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Genesis 22

1. Sacrifice Your Isaac:

Letting go of what you love (verse 2)
2. Get Up That Mountain :

Obeying when you don't understand (verse 3)
3. Look For A Resurrection :

Trusting the God of the impossible (verse 5)
4. Don't Listen To Those Voices :

Believing in the midst of emotional turmoil (verse 7)
5. Wait For The Lamb's Intervention

Depending on the God of Provision (verses 8-14)

Sparks Flying Upward". We're looking first of all this evening at 'The Agonies of Abraham'. In Job

chapter 5 and verse 7 we read the words: 'Yet man is born ontiey as the sparks fly upward'.
That philosophical conclusion of Eliphaz, one of Job's friends or Job's comforters, came out of his witnessin
the fiery crucible of trial that Job went through. As he was a witness of Job's pain, Job's temptation, Job
suffering, he said: 'Man’, in general, 'is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward'. In fact, Job himself late
on in the book, in chapter 14 and verse 1, says: 'Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and those de
are full of trouble'.

N ow wele starting a new study this evening, a group of character studies that | have entitled "As

Now you renember, and we studied it recently with our brother Tom Hayes, that Job was a man who wa:
full of prosperity and also full of pietytwo things that don't normally come together in this world and age in
which we live. He was a prosperous man, a wealthy, roat he was also wealthy towards God, he was a
holy man. As we read through that book we find that God tried his faith, and God allowed Satan to come int
his life and to unleash the plagues of torment against him. As we read through the book we Jiol kbst
everything. He lost his children, he lost his home, his business, his friend's loyalty, his wife's confidence, an
then finally he lost his health. He came to the conclusion at the end of it all that he wished that he had nev
been born, he ceed the day that he had been born.

If anybody knew about trouble, Job knew about it. Yet he developed such a faith in his God through hi:
trials, that he could say: 'Though He slay me, yet | will trust Him'". In the same book that we find this phrase
'Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward', 'Man's days are few, but his days are full of trouble’, h
can come to the realisation of faith to say: 'Though God slays me, I'm going to trust Him'. We find that
there's a turning point within the bookdnb, and at the endhe last chapterwe read: 'The Lord turned the
captivity of Job'. He was blessed again, he was given health, he was given his friends back, he was giver
beautiful family and abundance of riches. He lived another 140 years,adeamd he died being full of
days.

The question is: what makes a man like that tick? How can that change come about from a man who h
gone through the crucible of pain? It's not only Job, it's Abraham, Joseph, Elijah, Hannah, Jeremiah, John t
Baptist, Paul the Apostle, and we could go on and on and on, and all of them are as sparks flying upwar
with all the troubles and persecution and problems that they have had in their lives. All of them equally cam
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out of those troubles and problems better mahvaomen because of them, but we need to ask the question
tonight: why and how? We want to explore this phenomenon tonight, beginning with this man Abraham.

Let me give you a brief biography of this man's life. His life spans in record, from chaptethi2bmiok of
Genesis right through to chapter 24. In Acts chapter 7 and verse 2, when Stephen preaches one of the gree
sermons in the whole of the Bible, he alludes to the conversion of Abraham and he says these words: 'T
God of glory appeared unto ofather Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia'. If you like, that is the
conversion of Abraham, his conversion. As you read his life story, we find out that he was born and raised i
Ur, a city of the Chaldees. It was a seaport in Persia, the PersianaBalitt 12 miles away from the
traditional spot that scholars think the Garden of Eden was in. That city, the Ur of the Chaldees, the mo:
conspicuous site and building within it was a large building that seemed to be modelled on the Tower ©
Babel. The cityhad two main temples, one was dedicated to the god Nannar the moon god, and the other 1
his wife Ningal. Abraham, as a young child, was brought up in that pagan atmosahérglory be to God,

he was converted out of it, and he became eventually tther faf faith.

His conversion, then as we go through Genesis we find his calling. After he was converted, and after Ga
appeared to him in Ur of the Chaldees, God asked Abraham to leave Ur, to leave his father's house for a la
that God would show him. v | want you to see this: that when God called him to that promised land, God
didn't tell him where to go or how to get there, He just told him to leave the Ur of the Chaldees and hav
faith and follow Him. Imagine going on a journey and not knowing wkietére going!

His calling, then there is his commission that we find in Genesis chapter 12 and verses 2 and 3, and it's
sevenfold commission. God gave him some guarantees, He has converted him, He has called him, and n
He's commissioning him. He safyst: ‘| will make of thee a great nation'; second, 'l will bless thee'; third, 'l
will make thy name great’; fourth, 'Thou shalt be a blessing’; five, 'l will bless them that bless thee’; six, '
will curse them that curse thee'; seven, 'In thee sh#leafamilies of the earth be blessed'. What a head start
he had in life! God calling him! God wasn't calling anybody else at that time. Converted, commissioned with
a sevenfold perfect promise, all the spiritual blessings that he had inl6sbés yolkknow and as | know,

all the spiritual blessings in the world doesn't exempt or immune any of us from problems.

Because of that, as we read through his biography, we're enlightened not only to his conversion and h
calling and his commission, but we theee his carnality. We find out that he lied about his wife Sarah to
Pharaoh, and Pharaoh found her fanciable and he wanted to marryahdrall the plagues of God's
judgement came upon Pharaoh and Egypt, and then he realised that this was not thieAdistédram as
Abraham had said, but his wife! That same sin, he followed it again in chapter 20 of Genesis. His carnality
and then later on we find his compromise, for God comes to him and promises him a son, that his childre
would be like the stars dfie sky and like the sand of the seashore. God promised him, but he was getting olc
and then Sarah got past the age of childbearing, and he decided: 'I'm going to bring God's promise in
fruition’, and he listened to his wife's voice, he took Hagar, dya slith her, and he raised up a son by the
flesh to his own name. Of course you know that was Ishmael, the turmoil of compromise caused by nc
waiting upon God's promise.

Eventually we find that in Abraham's wife, Isaac was boanchild of promise. Novthis man had his fair
share of agonies and we could spend all night looking at them, but | want to single out one in particular: th
greatest agony of all. Not his conversion or his calling or his commission, not his carnality and not his
compromise, butvhat I've called: 'His Calvary'. It's found in chapter 22, let's read it together: "And it came
to pass after these things, that God did tempt”, or a better word would be ‘test’, "Abraham, and said unto hi
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here | am. Angdid, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which | will tell thee of. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled, laacasook

4



AS SPARKSFLYING UPWARDS Pastor David Legge

two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose uy
and went unto the place of which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, an
saw the place afar off. And Abraim said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad
will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, anc
laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knifehendent both of them together.

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am |, my son. And he sa
Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham said, My son, Goc
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. And they came to the
place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bouni
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wAnd.Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the
knife to slay his son. And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham
Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thir
unto him: for now | know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son fron
me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by hi
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, @fifefed him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORI
it shall be seen”.

We read in verse 1: 'And it came to pass after these things,ddae&ed Abraham'. Now please remember,
hopefully you know some of the story of Abraham's life, but his whole life so far has been leading up to this
challenge of faith, this supreme test, the greatest test of all. Many times in Abraham'’s life, athwaighe

his compromise and his carnality, his faith failed him. But the beautiful thing of it all that | want you to see
tonight: although his faith failed him, God never ever failed him. God never discarded him because of the
failure of his faith, but rditer God if you like persevered with Abrahamand eventually we read in the New
Testament that Abraham becomes the father of faith. My friend, there is more about Abraham, you know, i
the Old Testament then there is about the origin of the universe.el®dg more about this man than He
does about where we come from and how we got here. The reason being is there's something supreme 1
God wants us to learn, and | believe it is this: in this life of faith, in this pilgrimage of Christianity, God is
teding you and testing me.

We see in verse 1 that God called Abraham, He said: 'Abrahamd' there are times, | believe, in our lives
when God calls our name, when God calls us to be tested. Perhaps you're here tonight and God has cal
your name receht, maybe He's going to call your name soon. | don't know anything about you but, my
friend, perhaps just like in the book of Job when God said to Satan: 'Hast thou considered my servant Job
God is now saying to the grandstand of heaven and of helle'iAau considered my servant...whatever your
name is...?". Maybe they are directed at this moment, in heaven and in hell, to be spectators of your life.
not now, | would urge you tonight and right throughout this series, to get prepared here andkeew to
these truths and ponder them in your heart like Mary for a future day, because you can be sure that if Go
not calling your name now, there's a day coming very soon or at some time in your life when God is going t
call: 'Abraham!".

Don't become amplacent because you're not going through trial at the monwemy? Because ‘whom the

Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. But if ye be without chastisemel
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not Mbgrlend, listen: if you belong to Christ, if
you're a child of God, you need to get preparedt paranoid but prepared for trial, be prepared for your
name being called. Don't get fearful, because if we believe God's word we believe that all tiikgs w
together for the good of them that love God, to them that are the called according to His purpose. We belie
that all that we receive from the hand of God is for our good! What Abraham was tested in was for his gooc
If I could illustrate it like thisa mother gives medicine to her child, and the bottle holds the medicine, but it's
not the bottle that gives the child the medicine, it is the mother that gives it the medicine. The mother i
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responsible, not the bottldout no matter how full the bottimay be, no matter how full her cupboards may

be of medicine, the mother will not allow the child to get one more drop of medicine unless she believes the
it is good for the child. But see further the illustration: when she does believe it is good Iftilehaarling,

that very depth of her love will not only give the medicine, but will compel her to give it to the child for the
child's own good no matter how bitter that taste may be.

The problems around us are the bottle, but my friend it is yaheFsa hand that measures it out for you. It is
your duty and my duty, as sons and daughters of God, when we hear the cry: 'Abraham!’, to say: 'Here am
I'm ready Lord! What have You got for me?'. | want us to learn tonight, | believe the Lord haghggven
message for us this evening, | want us to learn how Abraham coped in his agonies and how he came throt
them. The first thing that | believe we find is in versesacrifice Isaac: 'Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and geéé¢ into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which | will tell thee of'. Sacrifice your Isaac, let go of the thing that you love.

Now | want you to picture the scene tonight, it's evening around thedddksmre, the hills are yellow, the
sandy plains are a soft colour as the sun goes down and there's the cool breeze of the evening coming
Abraham sits before his black tents and thinks and meditates and ponders about the goodness of God ri
throughaut his life, from his conversion to his calling to his commissi@ven when he failed Him in his
carnality and his compromise, how God's promise had stayed true. Can you see him looking to the heave
and trying to count the stars, and remembering tlat'sGpromise to him was that his lineage would be
greater than the stars of heaven? Can you see him lifting up in his hands those grains, microscopic grains
sand, and watching them drift through his fingers and thinking: '‘God is going to bring thadetorpass,

and there will be a great nation that will bless all the world through my seed"?

Then out of the darkness and the twilight of the night there is a voice: 'Abraham, Abraham, Take now th
son, thine only son Isaac. Take him to Mount Moriaheoffim there as a sacrifice unto me'. | imagine,
friends, that for Abraham the stars fell out of heaven, the ground below him with the sand opened to swallo
him - he couldn't believe that this, his son of promise, was to be taken away from him! We tiein# to

our lives as Christians that we must sacrifice to God those things that are sinful, and that is wetvecto

lay aside every weight that doth so easily beset us. But what is confusing to Abraham here, and to us, is tt
God gave him Isaaé¢saac was from the hand of God in a miraculous way, to a barren womb. The turmoil in
his mind and in his heart, the spiritual wrestling perhaps that he is going through, is to realise that God ga\
this son and now God wants to take him away again! Why?

Think about this for a moment: there is nothing more in the world that Abraham wanted than this son, Isaa
He was waiting day after day for the promise of God. They waited so long that Sarah laughed when she w
told that she was going to have a son indidrage. But God continually, over and over again, gave them
hope that it would happen. Can you see them? Aragétl couple, and all their energies and efforts were
exhausted in this one glorious expectation that in their old age a miraculous chibddne$ewould be born.

Then the day came when she felt a kick in her womb, and the promise was given. God gave, but my frier
can you imagine the shattering nature of this revelation to this man of God: why would God climb a
mountain to give me, an old mahahundred plus, a child and now He comes to take it away? Do you know
why? I'll tell you why I believe why: God will be God, my friend, God had to be on the seat of Abraham's
affections. Day after day he was looking after Isaac, waiting on the promisaacf | can almost see him

with worshipful eyes as he looks on that giant of a young man thinking of the promises of God, and thinking
of the miracle of God in his life but, my friend, God had to have that place! God must occupy the highest
place in ou hearts.

What am | saying? I'll tell you what I'm saying: there are good things in our lives, yes there are bad thing:
that we need to get rid efworries and things about our health that weigh us down when they don't even
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happen, worries about our wafé, what we will wear, what we will eat, what we will drinkout, my
friends, there are good things in our lives, even-Giwdn things, even godly things in themselves, but all of
them, every single one of them must be given over to God! Why? Becadsausb occupy the chief place

in every one of our hearts. He must be the delight of our eyes, He must be what we worship and what w
serve. We must give everything that we have over to God. My friend, what am | saying? I'm saying this
personally to you: yo have children that are wayward, you have children that are not saved, you have
children that are backslidden, can | ask you please to give them over to God? The problems that you'
having in work, the problems that you're having in the family, perhags i@ the marriage, give them over

to God! There is a danger that when we focus on these things or on these people, legitimate desires that tl
may be, that they occupy our focus, they saturate all our enexggn worrying about your own spirituality,
worrying about leading people to Christ, many good things can take up our gaze, can become our god!

So God leads us to the place where He asks us all to sacrifice our Isaac, to let go of the thing that we lo\
My friend, listen: God wants every child éfis to get to the place where everything in their life is
consecrated to Him, sacrificed to Him. You might think I'm reading too much into this chapter, well please
look at verse 12, the angel spoke to him and the voice out of heaven said: 'Lay noankingpdn the lad,
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now | know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son from me'. Do you see it? But the best thing of all, friends tonight, is that when you cal
learn to let go offte thing you love, the thing you're worrying about, the child that is breaking your heart, the
problems that are in your life that you're wrecking your brains to try and solve, when you let go of them the
miracle of God's grace is this: He gives you bawkething far greater!

It's hard to let go, but when Abraham let go he received Isaac back. He got Isaac back, but not only did t
get Isaac he got something far greater, because he passed God's test of faith and he had a greater walk
God and a greatdaith in God, and God gave him all the things he wanted and many things more. Now
notice: he learnt his lesson, he didn't get through the trial worrying about it, he didn't get through it schemin
like he did in the past and thinking how he could plamesthing up to get a son. He gave Isaac to God! He
let go of Isaac and God gave Isaac back, and gave him his faith mended and all! Oh, it's wonderful. What c
| mean? Well, I'll put it in New Testament words, in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: 'Skt tee
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all of these things shall be added unto you'. Friend listen: God
a jealous God, and the good things and the bad thigige them to Him, and He'll give you them all back in
abundance! Give Him yousd#ac.

The second thing that I've been learning is in verse 3, where God says to him to get up, take his son, sacrif
him, and in verse 3 it says: 'Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of t
young men with him, and laa his son'. Early in the morning! He didn't waste any time. | don't know
whether he wrestled through the night with it, but I'll tell you this: he got up early in the morning, and he did
everything that was needed, he prepared. Now if you've been irhtisi@h life any length you will know

that it's hard sometimes to obey God, especially when things don't seem to be right, when things don't ma
sense but God is saying to you and saying to me and saying to Abraham: 'Get up that mountain! Obey Mg
evenwhen you don't understand, when things don't make sense'. After God called him to the test, early in tt
morning, no time wasted, no thinking about it, no questioning God's sovereignty. From verse 3 right throug|
the whole chapter until he actually comesthe Mount, you find him doing absolutely everything in
preparation for sacrificing his own child. Now listen: he knew what God wanted him to do, he didn't know
why perhaps, he didn't know how it was going to be done, he didn't understand what wag gaituzaito
happen when he got to the top of Mount Moriah, but he obeyed God!

I'll tell you: it's hard to obey God when you don't know what's going to happen. It's hard to obey God wher
you don't know the consequences of your actions, but I'll tell ysu itts hard to obey God when you do
know what's going to happen, and to a large extent Abraham knew that that knife was going to come dow
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into the heart of his son Isaac. God told him: 'Take your son, your only son, and go up and sacrifice him'
and yetAbraham, knowing and expecting that he was going to have to kill his son, went ahead and obeye
God! Here's the supreme point: he only thought he knew what was going to happen. He thought he kne
what God was going to do, but he didmwhy? I'll tell you why, child suffering, going through pain, going
through anxiety: God's thoughts are not your thoughts, His ways are not your ways:

‘Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace.

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face'.

God told Abraham to do something, and then God didn't do the thing that He told him ktedtidn't let

him! God told him to do one thing, yet God had something else planned and Abraham didn't know about i
Can you imagine if Abraham had sat up all nighd waited to the next night to 12 o'clock till he obeyed
God just to the very second, and reasoned about it and thought about it and discussed it with many people
probably would have left him high and dry and he wouldn't have gone through \ith what he chose to

do was this: get up the mountain. My friend, get up the mountain whatever it is, and trust the Lord! Do God'
will and let Him worry about the consequences! You see, when you let your Isaac go over to God it's Hit
responsibility.

| often use this illustration to people privately. If you bought a car off me, and you were driving home in the
car after exchanging money and there was a puncture, a blow out, the tyre just disappeared along t
motorway. You came back to me the next day yma said: 'David, that car | bought from you, on the way
home the tyre burst'. | would say: 'That's very nice, but you sort it out, that's your responsibility, it's now youl
car'. My friend, do you know this consecration doctrine that we believe as aimsidfnat when we give our

lives over to God it's not for us to worry about. If | can say it reverently: 'Lord, it's Your responsibility, You
sort it out!". That's when you can obey God, even when you don't understand.

What mountain are you afraid to clintonight? What hill is too high? | tell you, Jesus says: 'If you had but
faith the size of a grain of mustard seed, that mountain wouldn't even need to be climbed, because it wol
be totally removed'! You could pray tonight like Joshua: 'Lord, give msenbuntain’, and God would reply

to you, 'The mountain shall be thine'. Why do these mountains get in our way when we have a God wh
treads the mountains underfoot? Do you see it? Get up that mountain! Obey God even when you dor
understand.

So Abrahamtook his son, he gave him over to God mentally and spiritually, and then he climbed the
mountain. Verse 5 tells us something very precious: 'Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here wit
the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder and worship, and aegaia to you'. Do you see that? 'l and the lad
will go yonder, and we', literally in the Hebrew 'we’, * will come again unto you'. Abraham had faith to look
for a resurrection, he was trusting the God of the impossible. Now if you don't know this alsemadiild of

God, the Christian life is one of faith. So many times in the Bible we read these words: 'The just shall live b
faith'. Can | say that this is not some obscure eccentric life that some itinerant evangelist, or some ancie
missionary livespr is exclusive to a man called George Mueller. This is the Christian life! It is for all men,
for without faith it is impossible to please God.

What was the secret of Abraham's overcoming in this test? What was the secret of his sacrificing Isaac, al
getting up that mountain, and looking for a miraculous resurrection, believing that both he and-thtdad

the sacrifice- would come down again to the servants? Turn with me to Hebrews 11 verse 17, the grea
chapter of faith, and we read: 'By faith Abam, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son. Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed |
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called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from wisenice edceived him

in a figure'. Do you see it? He went up the mountain believing that God could raise Isaac from the dead if h
had to kill him. God could bring him back to life!

You say: 'Well, | believe God, but wait till | tell you something: | cottlielieve that! | couldn't go that far

to believe something miraculous like that'. Can | ask you a question tonight: what did Abraham have that yo
don't? What did this great man of God have that you don't have? It says in Hebrews 11 verse 17 that |
courted the promise of God worthy, he believed what God had said to him, that in his seed Isaac would a
the nations be blesseall that Abraham had was the word of the Living God! Let me tell you this: he didn't
have any promises that Isaac would be rested, he didn't have one promise in that vdint what he was

told, that in Isaac his seed would be blessed, that's all he needed. He didn't know how God was going to do
he didn't know even why God was going to do it, but he knew that he couldugtandsod's word! Can |

ask you, child tonight, what more do you need? What more do we need? Is God's word enough for us?

Wait till | tell you this: he didn't have the promises of the New Testament disciple of Jesus Christ to res
upon. He didn't have thgromises that you have, he was given one promise and he held onto that promise
right throughout into his old age. Now, as he's climbing a mountain as an old man, having to stop for hi:
breaths, he realises that before that knife plurgeseven after it God would be a God who would honour

His promise. Yet God says to you: 'Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a new wor}
in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ'. God says to you: 'Nothing shall be able to separate yo
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus the Lord'. God says to you: 'Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye r
much better than they?'. He says to:ydlow unto him who is able to do exceeding abundantly more than
you ask or think'. He says to you: 'l will never leave you nor forsake you'. What more do we need?

That should encourage you and me to look for a resurrection in our lives, should it o8t Tio the God

of the impossible? Then fourthly in verse 7 we find that as he's mounting this great hill, Isaac speaks to hir
and says: 'My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but whe
is the lamb for a bunt offering?'. Now we've dealt with the voice of reason, we've dealt with how perhaps
Abraham couldn't make sense and couldn't understand any of this. That's the voice of reason, but this here
verse 7 is the voice of emotion. Can you imagine? Il'llytell this, there's no greater enemy to the life of
faith than the voice of emotion. Would the voice of his young son lifting up his head and crying to his father,
guestioning perhaps his father's apparent hostile actions, would that not be enough toenoédkenian of

God turn on his heels and go down the mountain again?

The Lord says: 'If you being evil know how to give good gifts unto your childrand Abraham was a
righteous man, yet hearing this in his own ears he didn't turn back! He was a hkanpassions like you

and like me, do you not think that he wondered what his son would -thivat his father was willing to go

up that mountain and sacrifice him to God? Do not think it crossed his mind and heart: "What would Sara
say if she knew, an@/hat's she going to say when | get home?'? Do you not think the memories of the little
lad years ago as a child flooded through his whole being, drowning his obedience and the voice of God? L
you not think he thought of the possible ability in the futhet that young lad could have, the prospects and
the promise? All those things were worthy to make him turn and renege on his faith. I'll tell you this: if the
devil can use emotion in your life and mine to not believe God and to turn back, you Hetter el do it.

To rob the rest of the peace of God from us, he'll do it. Can | urge you tonight, whatever you're feeling
whatever's in your heart, believe God in the midst of emotion!

We live on facts, facts in the word of God, we put faith in tHas¢s of the word of God, and then the
feelings may or may not come. If they come that's tremendous, but we don't live by them. Whatever you al
feeling, what is important in your Christian life is this: your will and willing to believe, willing to trust, G
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willing to follow Him. Do you remember Daniel in the den of lions? Do you know what it says of him?
‘Then the king commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon',hivhy? 'Because he believed in God'. What emotions do you
think would be going through your mind and heart in a den of lions? But he wasn't hurt because he believe
in God.

Fifthly: wait for the lamb's interventiondepending on the God of providend@u know, it was only in the
supreme test of Abraham's life that God revealed Himself to him as Jebiosfahlt wasn't until his back

was against the wall that God showed him that He was God My Proevigeefer the translation: 'He will

see to it', JeovahHe Will See To It. Verse 7, he believed that God was able to provide a lamb, God would
provide for Himself a lamb. In verse 13 he hears the bleating of that ram caught in a thicket by its horns, ar
he took the ram and he sacrificed it. Can | say thiyou: God always intervenes in a life that is filled with
faith. The Lamb always intervenes! He may not answer the way you think He will, or wish He would. | think
Abraham- and | hope you agree with mevas expecting that he would have to kill théashand then God

would miraculously have to bring him back to life again. But you see Abraham's faith was not in the way
that God would answer him, but in the fact that God would answer him. One way or another God's wort
would come true.

Do we depend othe provision of God? Oh, it's so hard isn't it? In an affluent society in which we live in
today, where we think we have need of nothing, where many who have many things don't even recogni:
that they receive them from the Father of lights. Do we deppod God? If you're poor tonight, bless the
Lord that you're poor there's a blessedness in poverty, because it's easier to recognise-Jakbviahyour
poverty than it is when you're a millionaire. My friend, what is it to have these promises? Came®ad

shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. There's so much | could say o
this passage, but let me say this: it's important in all of our studies throughout these weeks to see n
Abraham, not Job, not Joseph, i#nnah, not John the Baptist, not Paul the Apostle, but to see Jehovah
Jireh, and to see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of our faith. What a blessing to know that
with Abraham and Israel, listen to this, in your afflictions He is affticto know as they knew then, what

we know now in the New Testament, that we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with th
feelings of our infirmities, but was tested in all points like as we are, apart from sin.

Quickly, let me take you doweach of these points. The first: sacrifice your Isaac, letting go of the one that
you love. If you look at verse 4 of our chapter you see this: 'Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place afar off'. My friend, | couldn't help ithgnthat the Father, before the foundation of

the world, looked and saw the place called Calvary afar offl And even there He was willing to let go of the
One that He loved, for God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, He spared nat His ow
Son, but delivered Him up for us all. Think of this: Abraham believed that the child would be given back to
him, and for the joy that was set before Christ He endured the cross, despising the shame! Do you see it?
you see the obedience in Gethsematef, 'Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was hee
in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the tinchgsensuffered’. Can you

see Him there in Gethsemane? Do you see Him on dark Calvary? 'My God, my God, why? Why art Thou s
far from helping me in the words of my roaring?'. He understood why, but it was the cry of a Son to a Fathe
in emotion.

Do you ®e Him declared to be the Son of God in power in His resurrection? We know that if we have the
fellowship with His sufferings, we will know the power of His resurrection. Do you see fifthly, that He is the
Lamb who intervenes, the Lamb who is able, the hammo is the provider 'For all', He says, 'that the
Father giveth me, they will come to me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he
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hath given me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day'. Gae {tbe Baptist
standing: 'Behold! The Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world'?

I've been truly blessed, but | hope that you realise through our study tonight:

'If called, like Abraham's child, to climb
Some hill of sacrifice,

Some angefmay be there in time,

And deliverance shall rise'.

God will provide a lamb.

Father, if we are honest with ourselves a great deal of the time we know nothing, but we know one thing
nothing shall separate us from love of God in Christ Jesus. Fathikmghonight with Thy provision, with

Thy goodness, and with Thy grace which is teuasd. Lord, let us be lost in the wonder of it all. Father, we
pray - there are those in our gathering tonight, and they need a touch from Thee, they need lifteteout of
emotional turmoil that they are falling intowve pray that we all may give to Thee our Isaac, that we may
realise that if we give it to Thee we will be given back tenfold and more. Lord, that we may all know these
wonderful words to be our portiomAnd it came to pass'. Jehovaineh, we thank Thee, for Christ's sake.
Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Wok@ébruary 2002
www.preachthe/ord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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really straddles over the majority of the book, at least half of the book of Geffiesis chapter 25

through to chapter 50. We haven't got time, and | don't think you have the energy, to sit and listen t
all that tonight. Let me just say alsoighs a series on 'Sparks Flying Upward’, what we're doing is not
specifically character studies of these Bible individuals, but we're wanting to home in specifically on the
problems and the trials that these men and even women faced. So we're notcdwaupcal biography of
these people, but we're wanting to home in on specific events in their life that teach us how to surviv
ourselves, as the saints of God, as we go through trouble.

N ow we're turning to the book of Genesis, Genesis chapter 32. Now the whole life sf@gobf

Last week we looked at Abraham, and we saw that the greatest édisivas in Genesis chapter 22, when he
was asked by God to sacrifice his son, his one and only son, Isaac. If you like, this is the greatest test of all
Jacob's life, and we're homing in on that this evening in chapter 32 this time, and verséll2&aklvat

verse 24: "And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. An
when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob
thigh was out of joint, asehwrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, |
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. Ar
he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israek fopence hast thou power with God and
with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, | pray thee, thy name. And he sal
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name
the pace Peniel: for | have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. And as he passed over Penuel
sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew whic
shrank, which is upon the hollow of th&gh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh
in the sinew that shrank".

As we go through this great book of beginnings, the book of Genesis, we find that Jacob became the father
the Jews, that great ethnic people, that greaioeis movement in our world even today that has never been
guenched or destroyed, even by all the tyrants of the world trying and baying for their blood to wipe then
out and exterminate them. Jacob is their father, the father of the Jews, but as wehedkeats and we look

at Jacob tonight we see that there are a great deal of parallels with the Jew and with their father Jacob. T
extremes in the life of the Israelites that we find in the Old Testament Scriptures that startle us and offend
and makeus balk at this people, can also be seen in life of their father Jacob. Yet to the other extreme, nc
only do we see the failure of the Jewish people in life of Jacob, but we also see their spirituality. We can se
the richness in their faith, the deepnestheir devotion toward Godboth extremes in the Jewish people are
mirrored in their father Jacob.
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Like the Jew, Jacob spends a great deal of his life in exile, having no home, wandering around the desert. |
experiences trying conditions; his lifefidl of toils, sorrows, tribulation and trial. But we also see in the Jew
and in Jacob the discipline of God, hewlthough they are going through turmoil and trial, and sorrow and
testing and tribulation God's hand is behind it all. We have seen Weay vividly in the studies of the book

of Ezekiel recently, how even though at times it seems that God has cast His ancient people, Israéé off

has not, because He is bound in covenant with them. What He is doing is not seeking to destroy them, b
disciplining His own people. God is bringing them through trial and tribulation for the sole purpose to purify
them as a holy and sanctified and zealous people unto His own testimony and glory.

