.
You've done well, you've been a church membard that's Wwat people are going to hell hearing today.
She said, 'Sir, that won't do! Lead me to salvation’, and he was at his wits end, he didn't know what to d
because he had nothing. So he wrecked his brains to try and remember a song that his mother hisal taught
at her knee, and he found the words:

‘There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.'
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And she said, 'That's it!". The next Sunday he got up to his pulpiteareldied that storyand do you know

what he said? 'l had nothing to give that woman, and as | recited 'There is a fountain filled with blood, draw
from Immanuel's veins' she got in, and so did I!'. My friend, there's nothing else, this is the fathwe

ought to contend for. Let us go and do it in the power of the Lord.

Now let us pray together, let's bow our heads and we'll finish our meeting now. But I'm conscious that som
of you here may not know that true Gospel that we've been preaching thladoChrist died for the ungodly

and it is only faith in Him that can save a man from hell. It's time for you to get saved, my friend, while you
hear His voice- harden not your heart, but believe in Him now, and have everlasting life. Backslider, it's
time to give up the spirit of apostasy, and turn to Christ again for the restoration of the joy of your salvation.

Our Father, we thank Thee for this time. We thank Thee for the truth of God that was delivered to us by hol
men as they were moved and imsd of God. We pray in these days, as the Iron Hall, that we will not move
nor be shifted but stand steadfastly in the faitiot in men's tradition but in the faith, once and for all
delivered to the saints. Help us in these days to fight for it afehd it, for we remember the words of the
one who said to those believers, 'Ye have not resisted unto blood, yet'. Bless us now, we pray, in Jesus nal
Amen.

Transcribel by Andrew WatkinsPreach The WordSeptember 2000
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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apostle, and we've entitled our study today 'Remember, Remember'. We'reodmaigin by reading

N ow we're turning again to the little book of Jude, and this is our third study in this little letter of the
from verse 1 right down to verse 16.

"Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, the brother of James, to them that are sanatiéiexBw that means
beloved- "by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy untod/peaaa and love,

be multiplied. Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once an
for all delivered untdhe saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares"”, and we saw about them las
week, the creepers, "who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grac
of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord Gaitloan Lord Jesus Christ. | will therefore

put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of tt
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of th
great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over
fornication, and going after strangegh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. Ye
Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed abdaddizef Moses, dared not bring
against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of those things whic
they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. Wt
unto then! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, anc
perished in the gainsaying'or the rebellion "of Core. These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they
feast with you, feeding themselves withdedr: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees
whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming
out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness otsldokrever”, and we'll

finish our reading at verse 13.

Let's take a moment in prayer: Our Father, we ask that as we come to Thy word now in the name of our Lol
Jesus Christ, that Thou wilt help us to understand and to hear the word of God to ouSpeakswvith us,
we pray now, and be present by Thy Holy Spirit. In Jesus name we ask it, Amen.

You all know the rhyme: 'Remember, remember the 5th of November'. 'Remember, remember' is the top
that we see down before us from Jude the apostle. Manyg degeremembered over the years, and Jack
reminded us of some of them today, and we know all about dates here in Northern Ireland, it's eithe
remember 1690 or remember 1916, depending on your persuasion. And why is [there that] call tc
remembrance of a tig or a time, or something that happened? Usually it is because, not of the year, or the
number, or even the date, but of the occasion that took place and probably the principles that were set
motion, or set in concrete, for history and for the regtnoé. Jude is asking these Christians to remember.
We remember the Titanic, and ship builders from then on have remembered the Titanic, and they no
remember to have enough lifeboats for those that are onboard. Something in the past has made the
remembeito do something important. And here in the book of Jude we see that the believers were about t
commit the danger of forgetting to remember. Forgetting to remember!
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It could be said that public enemy number one in the church of Jesus Christ todanys é&pafetting to
remember. Take for example the Lord's Supper: the Lord has asked us: 'Rememizerdviel the first day

of the week we are called as believers to remember Him. Yet that room up there is nothing [like] the size c
the room down here age were already hearing today, yet half of you are not thgwa're apathetic, you're

not too fussed about the Lord's Supper. And on this occasion in the book of Jude, the apathy was concerni
the apostates, those who we read of in this epistle, vetbese who: '‘Certain men crept in unawares who
were before of old ordained'. These creepeabnost 'spiest of Satan, that had wormed their wayou
remember we saw that word means 'worming their way into the church of Jesus-@dsthe believer

were in danger of being apathetic towards the whole thing. 'Don't get too fussed about it! It's nothing to b
worried about, they're in the minority! We believe the truth, they don't believe it, so there's no fear of any
danger- and Jude was warningeim, you remember we saw that it's a trumpet call to arms to the church of
Jesus Christ.

Now it's easy in everyday life, in the spheres that we live in, and in the political correctness that we have t
listen to everyday, to opt for the statement: 'Let’day the quiet life, let's not rock the boat, let's keep the
status quo'. But we have to remember that, although we are the church of Jesus Christ and we believe
peace, we believe in love, we are also in a battle. And it is a spiritual battle, ndtesithand blood but
against principalities and powers, and therefore our weapons are not carnal but they are spiritual. Can y
imagine what General Montgomery, what a reaction he would have got from his battalions, if he had wen
out to the battle and head shouted: 'Let's not rock the boat, let's not worry about the enemy, let's opt for
surrender, for the quiet life, for the status quo, let's give them the ground that they have and not worry abo
it' - what would have happened? We probably, today, dvbale been enshrined in fascism.