We can see all those things in the life of this father efX&ws, Jacob. But there are not just parallels with
Jacob's physical ancestors, Jacob's physical offspring, but we can see also parallels in Jacob's spirit
offspring. What I'm talking about is the whole household of faith, those who believe in Ggd ibgau

like, the church of Jesus Christhere are many parallels that we even can take out of Jacob's life and apply
them to our own life tonight. We're looking at the life journey of Jacob, but we equally can be looking at our
own life journey, forwhat Jacob faced every day of his life we, as the children of God today, also face. |
think this cannot be put better than the words of F. B. Meyer, listen to what he says about the paralle
between Jacob and ourselves as we begin this study tonighb'S$J&ilings speak to us. He takes advantage

of his brother when hardressed with hunger. He deceives his father. He meets Laban's guile with guile. He
thinks to buy himself out of his troubles with Esau. He is mean, crafty and weak. At times we gaalappl
these terms to him, but who is there among us who does not feel the germs of this harvest to be within o
own breast? Who of us cannot say, when we look at Jacob, there but for the grace of God go 1?'. His failing
then there are his aspirationsey speak to us. F. B. Meyer says: 'We too have our -4uageited dreams.

We make our vows when we leave home. We too cling in a paradox to the yearning of departing angels, th
they should come and stay with us and bless us before they go. We tookget daarcown Bethels and bury

our idols. We too confess ourselves pilgrims and strangers on the earth. We too recognise the shepherd c
of Almighty God. We too wait for God's salvation'.

My friends, | hope we can see already that in many ways Jadebjsuiney is not only the journey of the
Jews, but it's the journey of every child of God and is our journey tonight. Let's look at it. The first thing that
we see is a twisted youth. If you turn with me to chapter 25 of the book of Genesis, the fficstthar
twisted youth of Jacob is the devising brother that we find in chapter 25. From the birth of Jacob and Esa
you could see this obvious rivalry among these two twin brothers. In fact, the very reason that Jacob is calle
Jacob- and Jacob simply na@s ‘grabber is the fact that as these two boys were coming out of the womb,
Jacob was born with his hand on Esau's heel, and so he was called 'Grabber'. Right from the very beginni
these two children were fighting in their mother's womb, and asr¢hegming out of that womb, there is
Jacob holding onto the heel of Esau. But we see this rivalry coming to fruition here in chapter 25 of Genesi:
where we see Jacob as a devising brother.

You know the story | hope, we'll not take time to read it, abowt Esau gives up his birthright for a pot of
porridge, or a pot of stew, or lentil soup if you like. He gives up his birthright. Now don't misunderstand
what this means, for Esau to give up his birthright. We think of this birthright in terms of gandkperity,
worldly goods and wealth of his fatheand to a large extent that's what it was, because the son who was
blessed, and Esau was to be blessed, that son would be blessed with a double portion of his father's goc
But the inheritance and therthiright is much more than earthly possessions and worldly wealth, but it is
spiritual prosperity. It was speaking of the spiritual blessing of being the next patriarch in line; the one whc
would be the head spiritually of the tribe, the family and the;dhe one who would be the priest and come
before God for his family and for his tribe. Ultimately in the Old Testament, especially in the book of
Genesis, to be the one who received the birthright and the spiritual blessing and inheritance, was |
ultimately be a link in the chain that would bring Messiah! You see the importance of that, all the earthly anc
worldly wealth pales into insignificance.
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Now if you can imagine this scene in chapter 25 for one moment. One day Jacob is standing over a cauldr
of stew made with red lentils, that you can still get in Syria or Egypt today. There he is making this stew, an
who should tumble into the tent but Esau from the fields after a hard day's work. He's faint and he's hungr
and he cries out in impatiencedadesperation: '‘Give me some of that!'. Jacob, at that moment, realises his
opportunity. He realises, This man really needs something to eat, but there's something that | really nee
something that is not coming to me, something that | am not goingdiveeunless | do something about it'.

So he decides to blackmail Esau to become the spiritual leader of his tribe, his family and his clan. No\
obviously Jacob only did this because he knew it would work with Esau, he wouldn't have tried it if he
thoughthe wouldn't get away with it, but obviously Jacob realised from growing up with this young man that
Esau had no wealth and value and respect in his birthright. He couldn't have respected it enough to give
away for a mere bowl of lentil soup!

That begghe question to us tonightand we must look into ourselves this evening before we condemn this
man Esau because there are spiritual privileges and honours and talents that we have as the children of Ge
today, and some of us are willing to exchangenthfor a brief sensual experience that fills the animal
appetite in our heart for just one moment. Is that not what the writer to the Hebrews says in chapter 12
'‘Look diligently...lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for onkaharsat sold

his birthright'. One thing that we learn from Esau is that he despised his birthright. So Jacob's desire, if yo
like, was a good desire, it was a right desibait the point that you need to see in chapter 25 of Genesis is
that, although acob's desire was right, the way he went about it was wrong. The means did not justify the
end. Yes, Esau was not interested in a double portion of his father's estate; yes, Esau was not interested in
spiritual birthright, the spiritual heritage, beimgatriarch and priest before God; yes, he wasn't even
interested in providing for his mother, which fell to the one whom the blessing of inheritance fell to. Perhaps
it was because he could see through to the fact that Jacob was his mother's favolrgelidmthonour his
mother- but whatever it was, Esau despised his birthright, Jacob wanted the birthright, but you've got to se
this tonight: Jacob went about a right thing a wrong way.

He had a twisted youth, and the first occasion is devisingeottee birthright away from his brother. What
Jacob was going to have to learn in the days that would lie ahead in his life was that there are no shortcuts
God's blessing. His twisted youth is marked as a devising brother, and the second thing ptem2ghi

you turn over to it. This twisted youth can be seen as he forms into a deceitfudhapter 27 and verses 6
through to 29. Now you know, and | know, that youth is a time of grave temptation. But the strange thing
about Jacob's temptation ihapter 27 is that it comes from his mother. He was Mummy's favourite, and one
day she overheard Isaac, the old man, the father of Jacob and Esau, planning to bestow his blessing,
spiritual inheritance, his double portion on Esau and not Jacob. Belmusewas her favourite she plotted
that she would make sure that Jacob would receive the blessing, and so she called-toodacualte in the
passage, verse 13, she had to call twice. My friends, when you're in youth, there are times that temptation c
come the first time, and then temptation can come the second jiowere maybe able to resist it the first
time, but the second time the call comes you fall, and the amazing thing about this is: the call came from h
own mother!

'‘Go out and fetch twé&ids, bring them in. We'll sacrifice them, we'll feed them to your father, and with the
skins from the kids you can wear them and you can pretend that you're Esau'. Because Jacob had a weak
a twisted nature within himself he responded, and he dregséinself as his own brother, and he even
imitated Esau's smell of the fields. He went into his old father's tent, who was blind by now, and he said ti
Isaac: 'l am Esau thy firstborn', verse 32. The tragic thing about it all is this: he even used tlo¢ theme
Lord in vain. Isaac didn't recognise his voice, he probably thought: 'That sounds more like Jacob than Esal
He said to him: 'How is it that you found the venison, the food, so quickly?'. And here he takes the Lord
name in vain, he says: 'The rdothy God brought it to me'! Do you see how twisted he's getting? It was
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getting dangerous, so Isaac had to feel him to see if he was hairy like Esau was, he had to smell him to se
he smelt of the fields like Esau did, and when he was content theln datcthe blessing. He got what he
wanted- OK, Esau didn't want it, Jacob wanted it, maybe Jacob was seeking after God, but he went about
the wrong way!

My friends, this has thrilled me today. This young man had a twisted youth, he was a deviieg b

was a deceitful son, and what a thrill for us tonight to look at this man'’s life and to think that it was this same
young man that grew up to be what the Spirit of God calls 'A prince with God' and the father of the nation o
Israel! It's hard tamagine when we read this about him in his early days. It's hard to understand how God
could bless such jiggerpokery in this young man's life. You might think to yourself: 'Well, if it was God's
will that Jacob should have the blessing and not Esauygtee only way that that could come abeut

Isaac was going to give Esau the blessirggthat it would happen dishonestly, that it would happen the way
it's written here?'. My friend, | can't explain it all, but what | can say is this: Jacob westhe dlessing in
God's eyes, but Jacob didn't go about it the way that God would have wanted him to. But I'll tell you
something that can categorise and summarise the whole thing: God, in His sovereignty and His almight
nature, can make even the wrafm@an to praise Him. Isn't that wonderful? What Jacob meant for evil, God
meant for good.

Further, what came to me today as | was studying this, and what a blessing it was to my own heart wher
thought back to the sins of my own youth! You've got theaven't you? The things that jump out of the
cupboard of your mind, those skeletons, those ghosts that haunt you at times when you're not expecting
You're having holy thoughts and holy exercises, and all of a sudden you're reminded about something th
you did in your youth, when you were foolish, when you were twisting, when you were devising and
deceitful. But what a thought tonight: old Job, he thought God was cursing him for the sins of his youth, dic
you know that? In chapter 13 of the book, vet6ghe says: 'God, thou writest bitter things against me, and
makest me to possess the iniquities of my youthdu're punishing me for what I've done in the past’. How
refreshing it is, even though it's only Eliphaz that says it in chapter 33 of tketbaead these words of the

man who repents of his sin: 'His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his youtt
What hope there is in our God! No matter how twisted your youth was, deceitful and devising, what a joy tc
know that our God is the God who can restore not only the years that the locusts have eaten, but the yoL
that the locusts have eaten!

It's wonderful, | would encourage you tonight young people: don't squander your youth because you kno\
that God can forgivgou. Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Of course we shall not. Solomon
says in his wise words in Ecclesiastes 12: 'Remember now thy Creator in the days of thybrdutiiiat a

joy if you're looking back tonight, and there's no hope bexgoa've squandered your youth, you've messed

it up in sin and temptation, you've drowned it in the iniquity of a twisted childhood, what a joy that you can
say like the Psalmist in Psalm 25: 'Lord, remember not the sins of my yauttt'the answer comésck

from the excellent glory: 'Thy sins and thy iniquities | will remember no more'. Don't let the devil drag them
up to you ever again! They're under the blood, they're gone, they're finished, they're dead with Christ, burie
with Christ, and your newife has risen with Christ! What a joy that is to all of us who did things in our
youth that we wish we had never done.

You folk here tonight, and your children are breaking your hearts, your children are drowning themselves i
the sin of their own twisteglouth, can | encourage you tonight? Have faith in God, for some of the greatest
giants of the Bible did exactly the same as your wee boy or your wee girl is doing toanghtook where

they are today! Some of them are in Hebrews 11 in the hall of @dtl's hall of fame. Have faith in God.

As you can imagine Esau didn't like this. Jacob had tricked him and done him out of his inheritance, and h
vowed revengeto kill his brother, to hunt him down like a dog. Rebecca, in her tent, overhears whas Esa
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saying in revenge, and she fears for her only beloved son Jacob. So she tells Jacob: "You're going to have
go to my brother Laban in Haran. Go away, pack your bags tonight and escape’. What was happening he
was Jacob was beginning to enter intwd@ school of learning, Jacob was beginning to realise how you can't
have blessing by being a twister, by being a grabber and a supplanter and a thief. You're going to have
learn it God's way if you're going to be truly blessed.

We find as we go thrah the life of this man that Jacob, if anybody in the Bible, Jacob learns through
suffering. Can you see him packing his bags, kissing his mother goodbye? Can you see him scuttering in
his father's tent to get his blessing and his goodbye? Can yoursgeihg out in the night, going across the
desert? I'm sure at first it was exciting for him, there was a buzz of adventure, it was the first time he ha
ever been away from homébut I'm also sure that as he went mile upon mile on his own, he staiget! to
lonely, his time away from home wasn't as good as what he thought it would be. He began to fee
melancholy and depressiemow the dark clouds had drawn across his blue sky. He had got the blessing, but
there he was in loneliness. He was running awafear, perhaps all the thoughts were going through his
mind: 'What has Esau thought up for me? Is he going to send the dogs out after me? Is he going to send
army of his workmen out to hunt me down?'. He had no roof over his head, he had no bdddeitaw.

Tired and dejected he reaches Bethel, and he gets an old rock and puts his head upon it. He looks into
stars and he falls asleep, and | want you to see this tonight: the very place that Jacob was in, the place wh
God had led him, was ¢honly place that God could bless him.

When he went unconscious to the world around him and to all of his troubles, God gave him a dream ar
God gave him a vision. He saw a ladder coming down from God from heaven, and the angels ascending a
descending mit. Child of God, this was the only place that God could speak to Jacob. When God leads mel
and women He leads us to certain places that are not comfortable, that do not feel good, that even do not f
right, but there are times in our lives when tlsathie only place that God will speak and that is where God
has chosen to speak. 'The Lord is my helper’, that's what matters. Everyone was against him, his own fam
was against him and he was out as a stranger going to his kith antdban in Haran but, my friend, |

want you to see what God was showing this young man has he had his head upon the pillow: He wz
showing him that God was there, and that in his turmoil he had a link with God. It might have been a ladde
that he couldn't climb, or he wasnear even the top, but God was showing him: 'Look, I'm there, I'm there
for you! In this wilderness of your experience, you are connected to Me by covenant and by grace'.

The word of God tells us that God's angels are ministering spirits, they carHisowill. We read in the

book of Daniel that, as Daniel was praying for 21 days, it was the archangel Michael who was coming tc
answer Daniel's prayers. | firmly believe upon the authority of those Scriptures that sometimes angels car
out God's will h answer to our prayers. | believe what God was showing Jacob was this: 'If you'll let the
prayers go up, I'll let the blessings come down!'. If that wasn't enough for him to hear, he heard God's wor
he heard the voice of God sawnd this is what Godagd to him in that dream: 'l will be with thee, | will

keep thee, | will do that which | have spoken to thee of. What a God of grace He is, eh! This old twister
bathing his youth in sin, devising against his brother, deceiving his own father, outlslemess of sin

yet the God of grace appears unto him! We've all had our Bethel, haven't we? Praise God, we've had o
Bethel!

He eventually reaches a well, and he meets a girl he likes. He sees Rachel, they introduce one another, tl
find out that thg're related, they're cousinsn fact this is the daughter of Laban who he's trying to get to
and stay with. He falls in love with this girl Rachel, and as he reaches Laban's house Laban agrees that hi
give Rachel to Jacob after seven years workimghiim in his business. It's very interesting that what goes
around comes around. That's not a Biblical quotation, but it's very true. Crafty old Laban deceived Jacob :
he had been deceiving others all down the years. Just on the day of the marriage Banthet and Jacob,
Laban substitutes Rachel with Leah, and old twisted Jacob finds out after the marriage vows that he's marri
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the wrong girl'! Now the deceiver is deceived! He's furious, he goes to Laban, Laban says: 'Well, if you worl
another seven yeafor me then I'll give you Rachel to marry'.

There are many lessons that we can learn from this. Young people, one of the lessons that we can learn
when you're looking for a partner in life, a husband or a wife, it's got to be true love. | knewvdrersome
arranged marriages in the Bible, but the best ones that | can see were true love. The first thing that we reac
that as Jacob was going out to Laban, leaving his father Isaac when he was blessing him in chapter 28 ve
1, he blessed him iys: 'And charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of
Canaan'. Now listen, young person, you're not to go to the world for a wife, you're not to be unequally yoke:
with unbelievers. There you have it in blagkdwhite inthe Old Testament, and you have it again in the
New Testament, the best person to love is a child of God for they love Christ.

The second thing we learn is that it helps when both homes are happy with the partner that you choose. N
that doesn't alwaylsappen, but | can tell you this it was good in this instance. In verse 20 we find that Jacob
served seven years for Rachel, chapter 29 | beg your pardon, chapter 29 and verse 20: 'Jacob served se
years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few ftaythe love he had to her'. That's one of the most
beautiful verses in the whole of the Bible, they seemed but a few days for the love that he had for her. Or
writer said: ‘Love has the power of making a rough road easy and a long wait short'. Yopieg ymu've

got to love one another, and you've got to love the Lord to be marbetlook at this: he worked seven
years for Leah! He was deceived, and he worked as asked to work another seven years fotHeaobielt

is this: he was willing to dd@! You can fall in love and have the greatest romance, love at first sight if that
even exists, you can have all that, you can have both families enjoying the partner that you have chosen, |
whether you like it or not it's got to be worked at! It's igobe worked at. If you're not prepared to work at it,
don't enter into it! If you truly love your partner you'll stick with them.

Now we know all too well, to our own detriment, that it doesn't always work out for some. It takes two to
tango, it takeswo to work at it, doesn't it? Maybe one partner doesn't want to work at it, and some people
like Jacob have been gravely deceived, and if you can put it like this: the person that they thought they we
marrying turned out to be different from the persbaytactually married! He thought he was marrying
Rachel, it turned out to be Leah, and he was disappoitiede are so many people that are disappointed, so
many people suffering, and what a test it is for a child of God to be married to a monsteu Rooyw
something? No matter what end some marriages come to, I'm no judge and jury but I'll tell you this: fol
many a man or a woman, they are in God's school of suffering even in their marriage! Many a Christiat
quietly goes through a turbulent time iteating marriage.

Then we move on and we find that God leads him through that hardship of working at love, and he come
thirdly again to chapter 32 that we read together at the beginning of our meeting. | think that this is the
pinnacle of Jacob's lifefdaith, because he comes to the point where he becomes a triumphant wrestler. Ug
to now he had got most things in his life by stealing them or supplanting them, just as his name means. |
has deceived people into taking their birthright, he has deceamuleinto taking inheritance, he has been
clutching and supplanting and twisting to get the blessing of God, but God was going to tell him in chapte
32:'lt is impossible to get my true blessing by wriggling into it, it's not taken by guile but itskglkgace’'.

Jacob becomes, in chapter 32, the man who God had to break in order to bless.

This is the turning point in his life, and | want you to see five things under this heading. First: his position in
verse 24, his position. It says that Jacob leisalone. Now, my friends tonight, the way of blessing is often

a hard road, it's often a lonely road. Great men of God and women of God have had to walk a lonely path
pain at times, lonely early in the morning in prayer, alone in their zeal whehitieen of God around them

had no concern and only indifference, the lonely doctrinal stand for the truth. Whatever it may be, it might be
a lonely suffering on your own with rane to cry upon, but it is only those who God can seek to detach from
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the wold that are detached enough for them to lay hold upon God and for God to lay hold upon them. My
friends tonight, | say to you if you're suffering: let us go therefore unto him who is without the camp, bearing
his reproach. Let us follow John the Baptist, lis follow Elijah, let us follow our Lord Jesus Christ who
suffered lonely there on lonely Golgotha's Hill, but He was there!

His position was alone. Secondly we see his prayer. There are three things about his prayer, first his postt
in verse 24: havrestled. The Lord Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount: 'Strive to enter into the kingdom,
strive to go through the narrow door'. We read of the Lord in Luke 22, being in agony in Gethsemane, H
prayed in agony. Ephesians 6, Paul says: 'We wrestle aotsadglesh and blood, but against principalities
and powers'. Hebrews 5 talks about the Lord praying in Gethsemane: "Who with prayers, with strong cryin
and tears, cried unto God who was able to save him from death'. | don't know what you're goirtg throug
tonight, but if you're going through pain I'm sure there are times that you've cried unto God, you've wrestle
in God's presence in prayer. But see how his prayer turned out in verse 25, it came to the breaking of the d:
he wrestled all night, his praywas prevailing. | want you to see tonight that in our wrestling with pain and
trial and tribulation, God is putting us through these things so that He can see whether we are trusting Hir
whether we are hoping in Him alone.

It's very interesting that &see in verse 25, | believe that this was Christophany, an appearance of the Lorc
Jesus Christ before He was manifest in flesh at Bethlehem, | believe it was Him who was wrestling witt
Jacob. As He was wrestling, it says in verse 25, when He saw thaet#slgd not against himnow that
doesn't mean that He couldn't beat him, but when He saw that Jacob was so intense and that he w
determined to prevail with God as he wrestled Him, it was then that He touched his leg. Child of God going
through pain toight, listen: pain persevered will always bring forth blessing, always. You can see it in the
natural realm, in childbirth and the travail of it, and then a beautiful baby is born. You can see it with the
painstaking efforts of an artist, and the pictisr@ainted. You can see it in the farmer toiling and sowing in
the field week after week, month after month, but eventually there's a great harvest reaped. You can see
with the composer with all the little notes, and scrapes and thoughts that hecbagite up, but at the end
there's a great symphony of beautiful music that comes into fruition from his hard work. God says to you
child going through turmoil tonight, "The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh
Him. Let us no be weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not. Why art thou
downcast, O my soul? Hope thou in God, for thou shall yet praise Him'.

He was prevailing and he was persistent, for in verse 26 he said: 'I'm not going to let yuill ymubless

me'. Oh, there's so much negativism about in Christianity today! Can | encourage you: in your pain and i
your trials, in your torment be positive, hang in there! Have faith in God and be a prevailer and not a
pessimist, and trust Him!

There was his position: alone; his prayer; and then there was his pain, for the Lord Jesus touched his thi
and it went out of joint. | believe that speaks to us of brokenness, | believe the Lord is saying: 'If I've got tc
bless you, Jacob, I've got to Bkeyou'. The path to blessing is brokenness, and how you get through your
pain, and how you get through your trial and your sickness and your sorrow, is determined and depends up
how you look at it! That's the bottom line. If you say: 'My life's out@fitool, this shouldn't have happened

to me. Why is God allowing this to happen? God mustn't love me at all if He's allowing this to come into my
life!". If you look at it like that, you'll never prevail and you'll never have blessings out of your sourbiiv, b

you look at the thing and say: 'This is the hand of God, | don't understand it but | know that God's hand he
planned it and | will trust His hand! He's allowing this for my good, He will turn what seeks to harm me into
my everlasting joy!".

You knaw, the things that we often resist coming into our difa fact, | would say everything that comes
into our life- is allowed by God. It mightn't be God's hand doing it, it might be like Job, it's Satan but it is
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allowed by the sovereign councils andlwil God. My friend, look at it like that! Jacob was never the same
again after he was broken, after he was touched and became out of joint. Look at verse 31, it says from tt
day on he halted upon his thigh, he had a limp and men could see that theJaetfo had been broken and
weakened. Others could see that he had a touch from God, and we read in the book of Hebrews that at
end of his days he was leaning upon his staff worshipping-Gooken, but God broke him to bless him!
God put His signate on him by breaking him. One writer says: 'The sinew of self must shrink’. I'm led to
believe that two horses pulling together cannot pull a sinew apart, and sometimes there are things in our liv
that cannot be broken by any other measure than byapairsuffering. Let me tell you that meeting with
God on this level, like Jacob, it doesn't just affect your opinions and your doctrines, it changes who you are
and God said: "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel’, and he was changed!

In verse32 we see that the change not only affected him personally and his name, but it affected the whol
nation, for from that day on until this book of Genesis was written they never ate of the sinew of an animal
It affected a whole generation for God, onenfeaébrokenness and the testimony of God through it! I'll tell
you this: old Jacob was sensitive to the touch of God every day after that day. Then there's his power in ver
28, God told him: 'You've power with God and with men'. He knew his God, he had gaow his God,

like David who was a man after God's own heart, like Abraham last week who was called the friend of God
and listen tonight you who are going through triathey got to know their God in the crucible of pain! That

is what Paul meant ken he said: "That | might know Him, and the power of His resurrection’, don't stop
there, 'and the fellowship of His sufferingsind if you don't have the fellowship of suffering you'll not be
made conformable to His image!

Then there was his prize: ®el, in verse 29 'For | have seen God face to face'. Do you know what the plan
of God is in your pain tonight? That you might see Him faeface! That you might be brought nearer! Oh,

I've so much to say to you. You know, his troubles didn't stogethkeanything they maybe got greater
because he became a troubled parent in chapter 34, 35 and 38. Dinah was defiled by Shechem, and
remember Levi and Simeon, Jacob's sons, went out and tricked they said: "You can marry our
daughters if you getircumcised’, and the day after they got circumcised they knew they weren't capable
fighting, so they all went together and murdered the whole lot of them! Two of his sons became murderer:
Reuben committed an incestuous act of adultery with Bilhah, 3acob'’cubine. Then we find Judah
committed adultery with Tamar who was disguised as a prostibgg, his problems were only starting, the
pain caused by his children. We find then that his loved ones began to die, he was a tragic mourner, he Ic
his wife Rachel, his beloved, in childbirth. He buries his father in chapter 37, Isaac. Later on we find that he'
parted from his only beloved son, the one he loved the most, Joseph. He is told by the rest of the brothers tl
he was killed, and they bring hisat of many colours back covered in blood. Can you see the pain that this
man went through in his life?

Give me a minute or two, please. This man, he knew no sun without rain, he knew no joy without sorrow, nt
peace without pain. Do you remember when gbseas in Egypt, and he asked for Benjamin to come? Do
you remember that? You remember Joseph was testing his brothers, and trying to bring them to a knowled
of what they had done to him. In Genesis 42 and verse 36 it says this: ‘Jacob their fath@o shigin, Me

have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all the:
things are against me'. All these things are against me! Do you feel like that? I'll tell you this, he didn't know
the end of the stg! He didn't know that the one who was taking away his children was the one in Egypt who
would feed his children in the famine, because it was his own son! He didn't know, but as far as he wa
concerned all these things were against him. My friend, hgwdgsng these outward things but he didn't
realise that God was for him, for He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob! And the miracle of it all is
He's our God tonight! The miracle is: He is for us! All things work together for good because Hesis for u
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Now come with me as we close, for in Genesis d0n't turn to it- | can see this old man's pale, ashen, wax
face, | can see the furrows of worry on his brow from the life of pain and trial and turmoil and torment that
he has been caused. It has baepugh road, it's been a road of failure, a road of sin. In Genesis 49 it says
that he's about to take his last breath, and he plumps down on the bed, his head bangs against the headb
and he swings his feet into the bed, and he sighs for the lddhemord of God says this: 'When Jacob had
made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and:
gathered unto his people'. A life of pain, trial, turmoil, tragedy, but like Abraham he died in tthe fai
Hallelujah! Whatever you're going through, child tonight, you'll die in the faith! Oh, no wonder we can sing:

'Oh, that will be

Glory for me,

When by His grace

| shall look on His face'.

That will be glory for me. If you didn't believe in gracdl,let you believe in it now, eh? When you look at a
man like Jacob, he sighs his last and he's absent from the body, present with the Lord.

Father, we can say with an old slave trader: 'Tis grace hath led me safe thus far, and grace will lead n
home'. lather, we take great courage and strength from the fact that Thou art willing and able and glad to ca
Thyself the God of Jacob, and we thank Thee that Thou too are the God of our salvation. Father, we pray f
those going through turmoil and trial, thhey may see the hand of God in it all, and that they may allow
God to bless them in it, and that they may see the face of Christ in foalbne day we will see Him face
to-face, and oh that will be glory, be glory for me. Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Wokeébruary 2002
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtbword.com
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agrwONE

Life Journey of Jacob' last week, this week we seek to look at 'The Jeopardy of Jdkeph'
danger that Joseph faced right throughout his whole life. We don't have one specific reading thi:
evening because there's so much ground to cover right from chapter 37 to chaptes whole life story
spans the great majority of the book of Genesisw&b be looking at little passages and little verses as we
go through this great study this evening, so please do bear with me.

We've looked in the weeks that have gone by at 'The Agonies of Abraham’, we've looked at 'The

| know that this life story of Joseph is one that is very familiar to you all. We've heard it from the very
earliest age, if w've been brought up in a Christian home and in a Christian environment. We've been tc
Sunday School perhaps, and the children's meeting, and we've heard the great wonderful stories of this nr
called Joseph, and all the trials and problems that he wenigtn and how God went through them with
him. Often familiarity with these Bible stories or Sunday School tales can bring distance in our hearts tha
prevents us applying these spiritual truths to our lives. It's like the singing of hymns, we candeaoifth

by heart, so much so that the spiritual truths and depths of them don't really sink down deep into our soul. I
always a good thing to sing a hymn as if it's the first time we're singing it, looking at the words, and it's the
same as we read thrgluthe Bible stories that God has given us.