My friends, it is the job of the church of Jesus Christ to teach Christians to know and to understand th
Gospel. And once it is known and understood, it is our job to exhort you continually, over and over again, t
remener what the Gospel is and not to budge an inch from it!

Jude knew his readers had a knowledge of the Old Testament. That's why some of the verses that we re
together this morning, he is quoting from the Old Testament stories and incidents that hteisvaetsple to
remember. He wants them to see these aren't simply Sunday School stories that you tell to the children, t
is something that is meaningful to you. The principles, the standards, what God was trying to tell His peopl
in the Old Testamenthere are lessons there for you and for me. We saw last week how in Philippians
chapter 3, Paul told those believers: 'Remember! It is not grievous for you to remember, it is safe for you t
remember- why? Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, bevadrthe concision. We saw how Paul, to

the elders in Ephesus in chapter 20 of Acts and verse 28 on, continually told them: "Take heed therefore ur
yourselves, to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers. For after my depaiting, she
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. And of your own selves shall men arise, speakin
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember?".

Do you remember? The prophet told us that there is notiemgunder the sunand that is why apostates
today are the same as apostates ever have been. They have the same characteristics, the same makeu
even the same beliefsand in essence, Satan is not very original in his battle plans. He dresses timem up
new ways, but they are old untruths.

The first thing | want you to see this morning are the comparisons that Jude makes of the apostates wi
those in the Old Testament, who were effectively Old Testament apostates. And the first thing that he shov
us, from verses 5 to 7, are three apostates populations. Three apostates populations, and then we see fur
on in those verses, verse 11 on, three apostate people. So first of all, and we saw that Jude is fond of thre
there are groups of threes rightdughout his little book. But first of all he shows us a group of people, three
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of them that were apostates. And then, to narrow it in to individuals and to your personal experience, h
brings before us three individuals who are apostates. Now let'sabdike first of the three apostate
populations, look at verse 5: 'l will therefore put you in remembrance,’ circle that, ‘though ye once knew this
how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believe
not'.

Israel is the first apostate population. What is Jude getting at? You'll remember that Israel, as Jude said, we
released and deliveredve read about it in the book of Exoduisom the slavery in Egypt and they sang the
praises of God with Mosdsr their deliverance. And if you want to liken that to our salvation as believers,
we have been freed from the slave market of sin, we're set free from the chains of our flesh, the world, ar
the devil- and the day we get saved we are rejoicing in teedom that we have! But you know that for
forty years the children of Israel wandered around in the wilderness. And I'm led to believe that the area,
don't know the exact calculations, but the area of the wilderness that they wandered around way extreme
small, and they could have got across it in a matter of days perhaps, but they wandered round and round
circles for one reason: unbelief! They would not believe God. They wouldn't believe God that there was
promised land for them, they wouldn't ieete His word that there was a place flowing with milk and honey,
that He was going to defeat the enemies in the conquests. All the Amalekites, and the Hittites, and tf
Jebusites were going to be cleared out of the land, and there would be made att@mgdople of God to

dwell in, and worship God, and follow Gedhey would not believe HinH and they rebelled against God's
word. We see that in our nearer day, in the New Testament period, where their Messiah came to them a
they did not recognize Hi - and if they did recognize Him, they didn't want to recognize Him. They didn't
want Him! 'He came unto His own, and His own received Him not'. With every privilege that we are given as
believers, there are responsibilities that are required of Godhapdad been given the privileges but they
failed to meet the responsibilities. And Jude was warning these Christians: 'You have been given mar
privileges of receiving the truth, but if you follow and listen to false teachers there will be consequoences f
you to pay!

What a warning that is to us in these days. We have not time to go through the myriad of false doctrine, ar
false teaching, that we find in ®alled Christendom today. But my friend, if you are unstable and double
minded in all your waysthe chances are that you are blown about in the wind with every false doctrine
because you are not rooted and grounded in the truth. And when you hear something you think: ‘Well
wonder is that right? | wonder is there an element of truth in that? Seeey so sincere, they seem to be so
loving and the truth seems to be in theimit because you are not grounded in the promises of God, and the
word of God, you're deceived.

The second apostate population are the angels in verse 6: 'And the angelsephiudt their first estate, but

left their own habitation, he'God- 'hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of
that great day'. Jude is talking about angels that despised their rank, they wilfully rebelled against God
divine claims upon their powers. They chose to opt out of God's divine plan for their life!

Why do we have people in the pulpit that can't preach? Why do we have missionaries on the mission fiel
that aren't really missionaries? Because many people wapt tout of the plan that God has for them: 'l
want to be a preacher. | want to be this, | want to be in the front line, | want to be in the lime light, | want to
do this, | want to do that'. And it's all 'l want, | want!', and they don't get before thefaéod on their
faces, and seek God for His way, for His divine plan!

Jude is speaking of what we read in Genesis 6 and verses 1 to 5, I'll read it to you quickly: ‘It came to pas
when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughterdovarento them, that the sons of

God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And tr
Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an
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hundredand twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons
God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men wh
were of old, men of renown. And God saw thatwhekedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continuadiyd in a few chapters time we read of the
flood, God wipes them all out. What happened? The angels kept not their first éstate/eten't happy

with their own environment, they had to come down to our environnafafien angels, cast out of heaven

but they came among men. And the book of Genesis chapter 6 says that they saw the daughters of men, .
reading between the linethey slept with them. And they bore up these monster children, that we read of
within the word of God: 'Giants were in the land’, they kept not to their own ground, they kept not to their
own kind, but they caused this abomination in the earth.

Now look & verse 7 of the book of Jude, we looked at this verse last week. It says that they: '[gave]
themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh', and they're, 'set forth for an exaplen

we read about Sodom and Gomorrah, at the stdttab verse. And what God is doing here by His Holy
Spirit, is saying: 'Do you see the way the angels came down from heaven, and they slept with the daughte
of men and created an abomination unto God? It's just like what Sodom and Gomorrah did ia' Myi$ac

like, look at verse 7, the fornication that they give themselves to, going after strange flesh. Now you migh
look at that and say, 'What was the strange flesh that the people in Sodom and Gomorrah went after?’, a
you might say, 'Well, it was #ir own kind. Man went with man, woman went with woman, homosexuality,
sodomy'- but that's not what | believe it means. 'They went after strange flesh’, and you remember how Lo
had those angels come to his door, and those men of that eviSatjom ad Gomorrah came to his door

and would have plundered the house down to get their hands on those angels' flesh, to know them! The)
got dissatisfied with their own kind, the man slept with the woman and got fed up with her, so he slept with :
man and hgot fed up with him, and he wanted angels now.

It's all in the word of God my friend, it speaks of the dissatisfaction of bmw you cannot satisfy that
yearning. That's why he says in verse 8: 'Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flps® des
dominion, and speak evil of dignities'. Verse 10b says: 'but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, i
those things they corrupt themselves'. And Jude is saying this: that the characteristic of an apostate is the
sensually speaking, and sexyapeaking they are perverse! It's an interesting link, that on the one hand
they are very religious, in the middle category they despise domimioather words, they rebel against all
authority on land, assembly, everywhesnd on the other handefire messing about sexually. | would say,

on the authority of the word of God, that if you are despising dominion in any way the chances are you'r
messing about, you're messing about with sin. And the characteriaticsee it in our land today, we see

in the ecclesiastical system, men in garb claiming to be the men of God and they are perverts! They hic
perversion, they move them to a different parish! Is the word of God not true? Is it not crystal clear what we
see here?

The first population igsrael not believing God, the second is, are the angels who kept not their first estate,
the third is Sodom and Gomorrah that we've been thinking about, they went afterl&@mnsad, Romans

1:28 says: 'And even as they did not like to retain God irr tremwledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient'!

| was listening, in the last fortnight, to 909 Medium Wave BBC Radio News and Sport, and there was ¢
psychologist on speaking of the tragic death of Sasgim& Do you know what he said about human nature?
Listen to this very carefully now, he is not a believer, but he says this: 'Man with no restraints upon him, an
left to himself, is base and vile'. In someone's house yesterday | lifted Saturday'scédittos Daily Mail',

and the front headline was this: 'Sex can be shown on TV at any time'. Fheaglibg was 'New rules clear

the way for explicit scenes when children are watching'. And the story is that the ITC, the Independen
Television Commissiohas practically scrubbed out the nine o'clock watershed for children. Now the sexual
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scenes will be able to be shown in the daytime and in the morning and, even though parents think there's t
much filth on the television at the moment, they continugotthis- why? They are brute beasts! Satisfying
their own lusts, and God's word proclaims this judgement upon them: that they are set forth as an examg
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire! My friend, you note: eternal fared we have been exposied

recent days to what is called 'annihilationism’, that when you die you're punished, and then when yoL
punishment's done you're puffed out, like a cigarette, and that's the end of your existence. Listen to the wo
of God! Why will men not listen to thword of God? Eternal fire!

The book of Revelation, that speaks more about this subject, says that the smoke of their torment ascend
up for ever and ever. And it warns us, as believers, against apostasy by saying at the end of that book
Revelation,'| testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shze
take away from the words of the book of this gregy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book'. Do you know what Jude's trying
to say to us? Listen very carefully believers: for Israel who just didn't belieyerahgses, for the angels

who didn't believe God's will and accept it for their life, and thirdly for Sodom and Gomorrah that followed a
way of sensuality, he's saying this: 'You can't sin and win'. Do you know that the believer is not to sin? Ol
we excuset don't we? 'If | do it God's going to forgive me. If | do it | have the blood to plead’, and | know
that's all true my friend, but there's something seriously wrong in your mentality if that's the way you think
before you sin. You can't sin and win! Yoan't sin and see your father saved! You can't sin and see your
children brought up in the fear and the admonition of the Lord. God is a holy God!

And so he moves from three apostate populations to three apostate peoples, and I'm going to take time t
morning to go through them. Verse 11 we see it: 'Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, re
greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of @odehe brings three
individual people from the Old Testameéntour faces, why does he do that? He does it to shake us and to
shock us!

You know how a depressed person with a nervous problem goes to the psychiatrist and psychologist, a
they activate upon them shock treatment. It shocks themdl shocks them owf the state that they are in,

and this is what Jude is wanting to do for us today. Waken up! Get out of the apathy! Realize the danger th
we are all in. Don't beat around the bush, don't pussyfoot around or dodge the issue. Oh God, give |
unambiguousclear men! That's what we need. Men who will preach the word of God, not dilute it, just
preach it as it is. Just tell it as God tells it! Is there a better way than God's way? Is there a better word the
God's word?