There are so many things to teach us in the story and the life of Joseph tonight that | don't want us to mi
any of them. | want the teaching and the principles and the precepts that God has laid downan'shige

to really come home to us, | want us to take them and to apply them individually to our lives and to the
things that we face within them. But of course, these things are written for our learning, but as we go into th
New Testament we realiseaththese things, on many occasions, in the Old Testament are typical teachings
of our Lord Jesus. They're pictures, they're paintings if you like, that are pointing forward to the Lord Jesu:
Christ who would come one day and would be the ultimate marrm@ivs®and acquainted with grief. As we

go through this | don't want you just to apply these truths to yourself, but | want you to see our lovely Lord
Jesus, and to see the great implications in Joseph's life that point towards His life.

As we look at thischapter, chapter 37, it's springtime in the plain of Dothan. To the south of the plain of
Dothan there are the mountains of Samaria, and to the north there are the mountains of Gilboa. Standing |
in the middle, on one of those lower ranges of the morglenountains, you can almost see from a height
little black dots against the green grass of the plain. Those little black dots are the tents of Jacob, Jacob tt
great man of God that we were thinking of last wetie father of Israel, his name was bad, of course,

to Israel, and his twelve sons became the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel. There those little tents al
Jacob and his wives and his sons, and they're feeding the flocks, they're tending the flocks on the plain
Dothan. All of a sdden, as you survey that great scene, like a rainbow darting out of the darkness on :
cloudy day, this tall, dark, handsome young man in a multicoloured coat catches your eye. It is Joseph.
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You will know from life's experience, and even from the readihthe word of God, that love sees afar off.
Love sees afar off, you read the story of the Prodigal Son and you can see there that the father saw his ¢
returning to him, it says, a great way off. The love that was in the father's heart for the pradigalised

him, after seeing him afar off, to run after him, to put his arms round him and to kiss him on the neck. Bu
you know, love is not the only thing that sees afar off, for in verse 19 of this chapter we find these words
'‘And they said one to anah Behold, this dreamer comettiiate also sees afar off. Hate for one when you
see him coming, and we see here in the brothers of Joseph, they see him coming: 'Behold, the drean
comes- they see him with the eye of envy, the eye of hate, and invbie you can just hear that jealousy
toward their chosen, blessed, beloved brother.

Everyone loves a dreamer, isn't that true? This world loves people with great imagination, you can see it |
the whole Disney empire today, and the great movies thabeing produced with computer graphics.
Everybody loves a dreamer, but it's oh so different being a dreamer for God. Joseph was a dreamer f
Jehovah. This is a wonderful story, and one of the reasons why it's so popular even in our secular world, a
peope make movies about it, is because it contains all of the elements efnliégy things that you go
through and | will go through within our life's experience. You have ambition of a striving young man;
you've got great dreams, aspirations and hopesyg/@ot love; you've got sorrow, envy, hatrdédmptation

is at the centre of the plot. You've got lust, revenge, suffering, sin, and fighting. Great passions righ
throughout this story that we find right throughout our individual lives.

One thing it taches us, friends tonight, is that this book before us may be thousands upon thousands of yee
old, but it never ever becomes irrelevargnd man, no matter what the church today says, or psychology
today says, or anthropologists say, man never chafgesi age to age he is the same, he has still the same
joys, still the same sorrows and problems and obstacded what a joy it is for us this evening to take a
man like Joseph, to look at his life story, to look at the jeopardy that is threaded nogigihtbut it all, and to

see within ourselves the same problems, the same trials, oy be to God to see the same Lord who

will bring us through them all. To know that what men, women, organisations, systems, may think toward u:
for evil, that God an mean it for good.

So the jeopardy in Joseph's life starts with your first point on your sheet: alienation, then persecution, an
then desertion right throughout chapter 37. Joseph was a dreamer, and his dreams alienated him from
brethren- his broters hated him for it. Now you remember, we don't have time to look at them in any detail,
but you remember the extraordinary dreams that he had. One of his dreams was that the sheaves of
brothers that they had gathered in from the fields after cuttiegn down, that all those eleven sheaves
bowed down to his one sheaf. In another dream he saw the sun and the moon and eleven stars all bow
down and bringing obeisance to Joseph. He was sharing, with great excitement, these dreams with |
brothers- and they absolutely detested him! They resented it, that he should proudly come and dictate an
declare how God in some way had chosen him above his brethren.

Jacob even rebuked his beloved son for doing it, but | believe, probably, deep down in hisutwe keew

that this son was special, this son was chosen, this son was blessed from God, and that God was giving |
these special dreams. You know, just before we go any further tonight, | want you to see that doseph
though perhaps he dealt withese dreams wrongly and he shared them with his brothers perhaps in an
ostentatious, proud, puffagh way- you've got to see tonight that right at the beginning of Joseph's walk he
was a dreamer. Now, | don't mean an idle dreamer that sits in the aladsaking into space or looking out

the window, I'm talking about a man who had a vision. This man's vision was from God, it was a prophetic
vision, it was a vision for the glory of God in his life, and the testimony and the witness of God to shine
throughout him.

Of course, you know, | hope you know, that the word of God teaches that without a vision the people peris!
Without a vision the people perish, and that's not just talking about those who are not saved, it's talking abo
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everybody. If you don'have a vision in life, and to us in our spiritual life, you will perish, you will starve.
Clarence McCartney, a great preacher on character studies, says this about Joseph the dreamer, listen to tl
words: 'Our dreams are the golden ladders by whicltling to heavenly places. They are the mountain
peaks of vision, whence we see afar off the country toward which we travel. They are the lantern by whos
light we pass safely through the dark valley. They are the inner flame that gives us strengthgntbener

the struggle. They are the tvenlged sword by which we cleave the steaming head of the dragon of
temptation and leave him dying at our feet'.

Now, what we're talking about tonight is not dreams from God that we have in the night as we have our hee
upon our pillow, but how we are applying it generally to ourselves, | would say, has to be the word of God
The word of God is our vision, the word of God is our dream, our hope, our aspiration. All the promises, the
great and precious promises that tedlof a home in heaven, that tell us of the glory that is laid out before us
in our heavenly promised land, all of that must be what we take from God to be our vision. But the irony of i
all is this: just like in the life of Joseph, our vision, our dreawgn the word of God can be the very thing
that alienates us from our brethren. It can be the very thing that causes enmity in our families, among o
friends, in the workplace, in even the community, and sometimes sadly in the church of Jesus Christ.

Now, let me say before | go on any further: if you're here tonight and you were brought up in a Christian
home, praise God for it! Thank the Lord for it! Oh, when you're going through those teenage years, perhar
you sometimes curse it because you can'tagety with the things that others get away withut | hope

you're old enough now, and mature enough to look back in faith and see that God's hand of blessing w
there that you didn't have opposition in the home for your walk with Christ and your tes@maérsharing

the Gospel. They didn't look down on you for opening the Bible, or singing, or praying. The fact that you
thank God for it, there's a whole lot of other peopf@obably more- and they don't know what that is,
they've never known what thit In fact, they know more the words of the Lord Jesus Christ when He said:

'l have not come into this world to bring peace, but to bring a sword, to bring war. | am come to set a man :
variance against his father, and a daughter against her mothéngatalightem-law against her mothen-

law, and a man's foes shall be they of his own household'. This is eternal truth, you can't dispensationali
this tonight, because what we see in the life of Joseph is exactly the same in hundreds of beksver's li
where they have enmity at home, they're alienated, they don't feel any longer part of their family becaus
they've been converted.

It's easy for us who have been brought up in a Christian environment to forget about those people, to thir
that theydon't even exist. That alienation that can come into a family or into a home or into a life, that
alienation usually grows to become persecution. When these people that you've become alienated from bet
to persecute you, that's what you find in this pgssdhey didn't just say: 'That boy's a weirdo, just ignore
him. We'll get on with our stuff, and let him dream away', but it moved on to where they were grabbing him,
they were taking him, and they were putting him down a pitd if it wasn't for Reuberthey would have

killed him!

Alienation leads to persecution, and then persecution leads to desertion for they went away and they did
listen to his cries for help. They walked away, they went back to Jacob, they brought his lovely colourec
coat, theycovered it in animal's blood and they said: "We think that a beast has got him, we think he's dead
Some of you know what I'm talking about. You're the only one in the home, you're the only one in the
marriage- your partner, your spouse is not convertatbn't what that's like, but I imagine it must be a great
turmoil and a great burden. I'm not saying there's not love in the relationship, but the trial that that must be
the hardship, the turmoil. Maybe it's the work environment: you're the only i@hristthe office, or the

only Christian in the class at university or school. Maybe it's even in a church! You're a dreamer for God, bt
nobody else seems to be thinking the thoughts that you're thinking, everybody else is downcast, discourage
but you'e wanting them to go onwards and upward!
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Men with a dream for God have always been persecuted, that's why the Lord warned His disciples that the
would be. In this very land in which we live, and in Scotland and in England, and right across Europe, no
many hundred years ago the Reformers were persecuted, they were beheaded, they were burned at the ste
why? Because they had a dream for God, they saw all of a sudden by faith under the Holy Spirit's influenc
that justification was by faith alone. Theied for it. Look what happened to Joseph: they saw this dreamer
coming afar off, they said: '‘Come now', verse 20, 'therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some p
and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see whatoeitiédbef his dreams'.
'Wipe Martin Luther out, and we'll see what will become of his dreams! Wipe Zwingli out, wipe John Huss
and John Wycliffe out! We will see what will happen to their dreams!'. My friend, listen, if you have a vision
for God like Joseplyou've got to be prepared to have men pull you down when you stand up with your
vision. If you're not prepared to suffer for your vision you might as well forget about dreaming about
anything.

That story of William Carey is most poignant, isn't it? A BstpChurch in England had got themselves into
such a hypefalvinistic quagmire that they didn't even go out and preach the Gospel any more. All of a
sudden this young cobbler had a heart for souls, to win them in India. He stands to his feet amongf a room
what he thinks are godly, old, mature men and he says: 'l want to go and tell these people in India that Jes
died for them and that they need to be converted by the grace of God'. And they said: 'Sit down, young ma
if God will convert the heathen Hegill do it without your help!. He had a vision, and he suffered for his
vision, but he was the first man in the modern era to take the Gospel to India.

Joseph, we will see tonight, remained faithful to his dream. All the circumstances that camelifgphas

didn't let them deter him from the dreams that he had in his youth. Maybe you're alienated tonight, mayb
you're persecuted and maybe all your dream is is trying to follow this book is closely as you can in your life
in your home life, in yourdmily, in your school, in the workplace. | know that there are many homes now in
our modern era, even Christian homes, and they have been smitten by this plague of divorce and desertion
this age you can get divorced and your spouse has no say insoeter, it's just something comes through

the post! Desertion: somebody gets up and leaefather, a mother, a husband, a witbe children are

left, and this phenomenon is here! Young men and young women left on their own. Many undergc
persecutiorand desertion and alienation of every type, and my friend if you're going through that in any
shape or form, can | tell you: you've got good company with Joseph, but praise God Almighty you've go
better company in the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. | nevewdired of reading this verse that I'm going to
bring to you tonight, | never grow tired of preaching upon it. Listen to this, soul in alienation, persecution
and desertion: 'You have not got a high priest who cannot be touched with the feelings ofiyuities’,

why? '‘Because he was in all points tested as you are, yet he remained -shdéishijah! Praise God, we

don't just have a Saviour that saves from sin, but we have a Saviour that knows what the sinner goes throu
He wasn't subject to infnities, but He made Himself a little lower than the angels that He might taste death
for every man.

My friends tonight, this is who Isaiah called the Man of sorrows, do you know why He was the Man of
sorrows? Because He was alienated, He was perseantdje was deserted! 'He is despised, rejected of
men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. Wible Jewish people'hid our face from Him'. 'He came

unto His own', John said, 'and His own received Him not'. The Lord spoke of His own desertion anc
persecution in one of His parables: 'This is the heir, come let us kill him and the inheritance shall be ours
Joseph's brothers said it, the Lord Jesus' brethren in Israel said it, and they caught Him and they cast H
out, and they slew Him, and they matftHis raiment among them just like Joseph's brothers did. Joseph's
brother sat and watched him in the pit, and sitting down there the Roman soldiers watched Him there.

Joseph's brothers sold him to the Gentiles, Judas sold our Lord Jesus for 30 neeaslyfsilver to the

Romans- the Gentiles. Joseph was innocent, but my friend the Lord Jesus Christ was separate from sil

undefiled- not just blameless, but spotless. The Lamb of God, the Son of God, the perfect Lord Jesus Chri:
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- what a suffering Saour we have! Don't cringe at the sufferings of Joseph, look to your Lord Jesus and see
that one righteous as He went under greater suffering. Know that in all your pangs that rend the heart, tl
loving Saviour has a part. Satan meant it for evil, you rebee that we have titled this series 'As Sparks
Flying Upward' from the book of Job, and you remember that Job didn't know what was going on in heaver
God said, jibing Satan, 'There's not a man like Job in all the earth. Look at him!'. He says: 'Abf a lot
nonsense', he says, ‘any man will follow You, God, if You bless him. Do You think that Job follows You for
nothing? He's following You for what he gets out of You. You're blessing him in abundance, his family, his
flock, his riches but just You touclhnim, God, skin for skin. Then You'll see who's his God'.

‘Touch him and his vision will disappear’, that was Satan's philosophy. 'Touch him, make him suffer, and hi
dream for God, his vision after God, his seeking after God will go. The same thingnedppdoseph's life,

and the same thing happened in our Lord Jesus' life. It was the kiss of a friend that betrayed Him, bt
hallelujah He still went on to Calvary for your and my redemption. He was betrayed in the house of His
friends, but He set His faas a flint to go to Jerusalem for yowhat a wonderful Saviour!

Alienation, persecution, desertion, and then we see that it moves on to temptation in chapter 39. After h
brothers throw him into a pit they decide that they'll sell him to Midianitechamtmen. The Midianite
merchantmen take poor young Joseph down to Egypt. There's a captain of the guard who's walking up a
down the line of slaves in the market, and he likes the look of Joseph, and he puts his hand on him and
takes him home to thgalace. Potiphar was his hame, the captain of the guard, probably meaning the hea
chief bodyguard in the royal palace. He's a member of the proud aristocracy, he's a rich man, he probak
lived in a magnificent home. | can just imagine that young slayenatking down the great driveway, then

the great corridors of the buildings of that great palace, palm trees lining the way, the great Sphinx arour
him of Egypt, giant walls decorated with hieroglyphics and beautiful colourful paintings. There hdlis in a
that splendour and dignity, but he is a young man who's alone, a young man who has been deserted by
brothers, his friends. He's away from his father, and how lonely he must have felt in a land of a differen
people, with a different colour of skinjith a different tongue that he could not understand, and I'm sure for
young Joseph it was an eashattering time but do you know something? You see what he's gone through
already, that would be enough for us-alldoubt that some of us would evervbagone through thatbut

take great joy tonight in the second verse of chapter 39: 'The Lord was with Joseph'.

He was with him. He was with Joseph. Older versions of the Bible say this, and I'm not necessarily goin:
along with it, but it's very interéag - you know, and I've told you before, that the definitions of words
change year after year even now in our modern éandreds of years ago one of the translations of this
verse was this: 'The Lord was with Joseph and he was a lucky fellow' Dikgdhat one? 'He was a lucky
fellow It doesn't mean luck in the sense that we mean it today, chance. It means that he had a Midas touc
everything he touched in the palace seemed to turn to gold, everything seemed to go for him, it seemed to
well. He had success, and it followed him like a shadow. He was promoted in that household, not from
slave, but he was moved up the ladder and he became in charge of the whole household. He was approac
to untangle every knot, every mess that came alonggemolitics and the domestics of the home, he was
asked to untie it. Why? Because the Lord was with Joseph.

Now how come all this happened? OK, the Lord was with him, but let me tell you two things why this
happened. Not just because the Lord was with bumthe implications of what happened in his life because
the Lord was with him. The first thing was this: he might have been stripped of his coat, he might have bee
alienated, persecuted and deserted, but the fact of the matter is he couldn't ee sfrlpp character. His

coat was taken off him, but he still has his character. He's in the slave house, he's doing all the dirty wor
but he's working because he's not working for Potiphar, he's not working because he's obliged to, he
working becaus¢hat's where God led him, that's where God called him, and that's what he would do.
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As he said to his brothers later in life, as he stood before them as a great Egyptian dignitary, and we'll get
it later, he said to them there in chapter 45 and ver%gds did send me before you to preserve life'. Right
throughout his life, from beginning to end, he had this ethos: '‘God has sent me here'. When he was in Jaco
tents as a young boy doing all his chores around the house he lived unto God, when beeslassma slave

into Potiphar's house he still lived unto God. Oh, that brings home the words of the Psalmist: 'l will bless th
Lord at all times, His praise will continually be in my mouth'. Do you remember David? Oh, his faithful
mighty men and his arms, but there was one point in David's life when he became greatly distressed, why?
Because the people spoke of stoning him. Their family had all be taken away from Ziklag, and it's alrigh
when you have friendsbut blood is thicker than water, and attimoment they were picking up the stones,
perhaps even bending over, and David was distressed. The people were grieved at him, and every man for
sons, for his daughters, but listen: 'David encouraged himself in the Lord'! It doesn't say he wassedist

but it says that when he became distressed he decided: 'I'll encourage myself in the Lord'.

How often do we let our circumstances dictate our disposition? How often, come on now, are we blowr
about by everything like chaff in the wind? When sonmgtltomes into our life we let it move our feelings,

our emotions, and therefore our spiritual state suffers, our faith waxes and wanes. When the sun shines we
rejoicing, but when the storm comes we despair. We say, like the disciples in the preskadeoad Jesus
Himself: 'Do You not care that we perish?'. | tell you, this is some commentary, isn't it, on the words of the
apostle Paul? 'l have learned in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content'.

The second thing was, not just that he wapsd of his coat but they couldn't strip him of his character, but
the Lord made all that he had to prosper. That's what it says in verse 5: 'Joseph found grace in his maste
sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, artchallhde he put into his hand.

And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, tl
the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake'. He didn't just bless him, He blessed everyhc
round him!He becomes the steward of this house, verse 6: 'He left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and
knew not ought he had', he didn't even take care of it, he trusted him so much that he didn't even know wh
was going on, because this man was such a goedbpp and welfavoured.

But there are great tests in every character's life that we have come across yet. The first great test w
Abraham taking his son, his only son, Isaac up to Mount Moriah and going to sacrifice him. Last week Jaco
was wrestling wh that angel, that Christophany, the Lord Jesus Chiistvasn't just an angel, it was the

Lord Jesus manifest. Here we have Joseph's great test, Joseph's great turning point, the making or
breaking of this man of God. You find, | hope you're sgdiras you come through these studies, that times

of great blessing are often times of great testing. Now please note, verse 11 says: 'lt came to pass about
time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the enbousfetithere
within'. This was a golden opportunity to take this temptation, there was nobody around him, nobody can se
him only the eye of God, and we're not conscious to that half the tomeas far as he was concerned there
was nobody who knew whae was going to do, this was a widthed temptation from the devil.

It was likely that she wouldn't declare her shame, she wasn't going to tell her husband that she was having
affair with this young man. She came, it's Potiphar's wife I'm sure yow,kshe came and the Bible says
that she persisted day after day after day, saying: '‘Come, lie with me, come, lie with me'. Jacob last wee
listened to his mother's temptation to dupe his father, Isaac, to take the blessing. You remember we hec
that afte the first command that she told him to go out and get a calf he didn't listen, but after the secon
voice of temptation he went. We're so like that. But for Joseph it was day after day after day after day, bt
yet Joseph stood firm! This is a great refnment for me | can tell you, because in this world that we live in
and, young people, | have a great sympathy for you and what you're being bombarded with in your worls
through the media, through the internet, through magazines and newspapers aaddbilbot we, as
Christians who are saved by grace, just sinners, we can almost say that there are certain things in our li
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certain pet sins, and they're impossible to resist! We sort of get it into our head that our body can't cope wi
them, that wgust have to give in to them, and we almost sympathise with people when they fall into sin.
Now, of course, we are to put our arm around people and we are to mark that but for the grace of God we ¢
and we're to mark that we too can fall into the samel@mmation. But as a child of God with the Holy
Ghost of God in his breast, there is no excuse for sin!

We can learn from Joseph, I'll tell you, it's a great refreshmesy? Because we learn that he stood his
ground and he said to this woman: 'Theraase greater in this house than I', verse 9, 'neither hath he kept
back any thing from me but thee’, he tries to reason with her, 'because thou art hid'mifiel charge of

this place, your husband has been so good to me, and you're his wife'.daysh& he ultimate reason why

| can't lie with you: how can | do this great wickedness, and sin against God?'. You see, you can't reason wi
sin, all you can do is run away. Listen, young person, | don't know what you're going through tonight, bu
maybethe temptations today you feel are too strong, they're too hard, and you're too young to resist then
We seem to get ourselves into this mentality that certain sins are an unavoidable necessity, and ev
Christian teachers are telling that today and wgiiinin books, preaching it from the pulpit: ‘'There are just
things that you have to put up with today in the life of the Christiisten to God's word! Listen: 'There

hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man'. You're nothing dpaialou're going
through all men have gone through, but God is faithfabd is a faithful God who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able, but He will with the temptation make a way of escape. What does it mea
He'll not make the temation too heavy that you can't hold up underneath it. He'll give you a fire exit, that
when your whole body, bosom and mind is on fire with temptation He'll make you able to bear it! Don't you
listen to the lie of the devil, the lie of this world, that ywave to give in. Here is a successful young man in

a foreign land, nobody's near him that he knows, he's in a palace, he's in a secret place, this woman
offering it to him on a plate: but he resisted! I'm glad this story's in the Bible: he couldtrasdthe did

resist it, he could overcome and he did overcome, he could be pure and he was pure and chaste before (
and before men.

Now this doesn't mean you lead yourself into temptation and you stare the devil out to test how this reall
works, thatdoesn't mean that. The Lord teaches us to pray: 'Lead us not into temptation’, and therefore w
ought not to lead ourselves into temptation. How do we know it? In verse 12 it says he took to his heels ar
he fled. As F. B. Meyer says, 'lt's better to Igear coat than to lose your conscience'. We are taught to run
from sin, not stare it outfor if we stare it out, it will master us. We're told to run from it. The angel said to
Lot and his wife as they were going out of Sodom, listen: 'Escape foiféhjolbk not behind thee, neither

stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed'. Don't look behind you! If yo
really know your own weakness as a sinner, when you're faced with temptation flee from all appearance «
it!

| told you before of the tragic story of the evangelist who used to go down to a beach, | think it was in Miami
in the United States, and speak to the prostitutes about Christ. He said this, terrible testimony: 'l went dow
to win them, and they won me'. We'vk lzeen at the place where we've stared temptation too long in the
face and temptation has got the better of us. Can | say to you tenightnot going to get through
everything but let me get through this greater than Joseph is here. Christ, in IMait chapter 4, was
tempted like us but listen, He was not tempted in the same way asmg/? I'll tell you why, James 1:14:
'Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed’. We're tempted, if | can say it's
bit like metal that's drawn to a magnet. If the metal is you, right? The magnet is the sin. Your natural make
up, like the metal, is naturally attracted to the magiyeiu're naturally drawn to itbut there was no sinful
nature in our Lord Jesus Christ. Do you get iE?whs tempted from without, we are tempted from without,
but we have a compulsion from within that meets that temptation from without, and He didn't have it.

There are people who preach the word of God, there are people who write boolk=iled@vangeal
Christianity, and | don't know how they do it or how they find it, but they believe that our Lord Jesus Christ
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could have sinned! God forgive them! | think that is blasphemy. Let me show you how, and it should warn
your heart tonight, how Joseph'snigation was different from your Lord's temptation. Joseph and you and
me have to flee from it. When he tempts us, if we linger it gets the better of us, but in Matthew chapter 4 an
verse 11 after the devil had come to the Lord Jesus, who was fastiagst@ral 40 nights, and offered Him
bread: 'Man shall not live by bread alone'. Then he came to Him and told Him to cast Himself off the
mountain and the angels would give charge over him, but the Lord's word says: 'give charge over him i
God's ways', antlle wouldn't have been in God's ways if He had done that. Then he took Him to a pinnacle
on a high mountain and offered Him all the kingdoms of the world if He would just bow down and worship
him, and He said: 'Thou shalt worship the Lord God and Him drdit hou serve’ and the word of God
testifies: then the devil leaveth him! Hallelujah! He did not need to run away from the devil, the devil ran
away from Him!

Do you not see the difference? If you don't you're blind. Imagine, please, your Saviamlythen ever in

God's eye in humanity who had been born before God as God's Son, the only man ever that had lived
perfect life before God, the only man who had overcome the devil in the flesh, and all the works in His life,
in His death, and in His glmus resurrection. He's the only malet me tell you this: we major on the cross,

and rightly so because Paul says we're to boast in nothing but the cross, but let me tell you this, tf
righteousness of Christ's life is of as much importance for yai@nmption and salvation as His death is. For

if He had sinned once, and I'd say this: if He had one compulsion to sin, you're damned tonight! What a jo
for God to look at the birth of this child, and to look at the death of it, to see His glorious resuyitecsee

His ascension, to see Him coming through the gates of heaven with His own blood to sprinkle on the merc
seat and bring an entrance to you and to me. What aljbyell you this, this is the bit for uswhat a joy

that because of His vioty, because He made the devil run, you have the powleether you speak English,
French, Dutch, Germanto say this one word: 'No'! Is that not liberating? Because Jesus lived, because He
died, and because He rose again, you can say: 'No'.

Do you wantvictory over temptation? Well, you need to pull that sword out of the sheath that Joseph pulled
out. Do you know what's engraved on that sword? 'How can | do this great wickedness against the One wl
died for me?'. | couldn't find this hymn, | heard ittbe radio today, but do you know what the chorus was?
You can maybe refresh my memory: 'When Jesus comes the tempter's power is broken', isn't that wonderf
Next week we'll look at incarceration, as he goes to prison, recognition and glorification.b@okpeand

bring your study sheetsave us a bit of money and bring your sheet back with you next week!

Let's bow our heads, thank the Lord with me that no matter what befalls us in life we can say with Josept
'‘God is with me'. We thank the Lord that Has come in flesh to us, which He didn't to Joseph, and He's
gone to Calvary for us, and He's risen again, and He's exalted in heaven waiting for us. He can't wait until w
get there too. It's wonderful, isn't it? Let that soothe your heart tonight, wehateu're going through. They
might mean it for evil, but God has your good at heart.

Father, we just want to thank You tonight, we want to say that we love You because You first loved us
You've chosen us in Christ, and justified us, and Lord You'negg one day glorify us no matter what

we're going through in this life, Father, help us to look to the end and to see that one day it'll be far, fa
better, for we will be with the Lord Jesus forever. Thank You for this tonight, we pray that wekiit ta

with us and, Lord, that it'll help those that need helped, to the glory of Christ we pray, Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Worgbruary 2002
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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Sparks Flying Upward as Job says: 'Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward'. We've

looked at the agonies of Abraham, the life journey of Jacob, last week we took our first glimpse at
the jeopardy of Josephand | hope that you've got your study sheet from last week because we're continuing
at point three this evening, and God willing we'll be finishing it in our fourth study tonight.

N ow we're turning in our Bibles to Genesis chapter 40, andghosiri fourth study in our series 'As

Last week we travelled with Joseph, we began the journey of jeopardiimitin his father's dusty tents on

the plain of Dothan. Then we moved on with Joseph to Potiphar's magnificent palace, and as we've travell
with this young man Joseph we've felt his betrayal as his brothers threw him down into the pit, we've felt hi:
hurt as they sold him to Midianite merchantmen, we have shared his loneliness as he entered into a stran
land, a foreigner with a foreign language, foreign culture and customs. A young country boy slave dazzle
by the splendour of the royal bodyguard's sian. Then, as he has been in that house and climbed up the
status ladder of power, given charge over everything in Potiphar's house, we have felt the red blood
temptation pulsating through his conscience as Potiphar's wife propositions him anddaifsohethe plate

for him. Then, as we have seen the great stand that this young man takes, our spirits have rallied wi
approval and admiration as we hear Joseph's great words, Genesis 39 verse 9: 'How then can | do this g
wickedness and sin againGpbd?'. Out of the gloom of the darkness of temptation and sin, persecution,
alienation and desertion, we have segrst like his multicoloured coata rainbow of hope, to know that a

man with God can resist temptation, a man with God on his side cahfstaly on the victory side and

that has given us hope.

We have journeyed with Joseph, | think we've journeyed with him so closely and intimately and emotionally
simply because his journey is our journey too. But | hope also we have seen a greakesepa, | hope that

we have seen and we will see tonight the Man of sorrows acquainted with grief. What a journey of jeopard
Joseph went through in his life, last week we looked at his alienation from his family and his brothers, his
persecution from #m, his desertion of them when he was thrown down into the pit and later sold to those
Midianite merchantmen, and then his temptation in Potiphar's house.