He tells us of three men, Cain arfeer, Balaam a prophet, and Korah a prince. Cain a working class man, a
working class apostate, Balaam an ecclesiastical apostate, Korah a royal, rich apostatgostasy, like all
disease and just like sin, is no respecter of persons. He speaks oydiaall know the story of Cain, that

Cain offered of the fruit of the groundhe was a farmer, he tilled the ground and he brought to God that
sacrifice of his vegetables and his fruiand Abel brought the sacrifice of a little unblemished lamb, and
shed its blood and gave a burnt offering to God. But to put it bluntly: Abel was true faith and God's faith, anc
Cain was man's faith, the faith of the flesh, the work of the flesh. The religion of mankind, the product of
man's mind, the product of ratidisan, where he said in the depths of his being, whether he was conscious or
admitting it or not, 'My way is better and more acceptable than God's way'! And | suspect that the Holy Spiri
was whispering down on planet earth, 'There is a way that seentgtlumig man, but the way therefore is

the way of death'. And Cain was grieved that God wouldn't accept his sactiifates the same today isn't it?
When you preach [that] there's one way to heaven and it's through the cross, the blood of the cless, peo
get upset. That's why men aren't preaching it today, when you tell them that if you don't accept God's we
the alternative is hell, there's no inbetween, no limbo, that's the way it is and the hairs on their neck go u
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their backs get up and they'ré ahtagonisticc why? Because rone likes to be told that "Your way is no
good'. My friend that was Cain's problem, he rejected God's way for his own way. But the major difference
between his sacrifice and Abel's sacrifice was blood. Have you got it Celigion was a bloodless
religion and do you know what a bloodless religion brings? A Christless hell!

Cain was the first murderer, and it happens to be that those that believe in the bloodless Gospel, as they
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christahgh Judaism, they murdered. Right through from the Puritans, the
Reformers, so many who were martyred because they believed in a blood Garsgpehe arms of Esau's
flesh have always been round the neck of Jacob's faith. They want to choke the Guittiaofd the child of

faith - and can | say this to the Gospel preachers in our meeting? If you can preach the Gospel, and n
mention the cross, it is well nigh to apostasy. Paul said to the Corinthians, 'l am determined to know nothin
among you, save des Christ and Him crucified'.

The religions of the world are based on man's effand that's why Cain's effort was rejected, it was his
own works, because faith saves. And my friend | want you to see this, that this is seen in the old Philistine
in the Old Testament where God was saying: 'There is My way and no other way, | am the God, | am th
only God to be worshiped, | will not share My glory with another, | will not be put in a trophy cabinet of
gods and worshiped in a pluralistic religion orcisty’. The Philistines saw Jehovah, the God of the
Israelites, and they wanted Himand they fought with Israel, and because Israel were in sin God let the
Philistines beat Israel, and the Philistines went and took the Ark of the Covenant and theyibmotogthe

temple where their own fish god Dagon was sitting on a stand. And they went to sleep that evening, and the
came to the tent the next morning, and Dagon's face was on the ground! | think they probably said: 'We'
not having this', and theyupDagon back on the stand. And the next morning Dagon was smashed te pieces
'l will not share My glory with another! | am God and there is none other! There is none beside Me!'. Do you
see Cain? Reject the religion of Cain whatever you do. My frienche®d to get back to the book, we need

to get back to the old Gospel that saved your soul!

There was Cain and then there's Balaam. It talks, look at verse 11: '...they ran greedily after the error
Balaam for reward'. Do you know who Balaam was? He avéalse prophet, and Balak the king of the
Moabites wanted him to curse Israel in the name of the Lord, but he did it for reward that's the only reaso
why he went, for a reward, to get money. God told him 'You're not going!, he said, 'l am going¥ and h
went. And as he was on his way, the angel of the Lord rose up in the way and the ass that he was riding
saw the angel of the Lord, but he didn't see him was the ass! He didn't see the angel of the Lord, but he
wasn't having it either. He devisadplan and he went to the king of the Moabites again and he said 'lI've got
a way to get Israel to sin and to get God's wrath upon them. You get Israelites to marry your daughters', nc
that wasn't allowed. And it says that through thae could call it dsexplosion- God reigned His wrath and
anger upon His own children, because Balaam got them to sin sexually. And we have men, naming the nar
of Christ, who are in it for the moneyand I'm talking about evangelicalsand we have men that are
legitimizing sexual perversion through the word of God.

Cain, Balaam and thirdly, and finally, Korah. He's called Core;re, here but in the Old Testament it's
translated Korah, ¥-r-a-h, and you read about it in Numbers chapter 16. It's called the gaigskgk at

verse 11: 'the gainsaying of Korah', that literally means the rebellion of Korah. | preached on this [in a]
sermon about last year, so I'm sure you'll not remember it, but what it talked about was this man Korah thi
was not willing to accept Gis ordained leaders. He said 'Why can't we come to God? Why can't we bring
the sacrifice? Why can't we offer the incense? Why can't we go before God? Why can't we call the shots al
rule the people?', and they wanted to overthrow the Lord's servanthAndord of God says that this is
what God said to them: 'Moses, Aaron separate yourselves from among this congregation that | me
consume them in a moment...And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words,
the ground clave asuadthat was under them: And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, anc
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their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. They, and all that appertain
to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closen tipem: and they perished from among the
congregation* do you know why? Because God has told us in 1 Samuel 15 and verse 23 that rebellion is a
the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. My friend, Israel, the angels, Sddom an
Gomorrah, Cain, Balaam, Korah in his rebellion, all exhort us to flee from apostasy.

Do you know what Spurgeon says, and | close with this, | quote him: 'The new views are not old truth in ¢
better dress, but deadly errors with which we can have rawf&lip. | cannot endure false doctrine however
neatly it may be put before me. Would you have me eat poisoned meat because the dish is of the choic
wear?'

It weighs heavily upon me that, humanly speaking, the church of Jesus Christ is one genesgtistoraw
extinction. And unless we see Jesus our Saviour standing, saying: 'l will build My Church and the gates c
hell shall not prevail against it', and we get up and hear the cry, the trumpet call of militant Christianity, anc
get on our knees, and geto the word of God, and fast from our food, and seek God for His reviving!
there will be consequences before God. The word of God is piercing isn't it? Where are we failing? Wher
are we falling short?

My friend, if God is speaking to your soul, yowst obey Him. Let us get back to God, and my friend if
you're here and you are trusting in yourself for heaven, and you don't see the great High Priest that has di
for you, and prepared a way for you to glory, and you don't want God's High Priest, rjooyowaown way.

Will you not take Him today, who is able to save to the uttermost all who will come unto God by Him? Be
saved today.

Our Father, we thank Thee for this time. The word of God is so searching, Lord we pray that we will let it
search our hets. Lord, that we will let Thee come within us and take all the dross away and the failure, and
let Thy Holy Spirit come in in His fulness to make us the Christian that Thou hast ordained that we shoulc
become. Hear us Lord, in Jesus name. Amen.

Transcribed by Judith Watkins, Preach The Wo@ittober 2000
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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in the little book of Jude, entitled 'The Acts of the Apostatasd we're looking at specifically two

verses today, that tell us of one individual character. Well, let's read the previous verses to get th
context of our verses today :"Jude"yrse 1, "the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that
are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto you, and peace, :
love, be multiplied. Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto yoth@ftommon salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you rather, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith whicl
was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of c
ordained tohis condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denyinc
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. | will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once kne\
this, how that the Lord, having saved the people ouhefland of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that
believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserve
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom arithGordo
the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, ai
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers defil
the flesh, despise domam, and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, T|
Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of those things whaghkifow not: but what they know naturally, as
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Ca
and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the rebellion of Core.r& tspsstsa
in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are withou
water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots
raging waves of the sefmaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness for ever. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lo
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upamclto convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeche
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their ow
lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because c
advantage. But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jes
Christ; How that they told you there should be mockerthénlast time, who should walk after their own
ungodly lusts. These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit [of God]".

N ow we're turning again to our study in the book of Jude. We've been lodkiisgs our fourth study

Let's take a moments prayer: Our Father in heaven, the one who ensured that this book should come into «
hand today. Holy Spirit, the Spirit who has inspired these pages before us, who exercised and inspired me
of old to write the word of God. We turn to Thee afresh and ask that Thou mayest unctionise the preachin
of this infallible truth. That the Holy Ghosif God may come among us, that the Christ of God may be
preached and seen among all men. Help us Lord, and bind all spirits of oppression in this place. In the nar
of Jesus we pray. Amen.
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I've entitled my message this morning: "The Deathless Man AndDekighless Message'. The man who
never died, with the message that is still alive today among us. We've looked at these very harsh words in t
book of Jude and | was amused by the saying of one man when he said: 'Silence is golden, but sometimes
pureyellow'. Isn't that right? It's easy to be quiet about the things that are going on in the world and indeet
the church of Jesus Christ. And there is this misconception that silence is graciousness, that silence
spirituality and that is the way we areliehave- that is not the scriptural understanding of grace. For when
we look at the very person of our Lord Jesus Christ it is difficult, indeed, I find it is impossible to find words
harsher than His, with regards to this subject of apostasy and fattentgg Therefore it is error to say that

we are to be silent in the midst of apostasy. We see the prophets of God and that was thigirstaied
against apostasy. John the Baptigberhaps the greatest prophet that ever was, indeed the Lord Jesus
degribed him as one that was born of woman that there was not another of. And he stood, you remembe
just before the dawning of the star of the Lord Jesus Christ, upon the horizon of history, and there he stan
in a wilderness crying, 'Repent ye! ReperitVe often thought how it is a strange scene to see a man
standing in the midst of the desert. Why did the Lord not send him into the market? Why did he not go intc
the synagogue or the temple to preach this message? Because God was trying to refagojaleHibat they

were like the desert. They were like the wilderness. And indeed the effectiveness of God's word upon them
like the effectiveness of John preaching to the dead plants and the sand.

When God's people were threatened in history by tveir sin and corruption or by the deception, deceiving

of false teachers and apostates, God came by His Spirit and raised up men. Messengers of God, with Gc
message, and that was the way that God counteracted and corrected false tetiatingas howGod
brought revival and spiritual renewal within the word of God. If you look at the book of Judges that I've been
reading in recent days you can see that cycle within it. Nearly every chapter you come to, just as the word
God is introducing for us eadhdividual judge, you find the same cycle. It says that the nations sinned,
waxed in the face of God. Their sin and their wickedness was evil, the next stage of that cycle is that we re:
that the anger of God was kindled against them. And then whemglee af God was kindled against them,

we find God's people groaning and praying and crying to God for mercy and the next step is God answe
their prayer, God sends a deliverer. It's the same with the judges, the prophets, indeed we see it in the vi
peron of our Lord Jesus Christ. That when we are in need, when we are at our wits end in our own sin, it |
God that raises men to deliver. Indeed, Ezekiel said it when he quoted the Lord God Almighty Himself in
chapter 22 and verse 30 of his prophecy, listewhat God says in his day: 'And | sought for a man among
them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy
but | found none'l

Would He find one today? Would He find one among us? In Esttamter 4 and verse 14 she was raised to

be a deliverer for her people, and Mordecai came to her and said to her these words, listen: 'For if thc
altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to thme Jews fr
another place'. If you don't rise up and stand up for your people, God will deliver them another way. 'Bu
thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed:-disten! - ‘and who knoweth whether thou art come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?'eNl- and women, by the wayraised of God for specific purposes, to
counteract apostasy, to bring spiritual renewal, revitalization and revival to God's people.