Where we pick up this evening is where his temptation costs him, the consequences of resisting h
temptation and standing up for God, and standing up against Potipharsthéfs where we find him this
evening: incarcerated. He goes through this experience of imprisonment, incarceration, as we begin our stu
at chapter 40. Here we have the conseqgese of Joseph's faithfulness to God and indeed to his earthly
master. When we realise the passions that must have been in this young man's body and mind as he is offe
such a tempting proposition, we begin to realise the strength of character thattivas/oung man but as

we see the reaction of Potiphar's wife against Joseph we also realise what William Shakespeare meant wi
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he said: 'Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned'. Because she didn't get her way, and get what she wante
her gratificaton - you know the story and I'm not going to go through everything tonight like a Sunday
School teacher, you know the story, most of you. But you know that Joseph was falsely accused by th
woman of raping her, she was able to produce the coat that Jeftepther hand when he fled from sin and

left it behind him. Because of that he is thrown into prison.

Now the prisons in Joseph's day are not like the prisons tottegy're like the Hilton hotel todaybut
Joseph's prison was different. In chaptér if you look at verses 14 and 15, you'll read these words: 'But
think on me when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness, | pray thee, unto me, and make mention «
me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: For indeed | was stolen awdyhmutamd of the
Hebrews: and here also have | done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon'. Now literally in th
Hebrew language what he calls this prison is 'a miserable hole’, that's what it literally is in the Hebrew. '
have been put intdits miserable hole, and | don't deserve it'. | want you to imagine it tonight, what it must
have been like, this large gloomy dungearo windows, paved with cobblestones, black with filth, no light
getting in, no air or ventilation, no amenities to clgaarself, no separation from the other prisoners around
you - and all the day long you simply drag yourself from one corner of the cell to the other because of the
fetters that are round your feet and round your hands. This young man has cascadeddlienoaster
emotionally, spiritually and physically, and he now finds himself in a miserable hole.

Many-a-time - | don't know about you but as a Christian, when you take your stand, men disregard you
because of the truth that you stand up for. Josepk a stand and men ostracised him, men relegated him
and put him into oblivion, but the teaching of this book and the teaching of Joseph's story is this: what does
matter? What does it matter if your brothers turn away from you? What does it matierelbody else's

wife turns on you? What does it matter if God is for you? This is the message that we've got to get into ot
minds and into our hearts in the lessons that Joseph brings to us in our modern day and age, it is this:
matter what happenedskph, God was with Joseph! God was with Joseph in prison.

When we go into the New Testament we find that the apostle Paul, now think about this for a moment, thi
great apostle, this great man who gave birth to so many souls spiritually speaking, miedfgso many
churches and tended the churches, and poured his whole life out in care of the churches, he says on
occasion: 'All those in Asia have forsaken me'. Now quantify that in your mind for a moment, every single
believer and church in Asia hagrbed their back on the apostle Paul! Imagine that! Yet Paul was able to say
again: 'Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me'. What does it matter if everyone turns their back on you-
What does it matter? As Paul could reckon in the book of the Roma@&odlfis for us, who can stand
against us?'.

Now there are many of us, especially as Christians, who are incarcerated by the opinions of others and |
their estimation of you. | think this is so applicable, especially in evangelical circles and wheahisadied
fundamentalist circles, where the grace that we have in our lives and the liberty wherewith we are to stand
that Christ has bought for us through His blood, we are robbed of it by the fact that we're looking over ou
shoulders because of whae think seandso will think of us- his estimation of usand we're incarcerated

by fear, and the fear of man bringeth a snare. We're not talking about biblical teaching, we ought to be afra
of breaking biblical principles and laws, we ought to wakkt tharrow road, but what I'm talking about is the
tradition of the elders, what I'm talking about is the rules and regulations that men and women make up i
their own minds and want to enforce on everybody else. What does it matter if you go down in men’
estimation? What does it matter?

I'll tell you one thing: the man that forgets what other men think will break through with God, and break out
for God. Let's focus our eyes for one moment on the Lord Jesus Christ, the Man of sorrows and acquaint
with grief - we hid, as it were, our faces from Him. He came unto His own, and His own esteemed Him not.
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In fact, do you know what they said about Him? 'He's a winebibber, He's a friend of publicans, He's a frien
of sinners'- in Matthew chapter 12 they accubkm of being possessed by the prince of the demons,
Beelzebub, and then they say: 'You're a son of fornication, we are not of fornieatienhference being:

"You are'. | wonder how quickly each of us would run to our defence to prove our own parbeuotathe

Bible says of Him: 'When He was reviled, He reviled not again'. Philippians sdiyghis is awesome!it

can only be said of the Christ: 'He made himself of no reputation'. He didn't care what they thought of Him
When they took Him and nadeHim to that bloody cross, He was heard to say: 'Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do'.

Now let's look back at Joseph for a moment. He interprets the butler's dream, and we're not going to go in
all the intricacies of it, but as he'spnison he interprets the butler's dream and he pleads with him and asks
him that he'll remember him when he goes out into the court of Phaw@uwh as soon as the cell door is
closed behind the butler, the years go by and the chief butler forgot J¥®zpa!23 of chapter 40: 'Yet did

not the chief butler remember Joseph, but he forgot him'. Now listen, child of God, tonight, | want you to
mark this: you may be here this evening and you're forgotten by men, you're forgotten by kith and kin
maybe by theestablishment of a movement or a church, you're in suffering, you're in lonelinessake

great comfort this evening in this: though the butler forgot Joseph, the Lord remembered him! | wonder,
just wonder, as Joseph was lying on the cold damp @ibtnat prison cell, was the tempter coming to him
and whispering in his ear: 'Joseph, if you hadn't been as true to your old dreams of your youth and your Go
you wouldn't be in this mess!'. I'm sure mamiime the accuser came to him and said: 'If gad slept with

that woman you could have been Prime Minister of Egypt now! You wouldn't be lying in this den and
dungeon!'.

| want you to notice something this evenini's very pertinent, because the devil often does tell the truth,
did you know thatBut he mixes truth with a little bit of error, and | think, you know, that Joseph probably
could be Prime Minister of Egypt by sleeping with this woman, he could have got there that way for he coulc
have blackmailed her. He could have got right to theofdus profession, and if he had wanted to he could
have got his ends by the wrong means. But listen: if he had done that he wouldn't have been fit to be a ves
for God to use, he wouldn't have been a fit deliverer for God to raise up and to integresthhdreams.

He would have taken the credit for all that God was doing for him, but yet in chapter 41 and verse 16 whe
he interprets Pharaoh's dream he says: 'lt is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer. I'm not the c
who can interpret dreambm only God's vessel'but he couldn't have been God's vessel if he got to God's
position the wrong way. He couldn't have been the deliverer that God needed to deliver Israel from famine
and here, look please, this is such an important lesson foaulsinfhis epistles speaks of us running a race,
and so many times he uses a race and athletics as a metaphor to speak of the Christian race and the Chri
life. Paul says within his epistles in 2 Timothy chapter 2 and verse 5, listen carefullyaif also strive for
masteries', if you like, 'If a man is an athlete, and running in a race, yet is he not crowned, except he stri\
lawfully'.

Have you got it? It isn't the finishing of the race that ismportant, but Paul is sayingand Joseph is
bearing out- that it is also the keeping of the rules along the race. It makes it more difficult, doesn't it? As we
look at this character, Joseph, we see it; as we look at Paul we see it; but | want you tonight to look to tr
Author and the Finisher of odaith - the Lord Jesus Christ. We were in Matthew chapter 4 last week, and if
we go back there we see that in one of the Lord's temptations from the devil the devil took Him to a higl
place and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and he said umto'Ai these things will | give thee

if thou wilt fall down and worship me'. Now what did the Lord come into the world for? He had come into
the world to save the kingdoms of the world, He had come into the world to save sialherationalities,

tribes, people, and tonguedde had come into the world to bring His kingdom to the world, and that's what
He was there for. The devil came to Him and he offered Him a shortcut! But, my friends, it wouldn't do. He
offered Him an easy way of getting those kioggs, but if the Lord had taken-iand He couldn't have taken
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it in all of His holiness and righteousnessut if He had taken it He wouldn't have been striving lawfully,
and ultimately He would have lost absolutely everythidmt, of course, that isnipossible! Why? This is

why: because He was holy, spotless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and as we saw last week there wa
that old sin nature in His bosom that was drawn after these temptations. That's why we can read that not or
did the Lord Jsus get the prize, but the Lord Jesus Christ strove and kept the rules lawfully. That's why the
writer to the Hebrews says, listen to these words: 'Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cros
despising the shame, and now is set down atighé mand of the throne of God on high'. Do you know what
that tells me as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ? Two things: one, there are no shortcuts in God's rac
two, as the way of the cross was the way for Christ, the way of the cross leads hosn@dor

It was painful, there were no quidixes for Joseph, for Paul, or for our Lord Jesus Christ. The word of God
tells us that if we suffer with the Lord Jesutwe suffer- we shall also reign with Him, but if we deny Him,

He also will deny us. bw my friend tonight, what I'm wanting you to see this evening is: if you have started
out in Christian life like Joseph, with all these dreams of what God is going to do in your life, praise the Lord
for it - but perhaps, like Joseph, your dream has dyickned into a dungeon! Can | encourage you to look

at Joseph and see that his dreams were shattered, they became a dungeon, but all those shattered dreams
only a pathway to a diadem.

The defining verse in the whole Joseph's life can be foundaipteh50 of Genesis, if you will turn to it, and
verse 20. Racing on to the end of the stogou remember Joseph's brothers come before him, they're
looking for food in Egypt, and Joseph's brothers didn't recognise Joseph but Joseph recognised theem. Afte
few games and playing around with them, after a while he reveals himself to them, and verse 20 he says
them: 'But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good'. Now if you get nothing out o
the story and the life of Josephtdkis please! The prime example is Calvary, men meant it for evil, the
Romans meant it for evil, the devils and the demons who came out of hell -am& koows what they did

to the Lord Jesus Christ there on the gallewsbody knows, it's hidden fromsu but God, hallelujah,
meant it for good! They thought they were destroying the Christ, but God was bringing into being your
salvation and mineisn't that wonderful?

It's the same in all of the plan of Gedhild going through pain tonight, what | mtayou to see is that one of

the keys of surviving pain and trouble in life is to accept all that comes your way as being from the hand o
God, believing that it is for some purpose of good, that it just hasn't come imilliand circumstances or
fortune or luck has brought this into your life, or bad luck, but believing that everything that has come on
your plate has come from God. Now I'm not talking about anything satanic, I'm not talking about sin or evil
influence in your life, that clearly coulibt be of God's permission and it can be prevented in yourbifi¢

what I'm talking about is things that come across your path that you cannot avoid. Things that have come o
of nowhere and you've had no choice in them, if you accept that from th@h@od my friend, I'll tell you

this: it'll be a lot easier to deal with them. If you see them as God's guests it'll be easier.

| read a poem recently by Martha SAgltholson, and | want to share it with you, and please take it to your
heart tonight.tls called 'Guests', listen:

'Pain knocked upon my door and said
That she had come to stay;

And though | would not welcome her
But bade her go away,

She entered in. Like my own shade
She followed after me,

And from her stabbing, stinging sword
No momenwas | free.
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And then one day another knocked
Most gently at my door.

| cried, "No, Pain is living here,
There is no room for more".

And then | heard His tender voice,
"Tis |, be not afraid".

And from the day He entered in
Oh, the difference thas made!

For though He did not bid her leave,
(My strange, unwelcome guest,)

He taught me how to live with her.
Oh, I had never guessed

That we could dwell so sweetly here,
My Lord and Pain and |,

Within this fragile house of clay
While years slipslowly by!"

Now listen, there's an awful lot of tosh that is talked about suffering and pain within Christendom today
that everybody ought to be healed, and everybody can be healed. | believe that God can and does heal,
it's not for everybody! I'ltell you why it's not: because if you take away pain, suffering, anguish, trouble,

heartache, I'll tell you what you do/ou take away the cross! Personally and individually in each Christian's

life you take away blessing.

Let me show you, 2 Corinthiarchapter 4, if you're going through trouble at this minute please take this to
your heart- this is for you tonight. If you're not going through it, you're going to go through it, so take it
anyway and keep it, hide it in your heart like Mary did. Sed@odnthians 4 and verse 7, this is what God
has revealed to us that we might understand His purpose in ourtpane is a purpose in our painerse 7,

he's talking about the life of God in us: 'We have this treasure in earthen vessels', clayqotid, yhat

can break and that can crack and that can crumble, just like our old bodies, but God puts it in these vessels
clay 'that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us'. Right, if you're to be sustained throug
life, if you're toget through life, it's going to be only by the strength of God not the strength of your clay pot.
'We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed’, novictvahis, ‘Always bearing about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alwa
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifesbital flesh. So

then death worketh in us, but life in you'.

Do you see it? If you think of Gideon's pitchers filled with light, that's what being spoken of here, but
covered with a bushel of a clay pot. But as we go through the years we get ttks thad bump, this
turmoil, that journey that we don't like, and it starts to crack, it starts to get holeshuatithe more holes

there are the more light gets out! Do you see the plan? Do you see it? This is from God, and it's so that t
life of Christ can shine out of you and shine unto others, and bless others. If you and | could only see that, ¢
how we would see pain in a different light!

Incarceration was a blessing for Joseph, and it can be a blessing for you. Listen to those lines of the poe
again:
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'Oh, I had never guessed

That we could dwell so sweetly here,
My Lord and Pain and I,

Within this fragile house of clay
While years slip slowly by

It's wonderful, isn't it? Then we find that Joseph didn't live all the time in the prisgof loeit of the prison.

If you turn to chapter 41 we find his recognition, because for this man Joseph, his day came. You rememb
that Pharaoh couldn't interpret his own dream, he had this dream about the thin and the full ears of corn, t
fat and the tim cattle- and the chief butler, when he couldn't interpret the dream and nobody around Pharaol
could interpret it, at that moment the chief butler remembered Joseph. Joseph was brought out of the pris
into the palace, he interpreted the dream, heRblaraoh that a famine was coming to Egypt and they were
going to have to get hoards of grain put away for the future, and after that Joseph was swiftly promoted t
the first place in the kingdom of Egypt beside Pharaoh.

Now imagine this, he's just come & moment of a few months perhaps, he's come from the depths of a
dungeon to the height and delight of the diadem of Egypt. He's wearing Pharaoh's ring on his finger, he's g
Pharaoh's robe on his back, he's got Pharaoh's gold around hiswieaka Ifestyle! Anything he would

have wanted would have been given to him. His palaces, Joseph's palace's, would have consisted
numberless rooms, spacious courts and halls filled with palm trees, sycamores and acacia trees. Car\
furniture out of every woodhat you can imagine, adorned with ebony and gilded with gold. The scent of
perfume wafting around the rooms, and flowers to be seen in every corner. Thick carpet for you to sink int
of the finest wools and animal skins. Numberless servants, musicianshansters filling the air with
pleasure. This man Joseph, from the depths of hell to the heigetemarkable, isn't it?

What is more remarkable tonight, and this is what | want you to see, is: prosperity never changed Joseph!
full cup is hard tacarry, and prosperity often makes men forget God, but not Jesamy? I'll tell you why,

the Psalmist tells us whyturn quickly to Psalm 105 and verse 18, speaking of Joseph in prison: 'Whose feet
they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron'. Now thitgrally could be translated like this: ‘Iron entered into

his soul', as he was in prison God strengthened this young man, and as he was in the palace he could I
back and he could remember God in his sufferings and in his success as well. Thenaisynof us can do

that. Oh yes, many a man cries out to God, I've heard them say it, they're lying on a sick bed really serious
il and they say: 'David, if God would only raise me up again | would do anything and everything fer God'
and God raises the up and they do nothing for God! It's hard to remember God in your sufferings and to
remember Him in your success as well.

| think he was a little bit spoiled in his youth. His father loved him, he got special treatment. He was too
proud, perhaps, of himulticoloured coat and of the great dreams that he was having, and about his brothers
bowing down to him, but now he has gone through the school of suffering and now his hand is steady to ho
the rod of rule. You see, sufferinghis is what | want yoto get- suffering not only let's the light shine out,

but suffering does something else: negatively it purges the dirt and the sin and the dross out, and positively
brings into the life of the believer maturity and purity. It's not enough just fdigtiteto come out, but God
wants to take the sin out of us, God wants to purge away the dross and the dirt, He wants to make us grow
and mature in our faith and become more pure. Some of you men will know how metal is purified. If you
don't know, it's enply heated so hot that the metal itself becomes white. Then, the hotter it gets across the
top of the white hot liquid, there's like a skin or a surface, a portion of what is called slag or dross. That dros
and slag needs to be wiped away by the wokkad, he has to put on asbestos gloves to wipe it all away. But

it is the removing of the slag that makes the metal pure, and it is the heat of our trials that brings to th
surface our sin, the dross that binds us, and it is thepieaded hand of the S8@ur that comes and wipes it

all away.
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| was doing a bit of research today and | found out that a bar of steel is worth about £3.50, an ordinary bar |
steel. But when you make that steel into an ordinary pair of horseshoes it becomes worth £7.00. Tt
blacksmith heats it and he hammers it, and it doubles in price from £3.50 to £7.00. That same bar that's wot
£3.50, if it's manufactured into needles the value rises for the one bar te &&b@et if the same bar worth
£3.50 is made into delicate sprénfpr expensive watches, listen, it is worth £175,000! The same bar of steel
is made more valuable by being cut down to its proper size, being passed through one blast furnace af
another again and again, being hammered, manipulated, beaten and pbnistied, and polished, until it's
ready for the work that it's intended for.

That is what Job meant when he said these words: 'He knoweth the way that | take, and when He hath tri
me | shall come forth as gold'. Our Lord Jesus Christ, a greater thegphJarsd a greater than all of us, as |
have already said was perfect, separate from sinners, undefilecdo you know what amazes me? It's an
absolute mystery to me: He in His humanity still went through a process, He still went through a process
Hebrevs 5 and verses 7 to 9, listen as | read it to you, speaking of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane: 'Who in t
days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto hi
that was able to save him from death, and tv@ard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of etern
salvation unto all them that obey him'. He became perfect! You say: 'l thought He was?peifecis
perfect, it's not talking about moral perfection. He couldn't get any more perfect morally, He is God
incarnate, but what it is talking about in His humanity is the complete obedience of going to the cross. Hi
life would not have been compldateHe had not gone to the cross. Think of it, your Lord Jesus Christ had a
process like that! It's wonderful.

Finally Joseph was recognised, and then we find in chapters 42 through to 45 that he's glorified
Glorification, for there was one day that tlanine came to Egypt and it also came to the land of Isiasil

the land of Israel had not prepared for it the way that Egypt had done. Joseph's brothers had come before t
and appeared before him to buy some corn, and the years and the culture dfafiggisfigured Joseph to
them, he was disguisedut Joseph recognised them. We haven't got time to go into all the tests that he wen
through with his brothers, just to say that at length Joseph probed their consciences, aroused their fears e
their guit, and then eventually after all of it he disclosed himself to them and they wept together in
repentance and in forgiveness.

Now what | want you to see tonight, without going into too much depth with the end part of the story, is
simply this: all of Joggh's life was leading up to this one moment, everything was moving like great waves
in his life's biography bringing him to that one point where he would feed the children of Israel with corn and
the people of God would live on. Joseph had been bornbkeld given his dreams, he'd gone down into
prison, he'd risen up into Potiphar's house, he was accused, tempted, put into prison and eventually ir
Pharaoh's houseall to get him to this moment in time, ultimately to make sure that Israel one day would
give birth to it's Messiah.

Please see this tonight as you're going through troubles and trials in your life: if Joseph had not been sc
into Egypt, if he had not resisted temptation, if he had not been cast into prison, if he had not been forgotte
by the butler and everybody else, if he had not risen to Pharaoh's high ranks, you would not have yol
Saviour! Oh, we must learn above all things the providence of Almighty God in our likat everything

that we go through day after day is related to éhd of our lives. Boy, if we would number our days,
number our days and realise that everything is toward theahdf your life must be related to the end, and
you can't judge what you're going through now because you don't know what it will bethieeemd! That's

why Peter said: '"Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness throu
manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
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though it be tried wit fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glomhen?- 'at the appearing of
Jesus Christ'. Do you see it? It's all toward the end! Your Lord's life was related to the end, for He bein
found in fashion as a man, humbled Himself, became obeditotdeath why? Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted Him, given Him a name which is above every namiey? That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, and every tongue confess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

Do you see that g'all related to the end? That's why we're told in Hebrews chapter 12: 'Look unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising th
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throGodf Listen: 'For consider him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 1ainidt$, don't faint! Don't

give up! Consider Him!

He was an overcomer, Joseph was an overcomer, and you can becameveaonight. When Joseph's two
sons were laid before him he named one of them Manasseh and he named the other one Ephraim. He nar
one Manasseh because he said: 'God has made me to forget all my toil'! How could you forget about all th
he went through How did Joseph end his life? Well, like his father who lay on his deathbed and said: 'Bury
me not in Egypt’, Joseph in chapter 50, if you look at it, and in verse 25 he says: 'Ye shall carry up my bone
from hence'. He's basically saying the same thinfgisfather: 'Don't bury me in Egypt. You're going to one
day go into the promised land, and you're going to take my bones with you'. The amazing thing is that the:
are the only words that are repeated in the New Testament, the only words of JoseglirelmsHL1:22
where it says: 'By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; an
gave commandment concerning his bones'. He didn't want them left in Egypt, and the children of Israel on 1
the promised land.

Now tha is tremendous to me, I'll tell you why: because at the very beginning Joseph was a dreamer, and
the very end he's still a dreamer for God! He's looking prophetically in faith at a day when Israel will have
their own land. One hundred and ten yearshadies on his deathbed, have stolen away his youthful
excitement, and pain has left an indelible mark on his features. It's 93 years since he was lifted from the
of Potiphar's prison, it's 80 years since he went before Pharaoh in all of his gtbeyRisme Minister of
Egypt, yet still at the very end of all of this hazardous journey his eyes are firmly fixed upon God. Isn't it
wonderful? When Israel, as we read in the Old Testament, returns out of the exodus from Egypt into Canaa
Joseph's dust lsrought with them to the promised land.

Do you know how | conclude Joseph? Listen: he never ever forgot that he was born of God, he never forg
that he suffered for God, that he reigned in Egypt for God, and as he lies with death engulfing himadne dies f
God. Roman 8 as we close, let me read it to you as you have in your mind that he was born for God, and
suffered for God, and he reigned for God, and he died for-God take this to yourself tonight suffering
soul: 'And we know that all things wotkgether for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purposelisten- 'For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.vstorgbom he did
predestinate, them he also callete are born of God! '‘and whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who',
what, ‘can stand aganus? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things?".

It's wonderful, isn't it? They might mean it for evil, but God has meant for your good.

Our Father, we pray that we wilhish the race like Joseph finished it. Our Father, we pray that not only will
we finish the course, but that we will have kept the faith, that we will have kept to the rules along the way
and, our Father, that we will be crowned with glory so that wetakk that crown and cast it at the feet of
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our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, let us not be emppded, but our Father let us live and run and finish and
suffer and die for the glory of Christ we pray, Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The WoF@ébruary 2002
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachthe&ord.com
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1. The Entrance (verses 1 -9)
2. The Promising Start (verse 10)
3. The Dead-End (verses 11 -25)

coming, and to all those who are visiting lwiis we especially give you a warm welcome, and trust that

you will enjoy this next hour of fellowship and Bible study together with us. We're turning to the book of
Exodus. We have been studying these studies: 'As Sparks Flying Upwards', and | dao'iatemir you by
explaining every week the reason for our title, but maybe it's your first night here and you don't understan
why we've called it 'As Sparks Flying Upwards'. There's a little in verse in the book of Job which says tha
man is born unto tuble as the sparks fly upward, and we have been looking at men in the Bible who were
born unto trouble. Every man is born unto trouble, but the Holy Spirit through His word has given us
individual characters who many of us know of from our Sunday Schgs| tat we have sought in these
recent weeks to look into their lives in a little detailot just to do a character study of every aspect of their
life, but specifically to home in on the problems and the trials that they have gone through in tramidlife,
identify them with what we go through in our life and try to derive from these studies strength for ourselves
as we go through the turmoil of life.

I t's good to welcome you all to our Bible Reading here in the Iron Hall this evening. Thank you for

We've looked at 'The Agonies of Abraham', 'The Life Journey of Jacob', we looked at Joseph aed his lif
story in two studies, and tonight we're in our fifth study and it's probably going to take two parts at least, an
we're looking at 'The Maze of Moses'. The Maze of Moses, and our reading is Exodus chapter 2. Mose
himself, we believe, writes: "And theveent a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.
And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid h
three months. And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ardkushks, and daubed it

with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink. And his
sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to was
herself at the vier; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among th
flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the ba
wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This isfahe Hebrews' children. Then said his sister to
Pharaoh's daughter, Shall | go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child
thee? And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's madther. A
Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and | will give thee thy wage
And the woman took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’
daughter, and he became her son. And sHedchls name Moses: and she said, Because | drew him out of
the water. And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, ¢
looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his biatldréve looked

this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in tl
sand. And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he saic
him that did the wrong, Wherea#® smitest thou thy fellow? And he said, Who made thee a prince and a
judge over us? Intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Sure
this thing is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slag.NBrgeMoses fled from the
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face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well. Now the priest of Midian hac
seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. And tt
shepherds camand drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. Anc
when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day? And they said, #
Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds,|sodigew water enough for us, and watered the
flock. And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? Why is it that ye have left the man? Call him, that h
may eat bread. And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughts
And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, | have been a stranger in a stra
land. And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed b
reason of the bondage, and they grigad their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God
heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. An
God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them".

In recent weeksve have been studying in a little detail the life of Joseph. In chapter 1 of Exodus and verse ¢
we read these words: "Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph". You rememb
that Joseph had risen to very high status in the land gptEQut there came a time and an age and a
generation when a new king, a new Pharaoh, arose in Egypt who had forgotten and did not know Joseph. \
read in the book of Exodus that this king cruelly persecuted Israel, he enslaved them, he ordered many
them to death, and especially those Hebrew children as we find in verse 10 of chapter 1 if you look at it, h
said: "Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest these Hebrews multiply, and it come to pass, that, whe
there falleth out any war, they join aleato our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the
land. Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for
Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicteththerore they multiplied and
grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel. And the Egyptians made the children of Isra
to serve with rigour: And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all
manner 6service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. And the king
of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of tf
other Puah: And he said, When ye do the office wiidwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the
stools for delivering the children; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall
live".

This Pharaoh who had forgotten Joseph, who had forgotten the Hebrews, wasambtitatr as the Hebrews
multiplied even under bondage that one day they would join with Egypt's enemies and Egypt would be
overrun by the Hebrews. He instructed the midwives to take the children that were males who were born ar
to slay them. But as youad on in this story and look at verse 17 of chapter 1, it says: 'the midwives feared
God'. What a wonderful statement: 'the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commande
them, but saved the men children alive'. In verse 20 we read: fateei®od dealt with the midwives
gracefully'- He dealt well with them. Isn't it wonderful to know, right at the outset of our story, that God,
when He sees obedience in one of His children, deals well with us. But you know, God's grace is righ
throughoutthe whole of the book of Exodus. Indeed the name 'Exodus' means 'deliverance’, deliverance ol
of bondage, deliverance unto salvation as God's people. We see God's grace in chapter 2, if you look at
and verses 24 and 25: 'God heard their groaning,Gotremembered his covenant with Abraham, with
Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them'. God h
grace toward His people.

If you are familiar with the Scriptures, Old Testament and New, you wolvkiinat God's grace usually takes

the form of a man. God usually personifies His grace in the person of a deliverer, a patriarch, a judge,
prophet, a priest or a kingand then finally in none other than our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It has always
beenthat way right from the very beginning in Genesis chapter 3 and verse 15, after Adam and Eve fell ir
the Garden of Eden you remember the promise that God gave them in all of their depravity and shame, |
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said: 'l will put enmity between thee and the womamd between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel'. Immediately Abel was born, didn't Eve look toward her son as
deliverer? When Abel was slain then she looked towards Seth, and ever since that day ewéiiy rtineat

was born to the people of God, every mother in Israel saw that child as the possible deliverer, as the possil
messiah- and of course it was all pointing toward the Messiah, the One whom we read of in the New
Testament. Galatians 4 verse 4: 'Binen the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of
a woman, made under the law'.

Does it not make your heart rejoice this evening that we do not have a God who is a distant God? We do n
have a God who is divorced from our life's expnce, divorced from the pit of sin that we find ourselves
continually falling into, we do not have a God who is disinterested in us, but we have a God who is ar
interposing Saviour! We have a God who is known in history to intervene in the affairsypnteto be a
saving God a God who we can say is the God of our salvation!