The passage that we read today, the two verses that | want to concentrate on this npeakaf,a prophet

just like that- and also it records his prophecy that he made. And if you want to sum that prophecy up it was
the '‘comeuppance of the creepers'. Those who had come in unawares, verse 4 tells us, the ones who

crept, weaseled their wagto the church of Jesus Christ. Jude is saying through the prophecy of Enoch that
there is a day coming when they will have their comeuppance.

| want us first of all to look at this prophet that is named in verse 14. Look at verse 14: 'And Enoittealso,
seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saint

27



JUDE: THE ACTSOF THE APOSTATES Pastor David Legge

Now we'll look at his prophecy in a minute, but | want us to concentrate on this man! Who was it that Goc
used? What kind of a man does God raigdo face apostasy and to renew the church of Jesus Christ? We
find three mentions of Enoch within the word of God, we read of him in Genesis chapter 5, Hebrews chapte
11 and then in the book of Jude. Now | want you, for a moment, to turn with me &siSehapter 4,
Genesis and chapter 4, and we're not going to read it, but perhaps when you go home you can read t
passage of Scripture which outlines the genealogy, the line, of Cain. You know who CaweMasked at

him last week that was the soof Adam, who slew Abel. And we look down all of chapter 4, and we find
the godless line of Cain, down to the seventh generation of Adam, then the account closes. The end
chapter 4, the account closes and we begin in chapter 5 a new section, wieshhealine of Seth. Now

have you got it? Adam has Abel, then he has Cain, then he has Seth because Cain slew Abel, and God ha
have a righteousness holy line to eventually bring the Lord Jesus Chkesisiah- and the seed from the
woman to deliver lmanity. Therefore He had to give Eve another son, Seth. So in chapter 4 right to the enc
we're looking at the godless line of Caiand then God does a new thing in chapter 5, and we see the godly
line of Seth. From Seth, Noah would be born, from Noahchildren would give birth to the nations of the
world and the ark the inhabitants of it would replenish the earth for the future nations of the world. And if
we look right back to our lineage, as we sit here in Belfast, in Northern Ireland, in Ewepan look right

back to Noah himself. And before the flood, and before Noah, we can look right back to Adam the first mar
- and as we sit here today, we are all related in that one lineage...and the tragedy of it all is this: that we ha
inherited sin Oh, this is not preached today. Original sin, from the original sinner Adam and it traces its way
down to his children, to Noah and his children, to us and our childessd before us we can see the
universal depravity and degradation of all humanity!

And it's outlined- if you look at chapter 5 and the first verses right down to versealeast eight times

you read these words: 'and he died', 'and he died', 'and he died’, why? Because sin had come upon all r
and death had come by sin! But whesuylook at verse 21, look at the difference, all this series, 'and such
and such was born and he lived so many years and he died’', and then verse 21: 'And Enoch lived sixty a
five years, and begat Methuselah: and Enoch walked with God after he begatéleththree hundred
years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him'.

Enoch is described, in the epistle of Jude, as the seventh from. Attadid not die, but the word of God

tells us that he was translated out of this scene of time right into, ushered into, eternity without seeing deat
Now don't confuse Enoch with Enoch in chapter 4 and verse 17, who was the son of Cain, they'techot rela
at all. But this Enoch is a righteous man, he is a holy man of God! We could say that, in the light of the
epistle of Jude, he is the rose among the thorns. We see him, and he is altogether other than what we rea
the rest of the epistle, becausalduestifies of him as the rest of scripturethat this man Enoch is the
epitome of all godliness and holiness. He is one of two men in scriptures who it was said of they ‘walke
with God'. He was one of only two men who were taken to heaven withcettiexging death and he is the

only man, apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, who it is written of him that he pleased God! Now think of that
for a moment: Jesus Christ, sinless, spotless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and it was said of Him, and
saidHimself, 'l do always those things that please Him'. Yet the Holy Spirit of God could come of one called
Enoch, and say: 'This man pleased Me'.

Now | want to say today, that this is the supreme preventative treatment of apostasy. This is the way w
prevent apostasy, this is the cure, this takes it away and this makes it afraid of coming within us, it is callec
simply, within the word of God, 'Walking with God'!

Look at his biography in chapter 5 of Genesis verse 21 tol@dk at it: he lived sixty andive years, he
begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God after he begot Methuselah 300 years, begot sons and daughte
He was not- God took him! He walked with God, what does that mean? Well, first of all, it means
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reconciliation. For in the book of Amaege read these words, chapter 3 and verse 3: '‘Can two walk together
except they be agreednd it presupposes that if Enoch walked with God, Enoch had to be reconciled with
God to be in agreement with Him, to be in agreement about his sin, to be imagredout the remedy for

his sin- the grace of God, to be in agreement about God's holy law and God's standard and character
holiness. And he if you like - had to be converted, he had to be reconciled with God, and a man cannot
walk with God unleste knows God in reconciliation. Can two walk together except they be agreed?

Secondly there has to be correspondency to their nature. God is a holy God. The word of God tells us th
light hath no communion with darknesand in this man's life, as il @aur lives, sin has to be judicially put
away from the face of God, and that had to be done with Ertoelhad to have his sin dealt with.

Thirdly, he had to have a moral fitness, because God does not walk out of the way of holiness. God does r
let His socks [fall] down in His standard of holiness. God will not look at another, God will not have another,
He does not lower the standards to fit us. Is that not what the New Testament says? 'If we say that we ha
fellowship with him, and walk in darkngswe lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from &
sin'. He had to have a standard of a holy life to walk with God.

Fourthly, he had to have a surrendered will, because God does not force His company on anyone. He cha
to walk with God. And you my Christian friend, must take His yoke uponybat's what the word of God
says, that's what the Lord testified-tand that isvhy, fifthly, he had constant communion with God. That's
where the walking with God came fronand the word 'walk' suggests a steady progress, as he puts distance
behind him, as he goes to the goal that he has in his mind and hihisomélked with God

Someone has said, Enoch did not take a turn or two with God and then leave His company. But he walke
with God for hundreds of years! What a splendid walk! A walk of three hundred years, it was not a run, &
leap, a spurt, but a steady walk with God!

Hebrews 11 verse 5 tells us that it was a walk of faith. He had a testimony, Hebrews says, of walking witl
God- that he pleased God, and in the next verse the writer to the Hebrews says this, 'and without faith it |
impossible to please God'. Enoch plea&»nd, and the reason he pleased God is because he was a man of
faith. How do you know if you're walking with God? I'm not asking you if you're saved, I'm asking you are

you walking with God? If you're walking with God there'll be progress, because walkgygsts it and if

you're in the same position that you were last year spiritually, or for that matter worse than last year, you al
not walking with God. If you are walking with another, and in agreement with another, there will be a
growth in the knowedge of that person as, day by day, you walk with them in their shadow. And Enoch had
a knowledge of God that was creating more and more and-rtavas selfreproductive!

Do you have that? Do you have a deep peace within your soul? That's whagwatkirGod is- and we

find believers wrecked with worry, wrecked with anxiety and one of the reasons is probably they are no
walking with God! Many believers don't know where to turn for guidance, they don't know the road to take
in their life, and if tley were walking with God they would be being taken with God where He wanted them
to go! Do you know the guidance of God in your life?

Then we see that he witnessed for God, for he preached, Enoch was a preacher. Now | want you to see t
very clearly: hat you cannot serve the Lord, until you first walk with Him. 'Oh, | want to be this, | want to
do that, | want to take this road, or do this service, or be this type of person’, my friend listen! You have t
walk with God! If you don't walk with God, Gddhot walk with you! God will not use you, God will not
bless you, God will not fill your life with fruit unless you are consciously walking with Gad if you are

going to fight apostasy in this land, in this church, in this church age that we ywa must walk with God!
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Now | want you to see this, and we're going to take time to look at it, if | preach nothing else this morning. Ir
Genesis 5, if you look at it again, in verse 21 to 22 we see that Enoch had a son, "...he begat Methuselah :
yeass and begat sons and daughters'. And that passage, that verse, suggests that Enoch only began to \
with God after the birth of his son Methuselah. Now the name 'Methuselah' in Hebrew means this: "When h
is dead it shall be sent, when he is dead il figasent’. What is he talking about? Well, he's talking about the
flood that comes up in the chapters that come after chapter 5. When this child is dead the flood will come
and if you can see God saying to Enoch, through the birth of his son Methtigelalsee your little baby

here Enoch? When its life is run | will judge the world for its sin'.

Cast your mind back to the birth of your child, cast your mind back to a significant experience in your life,
and imagine if God named it Methuselah. And Gadl to you 'Now my child, and you are My child, you

see when the life of this child, or the life of this thing, or this experience passes, when this thing is over? I'r
going to come in judgement!'. Would that make a difference to your life? | thinloitonder that Enoch
began to walk with God after that. Imagine if God came and said to you, 'You see when this certain thing i
over, or when this child dies, or when this thing happens’, and you don't know when it's going to happen, <
every single day oyour life you're expecting it and when the child gets sick of a cold you're worried about it
dying, incase the ends all done and you haven't a chance anymore! How would it change your life? If you'r
not saved here today, how would that change your KHe® would it? If God came to you and said, 'As
soon as this is over, | will require your soul at My hand. As soon as this is over, you'll not have anothe
chance to be savedwhat would you do? My friend, listen: God has said that! Do you know what $le ha
said? He has said that when we see apostasy in our world, that is the sign that He is aindayali're

sitting here today and you're still not saved. You're sitting here today and you're backslidden in your sin, an
you're not going to do anything @it it, and you've no notion of doing anything aboutanhd Jesus Christ

the Son of God is at the gate, you can almost hear the footfall!l And where are you?

Oh, it changed his life alright and he began to walk with God. He started a walk with Goelgdre tb
prepare to meet his God. Do you know what Enoch means? It means 'dedicated’, it means 'disciplined'. Al
we don't read within the word of God that Enoch was a father of a nation like Abraham, or a charismatic
leader like Moses, or a warrior like d&on, or a king like David, or a statesman like Danaeid this thrills

my soul! Do you know what he was? He was an ordinary 5' 8" man! Like you. Do you know what that tells
me? | can be a man of God! | can walk with God! | can know God in the deepisatée fellowship and
communion and sense of the word, and it doesn't matter that I'm not an apostle or a prophet. It doesn't mat
that I'm not a great preacher, or a great intellectual, it doesn't matter that | don't know théalagyknow

God! I caan walk with God!