God's man in this particular epoch was Moses. We read in this chapter that Moses was born of godly paren
and then Moses was hidden for three months in the bulrushes ile @kt He was set afloat in a basket
down the river Nile, you read in verse 3. But isn't it a wonderful spiritual principle that we've been finding
out in these weeks in our studies, and | want to recap a little bit agauant you to realise why we ar
entering into these character studies, and it is simply this: the whole of biblical revelation and truth testifie:
to us, as the children of God in our epoch, in our generation and dispensation, that out of the worst, the mc
tragic, terrible circumstares of life, the Almighty God of heaven can bring immeasurable blessing. That's
what you've got to see! Don't be burdened, and bogged down, and drowning underneath all the facts al
figures and character relations that we'll give to you every wbakif you see this you will see the message
that is upon my heart, and is right throughout the whole of Scripture, that out of the greatest tragedies in ¢
of humanity God, our God, can bring blessing!

Out of the agonies of Abraham, out of the life journeyadob, out of the jeopardy of Joseph and his great
journey from extreme depression, extreme helplessness, right through prison and slavery, false accusati
incarceration, desertion and everything that we looked at: God, who is God and who is ounGaarkcall

things together for good to them that love Him, to them who are the called according to His purpose. Nov
grasp that tonight, before we look any further at Moses or any more characters, would you grasp that th
evening: our God can bring triumplat of the deepest ashes!

Notice something else, and this is terribly important as we look at the character of Moses. Not only can Go
bring great blessing out of great cursing, but these men that we've been studyth@specially Moses
tonight- would not have become the great men of God, and the great deliverers that they were, if it was nc
for their trials! If God had not led them down these difficult roads they would never have been the grea
Abraham, the father of faith; Jacob would never haweilne Israel and been the father of the nation; Joseph
would never have arisen to the throne of Pharaoh and been able to administer all of the relief in famine, n
only to Egypt but to Israeland we would not have our Messiah today! You've got to rethlisethe trials,

and the problems, and the trouble that they all faced made them who they became.

Now, if you go little bit further and ask me: "Why is that?', that's when I'm stuck! | don't know the intricacies
of why it has to be this way, but thatlse way it is. Perhaps we have a little bit of an answer. Harold
Kushner, | don't know whether you remember this book or have ever heard of it, but he wrote a bool
entitled: 'When Bad Things Happen to Good Peopidien bad things happen to good peophel, this is the
mystery of suffering and pain. Why is it that the righteous seem to suffer, and the wicked and the ungodl
seem to flourish? That was a great theme within the Psalms of David at times. R.C. Sproul, the theologic
and Bible teacher, was onesked: 'Why do bad things happen to good people?'. Listen to his answer,
because | think it's excellent, he said: 'l haven't met any good people yet, so | don't know'. 'l haven't met ar
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good people yet, so | don't knowof course, his definition of ‘gabis ‘perfection’ | think. We're not talking
about people who are moral and kind and neighbourly, but what he is saying in a theological sense is: 'The
is none good but God, there is none perfect, there is none that seeketh after God, but everyihgiambe

into the human race is conceived in their mother's womb in sin, born in sin, shapen in gyitgved in

every area of life, maybe not as far as they could be, but they are warped in everything'.

So, bad things don't happen to good peogd,things essentially happen to sinnessad as we look at it we

see, therefore, a little bit clearer the paradox that there is in pain, that God lets pain into believer's lives, in
righteous people's lives who are saved by the grace of God, for thespunf making bad people better
people! Do we not see that at the very end of Joseph's life? In Genesis 50 and verse 20 he said to his brott
who had sold him into slavery and put him down in the pit and caused him to suffer everything that he wer
through in his lifetime: 'But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive'. 'You meant it for evil, but God wanted me here for His ow
purpose, for His own reason, and tredson was blessing'.

In the ways of God, which you know too well hope- are not our ways, and in the thoughts of God which
are not your thoughts, these trials are necessary for are good. Don't you be standing up like a spoilt child a
saying: 'l doft deserve this'. Don't be saying: 'Why is God putting me through this? How have | earned this?"
because these trialsf we believe God, and if we are believers we must believe His witrely are purging
influences upon our life, they make men and woroEGod out of us, they mature us, they bring us through
the fiery furnace, and like Job who has given us the whole title of this séx@esould say: 'God in heaven
knoweth the way that | take, and when | am tried He shall bring me forth as gold/e Yjmi'to see this
through these studies, please don't missiitd as we look at Moses this evening, God can bring blessing out
of the greatest tragedies, but more than that: God brings maturity and God brings purity. That means th
there is a divine ppose in your pain. You may see through a glass darkly as you're sitting in your problems
and trials tonight, and you may ask whiput praise God, | don't know why, you may not know why, but
there is One in heaven who knows why!

Often in personal convaaBon with people that are going through problems | liken our walk through trial
and trouble to a maze. I've likened Moses' life to that this evening in our study. If you've ever gone through
maze you'll know how confusing it isyou don't know where teurn, right or left, or go back where you
came from, or go forward, you have fear that you're going to get even more lost. It's awful until you
eventually get out, if you ever get out. But one way of getting through a maze successfully is if you have
friend standing on a hill, and that friend can see down from the heavens, down on youthegz=zan see
where you're coming from, they can see where you need i@ if you listen to their directions you will

get through and out the other end of thazm successfully. Is that not the way our lives are? We hit brick
walls now and then, but there is One above who can see the reason for it all. He can see how He's going
bring us through it.

That's what Moses' life was like. Moses' life, as we reasl &,story of deliverance. God took him through a
maze. You might say: 'Why did God take him through a maze? Why didn't God take him through an exit, a
emergency tunnel straightaway and get all the people out, and get it over with? Why does God take yc
through a maze? Would an escape, a fire exit not be better?'. Well, you see Exodus is not just the story of t
deliverance of a people, but the book of Exodus is a story of the development of a person. Quick fixes, ea:
solutions, easy spiritual results dot make developed, mature peopler Moses that took a maze, and for

us | think it takes a maze as well. | think we can identify with Moses' maze this evening.

The first thing | want you to note is his entrance into this maze of this tremendotisatifee had. We've
read it in verses 1 to 4 or so in chapter 2, and it strikes me every time | look at a patriarch or a character
the Old Testament how many of these men of God were chosen from birth. You remember Jeremiah, w
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have a little bit of a pdeinto the womb of his mother, and God says: 'Before | formed thee in the belly, |
knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee, and | ordained thee a prophet ur
the nation'. The whole of the word of God is filled with milaas births- you have Isaac, Jacob, Samuel,
Samson; in the New Testament, John the Baptist, and then you have the wonderful birth of our Lord Jesi
Christ Himself in the virgin conception. In one sense Moses' birth was no different, for his entratice into
world was certainly extraordinaryit was supernatural. Not his conception and his physical birth, but what
we read around the events of his birth.

| believe that this woman, Moses' mother, was a godly woman. I'll give you three reasons whyeldtadiev
was a godly woman. The first is this: she chose God's will over her natural ematlmshose God's will

over her natural emotions. Imagine you putting your little baby boy into a little ark of bulrushes and pushing
him down the river Nile imagine that! But she knew it was God's will, and there are times in our lives as
mothers, as fathers, even regarding ourselves and our own problems, when we have to let God's will conqt
over our emotions the things that we feel we should be doing, rathantwhat we know we should be
doing. The second reason | believe she was a godly mother is that she trusted in God's sovereign a
supernatural protection. Do you think that she would have pushed that child down the Nile if she didn't hav
faith in God tobelieve that the sovereign supernatural God had providence to protect her child? Of course
she did, it was by faith that she pushed him down the river! Thirdly, and probably most of all the reason
think she was a very godly mother is that she was deridinheaven and not for earth. Do you see that?
She was deciding for heaven and not for earth. I've told you before that the desire of all Hebrew women wz
to give birth to messiah, to be the mother of a great delivereen since Eve, as we've alreadyd, since
Genesis 3:15 every Hebrew Jewish woman wanted to be the one who would bring Messiah into the world. |
a sense all of these deliverers in the Old Testament were messissiahs with a small 'm'pointing

toward the Messiah, the Messiahe teliverer of God.

| believe that this mother of Moses was no different than any other Hebrew woman. It was in her heart, sh
wanted to be the one to bring forth the deliverer. It was the same as Hannah, remember Hannah? At the €
of the books of Joshwend Judges we find that there was no king in Israel, and every man did that which was
right in his own eyesdo you think that Hannah was ignorant of that? Of course she wasn't! A godly woman
and her husband, and there she was praying to @ad she jat wanting to fill her barren womb? Of course

she wasn't, she wanted a son, a child who would come and glorify God, and be a deliverer for the people wil
had no deliverer. So Moses' mother was the same. Hannah trusted her son Samuel up to Eli, tceté servi
the temple, for that's why he was born. She trusted him into the home of debauchery, where Eli's sons we
in such abomination and pagan idolatrgut she trusted in His providence, in His supernatural protection
and care.

Let me say to us all thisvening, that more than ever in the generation in which we live God needs women,
God needs men, God needs parents and Christians who will point young people and children in the directic
of godliness. The question that | feel needs to be asked, and enaskdd is: what is more important to us
tonight? Parent, what is more important to you: that your child passes-files] that they go to university,

or that they go to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled that fadeth not away, reserved infdreaven
them? What is more important? We have a society and an education system and a status ladder that s
you're worthless if you don't know something, if you don't have qualifications, if you don't have a skill. It is
only right that we push our children that direction, and I'm not decrying education and all of these things,
but the question is this this evening that we all must face: what is most important?

There are hard choices that young people have to make, and parents have to make, butotigeeatisr n
choice than this: that the infinitely more important thing is that we point our children to Christ, that we push
them toward the things of God, and that we give our children to God! Don't make the mistake, as man
Christians in a modernistic agee doing, of putting all their energies into their sons and daughters and
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encouraging their children to do well in everything but the things of God. Then when they become caree
people, and all they're interested in is a big car and a flashy houseg gtagding asking themselves: "Why

has my son and daughter no interest in the things of God?'. Let us give our children-tev€odhen they

have to make their own choice, but let's do what we can for them.

But another spiritual principle here that wer my heart and is such a blessing to me, and we've seen it
already in our studieswhen you give something to God, God always gives you back in abundance. Do you
believe that? The Lord Jesus said it in Luke chapter 6:38: 'Give, and it shall be giveyoungood
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with 1
same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again'. Can you see that mother pushing t
child down the Nile, giving uphiat little boy to God? Look at chapter 2 with me for a moment, verse 7.
Pharaoh's daughter comes down to bathe in the river Nile, and one of her servants spots this little package
the water. 'When she had opened it', verse 6, 'she saw the child: lamid, bee babe wept'. She recognised,
from its complexion probably, that it was one of the Hebrew children. Then in verse 7 his sister, Miriam,
who had followed the little boat all the way down the Nile, she said to Pharaoh's daughter: 'Shall | go an
call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? And Pharaoh's daugh
said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Ta
this child away, and nurse it for me, and llwgilve thee thy wages'!

Now watch this: she gave her child to God, and how painful that must have been, but God gave her chil
back and He paid her wages to look after it! What about that! Don't be afraid of giving things to God.
Remember Abraham gave igaac, he was ready to plunge the dagger into his young son's breast, and wha
did God do? He stopped hinand because he was willing to give Isaac, God gave Isaac badkGod gave
Abraham all the promises that his seed would be like the sand ofalsh@e, and the stars of the sky, and

He gave him an A+ in the test of faith! God is no man's debtor, and still today them that honour God, He
says: 'l will honour'. Believe me, if you give everything to God you'll not lose out. | think, and | know |
labaur on this always, but I think that after salvation there is no more important irthink that this is the
summary of all practical spiritual things, it is the secret of the spiritual life if there is any secret, and it's ar
open secret: child of Godjve everything to God! That's it! You can talk about second blessings, you can
talk about everything under the sun, but my friend give everything to-@ut is the secret if there is any
secret, it is this:

'All to Jesus | surrender,

All to Him | freely give.

| will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.

| surrender all,
All to Thee my blessed Saviour,
| surrender all!'

If you do it you'll not lose out. Well, that was his entrance into life. We don't read too much really about his
life, but we find that at least this happened: after Pharaoh's daughter took the little babe he had a promisi
start in life. Your second point: he had a princely, promising start in life. Now I'm sure that this, as we read i
here, would not have been thead that Moses' mother would have chosdéor him to go into the royal
palace of the godlessness of Egypt, in fact the oppressor of his own slave parents, the enemy of the Hebre:
Yet, as I've told you recently on our Sunday mornings, Augustine had tto gagan Italy to be converted
even against the prayers of his own mother! God does not always answer our prayers in the way that we lo
for them to be answered, but He always gives us good things.
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So, Moses' ascendancy to Egypt's royal family, we rbel¢ve, was all of God. Do you believe that? We
know little about the first 40 years of his life in the palace, but we know this much: Moses was no mean mar
As soon as he came into that home as a little babe in the bulrushes he became, as it wareisthre gjfr
Pharaoh. When he was old enough we believe he was probably sent and educated in college in Egypt
college or university which had grown, scholars tell us, around the Temple of thét Bas been called the
Oxford University of Egypt. Turn Wi me to Acts chapter 7 for a moment, Acts chapter 7, and in Stephen's
great sermon before he was martyred for the Lord he says, going through Jewish history and how God h
led His people, in verse 22 speaking of Moses: 'Moses was learned in all themwistte Egyptians'. And

you see even here in Egypt God was fitting Moses for the days that would lie ahead, God was training him 1
be a ruler- not a ruler in Egypt, but a ruler in the new state and nation of Israel. But look at Acts chapter 7
for a momat, because we see that Moses was more than a royal student. Stephen tells us that he wa:
statesman and he was a soldier, it says that he 'was mighty in words and in dieedsbrds are his
statesmanship, and the deeds are his prowess as a soldier.

So here is a scholar, here is a prince, here is an eloquent statesman, here is a courageous valiant solc
Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells us that while Moses was still in his early manhood the Ethiopiar
invaded Egypt. The routed army of the Eggpts had been threatened and destroyed, and the Ethiopians
were going to destroy the city, the Egyptian city of Memphis, and in a panic all the Egyptian leaders
consulted the oracles of Egypt. On the recommendation, we are told, of the oracles, Mosdsugias en
with the command of the royal troops. He immediately took the field, surprised and defeated the enemy
captured their cities and returned to Egypt laden with the spoils of victory. That's what history tells us! This
was a great young scholar, a abprince, a noble statesman, and a valiant victorious soldier. You would be
forgiven for thinking that things in many ways couldn't have got any better for Moses. For the first 40 years
of his life he lived a royal life with the foremost positions of B state open to him. You would think
surely it would be onward and upward for this young mbnt we read that it was not the case! It was not to
be, because buried deep in the soul and in the heart of the young man Moses was his identity.

This is worderful, look at Acts 7 and verse 23, it says that ‘it came into Moses' heart to visit his brethren’
The flame of his identity, who he really was in the eyes of his Hebrew brethren and in the eyes of Almighty
God, was beginning to be kindled as an unquablehfire as he daily heard the cry of the slaves groaning in
the brickfields under the lash of the whip. He heard it, and it had an-etdep called unto deep in his
breast, and I'm sure that there was a period were he went through a wrestling betwegl statehood and

who he really was deep down in his heart. You know the story. Can you imagine the courage that it woul
have taken for this man, and what it would cost him to go to his adopted mother, Pharaoh's daughter h
benefactress, and bredletnews to her that all he had been raised for, all he had been groomed for was no
his destiny after all, but he would rather choose the citizenship of a slave nation!

Josephus tells us that this Pharaoh had no children apart from this daughter. lethaltshis daughter had

no children apart from the adopted Moses, and the likelihood is that Moses would have succeeded the thro
of Egypt. But he came into that throne room and talked to his adopted mother, and he denied it all! F.E
Meyer, the great Ble scholar, says: 'The noble ingredients of Moses' resolve was thredfaldht you to

listen to this, how he came to this decision, and how he plucked up the courage to go through with it. First c
all this decision was made in the full maturity aé lpowers. Moses had nothing to gain through this
decision, he had everything in Egypt, but he was descending from the steps of the loftiest throne in the wor
- the number one superpoweand he was letting it all go. Secondly, it was made when thenestof the
children of Israel were at its lowest ebb. He was going from the highest heights and riches of splendour to tt
lowest depravity of humanity. Imagine it: he was giving up a palace for a mud hut, he was giving up the
finest food for the coarsebtead, he was travelling from respect and honour to hatred and contempt, from
treasures to poverty and hardship. Yet he bowed his head beneath the yoke, though it was rough, thougt
was heavy, he bowed his head beneath it because it was God's willxasdhis calling! Thirdly, this was a
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decision made when the pleasures of sin seemed the most fascinating. There was nothing that Moses co
not lay his hand upon and sin with, but he denied it. Fourthly, and perhaps most of all, it was madk
decisively.He was not doubteninded in his decision. If it was you or if it was me, we would probably use
our influence as Pharaoh or a prince in the palace to help our blood relatives, the Hebrews, in Istavery
not him! He made a clean cut, he cut himself offiptetely.

You might say: 'Oh, | wish | could be like the man Moses', do you? | do! How could he do it? Let me show
you how he could do it, turn with me to Hebrews 11, Hebrews 11. Something tells me we're not going to ge
through this first study tonightbut let's take our time over this because this is very important. Hebrews 11
and verse 24: 'By faith Moses, when he was come to years', 40 years of age, 'refused to be called the sor
Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with thel@ed God, than to enjoy the pleasures of

sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he h
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: fc
he endured, as seeing him who is invisible'. How did he do it? How did he make this decision in the full
maturity of all his powers, in the fortunes of the children of Israel that were at a low ebb? How did he do it
when all the pleasures of sin were ogie him? How was he so decisive in cutting himself off? I'll tell you:

by faith! Don't miss that!

To define it for you plainly and simply: he believed God. He believed God's promise to his fathers, he
believed God's promise to Abraham that after 400sye&rbondage in Egypt that his people would be
delivered. He believed he must have known by the dates on the calendlat the period was nearly
expired. He had faith because of God's word! You know that, and | know it, in the light of the New
Testamet) that faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. He had heard the word of God ir
his heart, he had heard the word of God from the prophets, and he believed that God had something mc
dazzling for the child of faith than the royal palacdegiypt had for the child of Pharaoh. Faith! Hebrews 11
verse 1: 'the evidence of things not seen'. Abraham was told to go out from his home and to walk into th
nothingness of unknowing, and he walked in faith not knowing where he was going. Joseph faigmt in
Jacob went in faith, these were all men and women of faitid here we have Moses not knowing what he
was going to perhaps, but knowing certainly what he was leaving, but he chose to believe God.

Isn't that wonderful? When you see by faith winet ¢ye cannot sedhe evidence of things not seen? What

the ear cannot hear, what cannot be conceived by the heart of any man, and you cheerfully take the path
affliction to receive what you cannot see, what you cannot prowt the only proof anche only evidence

you have of it is faith! Oh, if we could be like Moses and we could deny ourselves and take up our cross ar
follow Christ, as Moses did. Note that now, I'm not confusing dispensations iesays that he followed
Christ! It was the reach of Christ that he counted greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. He countec
the Judgement Seat of Christ a better reward than all he could get on the throne of Pharaoh, and by faith
forsook Egypt and he endured, seeing Him who is invisible.

That's the kind of faith that great men and women of God have had. To put it bluntly: they see what mos
other people can't see, and that's faith. Moses came to a dead end, and we haven't time to look at it tonigl
but isn't it wonderful, and isn't itrsinge, that in the maze of God, after his entrance into it, after he was

started promisingly, he was doing well, everything seemed to be looking up for Moses, isn't it strange the
God took him out of all those riches? God took him away from the palaodsst@pped him of it all, and it

was a voluntary surrender for him in many ways, but it was according to the sovereign will and way of God
and that happens to you and me, doesn't it? There are choices that you and | have to make at times, and t
costus. There are times that we don't even make the choices, but the disciplining hand of God, a lovin
Father, comes into our life and He takes away some of the crutches that we have been using, some of
things that we have a love affair with and are anrttean altar of our hearts.
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Why does He do it? He does it because it's betlieryou believe that? That's what Moses believed: it was
better to forsake Egypt and to suffer as a slave. Let me read you a poem by MartiNicBo&dbn, | read

one recentl to you, it's from a book called ‘'lvory Palaces' and the poem is called 'Treasures'. It sums uj
everything that Moses has experienced in his life hitherto, and what some of you are experiencing eve
tonight. Listen, "Treasures'

'‘One by one God took thefrom me,
All the things | valued most,

Until | was emptyhanded;

Every glittering toy was lost.

And | walked earth's highways, grieving.
In my rags and poverty.

Till I heard His voice inviting,

"Lift those empty hands to Me!"

And | turned my hands towdheaven,
And He filled them with a store

Of His own transcendent riches,

Till they could contain no more.

And at last | comprehended

With my stupid mind and dull,

That God could not pour His riches
Into hands already full!'

Have you realised that? Th@od cannot pour His riches into hands already full? It's the same today as it
ever has been, that whoever will save his life for his own sake, saith the Saviour, will lose it; and whoeve
loses life for My sake will save it. Moses was a man who couldtsegg words:

'I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold
I'd rather be His than have riches untold.
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands,
I'd rather be led by His nailierced hands

I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause,
I'd rather be faithfuld His dear cause.

I'd rather have Jesus than worldwide fame,
I'd rather be true to His holy name.

Than to be the King of a vast domain,
And be held in sin's dread sway.

I'd rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today'.

Our Father, we know #t what we're talking about this evening is the road that the Master trod. It is that road
of humiliation, where He who was rich for our sakes became poor, who stepped from that heavenly thron
out of the ivory palaces into a world of woe. We thank TheetHat love that is typified in Moses, but
perfected in our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray that we will learn to take up our cross, denying ourselves, ar
following Him. In His lovely name we pray, Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Walktrch 2002
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beginning of our meeting but we will be delving into a f8ariptures here and there within the Bible

- in the New Testament and in the Old. We'll be particularly concentrating on chapters 2, 3 and 4 o
the book of Exodus. Our studyapologies this evening for the lack of study sheets, if you haven't got one, |
think you haven't got one. | forgot it was St Patrick's Day today and all the offices are off, so apologies fo
that - but if you get a piece of paper it will do the job as well, and I'll outline all the points to you this
evening.

The book of Exodus, and if you turn to chapter 2, we're not going to have an initial reading at the

Last week we began ostudy 'The Maze of Moses', and if you like we looked at the early years in Moses'
life, the first 40 years of his biographical history. Of course, you know that the first 40 years of his life were
lived in Egypt. As a little baby he was floated up theeN&nd he was found in those bulrushes by the
daughter of Pharaoh. We looked at his upbringing for the first 40 years of his life in the royal palaces o
Egypt, and we saw how remarkable the early life, those early years of this great patriarch MosHs were.
there is any themethere are many themes that we could take out of the life of Moses, and | want to say tha
at the outset this evening: I'm not going to analyse and go into every spiritual detail and lesson out of the i
of Moses, that would taka longer series than two weekmaybe more than 20 weeks. But if there is one
overarching theme in the whole of the life of Moses, and | think we could say this in every character stud
that we have been looking at so far in this series, it is the theprevadence- the providence of Almighty

God: how our God is a sovereign God. He is a ruling God. We have looked week after week at how our Ga
is the God who can bring all things together for good to them that love Him, to those who are the calle
accordng to His purpose. How people may mean things for bad, but God can even work bad things, that me
mean for bad, through for our good.

Of course we see this very obviously in the life of Moses. We saw it last week: his mother surrendered th:
little child, floated him up the river, yet his mother got that little child back with wages to look after the
child, to be a nanny for the child! How God worked all that together for good! The reason why she floatec
the little boy up the river was because the Phaveatted to exterminate all the little Jewish Hebrew baby
boys. The slaves were getting greater in their number, and no matter how much they put the knuckle dow
upon them, tightened the screws, they seemed to just multiply more and more andnubhe vas fearful

that one day an enemy would come into Egypt, and the Hebrews would join them, and that they would thro
the yoke of bondage off from them, and that they would fight with the enemies against Egypt.

Someone remarked to me even last Monday nightt it remarkable that this child Moses, who would be
the future deliverer of the Hebrew children, of the people of God, Israel, that very child that the Pharaoh wa
trying to exterminate was brought up under Pharaoh's royal protection, under hissniseéwonderful?
The providence of Almighty God. I'm sure that his mother, as she looked after him day after day, would hav
whispered in his ear and told him the old Bible stories about Abraham, about the suffering of the Hebrev
people, about who he wasd what his identity was. We see that through his mother's influence, probably,
God was moulding his heart, God was moulding his spirit. She was a godly woman, we saw lagtweek
not only was his spirit and his heart being moulded, but we see shairid and his body and his personality
was being moulded. He went through the Oxford University, if you like, of Egypt. The New Testament tells
us, Stephen in his sermon says that he became mighty in word and in deed. He became a statesman.
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became a gt soldier. Here is a young man, and God is moulding his heart and his spirit; Egypt is moulding
his body, his intellect and his abilitieand God is bringing all these things together, that which is spiritual
and good, and that which is perhaps worldhd carnal, He is bringing it all together for His one future
purpose.

Wasn't it wonderful to study him and to look at all the opportunities that this young man Moses had, of statu
and of pleasure that he could enjoy. What a blessing it was for us ilw Aets chapter 7 that one day it says
that it came into Moses' heart to visit his brethren. That must be an encouragement to any parents here t
evening, especially parents who have not believing children, that there was a day when it came into Mose
heart to visit his brethren. Can you hold on to that? All you have whispered into your child's ear, all that yot
have brought to them over the yeaiis is not in vain, it cannot be in vain, and if you trust God and keep
praying for them and trust Gogsovidence in their life, these things will come to their remembrance!

What a joy it was for us to see in Hebrews chapter 11, that great chapter, that 'By faith Moses, when he w
come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Chatte&ngo suffer affliction with

the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ gree
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsc
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible'. What a triumphant
note! You would be forgiven for standing back at that great epitaph of faith of this man and saying: 'What ¢
man Moses was'. What a man he was, he pvabably the greatest, indisputably, the greatest man in the
whole of the Old Testament. Yet God's providence in Moses' life was not without its problems. You will find
that in life, and as you embark upon the life of faith in Christ, you will find thoat'sGprovidence does not
mean a bed of roses and an easy ride, but God's providences often have those clouds that break in bles:
upon our heads but they are clouds! Providence has its problems. The maze of life that we-ayeun
remember we likenethe Christian life to a maze at times, you don't know where you're going, you're
walking in faith. Of course you know the final destiny, and you've all the promises of adometimes

you hit dead ends, you don't know whether to turn right or lefjpdorward or back, you don't know where

to go, and you just need someone standing on a hill instructing you as they look down on the maze, where
go and how to travel.

Even after major spiritual conquests there can be major spiritual crises. In Heldreme see that by faith
Moses came to his mother, his adopted mother, in Egypt and he renounced and reneged upon all of t
blessings and all of the heritage that he would have in Egyptprobably would have went to the throne,

yet he turned his baabn it all and he did that by faith. But right after he does that we see that that spiritual
mountaintop went into a spiritual valleyvhy? | can't give you an accurate answer why, but | can sum it up
in the title of our series: man is born unto troubléhassparks fly upwards.

Your first point is this: that Moses met a dead end. In this maze ofylda remember we looked last week

at how he had an entrance into this maze, and how he had a promising start as he went ontuit rvaay

we find that Mbses meets a dead end. | don't know about you, but as | read through biblical biographie:
there's one thing | love about-iand | read quite a bit, and | like reading Christian biographies, and | hope
that you do too and you'll learn a great deal froemthBut Christian biographies tend to put a good light on
every man that they write about, but the biographies that we find within the Scriptures have these men, wat
and all. Their spiritual mountaintop experiences, their great ability and prowess a$ Gmaah but they also

show them as realistic sinners, as men of like passions as we are. That encourages me and it ought
encourage you.

Like Abraham that we studied recently, like Abraham before him and many after him, Moses made on
mistake in theife of faith that is a critical mistakeand it would be crucial for you tonight to understand
what that mistake is, and for you to avoid it within your spiritual life. It is this: Moses renounced Egypt,
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Moses did not fear Pharaoh, he renounced the pkesmsfithe world and he followed God by faith, but what

he had begun in faith he tried to accomplish in the flesh. What he began by faith he tried to accomplish in tr
flesh. He tried to do in the flesh what God had only promised in the Spirit. Wherpbedt@own from the

road to the throne as he did, it wasn't long before his Hebrew blood began to boil. Turn with me to Act:
chapter 7, this is a tremendous sermon of Stephen's, and here we read an account of this, how Moses met
dead end, Acts 7 and wer 24. In verse 23 we read that it was put into his heart after 40 years to 'visit his
brethren the children of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him th
was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: For he supposeeéthi®brwould have understood how that God

by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not'. It was in his heart, and it was put in his heart b
God through his mother's influence and through the influence of the Spirit of God | believe. What inas pu
his heart through the promises of God and the word of God, Moses tried to accomplish through the flesh, ar
it didn't work!