Do you walk with Him? Do you walk in the discipline of a life of prayer? Do you know what it says of
Adam in the beginning? | think this is beautiful: 'Adam walked with God in the cool of the day'. Do you walk
with God? Scholars tell ubat when Enoch lived, Adam lived for some tirend | wonder did he not learn
from his relative Adam, what it was to walk with God in the cool of the day. My friend, Enoch knew what it
was to sing:

'l come to the garden alone,

When the dew is still othe roses,

And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known'.

| want to ask you please listen! As a believer in Christ, do you meet with God? Do you? For we cannot take
His name if we do not follow Him. You must walk with Him, you shtialk with Him, you must seek His
presence, you must eat His word, you must be in that place of continual fellowship withakidn believe
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that Enoch met early in the morning with God, do you know why? Because every man of God that you finc
in the Bilde did it. Moses rose up early in the morning, Abraham rose up early in the morning to meet God
when the world was shut up, when the world was dormant, when there were no influences of evil, and h
could come before God, and he could meet with his Gddn't want to be superior, but | suspect that 95%

of the church of Jesus Christ hasn't got a clue what that's -aieowalk with God.

The miracle of it is, that he walked with God when things were so bad. Genesis, that we've been readin
says this irchapter 6 and verse 5: that during Enoch's days God saw that the wickedness of man was great
the earth and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil contirasatiye writer put

it, listen: 'Socially it was the age of pernigness, scientifically it was the age of progressiveness, and
spiritually it was the age of presumptuousness’erything was bad! And we say, 'How can | walk with
God? How can | be holy in the age that | live in today? How can | be a man that Goéeusies teformers

or the revivalists? How can | possibly, when | see all the filth on the billboards, when the television is
spewing out muck every moment of the day? How can [, with the pressures of my job?'. My friend, Enoct
and Noah were the only two dhe planet that walked with Godand they did it! Do you know why?
Because it's a matter of choice. One man put it so lovely, that Enoch went out one day to walk with God, ar
he walked so far that the Lord said 'Enoch, you're so near home you migktlasomve in'. And the
companion that Enoch had in life, was his companion in death. And | love this, it was almost as if Enoct
lived with a consciousness of eternity so much in view, that it was one step from time into eternity. Have yol
ever experiencedhat?

I've nothing more to say but listen, | want to ask ygwu ask yourself have you ever experienced that?
What it is like- don't shuffle [your Bibles], wakwhat it is like to almost reach out your hand, and think that
you could touch Him. Myrfend, if you want to please God, you're going to have to learn to walk with Him.

Now let us pray, you see, it costs us to walk with God. As an unconverted sinner it costs us our life of sin an
our pride, and perhaps that what it's costing you this imgrAs a backslider it's your sin again, the thing
you won't let go of, the thing of pride that you won't admit. As believers that are carnal and cold, guess whalt
It's sin again. Oh, the desire of the Holy Ghost for us this morning is that we all bevidloregn and be

taken up with Christ. My friend, | often wonder what it would have been like for Enoch, hand in hand with
God. | wonder how much different heaven would have been for him to earth, verydgtause he walked

with God.

Our Father we wat to please Thee, and we know that the only way to please God is by faith and by the walk
of faith. Lord some of us are walking backward, some of us are standing still, some of us are going forwar
but not quick enough, and some of us are running ahe@tles, our God. And we pray, teach us to walk
with God- and may Thy Holy Spirit take a dealing with all of us here today. And Lord for those who have
not begun to walk, that today they would follow Christ. For it's in His name that we pray. Amen.

Transcribed by Judith Watkins, Preach The Wasgptember 2000
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the Apostates'looking at the apostasy that was in the world when Jude was alive, and applying it to

our world today and the church situation at large, not just in Northern Ireland but across the whole o
Europe. Let me say, while you're turg to that passage, there won't be an open air this Friday night. | was
wrong in announcing that, due to the children's meetorgWednesday night, everthere won't be an open
air...there won't be one on Friday night either!

N ow lets turn in our Bibles to that little book of Jude again, as we continue in the Jdrégesicts of

OK, Jude- and we're onlyoing to read the verses that we looked at the last week that we studied ive

looked at the prophet that was named in verse 14, the prophet Enoch. And we did a character study of |
life, how Enoch walked with God, how it was said of Enoch thaileased God. But this week we're going

to look at what Enoch said, not the prophet, but the prophecy that he gave, verse 14: "And Enoch also, t
seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saint
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deed
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoke
against him. These are murmurers', or grumblers, '@ngrs, walking after their own lusts; and their
mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. B
beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; Ho
thatthey told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts
These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.'

Let us pray: Our Father we have turned to Thine inspired truth and we adlyhes we read these words,

that we would all apply them to our hearts. And for those who cannot because of their state apply them, th
it would be applied by Thy Spirit. Help us to see into the mirror of Thy truth, help us to walk according to
Thy law, help us to repent of those things we must repent of, and help us to waken up to those truths that v
have forgotten or neglected. Lord meet our need today, and meet my need by the filling of the Holy Ghost
pray. In Jesus name. Amen.

Apostasy is alive ahwell in Belfast. | wonder what you would think if | said apostasy is alive and well here
in the Iron Hall? Because in theory that is the case and, whether it be open apostasy or the seed of apost
beginning to spring up or grow, the fact remains thatdpostle Peter told us in 2 Peter 2 verse 1: 'There
shall be false teachers among you'. And that is his emphasis there to make us realize that it is from among
church of 