Now keep your finger there and turn with me to Galatians chapter 3 for a moment. Galatians chapter 3 is
parallel of the flek and spirit- it is many things, but one thing it is is a parallel between the flesh and the
spirit. There were Judaisers came to the church at Galatia and said: 'Yes, Christ has died and faith in Chris
cross is essential, but there is more to it tther. You've got to keep the law, you've got to be circumcised,
you've got to adhere to the food laws and so on. It's got to be faith and a little bit of religion mixed into it'
faith and the flesh if you like. Now here's what Paul says, and this ereertidous commentary on this
incident in Moses' life, Galatians 3 verse 3: 'Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now mad
perfect by the flesh?'. We have been saved by the Spirit, Romans 8 tells us that; we have been made f
from the lawof sin and death, and incidentally that is the law of God that only brought death to us because
we couldn't keep it. We've been made free from the law of sin and death, and we have been given a ne
message which is the law of the Spirit and life in Cliéstus which has set us free.

Now here's the thing where many of us fall down: we start in the Spirit and we carry on in the flesh. Pau
says, and Moses' life testifies, don't be so foolish! Having begun in the Spirit, you'll not be made perfect b
the flesh. Now remember, let's go back to Moses' father here, Abraham way in the past. Remember h
incident with Hagar? What was it? A promise that was given in the Spirit that he tried to accomplish in the
flesh. He took Hagar, he slept with her, he broughisbhmael to his nameit was a son, but it was not the
promised son of faith, it was a son of the flesh. You can see how today, even in our news bulletins, ho
Abraham is still suffering today because of what was carried on in the flesh and not inith&/8pinust do

God's will in God's way. It's not just about knowing His will, it's not even about doing His wdlmore

than that: it's doing God's will in God's way.

You've seen already in these character studies that as we run the race of &aéhongrive to master and to

be experts in excellence in our life of faith; but we will not be crowned, Paul says, except we strive lawfully.
We are to run the race, but as we run the race we are to keep the rules. Now that should really make
analyseour lives, our thoughts, the work that we do for the Lord, simply because it is possible to do right
things in wrong ways, to do the will of God in a wrong way. But what is so blessed to us and should really
thrill us this evening and make us praise Gedpisee that Moses moved from this point in his-lifieere

was hope for Mosesand later one day God would lead His own people out of Egypt through the same hand
of Moses that smote the Egyptian and buried him under the sand. One day 'Moses thewouldidy&

called 'Moses the meekest of all megét we must learn this lesson tonight, let's not scour over Moses, let's
not see him with a halo and forget where he came from to be what we know him to be.

How and why did he meet the dead end? Well &ifstll he let his passion take over. There's no doubt about

it, we need believers with a bit of feeling and a bit of fire in these days, but we cannot let our passion tak
over. There are times when our heart ought not to rule our heads. The secorftetdidgwas he acted
prematurely. It was not God's time. He thought he was doing God's will, he thought he was delivering one c
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his people, but it was not God's time to do what he did. He had more to learn, God had to bring him throug
40 years of the sclobof the Midian wilderness as a shepherd. He wasn't going to do this until he was 80, but
40 years premature he moved too quickly.

| don't know whether you feel that this applies to your life, but | feel it mastertainly applies to mine. At

times we get into difficulties, we don't know what to do, and we are waiting on God but we can't wait long
enough for God, and we devise our own way out of the situation rather than wait any longer for God
Remember the story of King Saul in his backsliding apiditsal decline? He was facing the Philistine
invasion and he was forced, he felt, to make for himself an offering and a sacrifice to God before they wer
into battle. Just as he made that sacrifice, and he wasn't legalised to make the sacrificefaotr Wwamrto do

it was for Samuel, but just after he felt forced into doing it he lifted his head and he saw Samuel coming
across the mountain. He had acted prematurely, he hadn't waited on God's time.

When you're doing God's will first make sure you'esgon doesn't overrule your mind. Secondly, make
sure that you don't act prematurely doing God's will. Wait on the Lbodv many times do we read that in

the word of God? But is there a harder thing to do in the life of faith than to wait on God instidet
society where we can get everything at the push of a buttowait on God? One whom we cannot see, we
cannot hear, we cannot know, touch, feel or sensewait on Him? That's why the Psalmist exhorts us so
often: 'Wait on the Lord. Be of goamburage and He shall strengthen thine heart. Wait, | say, on the Lord'".
Proverbs 20: 'Say not thou, | will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD', don't take the law into your own
hands, 'and he shall save thee'.

Now turn with me to Hebrews chapter 10 iagal'here's one theme right throughout the whole book of
Hebrews that is noteworthy, and that is the theme of reward, you find it right throughout the whole book o
Hebrews: reward. You remember in Hebrews 11, if you look at it just briefly, you'll 3eddkas 'esteemed

the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense
the reward'. He saw the reward by faith, not the reward of the gold of Egypt and the wine, and all of the
luscious food, and thieek and the garlic, but he saw something that was invisibdesaw God, he saw a
reward that was by promise and by faith. Now here is what Hebrews 10 says on the same theme, verses
and 36: 'Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath gomahpense of reward'there is that
statement again'For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise'. There it is.

Now | know that one thing | have need of in my life with regards to this walk tbf fpatience. Don't we

all need it? We act too quickly, we react to situations rather than waiting on God, and waiting nearly until
describe it like this until God almost pushes us into the situation, until we are 110%, if we can ever be, sure
thatthat is where God wants us to be. F.B. Meyer says: 'One blow struck when the time is fulfilled is worth &
thousand struck in premature eagerness'. He struck the blow against the Egyptian, and it was worth nothir
it was a sin against God, it was dongyassion, it was done prematurely. If he had struck the blow in God's
time, it would have been worth a thousand more premature strikes.

Passion, prematurity, and thirdly there was his pride. | think that this was maybe the hardest lesson for Mos
to learn and | know personally it's the hardest lesson for me to learn in mygdride. Hannah prayed the
prayer- and remember we saw last week she was looking for a delivereatambshe testified in her song of
praise when God gave her Samuel: 'For bgrgjth shall no man prevail'. Here you have this opposite
antithesis of the Spirit and the flesh, and Hannah had to learn in her life of faith that by the flesh, by the
strength of man, shall rane prevalil. It is not by might, but by my Spirit saith thed.o

You remember he slew the Egyptian, and what does it say he did? It says: 'He looked this way and he look
that way', to see if anyone saw what he had done. Then he buried the body in the sand. He was looking to :
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who was there, if anyone saw hinmerRaps he was looking to see what men thought, maybe he was looking
for the praise of his own Hebrew brother®©h, you're a great deliverer Moses! You come and lead us and
bring us out of Egypt'. Let me say this: if Moses knew that he was doing thef @itid in the way of God,

if he was sure that he was in God's plan and sovereign purpose, he wouldn't have cared who saw him,
wouldn't have cared what men thougfior it was God's plan. He looked this way and he looked that way,
and you know what thaheans: he was walking by sight and not by faith! Do you see it? Here was his dead
end! What had been germinating in this young man of God's heart by the Spirit and by the promises of Gc
was beginning to be mutated into something that was above and Bydhithg that God stamps His divine

seal of approval on, it was becoming the flesh.

That is why the Saviour called us in the Sermon on the Mount to be-siyeflie singleeyed. Was not He
Himself singleeyed when He said: 'l do always the things thaagg#eHim'. This life that we have entered is

a life of faith, you must grasp that. It is a life that is walked in the Spirit, and navigated not by what we see
and what our intellect and our wisdom and our common sense tell us, but it is to be naviggiadexhtly

faith in God. You know the story better than | do, that when it reached the ears of Pharaoh what Moses h:
done, Pharaoh sought to slay him. It says that Moses feared, and he got up and he fled into ttes dasert
away! Now look again with mat Hebrews 11, because here is a supposed contradiction you would nearly
think. Verse 27 of Hebrews 11, it says that: 'By faith Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king'
Yet it says in Exodus, chapter 3 | think it is, that Moses fledrigd?haraoh.

Is that a contradiction? Of course it's not a contradiction, there are no contradictions in the infallible word o
God. But it says here in Hebrews 11 that he didn't fear the King, it says in Exodus that he did fear the Kinc
so how do we workt out? Well let me give you this ideait's my own, and | don't know whether you'll
agree with it or not, but | think in the context of everything that we have been considering this evening
already this is the only answer. Could it be that the feadsssof a pure vision given by God that was not
executed by God's will in God's way was mutated into a godless fear? Do you see it? Something that was g
in Moses' heart by the very Spirit of God, and that was pure, and that was according to the seileagign
providence and purposes of God, because he didn't execute that by faith it turned into fear.

You know, an aspiration in any of our hearts that is born in the Spirit can be executed in the flesh, isn't th
right? It was by faith that he forsookg#pt, it was by faith that he went into his adopted mother and
renounced everything, it was by faith that within his heart there welled up this passion and fire to denounc
Egypt, and to go and help his brethrdout he executed it in the flesh. It wad by faith, like Hebrews 11

says, he buried the body and he ran. We read in Exodus that the reaction of the men around him, when
saw two Hebrews fighting together, they said: 'Are you going to slay us like you slew the Egyptian?'.
Everything around thigvas not testifying the will of God, he was looking to the eyes of men rather than to
the eyes of Godand we read that the fear of man bringeth a snare.

He reaches a dead end in his life, it's a desert dead end, but here we're brought back verny tgréusall
overarching theme agatwhat is it? The providence of God. Don't ask me to work this out, there's a number
of things that | cannot work out. You might think you can work them out, but you can't. You can't work them
out. I'll tell you one of the: the triune God, three in onecan you work that out? You can't work it out,
don't try and work it out, you can't work it ouust believe it, that's what faith is! The evidence of things not
seen, or not understood. I'll tell you another thing yoo'tcaork out: the sovereignty of God and the
responsibility of man. You're responsible for your own soul, deciding for Christ, but God is working in you.
God's Spirit is actually saving you and bringing light into your helacain't reconcile those twainhgs, but |
believe those two things. There are many other things within the word of God, and here is another thing thi
is very hard to understand in the whole providential working of God. What is it? God in His providential
sovereignty can even work ofailures into His sovereign plan. He can work failures together for our good.
If you like, He can draw a straight line with a crooked stick. He can do His will through us, and in the life of
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Moses- although it was not the sovereign choice, if you likeGGod to make Moses sin and not have faith,
that's not what we're talking aboubut what was in His plan was that it was necessary for Moses to go
through this school, it was necessary for him to reach a dead end in his life, it was necessary fgohim to
out and run into the desert and spend 40 years as a shepherd in the wilderness in -olbbscasityecessary.

He would become a shepherd in the open spaces of Midian. If you're familiar with the word of God you'll set
what a great school the desamtlahe wilderness often is to men and to women of God. You remember Paul
for three years went into the wilderness, to the desert of Arabia, and God revealed many of the mysteries tt
we have in the epistles to him. John the Baptist was a voice cryifg iwitderness, and here you have
Moses and he's in Midian. I'm sure that all of what he went through, all of what his mother whispered in hi:
ear as a child, all of the passion and the spiritual exercise in his heart to be a deliverer for the peaple of Isr
would have seemed absolutely pointless and futile, and his life would have felt a failure. But listen tonight! It
was in that desert of failure that Moses met God. Isn't that wonderful? He revealed Himself to him in
chapters 3 and 4 as the great 'l AMe never revealed Himself in that way before to any man, but He
revealed Himself to an old failure of 80 years of age in the desert as 'l AM'. It's wonderful that God can mak
even our failures work together for our good. Friend tonight, never forgeseton't ever forget that Moses

met God in the desert as a shepherd, and not in the palace as a prince.

What a maze Moses' life is turning out to be, isn't it? It seemed from his entrance that he had a promisir
start, but as with all of God's childrénis only through the crucible of pain and problems and trials that the
gold of godliness can be formed, and we can be broken and moulded into the image that God would have
in. It is the way of the cross, isn't it? The way of the New Testament, dbd-$thined pages that we read

that our Saviour trod to purchase our redemption and our salvatierare asked to trod that way. We are to

go along the same road, whether it is the crucifixion of our fleshly lusts that war against the soul, whether
is simply the denial of our sinful self or even our good seld you know that there is a good self that is of

the flesh? That you can do good things not in God's way that are in the flesh? You can pray in the flesh, yc
can do charity in the flesh, yourcdast in the flesh, and all of that which is not of the Spirit we are to
crucify.

It is amazing, and | believe this with all my heaystou can argue with me if you like, you wouldn't be the
first - | believe that God in His mysterious sovereignty allawgo hit brick walls in our life. Do you know
why? Because God, perhaps above anything else, wants us to come to an end of ourselves, and He want
to find everything in Him. Now, sometimes there's no other way of doing that than to let us crash. As i
happened in Moses' life, it happens in many a life, that men have to be broken down before God can bre.
in. Isn't it interesting that the mighty Moses had come to an end of himself, and as we see him in the ne;
chapter that we're going to look at, cleap8, he comes to an end of himself and he loses confidence in
himself. That's why God brings us to an end of ourselves, to lose confidence in ourselves. A man who we
learned in all the wisdom of Egypt, a man who was mighty in word and in deed, hesdréalactrembling

child in the presence of Almighty God.

Now let's look at it, Exodus 3. If you can imagine in your mind's eye a normal sunny morning in the plains of
Midian, and there are sheep lying all across the dedery, lying and sleeping in ¢hmorning sun. The
scene has just been like thatink of it, it hasn't changed for the man Moses for 40 years as he's been a
shepherd in that desert. He knows every nook and cranny of that wilderness. If it was you or | looking at hir
in his eightieth gar, and looking at the promises that God had given him, and the upbringing that his mothel
and father had given him, and the great learning that God had given him in Egypt, we would assign him t
absolute extinction wouldn't we? We would relegate him lagpeless! What can God do with an old done
man like that? It's too late! His day's gone! We would sing to him, 'Moses, sit down there a moment: Waste
years, wasted years, Oh how foolish'. But what an encouragement tonight that God met a failure of an o
rickety man, and made him the mightiest man in the Old Testament!
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Here you have it, from a burning bush God broke the divine silence in Moses' life for 40 years. Look at vers
4, Moses is out in the desert, he sees a burning bush. He says, versdl 3iolWwirn aside, and see this
great sight, why the bush is not bumit's burning but it is not consumed. Verse 4: 'And when the LORD
saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Mos
And he sal, Here am I'. 'Moses, Moses', twice. Now could it be tonight, listen, | know thatwme | say

this kindly- we may have an elderly congregation in the Iron Hall, but could it be that God is calling not just
to the young but to those in senior yeartg ia life, and it may be like Moses He has to knock twiete

had to say it twice: 'Moses, Moses'. Maybe He's knocking on your door, wanting you to serve Him, and th
guestion tonight is this: are you responding, 'Here am I'?

He reveals Himself out ohat burning bush. He says: 'l AM', in verse 14:'l AM THAT | AM'. | don't want

to dazzle you | can't dazzle you anyway!but | don't want to confuse you any more than I'm already trying
not to do, but that statement 'l AM'is a Hebrew verb. The Loliterally taking the Hebrew verb 'to be' as

His name. It's symbolising 'l AMI am! | was, | will be, but | am! | am the real, living, existent God, and |
am in the here and nowhave you got it? 'I'm the real, living God'. He speaks of the past, éserr and

the future all rolled into oneand you'll see it, look at verse 6, He speaks of the past to Moses. He said: 'l am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraharnthat's the past. If you look at verse 7, the present: 'l have surely
seen the affliton of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters
for 1 know their sorrows; And | am come down to deliver therhie present. Then the future, He says in
verse 10: 'Come now therefore, and | will send thee Bheraoh'. ‘| heard My people cry', verse 10, 'and |
am sending you'.

What a meeting! I'll tell you, I'm not the most patient Christian, | want to have all of God and | want to have
all of Him now- I'm not always prepared to pay the price, as most afres't. | just want everything now,
quick fix, everything now! But | think, perhaps, | would be willing to waithope He doesn't keep me to

this - but 80 years to have an encounter with God that this man had. Wasn't it wonderful? The eternal Go
revealng Himself for the first time ever as this name, this great name. It is amazing. Here's the proof, if yoL
want any proof that Moses came to the end of himself, here's the proof: the excuses start coming.

Now this is a man that was chomping at the bited3wd's deliverer, so much so that he committed murder
to do it- and now when God's time comes, in God's will and in God's way, the excuses come rolling out. It
interesting, isn't it, that one who in youth couldn't wait on God's time, tried it ingble ith his youth, and
when the time is right to free the people of God he is how reneging upon God's call. F. B. Meyer says: 'H
who had once run before God in feverish impatience, he now lagsh&arned behind Him'. Now, if you

will suffer a word of ekortation from one so green behind the ears, some of you can remember a day wheil
you were on fire for God. You can remember a day when it rose in your heart to visit your brethren. You cal
remember a day when God's passions burned in your heart but,dortslof reasons that | don't know and
perhaps you're not sure of, those embers have died and the gold has grown dim. You, like Moses, have |
your vigour that you had in youth. But could it band here's the big question for many of usuld it be

that that youthful energy was nothing only youthful energy? When the going got tough, because it was in th
flesh, it's gone could it be?

What's the answer? Well, | don't know the ABC of it, but I'll tell you this much: you need a fresh encounter
with God. Isn't that what did the trick for Moses? Meeting God again! It was because of this encounter, righ
at the dead end of his maze of a life, right there because of this later on as he's receiving the law on Mot
Sinai- and we haven't got time to gaanthe greatness of the mountains of Moses' life, and the great ecstasy
of service for God that he went into after his 80th ydaut it wasn't until after this point at old age that he
became a man who was following hard after God, and who could say; dbmw me Thy glory!".
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But yet there were excuses on his lips. Verse 11, the first excuse, chapter 3 verse 11: 'Who am |, that | shot
go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?'. What did the Lord say’
He said:'l will be with you'. 'Who am 1?* it doesn't matter who you are, 'l will be with you. | am the One
who was and ever shall be, | am the One who never changes'. As one writer said, He was communicating
Moses: 'There's not an hour that you will be withbly companionship. There's not a difficulty that will be
without My cooperation. There is not the Red Sea that will be without My right arm. There is not a mile of a
wilderness journeying without the angel of My presence'. Forget about who you aré! 'l AM

Excuse number two in verse 13: '‘Behold, when | come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto then
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? What shall | s
unto them?'. The answer: 'I AM WHO IMY You'd almost be forgiven for thinking that was the same
answer- maybe it is. 'l AM'- 1 am the answer'l AM WHO | AM'. The point He was making was: 'l am
exclusively God'. Moses was coming from the point: 'They've so many gods here in Egypt, aricarhe

to them and say God says let them-gbey're going to say 'What's his name?". He's saying: 'This is My
name: | AM GOD, and there is none oth@nd whatever you need, Moses, I'll meet that need'.

His third excuse is in chapter 4 and versé&He answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me,
they'll not listen to my voice: for they will say, The LORD hasn't appeared to you'. We haven't got time to go
into all this, but the Lord gave him three signs. He said: 'What's that in yodP'hamd he had a rod,
probably a shepherd's crook in his hand, and he threw it to the ground and it turned into a serpent. Tt
serpent was an image of Egyptian worship, it was really picturing the Egyptian na@hit says that
Moses ran from the sezpt, just as he had run from Egypt! But God told him to pick up the serpent, don't be
afraid, and when he picked it up it turned into the rod or staff again. God is saying: 'l have power over Egyp
and | have power not only over nature, but over allybatre going to be facing'.

What a future that rod would have! Can you cast your mind forward a little bit and see how that same ro
would be stretched over the Red Sea, and the waters would part and the people would be exited out into 1
promised land®o you see the rod smiting the rock and the waters miraculously coming from it? Do you see
the rod causing the victory over the Amalekites in battle? What it is saying is this: a rod with God behind it i
mightier than the vastest army, the vastest superpof the world. Just an old rod, but a rod with God.

The second sign is that He told him in verse 6 to thrust his hand into his bosom, and he took it out and it w:
leprous. Then God told him to put it back in again and it was healed. God was teflinbHave power over

life and death, don't be afraid of your lfé have power, and | have not only power over life and death but
power to cleanse'. The third sign was that He told him to pour out waters from the Nile, and that they wouls
turn to blood- verse 9. You know that the Egyptians worshipped the Nile, it was their life source, they lived
around it- but they treated the Nile as a god. And God was declaring judgement upon all their false gods
why? Because 'l AM WHO | AM'!

The fourth excuse imerse 10 of chapter 4, this is the laughable one: 'l can't speak. I'm not eloquent. | don't
know what to say'. This is the same man who Stephen says was mighty in word and in deed, who wze
learned in all the wisdom of Egypt, and | can't believe that bt speak! | just believe that he was filled

with fear and he had lockjaw! He couldn't speak, why? Because he could not believe God, and even whe
God told him 'l AM WHO | AM', God had to send Aaron with hinand that, | believe, was the flesh too
becaise Aaron was a thorn in his flesh from that day since.

What excuses: 'l have no ability, | have no message, | have no authority, | have no elecarehperhaps

the most astounding in verse 13, he says this, look at verse 13 and we're nearly fldismedord, send, |

pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilthave no inclination. Do you know what he's saying? 'l don't
care who You send, but don't send me, I'm not going'. Now listen, friend tonight, if you don't take anything
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out of what | sg this evening take this: God can take an old failure like that and turn him into one of the
mightiest men in the Bible.

Sometimes we do everything to avoid the will of God, but eventually Moses submitted to that higher
authority on the hill that was gurdy him through the maze of his life. You know the plagues that came, but
he listened to the voice of God shouting from the hill, and eventually what happened? The exit came in th
maze of his life exodus, the people were delivered! The moment for wictvas born, bringing them into

the promised land, but he could only get there by faith, seeing Him who is invisible!

Now I'm finished with one thought, please one moment. Second Timothy 2 verse 12, we read: 'lIf we suffe
with him, we shall also reign wWithim: if we deny him, he also will deny us'. It says in Hebrews 11 of
Moses: 'Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect u
the recompense of the reward’. Now turn with me to Matthew 16, and withdiignish, Matthew 16 and
verse 25. You have the scene being set for the transfiguration of our Lord, and it says before He goes up t
mountain He's teaching His disciples, verse 25: 'Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoeve
will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in tf
glory of his Father with his angels; and them $hall reward- mark that- 'he shall reward every man
according to his works. Verily | say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of deatl
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom'. And we know that the next chapteSisrt of man, a
forerunner of the Son of man coming in His kingdom, let's read it: 'After six days Jesus taketh Peter, Jame
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before ther
and his face did shinas the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared untc
them Moses'!

What is this a forerunner of again? What is it? The kingdom, the Son of man coming in His kingdom, and th
Lord will reward works of men and women, worksfaith, in the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ when
He comes again. And because Moses denied himself, he is on the Mount of Transfiguration! What a reward

'As a soldier who shrinks from the danger,
The joy of the soldier must lose.

So the crown of the lrd is withholden,

If the cross upon earth we refuse'.

Let's bow our heads, and as we do that in the quietness perhaps yourariedon't know how long
you're on the road but maybe the fire has gone out, and the gold has grown dim. Will you ¢ake h
tonight? God can take an old man like Moses and make him a mighty man of God. You're still here for :
reason you know, you might be in retirement but God hasn't set you out to graze yet. There's plenty for yc
to do in God's work, but you must sayelid am I'.

Father, we thank Thee for Moses, but more we thank Thee for the Lord Jesus Christ. Moses was a man
like passions as we are, but Christ was tested as we are yet without sin. He went to Calvary and bore our <
and we thank Thee for the lité faith that we live in and through the Spirit of God. We pray that we will not
begin in the Spirit and carry on in the flesh, but that we will walk in the Spirit that we may not fulfil the lusts
of the flesh- whether they be good or bad. Teach us Lad o react when we come to these dead ends,
and Lord teach us to look up and submit to the divine instructions, and then we may break down but we wi
break out for God. Lord we need grace and we need help, and we pray that we will be the Christians th
You want us to be. Thank You for the promise 'l AM WHO | AM', Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The Wokérch 2002
www.preachthevord.com
info@preachtheord.com
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As Sparks Flying UpwardsChapter7
"The Exhaustion Of Elijjah"

Copyright 2002
by Pastor David Legge
All Rights Reserved

| Kings 19:1 -18

1. His External Problem s

a) Circumstances

b) Personalities
2. His Internal Problems

a) His convictions

b) His fears and emotions

¢) His physical and mental condition
3. His Solutions

a) Getagood rest

b) Get a grip of yourself

c) Get a fresh glimpse of God

e are beginning to read at verse 1 to 18. Now let me just say that we're speaking on the subject tr
evening The Exhaustion of Elijah’, and some of the young people gathered out this evening will
have been at the Young Life meeting recently where | dealt with the character of Elijah. The outline that yoL
have before you may be rather similar, but | assure you that the contents in between the outline |
dramatically changed. So don't be thinking yaning to get an action replay this eveninglthough the
points are quite similar | hope and trust that there are some new thoughts for you here this evening.

@r reading this evening is taken from the flvebk of Kings and chapter 19, 1 Kings chapter 19, and

Beginning at verse 1: "And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how heimadl $fe
prophets”, of Baal that is, "with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gc
do to me, and more also, if | make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. And
when he saw that, he @& and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and lef
his servant there. But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down unde
juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might diesaddIt is enough; now, O LORD, take away
my life; for | am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then a
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken
the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again. And the ang
of the LORD came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journe)
too great for thee. And he arose, ahd eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and
forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behol
the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest tholEljate? And he said, | have
been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, throwi
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even | only, am left; and they seek my life, t
take itaway. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LOF
but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind arthguake; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still smal
voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out,chimd stoo
the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou her
Elijah? And he said, | have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel hay
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thialtars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even | only,
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am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king oveASyriehu the son of
Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt tho
anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael sh
Jehu slay: and hirthat escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet | have left me seven thousan
in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him".

If you're familiar with chapters 18 and 19 of 1 Kings you wilbkv that in chapter 18 verses 1 through to 40
you have Elijah's challenge to the priests and prophets of Baal. You will know that there was a revival o
Baal worship in Canaan and among the people of God. In other words, they were following false gods, the
were exercising false rituals, giving false sacrifices, and they were worshipping this false god Baal. O
course, King Ahab and Jezebel were encouraging this Baal worship. But it all came to a climax, or
showdown if you like, on Mount Carmel where Bhj the prophet of God, is faced with many of the
prophets of Baal and Elijah throws down the gauntlet and challenges them: who is the real God of heave
who answers by fire? Does Baal answer by fire? In other words, is Baal the real and the livingtared the
god, or is Jehovah God? Is Jehovah the God who will answer by fire?

Of course you know the story, that the prophets of Baal set up a sacrifice, and they called upon their go
Baal. They cut themselves, they rent their garments, they squealecpiyeitad like mad men and women,

and they cried for their godbut there was no answer. As you read down chapter 18 you find that Elijah
taunts them. He asks them: 'Where has your god gone? Has he gone on a journey? Is your gedaadleep?’
in sarcasnhe pokes fun at the fact that their god is not a real and a living god, their god does not exist. The
after that great showdown Elijah comes, he digs a trench around the sacrifice, he pours water in the trenc
three times he pours water over the sa@ifidf | could say it, it doesn't make sense but this is the way |
think of it, it was as if he was making it hard for God to do what seemed impossible in the eyes of the
prophets of Baal. He prayed and cried unto his God, and the God that answeretlabsviiered by fire, and
consumed the whole sacrifice. Elijah restored the altar of the Lord, the God of heaven answered by fire, ar
the people of Israel were heard to cry on Mount Carmel: 'The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!
Jehovah, He is God!'. Véha triumph!

If that was not enough we move on from the challenge to the priests of Baal, and we find in verses 41 to 4
that he takes Ahab, he tells Ahab to go and have a meal because God is going to come and answer prayer
bring great rain the fanine will be broken, the famine that was across the land because of their idolatry and
their Baal worship would finish. So Ahab goes off to an inn somewhere and he eats and he drinks, and Elije
goes and he prays and puts his head between his kneeseandnta God seven times for the rain to come,
and the seventh time his servant sees a little cloud in the sky about the size and like the shape of a ma
hand. And Elijah said: 'There is the sound of abundance of rain’. The heavens opened and theaads fe
the blessing comes to the land again. That is why in the book of James we read that Elijah was just like uc
but he prayed for rain and God answered him, and the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availe
much.

What a great man Elijahag, and in chapter 18 alone we see the triumph of Elijah the man of power, Elijah
the man of prayer. We see him walking back from this great victory with his servant as the rain come:
drenching down, as the winds of the storm are blowing in his face,|gaidl goes back to his humble home,

and Ahab goes up to the great palace. All the day long, | imagine in my mind's eye, Jezebel to be looking o
of the window of the palace wondering how the great showdown was going on, how the great battle of divin
powes was taking place. | wonder as she saw the dark storm clouds hovering over the land, she probak
thought that Baal and her prophets had won the day. You can imagine Ahab coming into the palace after tl
great battle, you can imagine Jezebel asking lum tthe day had gone. F. B. Meyer, in his book of character
studies, does exactly that and this is the way it goes: "She says to Ahab: 'How have things gone today? |
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doubt well, the rain has anticipated your favourable reply’. Ahab says: 'l have nothatigytou that will

give you pleasure'. 'Why?', she says. 'The worst has happened'. 'What do you mean the worst has happer
Where are my priests?'. Ahab says: "You will never see them again, they are all dead! By this time the
bodies are floating oubtsea'. 'Who has dared do this thing?', she says, 'Did they not defend themselves? Di
you not raise your hand for them? How did they die?'. And then Ahab would tell her: 'The God, Jehovah
answered by fire™.

We're reminded of the words of Shakespearenwve see her response: 'Hell hath no fury like a woman
scorned’. Ahab was a sensual man, we must remember that, the Scriptures teach us that he was extren
materialistic and all he cared about was eating and drinking, his horses and his mules, lbeking a
riches, and really deep down he didn't really care who was the nation‘sadich deity they followed. It

didn't matter to him whether it was Baal, or whether it was Jehonaias just who filled his pockets with

the most, sensually and maadistically. But Jezebel was a different character altogether, Jezebel was a
passionate disciple of the god Baal. As soon as she heard this news that all of the prophets of Baal were sl
by the hand of Elijah, | believe that deep down in her heart sheed that there would be a great
reformation, a great revival, a great turning again to Jehovah in the land. Like Queen Mary fearing the
prayers of John Knox more than the Spanish Armada, Queen Jezebel feared the prayers and the preachin
Elijah more han any nation upon the face of God's earth. That is why in verse 2 of chapter 19 it says that sf
sent a messenger unto him, and said to Elijah: 'Let the gods do to me, and more also, if | make not thy life
the life of one of them by to morrow abouisthime'. 'May the gods of heaven do to me what you did to my
prophets, if | don't do to you what you did to them by this time tomorrow'.

I'm not sure that she really wanted his blood, but one thing I'm sure of is: she wanted him out of the land. Si
wanted his holy influence out of the nation so that this great turning of the tide back to God would be
stopped. | imagine that this perhaps was the destiny, if you like in the words of the book of Esther, Elijah ha
come to the kingdom for such a time as.tlfishere was any time in Elijah's life when he was needed in the
land, he was needed now. The tide was changing from Baal to Jehovah. From what we know of Elijah and ¢
his great triumphs of faith, his great triumphs of prayer, his great triumphs ef pgou read these verses

and you're waiting with bated breath for another great supernatural exploit of spiritual heroism, but we're
deflated! We're horrified! We're disappointed and let down as we see what happens. For when this messa
comes from Jezebwe find in verse 3 that when Elijah saw this, 'he arose, and went for his life, and came to
Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there'. He fled the kingdom of Israel and we
down to Judah.

Can you see that gaunt figure that om@es a great man, under the cover of the night sky, the cover of the
clouds beating down the rain of blessing from God, can you see him scurrying through the driving rain like
an animal pursued by its predator across the hills of Samaria? He reachesliedrsHeaves his servant
there; he still doesn't feel safe enough and so he runs into the wild desert waste stretches southward of Mo
Sinai. He wants to get as far away from this wicked Queen as possible. Can you see him as the sun rises
the morningand he walks over the scorching sands? He's dehydrated, he's weary, helmtitdw gets to

the end of himself and he falls beneath the shade of a juniper tree, and cries out in despair: 'I've had enou
Lord, take my life!".

What a different chacter he seems to be now to us, doesn't he? This is truly the exhaustion of Elijah. Some
scholars believe, | don't know what to believe, but some of them believe that if this great man had not cave
in at this point a great revival and a great reformattonld have come to the land, and there would not have
been a dispersionit would have been prevented. But isn't it interesting, as we've been going through this
study 'As Sparks Flying Upwards' looking at great men like Abraham, and like Jacob andaiusbfises,

and now this great prophet Elijathow these great characters of the Bible often fall down where we most
would have expected them to stand strong! You remember Abraham, and we have seen that he is known
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the father of faith, yet we see himigg down to Egypt and lying to Pharaoh. He didn't have faith enough in
God to believe that Pharaoh wouldn't touch his wife, so he says that she's his sister.

Do you remember Moses? We were finishing him off last week in our studies, and we saw hoanfe bec
the meekest of all men that walked upon the face of eath as we read in the end of the Pentateuch, he
missed the Promised Land because he spoke unadvisedly with his lips. His strength was his weakness, an
the very point that we would haveotight him to have succeeded was the point at which he fell. We have
them warts and all, don't we? Incidentally one man has said, and says rightly, this is one very subtle pro
that the Bible which we hold in our hands is truly the word of God. There esnhellishment of the saints

of God within the Scriptures it gives their dark side and their light side. It paints the picture of their
biographies as God, the holy, holy, holy God of heaven, sees-taegnything is there for us!

| don't know about yo, but it's a tremendous blessing and encouragement to me to realise that men like
Elijah, Abraham, Moses, Isaac and Jacob were real flesh and blood sinners just like you and me. They we
not staineeglass saints! What a solace for us, that specifichll/man Elijah is described as a man of like
passions as we are. If you're familiar with Christian history and biography you will know that some of the
greatest men and women of God and saints of history have suffered in exactly the same way as the prop
Elijah has. I'm talking about depression, I'm talking about despondency and dé&paimost a dirty word

in Christian circles. People say Christians should never be depressed, never be despodddatt is true,

an ideal Christian ought neverlte, but none of us are ideal Christians, we're all sinners saved by grace.

Even the greatest of us have fallen into the depths of the valleys of depression like Elijah. Listen tc
Spurgeon, in his book 'Lectures to My Students', a book that he writgsuiog men who are going into the
ministry, under the chapter entitled 'Minister's Fainting Fits' he admits himself that he had great depressior
in his own life- he had great 'fainting fits' personally. He cites them to be often before great succekses, an
even after great successemnd if you look at the life of Elijah, that's exactly what happens to him. After the
great triumph of Carmel he's down in the valley after the mountain, and we find thatiaftdrapter 20

he's back up on the mountaintagain. Before a success, after a success, it doesn't mattecan all be

prone to these depressions. He said that he often could not explain them, but listen to what he-does say
guote: 'Fits of depression come over most of us. Usually, cheerftd azay be, we must at intervals be cast
down. The strong are not always vigorous, the wise are not always ready, the brave are not alway
courageous, and the joyous not always happy. There may be, here and there, merbot sarely the rust

frets eva these. Surely the rust erodes even the most iron of men'.

Even great Christian leaders of state have been pronenorie other than perhaps the greatest president of
the United States, Abraham Lincoln, who was a child of God. Listen to what hél samdnow the most
miserable man living. If what | feel were equally distributed to the whole human family, there would not be
one cheerful soul on earth! To remain as | am is impossible, | must die to be better'! Have you ever felt liki
that? Maybe you dwve felt that you are one of the most iron of men, but where you are at present tonight the
rust is eroding your character and even your spiritual prestige. Perhaps you feel like Abraham Lincoln, the
you can't get out of your problem, and you must digHorgs to get better. Now let me say this: take great
heart tonight, for Elijah was a man of like passions as youl!

Now if we're to see how Elijah got out of his exhaustion, we are to do two things: we are to pinpoint his
problems, and we need to lookthé Godgiven solutions to his problems. | want us to look first of all at the
external problems that Elijah facedhere are external and there are internal problems, but let's look first at
the external ones. The first is the circumstances that Efjgddf If you remember, there was a famine in the
land. The famine was there because of the people of Israel's disobedience and idolatry, but right at the t
echelons of society there was political and religious compromise, there was apostasy amonglehaf peo
God. There is here, facing Elijah, God's prophet, if you like God's representative upon the earth at thi
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particular time, a combination of adverse circumstances that was starting to affect this iron man of God. Th
rain was literally coming down,ub as far as he was concerned it was raining and it was pelanyyou've
experienced that, when it doesn't just rain but it pours. You say to yourself: 'l could deal with perhaps one ¢
these problems, but why do all of them have to come on top okraedazen?'. Everything seems to, at a
certain time in your life, break in and you just can't cope and you break down under it.

Let me just say in passing: that is why it is so important that, when the going is good, that you keep sho
accounts with Godand you have a regular ministry of worship and communion before the-lsordhat

when the hard times come in, and perhaps even that communion is momentarily cut off by necessity, yc
have a spiritual reservoir in the past that you have carved intdif@whereby you can draw out of it. One
thing | want you to note is something that we have already learned in the life of Mesesmber we saw

that Moses, the book of Hebrews tells us, endured as seeing Him who was invisible? He turned down tt
richesand the splendour and the status of Egypt by faith, the book of Hebrews says, yet we read in Exodt
that by fear he ran away from Pharaole looked at that apparent contradiction last week. We saw how
there came a point in Moses' life where what begdiaith, he tried to carry on in the flesh. He began to
walk by sight and not by faith, he was looking at what people thought of him when he used his right hand i
slaying the Egyptian. When Pharaoh heard what Moses had done in slaying that Egyptiaghtt sbay
Moses but Moses fled in feaand you have exactly the same here in verse 3.

Look at the verse, when Elijah saw what the messenger of Jezebel was-salygrghe saw, not when he
heard, when he sawhe fled! What was he doing? The great méifaith began to walk by sight and not by
faith. Circumstances came in and faith went out. The second external problem he faced were personalitie
Sometimes we can theorise and theologise these biblical stories so much that we forget that theypdre real
flesh and blood people in everyday experience in life. These two people that Elijah is fleeing from were jus
that- two people, they are personalities: Jezebel and Ahab. A great many of the problems that we face in li
are usually problem peopleproblems that come to us through people. It might be unconverted family
members; it might be friends in our lfevhether our neighbours or work colleaguetsmight be people at
school who are unkind and bullying us; it might be people in the churchprabtéms in the church, and
politics in the church. It can be so many things, it may even be Christians that we're disillusioned with. We
see them living and doing and saying things that they ought not to do as a Christian, and we becon
despondent, we beme depressed and dejected. Even some of the closest to us can make us despair.

Turn with me for a moment, because | want to illustrate this with a biblical story, to Exodus chapter 4. This
is another scene, a little cameo from the life of Moses thatdvet have time to deal withl wanted to deal

with it, but we didn't have time to deal with it so I'm pushing it in here tonight, but it actually fits in quite
well with what we're looking at. Verse 24 of chapter 4 of Exodus, Moses has been calledjsMase®n

his way to Egypt to deliver the people from Egypt into the promised land, verse 24 says: 'lt came to pass
the way', on the road, 'in the inn, that the LORD met Moses, and sought to kill him'. Now just wipe your
eyes, because you're readingght: the Lord sought to kill Moses. This is the same Moses that He protected
from Pharaoh, that He floated up the river, that He made grow up 40 years in Egypt, gave him all the
learning of Egypt in the wisdomhe was a statesman and a soldier. lesstime Moses that went into the
Midianite desert and served there another 40 years to the age of 80, it's the same Moses that He appeare
through a burning bush and commissioned. It's the same Moses whom He put up with all the excuses that"
heard aboulast week, that you and | wouldn't put up with. Yet here, after all of this, He's seeking to kill this
man Moses!

Verse 25: 'Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son’, Gershom, 'and cast it at |
feet, and said, Surely adady husband art thou to me. So he let him go', God let Moses go, 'then she said, A
bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision'. The only plain and simple reasonable explanation
this particular aspect of Moses' life is simply this: Zipporalos&s' wife, who was not of the nation of the
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Israelites, objected to the circumcision of her son Gershama as they are on their way to Egypt to deliver

the people of God, and as Moses one day soon would receive the law of God from Mount Sinai,eand as |
would instruct the people of God to circumcise their own children as Abraham had been taught in the
covenant he would go, yet his own son was not circumcised probably because of the influence of Zipporah
How do | know that? Well, | don't know it forefinite, but everything seems to point to thdtecause she
saves Moses' life by taking a stone, circumcising the child, throwing the foreskin at Moses' feet, and sayin
to Moses: 'A bloody husband thou art to me, the bloody husband!'. Do you see it?

That's not what | want you to see, what | want you to see is this: how even the nearest and the dearest to
can cause grave problems to us. | believe that it was probably at this point that Moses sent Zipporah al
Gershom and his whole family back to Jethimfatherin-law - why? Because they were a hindrance to him,
they were a weight upon him in God's race, a sin that easily beset him. How could he teach the Israelites
circumcise their children if he wasn't doing it himself? Like Paul said, he sagghi 'l keep my body under
subjection; lest by any means, when | have preached to others, | should become a castaway'.

There's a fascinating story in the life of John Wesley. It's about his wife may not have known that John
Wesley was married, thisunder of Methodism. But listen to this, J.C. Ryle says in his book 'Christian
Leaders of the 18thentury'- he deals with people like Whitefield and Wesley, and various other great men
of God- he says of Wesley's wife: 'Wesley was once married adbeof 48. He married a widow lady of

the name of Vazeille, of a suitable age and of some independent property which she took care to have sett
upon herself. The union was a most unhappy one. Whatever good qualities Mrs Wesley may have had, th
were buied and swallowed up in the fiercest and most absurd passion of jealousy. One of his biographer
remarks: 'Had he searched the whole kingdom he could hardly have found a woman more unsuitable to hi
in all important respects'. After making her husbandra®mfortable as possible for 20 years by opening his
letters, putting his papers in the hands of his enemies in the vain hope of blasting his character, and ev
sometimes laying violent hands on him, Mrs Wesley at length left her home, leaving wostighatver
intended to return’. Now this is powerful, listen to this: ‘Wesley simply states the fact in his journal saying
that he knew not the cause, and briefly adding: 'l did not forsake her, | did not dismiss her, and | will no
recall her". John Wesle the great revivalist yet the nearest and the dearest to him was a personality
problem.

Circumstances, personalitieand then there are his internal problems. Let's look at them very quickly in the
time that we have left. His internal problemshe first is his convictions. He's in the mess that he's in
because he has followed God. In 1 Kings 18:17 and 18 Ahab calls him the 'troubler of Israel’, when Ahal
himself - as Elijah says is the troubler of Israel. It's because of his idolatry and sintttgatamine had
come, yet Elijah is labelled as the troublemakas we Christians are today. In verses 10 and 14 of chapter
19 Elijah protests: 'l alone am leftl alone am left- 'l have done zealously for the Lord Jehovah, and look

at what I'm gettig for what I'm doing'. But Elijah was right, do you know that? Because of standing up for
his principles, he was suffering because of his beliefs, and that is hard to suffer for your beliefs and for you
convictions- but if you've got any convictions wibrhaving they will be worth suffering for, and you will be
called to suffer for them.

The path to godly greatness is often a lonely path, and it causes many to draw back, and it almost caus
Elijah to draw back in this particular instance. Convicticarsg then secondly fears and emotions. It is
rightly said that the best of men are only men at best. In verse 4 what does he do? He falls under the junig
tree, he says: 'lt's enough, | have had enough, | can't go on! Lord, just take my life!". Haverysaicethat?

It's human, you know, to say thal can't go on!". Do you remember Jonah? It's almost humorous when you
see Jonah sitting down under the gourd, and just looking and waiting to see if God's going to just fry thi
whole people, the Ninevitesind boy do they deserve it! He's sitting there, | can imagine, with a packed
lunch of popcorn, waiting just loving it! Wanting to see them all being judged for their sin, but his ways
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were not God's ways! As he sits there, you remember what happerstdaGses the gourd to be eaten up
by a worm, and then the sun comes and beats down ondnthhe cries out to God in despair because he's
not getting his way, and he says: 'lt is better for me to die than to live!'.

You remember John the Baptist, threatest prophet ever born of woman? He sends his disciples to the Lord
as he's in prison, and he says: 'Art thou he that should come, or look we for another?'. Now | know there a
people believe that the great Baptist would never have doubted, but brgmirplease that his type in the

Old Testament was whom? Elijah! And where is Elijah nhow? John the Baptist was only a man like any o
them, subject to like passions, subject to fears and emeotiand can | encourage you please, if you do
anything with ars and emotions, don't listen to them! Emotions are meant to be controlled by us, they ar
not meant to control us. If we are not careful our emotions will be controlled and exploited and used by th
forces of evil and the devil himself. You control yaemotions, like the Psalmist when he says: 'Why art
thou downcast, O my soul?who's he talking to? He's talking to himself. Why? He's asking a question of
himself: 'Why are you depressed? Why are you downcast? Hope thou in God'. That is controlling you
emotions, not letting your emotions control you.

Thirdly, his physical and mental condition were one and many of his internal problems. | want you to
imagine this please, his physical strength and his nervous energy is completely overtaxed. Remember wt
he has come through: the great high of a spiritual power clash on Mount Carmel with the prophets of Baal
remember it was his own hand, he slew all those prophets! He killed them all in battle! Then he goes and |
agonises in prayer for rain, and thervhaks 18 miles in fact he doesn't walk it, he sprints 18 miles in front

of Ahab's chariot. Then, when he hears the news of what Jezebel's going to do to him, he runs away from t
without rest, until he finally collapses in a desperate depressed hesipgar exhaustion and desperation,
and cries out: 'I've had enough!".

| hope you know, we haven't got time to go into it tonight, but | hope you know that your body, your soul,
and your spirit are what you are made up of. You are a tripartite beingbgdy is senseonscious you

touch the world, you sense things with your body. Your soul isceelécious, your personality, your soul is
your intellect, your will and your emotions. Your spirit is Gaehscious, what you communicate with God
with. Although they have separate functions in a sense, a lot of them overlap and they are related to ol
another. What | mean by that is this: if you are tired and weak physically it can have an effect upon you
spiritual life, and you must remember that! If yeuil don't get guilty because you can't kneel down and
pray because your knees are wrecked! You know what I'm talking aldw#t else am | talking about? I'm
talking about going about the Master's business every night of the week, so much so thaixhaused

when it comes to a spiritual challenge.

Let's look quickly, as we close, at his solutions. Three things, it's a kind of spiritual check up. The first thing
is this: get a good rest. Is that too carnal? Get a good rest? Well, that is exafitst theng that God did

with Elijah. We read in verses 5 to 9 that He fed him, and He gave him a drink, and He touched him an
Elijah slept. Sometimes that is what we need, and that is what the Lord instructed His disciples to do: 'Corr
ye apart and rest while'. We ought not to feel guilty about-it'm not talking about laziness now, I'm
talking about the Sabbath principle. Not the Sabbath day, but the Sabbath principle right throughout th
Scriptures which is a principle of resa rest that is need. You need a rest if you're going to do God's work
and do it well! Richard Baxter, the puritan, said to his ministers, that he was training: 'Recreation to &
minister must be like whetting', an old word for sharpening, 'to a lawnmower'. In other wisde,be used

only so far as is necessary for its work. You sharpen your lawnmower so that it will cut well, and you res
well so that you can work well for the Lordand it is time to rest if you find yourself in this slough of
despond!
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Two, get a gip of yourself. Is that harsh? Well, God said to Elijah in verse 18: 'l have left me seven thousanc
in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him'. Do yo
know what He was really saying to him? It's th¥ou're not the only one in this positierget a grip of
yourself Elijah!". You know, to hear some people talking about the experiences they have gone-thndugh

| don't try to belittle them but you'd think they were the only ones that ever weoutn it. Get a rest, get a

grip of yourself, you're not the first who has gone through it and you will not be the last.

Thirdly, and most importantly, get a fresh glimpse of God. In verse 11 we read that God said: 'Go forth, an
stand upon the mount beéothe LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by'. Elijah goes to Mount Horeb,
and incidentally | don't think he was led there in the sense that somebodysadgel with a big signpost:

'‘Now it's time for Mount Horeb'. Do you know why he went to Mount H8rMount Horeb is Mount Sinai,

it's the same mountainand historically Elijah knew, | believe, that that was the place upon earth where
God's manifested presence was. Moses had seen the burning bush, Moses had been given the law th
Moses spent 40 dayand nights with God there, and Elijah knew that that was the place where he should go
As the old black Negro spiritual says: 'Where could | go, where could | go, seeking a refuge for my soul?’
and he went to the cave, and he didn't have long to ietise 9 says: 'Behold, the word of the Lord came to
him'.

Listen to what F. B. Meyer says: 'There is no spot on earth so lonely, no cave so deep and dark, that the wc
of the Lord cannot discover us and cannot come to us'. God's voice was not inltheagarthat rent the
rocks and the chasms, it was not in the wind that blew the great boulders across that mountain, it was not
the fire that took away all the heather and all the grass on the moutttaibord was not in them. You see,

| believe Eliph was expecting God to answer as He always did: in a great cataclysmic supernatugaidvay
that's the way we look for God to answer and to intervene in our lives, but no! God's voice was in a stil
small voice. Do you know what He was saying to Elijdim? working a work in your day, Elijah, and you
don't even know it. If you knew it you wouldn't believe it. Those 7,000 prophets who have not yet bowed the
knee to Baal, | did that through the still small voice and you didn't even know about it'.

As | dose tonight, do you know what that reminded me of? I'll tell you: 30 years in a little town of Nazareth,
the Son of the Living God was growing up and not a soul knew about it. A still small voice, and even wher
He came to His ministry, what does it sayHin? He did not strive, nor cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice

to be heard in the streets; but he came as the showers upon the mown grass, he came as a lamb, the Lan
God- and His Spirit descended as a dove. What's the big thing we ought to wloexhaustions? It is this:

go to the mouth of the cave, wrap your face in the mantle, and listen as the heavens open and God sa
'‘Behold, my beloved Son, hear ye him'.

Father, we thank Thee this evening for a wonderful Saviour. A bruised reed shatit Heeak, nor a
smoking flax quench. We thank Thee that He came as a servant, and He humbled Himself, and He cou
even say: 'Suffer the little children to come unto me'. Father, we thank Thee that there was not a stern rebu
for Elijah, but there was still small voice- and for those who are exhausted in their despair tonight, we
thank Thee that there is not a stern voice, but a loving Saviour who is there to sympathise, to succour, a
who is touched to the very depths of His holy divine humanity auathinfirmities. We praise Thee for Him,

and we pray that we will find everything that we need in Him, in whose name we pray, Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach ™Werd - March 2002
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachth&ord.com
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Jeremiah 20

He Felt Unequipped For His Calling

He Bore Many Burdens

He Saw How God Works In Brokenness
He Witnessed Unprecedented Destruction
He Became Christ -Like In His Sufferings
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this great prophet and his prophecy this evenimgcause we couldn't hope to cover all that is held
within this great book, that is 50 odd chapters long. The title for our series, as it hagorege week
after week and we're in our eighth study this evening, is '‘As Sparks Flying Upward'. I've told you week afte
week, and | don't want to labour it but it is very relevant this evening, that the verse that has given us the titl
for this seriedias been plucked out of the book of Job. If you're familiar with the book of Job you will know
the awful deep sufferings that this man of God went through in his lifetime. During all the reminiscences of
Job and his friends, there is this little text ttias out at us, and really touches us in the depths of our human
experience. It simply says that man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward. That verse, and indeed t
title for our series, implies the real unpredictability of life and indeed tblelgms that enter into our lives
from day to day, and even right throughout our whole experience. We find that the one who gives us the titl
for our series was extremely dejected. In Job chapter 3 especially we find Job down in the dumps to such
extert that he is almost suicidal in the expressions that he makes. He curses the day that he was ever born,
wishes that he'd died at birth, he wishes that he could die- o perhaps it was into that sentiment that
his own wife said: 'Curse God and dggt it all over with, just curse Him!

I want you to turn with me to Jeremiah ctexp20, Jeremiah chapter 20, and we will be flicking through

It's very interesting that the character that we're looking at this evening, Jeremiah, expresses some of thc
same suicidal sentiments. If you look at chapter 20 of Jeremiah and verse 14, we read some remarkal
words from the prophet of God, he says: "Cursed be the day wherein | was born: let not the day wherein
mother bare me be blessed. Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is bc
unto thee; making him very glad. And let tinan be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented
not: and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide; Because he slew me not from tt
womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great.\Withenefore

came | forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?"

As we read these words, | don't know about you but I'm caused to ask the question: 'What can make sucl
man of God, and indeed the prophet@dbd, God's man for this particular time, come out with such
devastating and dejected, depressing words?'. What can bring a man of God to such despair? What spark:
affliction have flown into this man's life and blown all his hopes away, that he cossibpyoutter such
words as these? Can you imagine what it would be like if I, as the preacher this evening, were expressit
these same sentiments? You would pull me down and set me down and say: 'You can't say those thing
What could make a prophet ob@ feel like this?

Well, we have to give you a bit of the history of the book of Jeremiah, and indeed the character Jeremiah, f

us to understand where the prophet is coming from when he expresses these emotions. If the days of Da

and Solomon could beompared to spring and summertime in the history of the kingdom of Israel, it was
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late autumn when Jeremiah came on the scene. When Jeremiah's life opens it's nearly the wintertime in 1
history of Israel's relationship with God, and there is declingénnation, there is political and religious
apostasy. Now we know from the historical records that there had been a spiritual revival under King
Hezekiah and under the prophet Isaiah. For a brief moment that revival had a real influence and effect, b
it's influence had started to decline and had long since passed as we reach Jeremiah in this passage tha
have read this evening. Even in the lifetime of Jeremiah not even the reforms of the good King Josiah cou
really make any impact upon the peoplegyt were purely cosmetic, on the surfadaut the reforms, and
some say the reformation rather than the revival of King Josiah, only went skin deep, it didn't really penetrat
into the hearts and into the characteristics of the men and the women ofitime halidn't change their

lives, it only changed their habits.

One author has put it like this: 'At this particular time King and court, Princes and people, prophets an
priests, were infected with abominable vices'. Now imagine this, this is Godsrcpeople, this is God's
chosen land, yet the countryside of Israel is dotted with temples to the gods of Baal and Asherah. There ¢
pornographic idols littering these temples and these worship centres. On every high hill a circle and clump ¢
trees hide an open secret of illicit sexual worship of pagan fertility gods. But it was in Jerusalem that there
was the great climax of apostasy, the real decline and backsliding of God's people, where you can see t
mothers sending their children out to the wotaéring forth wood to make fires, to bake cakes. You can
see the women kneading the dough, putting them on the pan, baking cakes tdereniah saysto the

gueen of heaven.

Now historically when things get as bad as this among God's people disdn@tion, God has to intervene.
God is forced, if | can say that, to do something, to interject. His righteousness requires judgement for si
justice and righteous equity. Yet on one side there we have God's holiness, God's righteousness, Go
governmat, where He must make His precepts, His word, and His will knoyet on the other side of the

coin we have a God who is merciful, a God who is loving, a God who is compassionate, and a God of grac
who seeks to warn the people to flee from the wratbotoe. He wants to give people the opportunity to
repent, even before He has to do what He must do in judgement.

So to warn men, as He has needed right throughout the whole of biblical history, God needed a voice. It w:
not God's normal dealing to operetblouds as He did when He spoke of our Lord: 'This is My beloved Son’

- that was not His normal dealing, to speak out of the clobds He used these strange, even eccentric, men
called the prophets to speak the word of God, to be the voice of Godeddecha holy man and you
remember, as we looked at the prophet Ezekiel, that God scoured the whole of the earth, and when He fc
Ezekiel to keep quiet and he wasn't allowed to prophesy any more, He said that over the whole earth +
couldn't find one mano stand in the gap He couldn't find a man to be His prophet, and to be His
representative.

Prophets are very interesting, they have to be holy men, it has to be the voice of a holy man that represel
the word of God. He has to have a heart after,®edhas to feel the way God feels, he has to have the
burden that God has, he has to express and know the anger that God expresses over sin and unrighteousit
and he has to be touched with the pain and the feelings that God is touched with at tlikedicolod His
creatures and His covenant people. That is the one side of the prophet, but the great dichotomy and irony
the prophet is that the other side of his character is a bit like the other side of God. Not only has he to be
holy man, a rightea man, an angry man, a fearless man, but he has to be a man of love, a man o
compassion, a man of mercy, a man of lovknginess that is willing to come and to plead with those people
who God is angry with, to plead with the people who God's judgemeping to fall upon, to ask them to
repent and to plead with God Himself in intercession for the pedpiat God will show mercy and love
toward them.
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Jeremiah was that man. As one author has said, Jeremiah was the prophet of Judah's midnight aear. He w
man of sympathy with a message of severity. Jeremiah was God's chosen man, and | want us to look tt
evening at how he was chosen, and indeed why God chose him over anyone else. It seems strange when
enter into chapter 1 of Jeremiah, if you wiselturn to it this evening, why God should choose this man. Not
only because of the lack of qualifications that he had, but by the very fact that he felt the lack of
gualifications he had very keenly. That gives us our first point this evening: he felliped for his
calling. Now, what were the reasons for this? Well, you could go on and we could really spend all night or
chapter 1 of Jeremiah, but | want to split it into two ways that he felt disqualified for following God and
doing God's will.

The first we find in the passage is this: he felt that he was too young. Now we don't know how old Jeremial
was at this point in his career, but we know that he was young enough to use his youth as an excuse for 1
serving God. In verse 6 of the passage yod teat when God called him and asked him to go and serve
Him, he said: 'Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, | cannot speak: for | am a child, | am but a youth'. | want us to pause
for a moment this evening, because as we've been looking through the characters ifetharitso far

only in the Old Testamentwe have found that throughout the history of the Scriptures God has a reputation
of choosing men and women who are young to serve Him. Often it's because, and definitely in this case, it
because the older men the nation were too steeped in their selves, and steeped in their sin, for God to
speak to them. You remember that God had to speak to young Samuel. Eli did not hear His voice, b
Samuel heard His voice in the nighand | believe Eli didn't hear Higice because Eli couldn't hear His
voice! You can look at Samuel; you can go into the New Testament and look at Timothy; go into the Olc
Testament again and you find Joseph, a young man that God raised up; you find David out looking after tt
sheep andit wasn't the oldest, it wasn't the best looking, it wasn't the tallest, it wasn't the most valiant, but it
was David who was God's choice. John the Baptist, filled with the Holy Ghost in his mother's-\anthb

we could go on and on and on, and right tigto the whole Scriptures, and see how God creates this
precedent for Himself, and He creates a reputation where He is known as the God who chooses youl
people.

Now, that's tremendously encouraging for any young people in the building here toarght only wish

that we had more young people here in the building this evening. To know that God has a special place
His heart for young peopleof course He has for children: 'Suffer the little children to come unte &'

there is a special ability ia young person to be moulded by God before the hardships of life enter in, where
they can make their priorities known, and they can etch out a plan, they can choose who they will serve |
their lifetime. Not only does the history of the word of God tslthat, but church history, Christian church
history that we know of, tells us that God has the same trend today and in the past. It's very interesting for n
to note today that John Calvin, the great reformer, wrote his 'Institutes of the Christian' Geimehhe was

24 years of age. John Wesley was only 25 when he inaugurated the once great system of the Methoo
Church- 25 years of age! David Brainerd, the great missionary, was in his twenties when he saw a reviva
among the Indians, and he diedhis late twenties leaving a legacy to God and to the missionary world.
Robert Murray M'Cheyne was in his twenties when he saw Scotland ablaze for Christ, and he still sets mar
a heart ablaze today because of his service for-Getlat the end of his twsies he burned out for God, and

he died to the glory of God. And what can we say of a man called Jim Elliot? In his twenties he left a wife
and a child to be with Christ as a martyr, because his young life was built upon this motto: 'He is no fool whe
gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. If Jesus Christ be God, and died for me, wh
sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him'. And isn't it ironic that when we look at all the men anc
women in scripture who were young people when Guake them, and right throughout church history, isn't

it ironic that the ones who perhaps we in our wisdom would not choose are the very ones that God choos
first?

66



AS SPARKSFLYING UPWARDS Pastor David Legge

He chooses mere boys like Jeremiah, and He chooses old done men like Moses. Whydin#dsat?eDo

you ever ask these questions about God? His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoug|
but you're allowed to stand back at times with your mouth agape, and say: 'Why does God do these things
Let me try, through the Scrimtes, to explain it to you. If you turn with me to 1 Corinthians chapter 1 for a
moment, 1 Corinthians and chapterdnd you remember that the foolishness of the cross, or that's not quite
accurate, the foolishness of the preaching of the cross inrike #eat the thing preachethe cross itself is

the foolishness spoken of in chapter 1, not preaching, but the idea that Messiah could come and die or
cross and rise again, that was absolute foolishness to the Greeks and stumbling block to the wews. So
enter into the middle of this discourse where Paul is explaining why the Gospel is foolishness to the Gree
and is a stumbling block to the Jew, verse 25, the reason being: 'Because the foolishness of God is wiser tt
men'. Why does God choose peopieo you and | would not choose, and He chooses them first? Because
His foolishness is wiser than your wisdom, that's why. 'And the weakness of God is stronger than men’, he
it is, 'For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men aftdeshe riot many mighty, not
many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and Go
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of th
world, and thingswvhich are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nough
things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence'.

Why does God do it? That's the reason why: that no flesh should glory in His presence, so He can make
fool of the epitome of all that this world stands for by using foolish things like you and me to confound the
mighty strongholds and principalities and powers, philosophies and systems and kingdoms of this world. It'
wonderful, isn't it? It's wonderful thathat matters, no matter what age you are, no matter what you can and
cannot do, all that matters is that God has called you. All that matters is that He has saved you, He h
chosen you and our passage is saying that whoever He chooses, He also bquoipghe old puritan was

right - and oh, that this would sink into everyone's heart this evenivtten he said: 'God does not choose
you because you are equipped, but He equips you because you are chosen'. God didn't look down one ¢
and say: 'Oh, therea great fellow, he can speak well', or, 'he's got a great mind', or, 'he's got lots of money'
or, 'he's got many talents', or, 'listen to the sound of his singing voice', but God chooses the weakest, t
basest, the ugliest things of the world. Paull $ae offscouring of all things, if | could translate it like this,

or paraphrase it: the scum of the earth! He chooses us and He makes things that were nothing into somethi
that nobody should glory in His sight and all the glory should be broughido G

Is that not what He said to Israel in Deuteronomy chapter 7? 'The LORD did not set his love upon you, nc
choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: B
because the LORD loved you, and becausavtield keep the oath which he had sworn unto your father,
Abraham'. That's why, because He chose you, because He loved you. Now, young people tonight, wha
want to say to you is this: don't let any system, whether it's the world system or a systerthwittarch,

or don't let anybody whether your family or your friends, put you into a box of irrelevancy because you're
young, because you're weak. Certainly in these days young people need to respect their elders, and leart
respect them and learn frotmem, but can | encourage you young people tonight in the light of what we see
in the book of Jeremiah: set ablaze a trail for God in this day, and don't let anybody set you off that trail
don't let anybody hinder you or put your light out!

| tend to agre with Leonard Ravenhill when he says: 'l would rather calm down a fanatic than try to
resuscitate a corpse’. Isn't that right? But equally older people here tonight, don't let the energies of the you
people make you feel redundant, or make you fedlerktirom God's work because your wisdom, your
experience is greatly needed in the church of God. Isn't it wonderful in the light of the studies that we hav
done already, if Moses was sent to Pharaoh at the age of 80 years, I'm sure that God hasthiiigstor

you to do! Don't you think?
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He said he was too young, but the second way he felt he was unqualified for this calling was he said:
cannot speak'| can't speak. Now he used the reason for not being able to speak because he was too your
he didn't feel gifted in this way because of his age. You'll remember that this was one of the excuses the
Moses made, even though he was schooled in all the wisdom and learning of Egypt and he was a great nr
in stature and in speech. He said: 'l can'tdgthing for God', if you like, 'l am not a preacher’. How many
Christians say that today? 'l haven't got a gift to preach, I find it hard enough getting up and standing an
praying audibly. I'm not a musician, | find it very difficult to witneskcouldn't go round the doors and
knock on them and ask people about their salvation'. Let me just say in passing, if you don't have the gift «
speaking, or if you don't have the gift of singing, would you please spare us all and don't preach and dor
sing!

The fact of the matter is that the word of God this evening tells us that there are a great deal of objectior
that we use for not serving God, for not speaking for God, for not being involved in God's work, which are
only excuses. 'l can't speak’, Jerensaid, 'I'm too young', but look at what God says to him in chapter 1 and
verse 5 back to Jeremiah chapter 1 and verse 5: '[Jeremiah] before | formed you in the belly | knew you;
and before you came forth out of your mother's womb | sanctified you, arthihed’, or | chose, 'you a
prophet unto the nations'. What does he say first of all? 'God, | can't sfigsiién, Jeremiah, | made you.
Those lips that you say can't speak, | made those lips Jeremiah! | consecrated you, I've set you apart for |
use | have appointed you and ordained you a prophet to the nations'. 'But Lord, | don't know what to say'
verse 7: 'Whatsoever | command thee thou shalt spéakll tell you, Jeremiah, what to say'.

He could say, like Moses: 'But who will | say hsent me, and what if they say who is the name of your
God?'. In verse 8 He says: 'Be not afraid of their faces: for | am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD'.
have made you, | have consecrated you, I've appointed you, | will tell you what endalywill be with

you'. 'Lord, how do | know, how do I know You'll be with me? How do | know You'll tell me what to say?'.
In verse 9, this is a remarkable verse for me: 'Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my moutl
And the LORD said unto me,dBold, | have put my words in your mouth'. He touched him and He put His
words in his mouth! He endued him with power fromhagh, a bit like what the disciples were endued with

on the Day of Pentecost, to speak and to utter words of God in the powderandstration of the Holy
Spirit.

Don't be discouraged at seeming disqualifications that you see in your life for what God has called you tc
Don't be discouraged, don't let them drag you down and stop you servingi§ed this evening: God has
savedyou, He has chosen you out of the teeming herds of humanity that are going down to perdition, and H
has bought you with the precious blood of the Lamb of God at Calvary, He has set you apart and sanctifie
you, He has made you acceptable in the Belovedh&$ chosen you in Christ before the very foundation of
the world to serve Him and to do great exploits for Him, He has sent the third Person of the Trinity into this
realm so that you might be empowered to go and do the work of God, and He has git#® woud what

to say. Don't be discouraged, He has commanded you to go and gossip the Gospel. It doesn't matter if y
can't stand up here like this and preach, because what the Lord said before He left His disciples was simy
this: 'Go ye therefore, artdach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you', and listen, what F
said to Jeremiah He says to all of us, 'and, lo, | am with yoayslveven unto the end of the age. Amen'.

He was in many senses an unnatural choice, but aren't we? It is amazing grace, how sweet the sound, t
saved a wretch like me. We must move on: he felt unequipped for his calling, but when he got into the jol
we see that he bore many heavy burdens, and that is the reason why Jeremiah is known by the title: 'T
Weeping Prophet'. He is called in places 'the prophet of the broken heart, the prophet of the bleeding he:
and the iron will'. All you need to do to kwaabout this is to go to the next book in the Bible from Jeremiah,

which is the book of Lamentations, which really is a book of wailing and cries over the destruction of the
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holy city of Jerusalem. That is why he is known as the weeping prophet. We seel tawask the question

this evening: what was it that caused his brokenness? What were the many heavy burdens that this man
God had to bear? Of course, we would have to say that it was the sin all around him, the idolatry an
degradation politically ahreligiously of the state. Then of course politically there was the proposed alliance
with the Egyptian nation to fight off the Babylonians, and that was not of God. Those two things alone woulc
be an awful burden for a holy man, and again we see theediMiemma of the propheta heart after God, a

heart after the righteousness of God, and also on the other hand a heart after the people of God, a love :
compassion for them.

But Jeremiah's burdens were not just vocational, but the one thing tkes stsi very forcibly in the life of
Jeremiah is that his burdens and his sufferings were very personal. If you look closely at this book you wil
find that although Jeremiah was standing up for God and standing up for country, the people of the natiol
thepolitical and religious establishment, stamped him and named him as a traitor. Cast your mind back for
moment to the book of Ezekiel, and | hope if you don't remember anything about Ezekiel that you remembe
this: there was a threat from the North, Babylonians were coming to the North, and both Ezekiel and the
prophet Jeremiah told the people of Israel: 'Don't fight against Babylon, because Babylon are My instrumer
of chastening you and bringing you back from idolatry to Myself. Don't fight agaiest, go into captivity’,
remember he said: 'Build your houses, furnish your homes, because you're stayindoméréght what |

am doing in My sovereign will'. Now you can imagine when Jeremiah was coming out with the like of this,
and he was preachgrit in Jerusalem, they branded him politically and religiously as a traitor.

His cry was not: 'No surrender’, it was 'All surrender'. He was discovering, the more he preached and talke
that the enemies of a preacher are not always the people thegdmaisgly preaching against in the state. If
you look with me at this book, if you turn first of all to chapter 11 of Jeremiah, you will find that some of the
enemies were from his own hometown. Verse 19 of chapter 11: '‘But | was like a lamb or anisx that
brought to the slaughter; and | knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, Let us destroy |
tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be no more
remembered. But, O LORD of hostlsat judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy
vengeance on them: for unto thee have | revealed my cause. Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men
Anathoth’, the place were Jeremiah was from, his own hometown, 'thahgdéé, saying, Prophesy not in

the name of the LORD, that thou die not by our hand'. The people of his own town were against him.

Turn to chapter 12 and verse 6, perhaps more hurting for Jeremiah, the fact that those of his own home we
against him:For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee
yea, they have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee
Chapter 15, we'll not take time to read it, but vers® to 17 tell us that the congregation, the actual people
of God, the religious establishment, turned against him for his preaching. If you look at verse 20 of chapte
15, and the public in general, just everybody and anybody, everybody was againsahlerdike
Athanasius, he was against the world and the world was against Athanasius. Does it not remind you of tf
words of our Lord Jesus when He said: 'A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country and in hi
own house, and a man's foes shallthey of his own household"?

What is this telling us? I'll tell you what it tells us: if you are wanting to be a man or a woman of God,
whether you're young or old, mature or immature, there's one thing that you've got to realise: to be a me
after Gods own heart, and to be a man or woman whose heart is broken for the people, you will be a lonel
man or woman! You will not be everybody's best friend. | think John Henry Jowett, that great preacher, put i
well when he said: 'lt is possible to escapeudtimde of trouble by living an insignificant life'. Do you want

to get out of trouble? Don't do anything! Be insignificant! And certainly | would say to you, only most of
you are converted here this evening already, if you want to get out of any tooybiteblems: don't follow
Christ!
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Jeremiah suffered for his message. If you look at chapter 20 verse 2 quickly, you'll see that he was put
stocks outside the city of Jerusalem. They probably threw fruit at him, maybe even stones at him and de
knows vhat else. In chapter 38 and verse 6 he was thrown into a pit, into a cistern. In chapter 40 and verse
he was put into chains. In chapter 16 and verse 2 God forbade him to be magrigdsn't allowed to marry
anybody, he had to somehow reflect the @sigthat God had. Perhaps | look into it and | read into it, just
like Ezekiel's wife was taken from him to symbolise the marriage being dissolved, if you like, between
Jehovah and the covenant people, Jeremiah wasn't even allowed a wife! | wonder wasrtdegon why?

He wasn't allowed children, and all of these sorrows and all of these burdens could be the reason why he
called the weeping prophet, and the reason why many a scholar calls him the Job amongst the prophets.

In his ministry he had to & the false prophets, pastors and priests. During his ministry the word of God that
he preached was banned and burnt and belitted is it any wonder that a man of like passions such as we
are, and remember he was only a man, should become Jereenddjabted. Neither is it a coincidence that

in his lifetime, more than any prophet, he saw how God works in brokentied's your third point. For one

day, led by the Holy Spirit of God, Jeremiah goes just beyond the city of Jerusalem to the \dliteyoof.

There in the Valley of Hinnom he finds a little potter's house, and he walks in and sees the potter sitting «
the wheel. He's battering that clay and trying to get all the air bubbles out of it, just ready to be moulded. H
puts it onto the dis@nd he moves his foot and pushes and pumps, and then he puts his hands all around
With his finger, like an artist and a musician, he brings from that clay what he wants to see inwardly anc
outwardly. He moulds it after his way. Then all of a sudderetbe little accident, and something falls off,
something breaks, or it doesn't turn out the way he wanted t@te | can almost see Jeremiah thinking:
'What's he going to do? Is he going to bend down and take another piece of clay?'. But he dibegnhelo
takes the bit that is broken, the bit that is not moulded right, and he breaks it! He pushes it, squeezes
wrings it, and he remoulds it!

Look at chapter 18 for a moment, verse 3: 'l went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrotkght a

on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it ag
another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
house of Israel, cannot | do with yas this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel'. What a lesson it was for the people of God in Jeremiah's c
to realise that no matter what comes into your life, even if it is themaf Babylon that is going to sack,

rape and pillage your nation and your hometown Jerusalem, if it is from My hand it is for your good!

The problem of evil, the problem of suffering and pain is one of the greatest questions that every Christia
has b face. It cannot be explained, but the only thing that can in any way explain it is the evidence of thing:
not seen, which we are told is faith. It is what Job found when he said: 'He knoweth the way that | take, an
when He has tried me | shall come fods gold'. The nation would have to be broken, the nation would have
to be moulded again and remade, and the question that we need to ask personally in our own lives is this:
we trust God the Potter? Do we trust ourselves to the Potter's skill aRdttkes hand? The One who has

the idea, the One who is the architect behind our lives, the One who has the skilful touch and has the pow
and the ability to change udo we trust Him? Because I'll tell you tonight: if you trust Him you will find

this is your experience, verse 4: 'He made it again'!

| would say again to you, if you don't want to be changed and you're a Christian, you're in the wrong life!
You're in the wrong life. But if you want to be made again, and allow the trials that come inideyand

the troubles and problems to do what God intends them to do, God will make you into a new vessel. Think
Jacob, the twister, the supplanter, the thief and the liar, and God makes him one night, through wrestlin
through brokenness, throughetiPotter's hand, into a prince with God and with Israel! Think of Simon,
cursing with oaths the name of Christ, denying Him thrice, going into the dark night weeping bitterly after
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seeing the very face of His Saviouand what happens to that man? From ibsurrection morn that denier
and that traitor is made into Peter: 'Thou art Peter', petros, a-stoman of weakness made into a man of
rock!

Can | ask you tonight: have you lost sight, in your fear and in your trouble, that God is still workiag?on
There's a wee children's chorus and | love it, it's very profound theologigaily mightn't think so, and |
don't know whether the children grasp it or not, but it goes like this:

'He's still working on me

To make me what | ought to be.

It took Him just a week to make the moon and the stars,
The sun and the earth, and Jupiter and Mars.

How loving and faithful He must be,

Because He's still working on me!’

| know He's a lot of work still to do with me, but do we trust ourselves to the Potter3 Wamanay not
understand His plan, we may not understand what He's doing, but do we trust the hand? It's hard to trust H
when you witness unprecedented destruction, as Jeremialyalid fourth point. Jeremiah constantly urged

the backsliding people ofudah to return to Jehovah or bear the consequences, to flee from the wrath to
come, but if they did not flee from the wrath to come they would incur the judgemental wrath efabd

they would go through it even though God loved them and God was nioigwiitet any should perish. As

you know the awful story of Jeremiah, that call of warning fell on deaf ears, and that's why Jeremiah change
from being a prophet of warning to a prophet of weeping. The wrath of God fell on the people's head:
because Jereat's voice fell on deaf ears. The devastation was vast, Jerusalem was surrounded by the forc
of Babylon. Her own trees, the word of God says, were used against her. The temple was destroyed, t
corpses of the Jewish people were fed to the wild anifihtsse people that lived entered into captivity for

70 years in Babylon, and they sat down and hung their harps, and they wept as they remembered Zic
Terrible, isn't it?

The amazing thing out of it all is this, and this is the point on which | wantnishfi even in this
dispensation, and even in this epoch of the Old Testament which-@hpst, Jeremiah became Chylige
through his sufferings. Now remember that this is a prophet who had a lot to commend him. As you read th
book you find that he mistered under seven rulers: King Josiah, King Jehoiachim, King Jehoiachin, King
Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, Gedaliah of Babylon, Johanan. We find that he prophesied agair
nine nations: Egypt in chapter 46, Philistia in chapter 47, Moab intehdf, Ammon, Edom, Damascus,
Kedar, Hazor and Elam in 49, and Babylon in 50 and 51. What a mighty prophet this was! But of all the
attributes and all the characteristic achievements of this man of God, there is none greater than the one t
you will find in Matthew chapter 16, turn with me. Matthew 16 and verse 13: 'When Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of man am? £
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: sdija; Bnd others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Chri
the Son of the living God'.

They said: 'You're either Elijah, John the Baptist back from the deadgremiah'! Why Jeremiah? The
weeping prophet? This weak prophet, it seemed, whose heart was bvakgderemiah? Because Jeremiah
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, the people hid their face from him, he was despised at
rejected of menAnd you can see our Lord Jesus Christ standing over Jerusalem crying: 'Oh Jerusalem
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would | ha
gathered thee together as a hen gathereth her chickens, woulgenot'. Why was Jeremiah like Christ?
Because of his sufferings! As Paul said: 'That | might know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the
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fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death’. Why was Jeremiah like Christ? Let
meread to you 2 Corinthians 4 verses 7 to 10: 'We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceller
of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we a
perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted,rmitforsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing

about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our bod\

Why did they mistake Christ for Jeremiah? Let me sum it all up with this story adose Margaret
SangsteiPhippin was the daughter of the late great preacher W. E. Sangster of Methodism. She wrote that
the mid1950s of her father's life he began to notice some uneasiness in his throat and a dragging in his le
When he went to theoctor he found that he had an incurable disease that caused progressive muscule
atrophy in his body. It was debilitating, and his muscles, he was told by the doctor, would gradually wast:
away. His voice would fail, his throat would soon become unaldgv&édlow. From that day Sangster threw
himself into the work of God in the British Home Mission, thinking that he could write and he could use up
the time that he was no longer able to preach and go about doing meetings with prayer and with other thin
that he had wanted to do all of his life. He said this to the Lord: 'Lord, let me stay in the struggle. | don't
mind if | can no longer be a General, but give me just a Regiment to lead'. And he did it, he wrote article:
and he wrote books, and he helpedamige prayer cells throughout England. He said to people whenever
they commented upon his suffering: 'I'm only in the kindergarten of suffering'. Gradually Sangster's legs
became useless, his voice went completely, but he could still hold a pen shakigst®@n morning just a

few weeks before he died he wrote a letter to his daughter, and in it he said these words, listen carefully: 'l
terrible to wake up on Easter morning and have no voice with which to shout 'He is risen!, but it would still
be moreterrible to have a voice and not want to shout it'. Did you get that? It is terrible to a wake up Easte
morning and have no voice with which to shout 'He is risen!, but it would still be more terrible to have a
voice and not want to shout it. Can we say:

'Have Thine own way Lord, have Thine own way.
Thou art the Potter, | am the clay.

Mould me and make me after Thy will,

While | am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way Lord, have Thine own way.
Hold o'er my being absolute sway.

Fill with Thy Spirit, till all shall see

Christ, only always, living in me'.

Father, we thank You that a greater than Jeremiah has come to us. We thank You that He trod the path
humanity that we trod, He is tested in all points as we are, apart from sin. WeYthanRkat at this very
moment He can see into our hearts, into the very depths of our being, and He is touched as our great Prop
with the feelings of our infirmities. What can we say, our Father, but we thank You for Jesus the Author an
Finisher of ourfaith. We just pray that each gathered here tonight may know His succour and His sympathy
as they go. Amen.

Transcribed by Andrew Watkins, Preach The W-oggril 2002
www.preachtheord.com
info@preachth&ord.com
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ninth study tonightn our series 'As Sparks Flying Upward$ooking at these biblical characters

that can be marked for many characteristics and personality traits, but the one which we are
homing in on in these recent weeks is the fact that these men and women, sdromafevhaven't reached
yet, went through very difficult times in their lives. We're analysing how they came through those
difficulties, and how indeed God brought them through. We're looking tonight at a very unique character tha
many of you are very farimr with since you were a child you've learnt the holy scriptures, or been to
Sunday School, and you know the story of Jonah and (as it's commonly called) ‘the whale'.

We're turning to the book of Jonah, as you can see from your study sheet, we're embarking upon o

We're going to come in at the very end of this story, at the very back of thealpdoke'll be looking at a lot

of this narrative tonight but we want to look at the very climax of this bable part that the author is
leading up to, and the conclusion of where he wants us to get. It's very easy to get sidetracked with 'tt
whale', orthe great fish, in the story of Jonah. It's even very easy to get distracted with Jonah himself, bu
that is not the whole point of this book. The whole point of the book of Jonah, as with all the books in the
Bible, is God and the centrality of the diinbdf the Almighty.

Let's look at verse 4 of chapter 4: "Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? So Jonah went out ¢
the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow,
he might see wdit would become of the city. And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up
over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceedir
glad of the gourd. But God prepared a worm when the mornsegthe next day, and it smote the gourd that

it withered. And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and 1
sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is netter fo

die than to live. And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, | do well t
be angry, even unto death. Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast n
laboured, neither madest itayv; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: And should not | spare
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between tt
right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?".

In Job chapte3 and verse 11 we looked in recent weeks at this expression of a avidath wish, if you

like - of the great prophet and man of God. He says this: 'Why died | not from the womb? Why did | not give
up the ghost when | came out of the belly?'. We tivat when we moved from Job, we moved to study the
character of Jeremiah in our last study, and we find also there in chapter 20 verses 14 and 15, he sa
'‘Cursed be the day wherein | was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blesselle Chesed
man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very glad'. Job
curses the day that he was born; Jeremiah, we find, curses the day that he was born. We then looked at
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great prophet Elijah in 1 Kings 19 wer4, and he says, we read in the narrative that: 'He himself went a day's
journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that
might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my lifd;dam not better than my fathers'.

Job, Jeremiah, Elijah, all wishing that they would die. Now we come to Jonah and we find that he is nc
different, for in verse 8 of chapter 4 that we've read together tonight he says: 'lt is better for me to die than
live'. We've been looking, over these few weeks, at how these great men of God can be moved to such
extreme, such a point of emotional and spiritual desperation, that they can feel within the very depths of the
soul- even though they are zealous afferd and His righteous cause, and preaching His witirely feel at

the end of their tether; they feel that they want to die; they feel that there's no longer any purpose in their lift
in their existence; they feel that the ministry which they have bakgddo is now pointless, and they just
wish that God would take them off the face of the earth, that God would take their breath from their bodies.

Now the reason why I'm starting, tonight, at the end of this little book is because | want us to ddaause
ask the question tonight: how do these great men of God get to this extreme? How do they get to rock bottc
like this? Surely if they are men of God, surely if they are spiritual, surely if they are following the word of
God and all of its teachingis precepts and its righteousness, they should never get depressed? They shoul
never become dejected and discouraged and downhearted! The reason why | start at the end is simply
prove to you that they do. In fact, it is characteristic of most menvanten of God if | can use this phrase

- most men and women who go through with God, and follow hard after God, and seek God with all theil
heart, with all their soul, with all their might, that there comes a time in their lonely experience when they
leave others behind that they feel dejected, downhearted, and even near to death.

You've heard the expression: 'Many roads lead to the cross', it simply means that there's only one gosp
there is only one way to be savebly grace are ye saved through Hiaitand it is through Calvary's cross
work, the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we come to faith. But many of us have different storie:
about how we came to Calvary, and of course the same can be said to be true of trouble. There are me
different kinds of road that bring us to trouble, there are many and varied reasons why we can go throug
trouble. Job that we've looked at: he suffered affliction and disease, heartache, bereavement. Jeremiah t
we've looked at: he was downhearted, andast he wrote the whole book of Lamentations because of the
state of the city of Jerusalem and the whole nati@od's nation, Israel. He was heartbroken over the
people, he felt the heartbreaking nature of God's emotion and compassion for His own\Weogdsv in

recent weeks how Elijah feared for his own life, and he ran away from Jezebel. His trouble was cause
through fear of man.

We can all experience trouble, and it can be different types of trouble and different causes of that trouble
but as youook at the character of Jonah tonight, you might say: 'Aha! Well, | know his trouble, | know the
reason for Jonah's trouble: he ran away! Jonah was disobedient; Jonah was rebellious; Jonah was a runav
a prodigal prophet, God's fugitiveand he sufferd The reason why he was swallowed by this great fish, the
reason why he went through all the heartache and problems, the reason why we find him in chapter 4 unc
the gourd, and the gourd being rotted away and the sun beating down on him, and hinh wéshnignould

die', is because he sinned against God!". Well, that may well be true, but | would urge you all-tonight
especially those who are believeras the Lord Jesus Christ in the Sermon on the Mount warns us not to
judge one another harshly hink we ought to extend that teaching to biblical characters. We have to be wise
in our critique and our analysing of men of God within the word of God and | believe it iddotoo0 -
simplistic for us to say tonight that Jonah just simply ran away fé@d, that Jonah was simply disobedient.

He was like a little boy whose Mummy told him to wash the dishes, and he just said 'No!", and he went up t
his room and he didn't want to do it.
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